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preface 


Max Miiller was the first scholar in modern limes to work 
out a systematic account of the development of philosophical 
thoughts in India from the earliest time to the medieval period, 
in his Six Systems of / ndiait Philosophy (1899). There is a small 
book by Richard Girbe giving a brief account of the six systems. 
In India, Hmyanna wrote his Outline of Indian Philosophy, 
tracing the development of thought from the Vedas to the 
medieval times (1932}; his Essentials of Indian Philosophy (1949) 
is a smaller book on the same plan. Radhakrishnad has written 
a very' comprehensive book on Indian Philosophy in two volumes 
(1923 and 1927), and Das Gupta has worked out the whole 
History of Indian Philosophy in five volumes. 

There are some books relating to aspects of Indian Philo* 
sophy like Dcuscn’s Upanisads, Keith’s Religion and Philosophy of 
Ikt Vedas t R j nude’s Constructive Survey of the Upanisadic Philosophy, 
N.iga Rija Svma‘s Reign of Realism , P. N. Sriniv.u.tchari’s 
Philosophy oj Bhednbheda and Philosophy f Viiistadi mta, and a very 
large numbir of books on Vedanta. There were some such books 
even in India of old, like Madhtvacary.i’s sarimhuiamsaAgraha 
(a Compendium of all the systems of Philosophy). 

The book that is now brought out is neither a History of 
Indian Philosophy, nor an account of any special aspect of 
Indian Philosophy. It is a general discussion on a large number 
of problems relating to Indian Philosophy. 1 lit book covers 
the entire fields, starting from the Vedas and coming to the 
medieval period- The book is the presentation of a new approach 
to the problems met with in Indian Philosophy. 

The book is divided into three parts dealing with the 
problem of knowing, the problem of the world that is known and 
the problem of man that knows the world. In Sanskrit it 
would have b en easy to give the Titles as Pramano, Prameya and 
PramatS to the three Parts, meaning “means of knowing, objects 
of knowing and knower." But I have used terms that arc more 
familiar* 

In all the books written about Indian philosophy, much has 
been said about the unquestionable authority of the Vedas, and 
U is abo maintained that sonic mysterious sanctity Was attached 



u 

to the text of the Vedas from very early times. It is also conten¬ 
ded thst even in the UpQitigads there is a beginning of revolt 
ag -inst this authoritative nature of the Vtdas and the ritualism 
developed in the Ved&s* and that Buddha inaugurated the era of 
I me rationalism in Indian thought, demolishing the authoritative 
nature of the Vedas; but Buddhism had, to quit the country 
leaving behind some indelible m arks on the thought of India* 

But the fact is that there is no text in which there is a 
defence of the texts of the Vcdis as of supreme authority, which 
man. shall not question. The most that ls maintained is that 
there are pissig^s in the Vedas that represent some ultimate 
truths; the whole Veda is not of that nature, nor Is truth confined 
to the available text of the Vedas. The position is that the Veda 
h authority in so fir as it contains statements of some Impersonal 
t m c 1 ts, not that the st vtemrnts relate to truths because they are 
foiind i n th c Vedas- The Vedas arc taken 2 s a unit, and ctmsi der- 
able portions of it have an authority only in an indirect way* 
relating to such few passages that state the truth- What is 
ration il in Buddhism is only the philosophy; in the matter of 
religion, the Beliefs and their observances depend on anthori-tv, 
and the same is the cast with the Vedie religion too. In 
Buddhism, a statement is true because It is a statement of Buddha, 
an individual; this Is a position which thcVedfc philosophy 
could not accept; truth is impersonal and is objective, not 
depending on any person for authority; relation to a person is 
a flaw in the nature of a statement of truth- 

Buddhism was never banished from the land of its birth. 
In the way In which people from Europe had to seek refiigc in 
fore ign countries on account or religious persecution,and like the 
followers of the religion of Zoroaster who hid to Bee from Iran 
before the invasion of foreigners who brought a new religion. 
Buddhists were freely allowed to believe ioj to preach and to 
practice their religion with as much freedom as the followers of 
the Vedas. They were allowed to freely discuss their doctrines 
in the assembly of the learned people along with other systems 
of thought. 

Buddha was bora in a Vcdic atmosphere, was trained in 
that atmosphere, taught in that atmosphere and Jeft hb teachings 
in tUal atmosphere; there was never a conflict between Buddha 
and hb Vcdic atmosphere. The teachings of Buddha grew a ad 
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flourished in the same Vedie atmosphere. But there were 
developed some new doctrines that were supposed to interpret 
the real teachings of Buddha- One is that Buddha lor the first 
time knew the Liw; the other is that the goal of m in is to 
disappear into a vacuum. Neither were actually taught by 
Buddha. Such doctrines could not survive free discussions in 
the open assembly of wise people, and they ceased to convince 
the thinking people. Except these two points, which were not 
in the real teachings of Buddha t but were only interpretations or 
Buddha's teachings, all other cardinal principles of Buddhism 
remained in India and continues in India, Buddha is reckoned 
as one among the Teachers along with Sri Krishna. 

Indians worshipped a God t hut Indian philosophy never 
recognised a God as creator and controller of the world. In 
philosophy m m is supreme and reason dominates hb thoughts; 
in actual life, there is a gradation even :unong men, and such a 
gradation is allowed to extend to regions beyond man, to the 
region of gods, in which men had faith. There is a distinction 
between a philosopher and an ordinary follower of religion- This 
position was common to the Vedie region and to the region of 
Buddha's teachings. Religion prescribed a goal for man 
beyond the world and beyond life in the world; but this is only a 
popular way of putting the philosopher's doctrines. Between 
the two positions, there is as much difference as there is between 
the position of an astronomer and of the writer of the Epics* in 
interpreting the phenomenon of an eclipse; in one there is the 
obscuration of a heavenly globe by another while in the other a 
dragon swallows a heavenly luminary. 

Such is the approach taken up in this presentation of the 
problems relating to Indian philosophy. There Is no conflict 
between the different stages in the development of thought in 
India; what there b only a progression. Time change^ environ¬ 
ment changes. Philosophy too must change. There is appro*- 
priatc revision of views when there are changes in the environ¬ 
ment, bringing to light new truths or new aspects of the truth. 

The books available in the field now arc often too heavy, 
stuffed wit hall kinds of technicalities. They appear to be more in¬ 
ventories, lists of names, catalogues of boob, survey map* noting 
distances and angles, assemblage of facta which the genetal 
reader cannot comprehend and Lake interest in- This is abu 


iv 


manifest in all such presentations some unhappy prejudice against 
the original course of thought in India and its later branches* 
and there is art unnecessary apology for currents that are supposed 
to cross the main course. An attempt has been made in this book 
to bring the whole subject within a common picture. 

Such a subject cannot be treated in a way in which readers 
can purchase a copy of the book when they get intoan aeroplane, 
finish the book by the time he is at the destination and throw it 
away. The book presumes some education in those who read 
the book; hut no prior fundiirhy with the contents of the book 
is presumed in it. Sanskrit words cannot be excluded; English 
words have not settled down to the exact meanings conveyed by 
the Sanskrit words. In miny cases, the Sanskrit equivalents are 
given in brackets when technical terms are given in English, and 
when Sanskrit words arc introduced in th^ body of the book, 
their English equivalents are given in brackets. 

At first I had the intention of writing some notes at the end 
giving some references and some explanations* But such notes 
are of no use for the general reader for whom the book is meant. 
Many passages have been cited from the History of Indian 
Philosophy by Radhakrishnan, giving samples of the general 
views of modern scholars on aspects of Indian philosophical 
thought. Most of the citations or references are too well-known 
texts in Sanskrit like the Vedas and the VpWf*ds and the systems 
of philosophy In I ndia. In these days when editions with indices 
and appendices are available * the few readers who desire io trace 
the citations and references to the original can easily do so. I 
only add that in the case or the S&fikAya, 1 have made use of the 
edition of the Karikd by S, 3+ Suryanarayana Sastri, my former 
colleague m the Madras University, 

I have used diacritical marks. Even if I use the ordinary 
spelling for Sanskrit words, the general reader w ill not be able to 
get at the correct ptonou nek lion; when diacritical marks are 
used, at least a few can recognise the words. Gradually readers of 
books on India musi be introduced to the correct pronounciation 
of Sanskrit words through such marks. 

In spite of care taken in reading ihc proofs, a few mistakes 
have crept in; but it is not difficult to know that the correct 
reading is in such cases and I have not added a list of corrections. 

Comparisons have been made with modern tendencies in 
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scientific investigations The attempt has been made to present 
ancient Indian thought in the light uf modem scientific thought. 
The point of view taken up is that in essentials there is no conflict 
between ancient religious or philosophical thought and modem 
scientific thought. Both of them can flow along a common 
channel. Where there is a fundamental difference, as in the case 
of “life” and ‘‘cells” being accidents in the course of” Evolution” 
according to modern science and “Life being the Fundamental 
according to Indian thought, the possible points of contacts 
have also been suggested. 

Certain chapters in the book have appeared as articles in 
journals in a condensed form* The contents of some portions have 
also been made use of for a course of lectures in the Andhra 
University in January—March term in 1957, and the contents 
of one chapter (Evil and Suffering) appeared in a Paper read 
during a Seminar in the Andhra University in November, 1957, 
conducted under the auspices of the Department of Philosophy. 

When the subject was announced for the course of lectures 
in the Andhra University, Messrs Motilal Binarasidass of 
Delhi wrote to me expressing their desire to publish the book 
when it would be finalised* i consider it a privilege to have the 
book published by such a Firm that has contributed much for 
the promotion of the study of Indian Culture and for making the 
culture known in the world. 

I’hc I took was completed in 1 95 7. But the publishers were 
shifting their press from Puttta to Delhi at that time and this 
caused some delay in starting the priming. Soon after that, in 
May 1959, 1 fell ill from which I have not yet completely recove¬ 
red . The di ista nee 1 m tween D elhi and the pi ace where I work 
and my indifferent health caused much delay in completing the 
priming. The whole responsibility for the delay is on my 
shoulders, 

I express my thanks to the publishers for the excellent way 
in which they have brought om the book in their usual way 
with good printing and get up. I thank also my former 
student Or. K. Runjuimi Rap of the Madras University for 
preparing the index at the end, 

Waitair 

1st November, 1960 


C. K unban Raja 




Some Fundamental Problems in 

INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

PART I—THE MODES OF KNOWING 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL. OUTLOOK 

!. When we speak of Indian Philosophy, the term 
"philosophy” means something different from its usual signifi¬ 
cation, and die view has also been expressed in recent times that 
the currents of thought in India cannot with propriety be desig¬ 
nated as "philosophy” ; they are rather religions. Persona Sly 1 
would have preferred the term “religion” to “philosophy" to in¬ 
dicate the thought currents in India. But I have to use terms 
that have settled down into some specific meanings and i have 
to distinguish between religion and philosophy. There is a diffe¬ 
rence between religion and philosophy in English terminology ; 
in Sanskrit itself, En which the Indian thought currents find 
expression, such a distinction is not possible. I have to make 
use of the terminology available in English and I try to make 
clear the distinction between philosophy in its general meaning 
and philosophy in the expression “Indian Philosophy 1 ’, 

a. There was originally no such strongly marked difference 
between religion and philosophy in the West. In the Greek 
systems of thought, there is very little of what can he designated 
religion or Theology', There is only what can be termed rational 
philosophy. Theology came into prominence in the W«t 
only at a much later period ; it developed in the Ecclesiastical 
traditions. Thus there grew up two Faculties, that of Theology 
or Divinity and that of Philosophy. There was no science dis¬ 
tinct from philosophy. The early thinkers of the West were 
philosophers and they investigated into the problems that are 
now included in science only from the philosopher's angle of 
vision. Aristotle made no such distinction as science and phi¬ 
losophy when he wrotr *n biology or on ethic. Hr also wrote 
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on social sciences like Economies and Politics, and also on litera¬ 
ture. But Aristotle is placed among the philosophers of the 

West- 

In the collection of the works of Aristotle that came inu>* 
view at a later time, there were treatises oil Mine abstract subjects 
which had a place afttr the treatises relating to physical sciences, 
and they became for that reason mttaphjsics* Metaphysics became 
the most important feature in the field of philosophy in the me¬ 
dieval and in the recent periods in the history «1 the West* I he 
aim was to understand the nature of thr world + Although wc 
find traces in the records of early thinkers regarding the nature 
of man himself, the interest was more about the wnrld than about 
man. The underalaJiding of the world had no fruit except 
that it satisfied some intellectual curiosity. Though such a 
satisfaction is of the form of a relief to the mind, that is not 
what can be called a fruit which man realises as a result of such an 
investigation. Man's happiness in the world is the responsibility 
of the politicians, and philosophers never considered it their 
business to think of man’s happiness in life ; and after the temii* 
nation oflife, there is nothing surviving for whom the philosopher 
could think of a happiness. 

4. When at a later stage the problem of God also became 
another important factor in the fields of thoughts in the West, 
there was little change in this attitude towards the problems 
of thought. The religious doctrine was that man is a sinner, 
that man must suffer. It is only God that can bring happiness 
to man. The purpose or religion was to bring about happi¬ 
ness to man, rather to save the world from the consequences 
qf man's sins in the form of sufficing. In so far as only God 
can save man, philosophers remained in the same position of 
aimless speculations a hoot the nature of the world, aimless in 
the sense that there was no particular fruit kept in view in 

such a speculation. - , , .- 

5 . This attitude towards the function of thought was transpla¬ 
nted into the field of science also when science became a separate 
field for thought. The aLin of science Is to find out the truth H 
nnd happiness remained the responsibility of the politicians 
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during the life qf man and of the priests after the death of man. 
Science does not recognise an ethical dement in its field 
of activity. Happiness and suffering, pleasure and pain mean 
nothing to the sciences except as certain nervous vibrations or 
as certain chemical action 

6 . In India, the start was different and the course too was 
different. We do not know if there had been prior stages in the 
history of thought in India when man did not think of the Iruits 
of hb speculations about the nature of the world. Anyway, 
modem historians do not recognise the possibility of such a prior 
stage* To them there was the start in primitive Nature-worship 
and a gradual progress* through groping* in the dark* towards 
the light, the dawn of light and the later brilliance of phtloso* 
phi cal manifestation* The earlier texts of the Vedas, the 
Upanifads f Buddhism and the Ved&sita form the four stags In 
the evolution of philosophy in India according to historians. 

7 . There b another way of approach* Even the earliest texts 
or the Vedas shed some light on the problem of man and his 
destiny. The term happiness [Ananda) occurs as the goat of 
man in one of the poems of the #gveda 9 in which there is the prayed 
to make man immortal in the region where there is Atmh a ad 
Nandiii where there b M#i and Pramud (happiness and enjoy¬ 
ment, pleasure and joy). One or the episodes in ihi R^jida 
of which there b the most frequent mention, b that of the great 
warrior God Indra smiting down the deman Vrtm and letting 
the seven rivers to flow. The episode may be related to the 
natural phenomenon of breaking the do .ads and the shedding 
of the rain waters. But the number seven has not b^en sails* 
factorily explained by any scholar on this naturalistic inter¬ 
pretation. “Seven 11 in the Vedas b a mystic number, an J the 
references must hr to som? start of happiness of a trajucenJ mial 
nature beyond the physical world and man's physical exist :nce. 
The waters that arc let free represent some kind of happiness 
in the supra-physieal plane of the world. 

8 + There is no identification in the earliest texts of the Veda, 
namely* in the Rgwda, between man 1 ? real nature and happen-ss 
.( Azumda}. Such an identification comes in only in the Up mi- 
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£flds> Whether the Updnisaks started a new system of philo¬ 
sophical speculations or whether they contain records of the 
investigation of later thinkers into the thoughts of an earlier 
period, namely 7 the period of the Rgueda* is a problem qn which 
there is much scope for a difference of opinion. The 
view taken up by the historians is that there is a n«*j system of 
investigation into philosophical problems in the Upanisadi: 
but my own view b that in ihc Upantfads we see mainly an attempt 
at interpreting the thoughts of the fcgvedie age. In the bpani- 
sads I sec no sign of a new stage of philosophical thought different 
. from the thoughts of the Rgvedi ; I do not deny that there has been 
progression. The belief in the existence of an absolute truth 
/ in the world which can be expressed in ordinary language by the 
term Ananda (happiness) is Rgntdki this happiness is not what any 
one creates. Even Indra has only set it free ; he did not create it, 
9 . In India, the philosophers did not project their thoughts 
externally ; the projection of man's thoughts on the outside 
world had Its counterpart in a similar projection of the thought* 
inward also * it is like the growth of a tree, where there b tin* 
expansion of the branches outwardly and where there is also a 
similar expansion of the roots inwardly. The result was that 
the understanding of the nature of the world became identical 
with the understanding of the inward nature of man himself. 
Tt is such a simultaneous projection of the thoughts both outwardly 
and inwardly that resulted in the realisation of the identity of the 
external world and the internal fcrsin, in India. When there Is 
the realisation of such an identity and when the truth of the World 
outside is realised as of the nature of happiness Tirdnc/ril , hap¬ 
piness becomes the end of philosophy. 

10 . The goal of religion is happiness for man, 1 he end ot 
philosophy b aba the same happiness for man. Thr only diffe¬ 
rence is that in religion there is such a goal kept in view, while 
in philosophy the end comes off as a matter of course. In one 
there is a purpose for which one works, while in the other thai 
purpose is realised without being krpt in view as a goal. In 
both what b realisedwhether it is worked for or whether it 
naturally manifests Itself, is sometime that is internal to man, 
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ivhat is hfr nature and not what has been secured from outside. 
This is the position in Indian thought- God docs not give hap¬ 
piness to man which man did not himself have ; God at best 
helps him to realise what was in him already, though not realised 
as such. For this reason, on account of this peculiar start and 
course the final stages in religion and philosophy mecL In the 
Welt, there is some fruit realised only along the religious trade, 
while along the philosophical I rack* there is only a journey 
without a specified destination. 

11. In the earlier stages of thought in the West, science was 
taken as a means for understanding the absolute nature of the 
world. That was the position in the days of the Greek philosophy. 
All the thinkers approached the problems of science with a view 
to ascertain the absolute nature of the reality of the world. Ac¬ 
cording to the traditions of the West, ii was the Greeks who had 
started an attempt for the first time to trace the casual relations 
between parts of the world, though there had been even prior 
to their times, some sort or an empirical, orderly knowledge 
left to us in the records of the earlier nations like the Egyptians 
and the Babylonians, The contribution of India to the evolu* 
tion of science and to the ijcientiik methods of investigations 
into problems relating to the nature of the world and its reality, 
has according to modem historians, played only a very minor 
part in the history' of the developments of Tfo&ughi in the world, 
especially in the West; and I have already said that such a develop¬ 
ment was started among the Greeks for the first time, accord¬ 
ing to the Western traditions. 

12 . Science was first introduced into the w p orld T according 
to this tradition, by the Nature PIlilosophcrs uf Greece, The 
Egyptians may have formulated rules for the surveying of lands ^ 
but surh empirical rules were converted into the exact science 
of Geometry by Thales and Pythagoras and finally formulated 
in ancient times by Euclid. The Atomic theory of Lcucipus 
and Democritus was formulated at a later stage on the basis 
of the belief in some primary elements constituting the reality 
of matter, of an earlier period. Pythagoras attempted to find 
out the true nature of the universe by examining the Jbrm instead 


6 


INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 


of finding it in the material content of the universe* He regarded 
a mathematical approach the right way to understand the reaJity 
of the world, considering the world as having been shaped on 
some mathematical scheme* It is thus that the science of geometry 
was developed in an a Item pi to understand the nature of the uni* 
verse* 

13 . The Romans have contributed much to the development 
of Law, and Law implies that the world is const run ed and func¬ 
tions according lo some definite Law, that there is some definite 
order in this world. The supremacy of reason in solving the 
riddle of the universe was brought to the fore-iront at a later 
stage„ and this resulted m the view that the nature of God and 
of the universe can be grasped by the mind of man. The funda¬ 
mental basts of modern science is that there is some definite Law 
controlling the world, that the process of the world is orderly, 
and that man's mind is competent to grasp everything that is 
real in the world, Man can understand everything through his 
own internal faculties and man needs no text, no scripture, 
to understand anything in the wrold, and also the truth of the 
world around him- 

14 . When science got itself separated from the currents of 
philosophy it has also inherited most of the fundamental tenets 
of philosophy. The purpose of science, as that of philosophy, 
is only to know% and there « no further purpose in such knowledge. 
But science is gradually giving up its position that through science 
man can understand the true nature of the world. The absolute 
nature of the universe has ceased to he the business Of the scien¬ 
tists. The scientists confine themselves to the sphere that can 
come within their observations and what such observations can 
naturally yield as legitimate conclusions. Perhaps the scientists 
see only the surface, and science may never reveal what is behind 
the surface and below it. This is a recent departure from the 
position taken up during the Greek period, and even when modem 
science began to develop along its own lines, the earlier scientist 
believed that science w p ould reveal the true and absolute nature 
of the universe. According to early scientists Its absolute natr re 
must be what can cc m* within the sphere of science, and there is 
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nothing outside of it that can be called true. But modem 
scientists have accepted the position that science deals with only 
aspects of reality and not the rcafitv itself. What the scientist* 
now claim is only this much that science can work out a consi&ictU 
theory of the field within its survey T from within the limits of 
scicnce ? and that science ntxd not go beyond that, to the regions 
of what are fundamental for the explanations of fsets ascertained 
within the limits of science, to the regions of the absolute. The 

basic problem how and when and why the lifeless matter in the 
state of uniform started on its course of diversification and modi¬ 
fication need not be solved for l he science of physics and chemistry 
to develop their own theories. Similarly f the conditions under 
which there appeared in the course of evolution the new pheno¬ 
menon oflife within matter that was dead need not be ascertained 
for solving the theories in the science of biology. 

15 . If scientists recognise a beyond for their field of investi¬ 
gation, that field comes within the domain or the philosopher, 
Bui the scientists do not worry themselves about such a field 
beyond of their own area of activity. In this way there arose 
a distinction between science and philosophy, though there Is 
no enmity between the two ; the two that were companions 
at one time parted company. As for religion, it is a field that 
came to the view of thinkers at a later time in the West. Science 
was always an enemy of religion, and religion persecuted the 
scientists ; religion also looked upon rationalistic philosophy 
with suspicion. That antipathy continues even now. The 
present position is that there as a science without a philosophy 
and a religion, there is a religion without a science and a philo¬ 
sophy and there b a philosophy without science and religion. 
They remain in three separate regions with no point of contact 
or chance of mutual migration. The fact is that in the evolution 
of thought in the West, man and his nature played little part, 
and the investigations and doctrines were centred round the world 
outside. It was all a problem of the world and of God and their 
mutual relation, and man was just recognised as being there, 
without man’s nature coming within the purview of rational 
investigation. The three currents of thought, namely, the currents 
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■ erf science, philosophy and religion* could meet only il ultimately 
ihey became concurrent aspects in a unified investigation about 
the nature of man. And it is only the problem of man that 
could unite the three currents P 

tb, Indian philosophy had its start in an inquiry about the 
nature erf man himself, and the nature of the universe Is known 
only as part of the understanding of man's own nature, k is 
moil that knows and the knowledge depends on a knowledge of 
the knowing man. Thus man is both the agent and the object 
of philosophical inquiry . Even in the earliest records of India, 
namely, the Rgmrda, we find the prominence of man’s position 
in the world duly recognised, Man had the capacity within 
himself to understand the hidden sides of the world. It was not 
a gift from outside; it was a development from within. This 
knowledge of the secrets of llie world is not what man can get 
even from a teacher; it has to shine within himsetfi Gods were 
only man’s companions. There was mulual co-operation between 
men and gods ; U was not a contract of give and lake, of profit 
and loss. God is not an aweinspiring emperor to men. They 
are strong and valorous, friendly and helpful, kindly to those who 
are in difficulty, angry* if at all, only to the enemies of good, 
and merciful to those in repentenct. The relation between men 
and gods was that of friend and friend ; Gods were never 
revengeful, and left men completely free in I heir affairs. They 
never interfered w ith any one's affairs and they never arrogated 
themselves the responsibility for men's conduct in their life. 
Sin is only a deviation from the law of nature and Gods were 
indifferent to the attitude ol man towards them. 

17 , The doctrine of man’s supremacy in the world, starting 
in the Vedas, continued uninterrupted in the channels of thought 
in India until very recent times. If the world is an emanation 
from a supreme spirit, and if God h identified with that supreme 
spirit, man too is identified with the same supreme. Man was 
never subordinate to anything, not even to a Supreme God. 
That is how the absolute was thought of as .foot! da happiness) ; 
and just as God is happiness, so are men loo. To know man 
is to know the absolute and to know the world, and they are 
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known as happiness. The knowledge of man’s true nature nr 
the true nature nr the God or nf the world was not sought after 
for an ultimate fruit in the form of happiness from outside ; 
such a knowledge is the knowledge or man and of the world and 
of God as happiness itself. Philosophy is a journey and at the 
destination, there is happiness. Happiness in man is like sweet* 
ness in sugar ; man’s nature and happiness are identical. 

18 . If religion leaches that man is by nature a sinner and des¬ 
tined to suffer and that release from an and suffering can come 
to man after death only through the grace of God, a knowledge 
of the true nature o! mail along the path oi philosophy can lead 

man only to suffering, Thai is how religion and philosophy 
had to part company even at a very early stage in the evolution 
of thought in the West. Philosophy led man to nothing except 
to a knowledge nf the universe, and it was religion that could 


promise and secure happiness to man, 

19 . In India, there was no such distinction as religion and 

philosophy ; science made use of the explanations of the 
phenomena of the universe supplied by philosophy and 
philosophy tried to account for such phenomena. It is in this 
way that right from the very beginning, the three currents ran 
together along a common clvannel. In the currents flowing 
along a common bed, there can be a difference in velocity and 
depth ; there can he ripples and also whirl-pools. Them was no 
conflict. Science, like the religious texts, began to be known as 
Veda ; we have Gdndhau^^da (music), Ayunxda medicine) 
and Dhanuratda {archery or science of war). Another term that 
we meet with in Sanskrit is Sditra which means "that through 
which instruction is given”. There is another term “Am ■&» 
from the same root, and this term means “instruction’’. 

20 . Still another term that h found associated with a treatise 
on any subject is “JtfMtT*. which means a “desire to know . 
This is verv close in the term ‘philosophy" itself- But m India 
there is no such distinction between Veda, &*■ (instruction) 
and JmfcW (desire for knowledge) as there is between science, 
religion and philosophy in the West. The three terms am inter¬ 
convertible- The three aspects of science, religion and phifoso- 
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phy formed a single current in India. Each pre-supposes the 
other and each depends on the other. This point must be borne 
in mind if one is to understand the exact meaning of ihe term 
"philosophy” in the expression "Indian Philosophy". IfIndian 
Philosophy had happiness as the aim, it is just like sweetness 
being the aim nf sugar, Happiness is not something external 
that is attained through philosophy in India. The truth known 
through philosophy is happiness itself; that is the position. 

Hi, Another point that has been raised against Indian Philo¬ 
sophy, to indicate that the term “philosophy" is not appropriate 
to it, is that Indian philosophy accepts an authority transcending 
reason,while philosophy must be rational,reason being the highest 
judge in all matters relating to the investigation of truth, Thr 
criticism will have a force if what is accepted in Indian philoso¬ 
phy as transcending reason is any scriptural authority. Scrip¬ 
ture in Indian philosophy is only a record or direct experience of 
a transcendental nature, and not any external authority origi¬ 
nating in God or a Teacher. The element of pessimism is an¬ 
other target or criticism against Indian philosophy. Here abb 
what can be termed pessimism is different from the pessimistic 
tone in Western philosophy; it is not Vrdie either, and is what 
for the first lime originated and developed in buddhism. Lack of 
a strongly marked out ethical tone is another such clement that 
has called for some criticism against Indian philosophy its philo* 
sophy. All such points will be taken up In appropriate contexts. 

22 . It is not my intention to write a text book on Indian 
Philosophy. I am interested only in examining certain general 
problems and in indicating certain lines of approach into the 
field of Indian Philosophy. My standpoint amounts to this ; 
has Indian Philosophy been correctly and faithfully presented 
to the modem world ? Arc the criticisms levelled against 
Indian philosophy lair and reasonable? There are two sides 
to these questions. One Ls the side of direct attack on the 
doctrines contained in Indian Philosophy and the other relates 
to the antithesis postulated between the Vedir current with its 
various drawbacks and the Buddhist currents as a corrective 
Id these drawbacks. 
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23 , ] have to analyse ihc questions of the modes of knowing. 
Perception, inference and Authority are not three water-tight 
compartments without any sort nf flow from one to the other. 
There is no perception without an element of inference as an 
integral part of it, and perception by its very nature presupposes 
the existence of certain realities that require the application of 
the inferential process, since such realities fall outside the sphere 
or perception- In the same way, it is the limitation <>r the in¬ 
ferential process that warrants the postulation of a mode of know¬ 
ing in the case of realities that do not come within the range 
of perception and inference- What is termed Autliority as 
a mode of knowing in the field of philosophical speculation, is 
a natural and direct consequence of the nature of perception and 
inference, 

24 .. As between the Vedic path and the Buddhist tendencies, 
there is a confusion of thought that is responsible for the postu¬ 
lation of an antithesis between the Vcdfc current of thought and 
the Buddhist current ; in both the currents there have developed 
certain ripples of the nature of “belief” and "superstition” 
and of rituals. There is also a rationalistic element in both. 
Usually, the religious current consisting of‘beliefs” and "super¬ 
stitions" and rituals in the Vedic current are put against the purely 
philosophical and rationalistic sides in the Buddhist current. 
All the criticisms against the Vedic current in comparison with 
Buddhist current are the direct consequences of such a confusion 
of thought and of such a lack ofdiscri mi nation in approach, 

25 . India has never countenanced a pessimistic view of the 
world and or man’s life in it. It is only in Buddhism that the 
world is condemned as a source of sin, as a seal of suffering. There 
I* a difference between the recognition of suffering as an element 
in the life of man tn the world and the condemnation of life as 
nothing but suffering. In the former case, a progression to a 
higher state may be a natural culmination to life in the world ; 
in the latter case, an escape from the world becomes the goal 
kept in view. In all the Vedic currents of thought, there is re¬ 
cognised an association of the Spirit with Matter In the world. 
But such an association fa the means for disentangling the spirit 
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from such an association. Certain Vedit currents^ like the 
Mtm&thsdj do not accept such an association as an entanglement 
at alb Thus, in the Sdnkhja Text there is the statement * 

The mutual association of the twn 1 the Spirit and the 
Matter, are for the purpose of discriminate viewing and 
effecting the release, like the association of a lame man 
and of a blind man. The world process has been started 
through such an association* 

Here there is no antithesis between Mailer mid Spirit j there is 
only a co-operative understanding between the two* Ira the 
Ayey-tf system of philosophy* cxsperience is either of the nature 
of happiness or the nature of suffering ; it is not unqualified 
suffering, k is in the Vtdertfa that there is a possibility of sus¬ 
pecting a doctrine of life being suffering* inclusive of both 
happiness and suffering aa understood in the ordinary language, 
liut here the difference is not between happiness in release 
and suffering in life ; the difference Is l>etween perfection in 
release and imperfection in life, There is a difference between 
suffering and imperfection. 

ab* We must also distinguish between a purpose for which 
any activity Is undertaken and a natural culmination of such 
activities* There are activities like what are prescribed in. 

One desiring heaven shall prrfutm the Jirtit tarns 
(Fir-Worship) Sacrifice. 

Here there is the prescription of a means for a purpose. 
But there are also passages like. 

One realises Brahman (The Absolute] \ one becomes ihc 
Brahmm* 

Here there is no means prescribed for the attainment of an ob¬ 
jective. The latter is (hr real philosophy, and this is recognised 
in the Vcdfc current itself as superior to activities leading to a 
prescribed fruit. 

An ethical dement as it Is undcratf.Kxl In the investigation 
or religions, comes in when there is predominance of sin over 
virtue in a religion. Punishment for sins and reward for good life* 
ordained by a Supreme Goth form the essence of an ethical 
dcm» nt in religion and philosophy; In India, man is supreme 
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and virtue is the dominating power in man and his lire. 
It is for this reason that critics are not able to detect any high 
ethical, moral level in the Vedie traditions- There is the appli¬ 
cation of a standard that docs not fit into the context and as such 
the conclusion is vitiated. 

28. It is some such general problems that I propose to take 
up for consideration in the following chapters. Is there a real 
system of philosophy in India ? What is a purpose that can be 
kept in view In, and what is a fruit arising from, rational in¬ 
vestigation ? What is Authority that transcends reason ? 
Can Indian philosophical systems help man to understand the 
nature of the universe? What is the relation of Indian Philo¬ 
sophy 10 modern science ? is there conflict or concord between 
the two? Can Indian Philosophy form a back-ground for the 
growth of rationalistic science ? l>oes Indian philosophy 
reflect any advanced and mature thought of man . Does 
Indian philosophy represent a stage in the development ot 
civilisation among men, and does it Form a foundation and 
source Tor the development of human civilization ? I raise 
some problems and consider them. I may not give a reply 
to them. 



chaffer II 

DIRECT EXPERIENCE 


l + I have already said that there has been no conflict between 
science* religion and philosophy in India; but the three are not 
indrnlicaL And we can notice some such distinction between 
the three in the thought currents of India, Such a differentia* 
tion is fairly well-marked in the system of philosophy known as 
S&nkhyc. It is in this system that there is a definite and direct 
enunciation about suffering being the urge for the investigation 
of truth. If man had been absolutely happy, there would have 
been no occasion for any philosophical speculations. The view 
that 11 the security of life, the wealth of natural resources, 
die freedom from worry, the detachment from the cares or exis¬ 
tence and the absence of a tynrannous practical interest stimulated 
the higher life of India 1 ' is not supported either by the texts rela¬ 
ting to Indian philosophy or by examples in other countries. 
What is true is that “the suffering of the world provokes the pro¬ 
blems of philosophy”. 

2. The mere experience of suffering does not result in a course 
of philosophical speculation. If suffering is the nature of man 
and his life in the world, if there be no termination to it* if there 
be no way of effecting such a termination, then too there can be 
no philosophy. If there are other ways also by which such ter¬ 
mination of sufferings in life can be brought about, then too man 
may seek such ways, and philosophy may not develop. This is 
the position taken up in the Sdtikhja philosophy. The Sdnkhya 
system analyses the various possible ways in which man altempts 
to free himselffrom his sufferings. One such way is what sicentr 
prescribes. Another is what religion teaches. 

;j. There are dlfTe rent kinds of sufferings which man experien¬ 
ces in his life. Some are brought about by man himself ; they are 
sufferings of the nature of diseases and poverty through careless¬ 
ness. Then there arc sufferings arising out of the dr mentals 
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of die world ; they are of ihc nature of floods, earth-quake 
and fire. Then there are sufferings brought about by supernatural 
agencies, what men usually call the working of Providence, 
like the sudden death of a child in the home. In the case of some 
such di fferent Irinds of sufferings* the causes arc within the com¬ 
mand of man, and there are remedies prescribed in sciences 
like medicine. In the case of others where the causes are not 
within the command of man, there arc religious practices 
prescribed to propitiate the elemental* and other supernatural 
powers in the world, which it is that bring about such sufferings. 
In this way the common man is satisfied with the available 
modes of freeing himself of sufferings. 

4. But a philosopher takes up a different point of view. Science 
has its own limitations ; science can look at only the surface, 
and on the surface there can be seen only aspects of facts and 
not the facts themselves. On account of this defect, neither 
is the cause correctly and fully understood for the suffering, nor 
are the remedies of an absolute nature, with no possibility of a 
fail ; and even when they are effective* their effects arc not lasting. 
They bring about only a temporary cure for the ailments. 

5. Religion may prescribe cures for sufferings for which scien¬ 
ces arc incompetent in so far as science operates only within facts 
that man can command, and there are sufferings for which the 
causes and the nature do not come within the sphere of man's 
knowledge and abilities. But even religion does not prescribe 
a uniform cure of absolute values. There are terminations for 
such cures and there are gradations for the effects of various 
cures. Some of the ways prescribed in religion practised at that 
time were not quite clean also* in so Tar as animal sacrifices were 
included in such methods. 

6. Ordinary men may be satisfied with cures of a temporary 
nature ; even when there are cases of lapses in the operation of 
such cures, he is not much bothered and consoles himself with 
future hopes of cure. Even decays and gradations in such 
affects or cures and ihc unclean nature of the practices like injury 
to animals may not shake the minds of the ordinary men. It 

Js suffering that is the root of sciences and religions ; hut it is this 
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defective nature of the remedies found in science and in religion' 
that urges a philosopher to try fm ther ways. Thus, there 
is the beginning in ihe Sankhytt karika, the most authoritative 
exposition of the tenets or the system : 

Being overcome by the ihrcr-fold sufferings, there arises 
a desire to find out some means for overcoming them. 
Ifit be said that when there are practical remedies available 
a desire of that nature has no purpose, it is not so ; because 
such remedies do not produce a lasting and an absolute 
effect. What are prescribed in scriptures are not different 
from what are found! in practical sciences; they-are associated 
with decay, gradation and lack of cleanliness. Something 
different from them is what has to be chosen, what arises out 
of a discriminative understanding of the manifested word, 
the unmanifested absolute and man himself who it is that 
knows. 

7. in commenting on this, the great scholar Vacaspad Misra 
says : 

The subject matter of this treatise will not be an object of 
any one’s desire to know if (1) there is nothing called suffering 
in the world, {2) it is not wanted to be avoided and {3) even 
when it is wanted to be avoided it is impossible to completely 
cut it off. There are two condgencies under w-hich it 
becomes impossible to cut it off; either the suffering is eter¬ 
nal or the method of cutting it off is not known. Even 
when it is possible to cut it off, the knowledge which is dealt 
with in the treatise may not be a way of effecting it nr there 
may he another way which is easier to accomplish ; For these 
two reasons also there may not arise any such desire. 

"What is” given above is just what Buddha also has said. 

8 . In the DtummpeJa (the Path of Law), which is one of the 
most authoritative boob relating to the doctrines of Buddhism, 
it is said that there art four truths : 

He who takes refuge in Buddha, in the Law and in the 
Holy Order finds the four-fold Noble Troths, through 
rifht wisdom ; 

Sttfferiwg* tht origination of suffering, and getting ov#r 
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suffering and the Noble Pali) of Eight Elements that brings 

one: to the cessation of suffering. 

There k little difference between the position taken up in the 
Sdnkhja system and in Buddhism. The tight-fold path mentioned 
here consists of (i) Right View {$amm£-dijfhi) t a) Right 
Aspiration iSarnmd-Sztikappo), (3) Right Speech Sammd-Vdtd), 
{4] Right Action (Sammd-Kamman(a} t 5) Right Living {Samtna- 
Jiw )i (6) Right Exertion ($wwm-Vdp 5 rm) t (7) Right Learning 
{SammSSsti) and (8) Right Meditation (&mntd-Samddhi), 
Knowledge and right living arc the two pre-requisites of knowing. 
There is something more than dry logic in the process that leads 
to correct knowledge. 

9 The question of know ledge cannot be dissociated from the 
way of knowing. What is wanted is not mere knowing, but cor¬ 
rect knowing* and there arises the need for a test of the knowledge 
whether it is correct or false. There has been various schools of 
thought in India that have held different view's about the ways 
of knowing and the tests for the correctness of the knowledge. 
There was a school of thought known as the Cdtydkas. No 
text relating to their doctrines have remained* and there is no 
specific community or group of people who are known as having 
held such views. It has sometimes been said that it h the 
“Priests” of the Hindu Religion that completely eradicated all 
traces of that school of thought* it is the work of the orthodox 
defenders of tradition. It is unfortunate that there should have 
been such condemnations. We must remember that it is die 
“Priests”* the defenders of orthodoxy that have preserved somr 
dement or their system. If we have any information about the 
doctrines of the Cdn^ika system, it is not at all due to the efforts of 
the opponents of Hindu Orthodoxy like the Buddhists, Such 
"Priests” have preserved many other things that must be 
objectionable to orthodox virtuosity. 

so. Thus* there is a treatise known as the Science of Love 
[Kdm^dsrlrn) ; it is essentially sexual science. There, it is 
said that one marries for maintaining Law' and one enjoys the 
company of a "free woman” for pleasure. Many objeetlonahlr 
processes are described in that science* from the point of viewof 
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social decency, Yet the text has been allowed to come down to us. 
and there have been later commentaries and recasts of the contents 
of the original work. The original work is ascribed to a great 
Hindu Sage by name Vlteyayana. Its commentator if known 
to be Sahkaracarya ; we do not know if it is the same great 
Sankaracaryu who has written the authoritaive works on Vedanta. 
But tradition has no hesitation to assert such an indentsty» and 
tradition also says that Safikaracarya was a bachelor. There are 
adaptations of that original work and some of them are ascribed 
to kings ; none are ascribed to art opponent of Hindu orthodoxy. 
In dramas scenes are presented oil the stage that could have 
offended the susceptibilities of the orthodox people ; yet such 
dramas continued popular and were freely allowed to be staged. 
In the drama named the jSfdginandG by king Harsha ofKanouj, 
there ii a scene of a festivity in the Capital City after the w edding 
of the hero, and during the revels* the citizens caught hold of 
the character called the VidOsaka who was a Brahmin and began 
to force him to drink aleohoL In another drama named the 
K/gv-jranAtaf there was a quarrel between two generals about 
the leadership of the army, when the commander of the army 
fell in battle. One of them who belonged to the Kshatriya 
community whose profession was war, taunted his rival because 
he belonged to the Brahmin community that had been prohi¬ 
bited from wearing weapons of war, and the Brahmin broke off 
the sacred thread he had on his shoulder as a symbol of his commu¬ 
nity on the open stage saying that if his birth in the Brahmin 
community is his disqualification, there goes (he symbol of that 
affiliation. Maim-Smriii, which is usually condemned as the 
scripture of Hindu orthodoxy, recognises the legitimacy of the 
various kinds of sons born outside wed 4 ock and prescribes their 
sharc in inheritance. In philosophy questions are raised about 
God and the authority of scripture. The tends of the Carvaka 
system are abo taken up for open discussion as legitimate issues 
to be argued and settled by reason. How can we say that the 
“ Priests” and defenders of Hindu orthodoxy are responsible for 
the elimination of all records about this school of thought? We 
must be grateful to them for preserving the main lines of thought. 
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11. Id this system only direct perception is recognised as the 
valid means of knowing* Direct perception leads to some natural 
secondary forma of knowledge and they too are valid. Some 
such secondary forms of knowing may be what 1 $ termed Inference, 
Certainly they recognised that fire is hot without touching it 
every time. To them what is called inference -md such other 
forms of secondary knowledge come under recollection and re¬ 
cognition. Their position is exactly what the scientists of modem 
times take up, that truth can be established by means of direct 
perceptions and natural deductions therefrom. They do not 
recognise things that can be known only by inference and on the 
authority of others, like an enduring soul that continues to ex¬ 
perience moment by moment and that continues to live in another 
body when this body drops out, sin and virute* heaven and hclj r 
God, and die efficacy of religious rituals for bringing about 
iiappiness here or hereafter and for warding off sufferings. 

ia. The Buddhists also took up the same position. They too 
accepted only one way of correct knowing, and that is the way 
of direct perception. They accepted natural deductions from 
direct perception also as a way of Correct knowing, like the 
Cdrvdkai. But they differentiated between direct perception and 
inference as two distinct inodes of knowing. Tire difference is 
only of a technical nature. When some invariable concomi¬ 
tance is established beLwcen two events by direct perception, 
then through such concomitance, wc can infer the presence 
of one of them when the other b present* But Buddhism restrict¬ 
ed the possibilities of such concomitance- to the relation qf cause 
and effect and the relation qf the general and the particular. 
Thus if there h fire, we can infer that (here is heat and when 
there is heat* wc can infer that there is fire. Similarly, when we 
see a tree that belongs to a particular class qf trees also, like 
mango or pine, wc infer that it is a tree. There can be noevtahlish- 
memt of such a concomitance between two events one of which is 
absolutely ouuide the sphere of direct perception, and as such they 
do noc recognise things that can only be infered ; they do not 
recognise any other mode of knowing also * For this reason, 
they like the C&rwkm reject things like an enduring soul and the 
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efficacy of rituals that bring about happiness in another world, 
13, What Buddhism refuses 10 recognise is only the authority 
of the Vedas as prescribing a valid inode of securing happiness after 
death ; they too accept ihc distinction of sin and virtue, and of 
heaven and hctl. They accepted the authority of the teachings 
of Buddha, ft is not right to say that Buddhism is rationalistic 
and Hinduism is dogmatic. In judging Hinduism and Buddhism* 
there has come about a lot of confusion and a mixture ol what 
should have been kept separate. In the Tipi takas, the canonical 
literature of Buddhism, "the views set forth.. ,,.** if not the actual 
doctrine taught by Buddha himself arc yet the nearest approxi¬ 
mation to it we possess,” * k In the Questions 0/ MHindu we seem 
to get a more negative interpretation of the Buddhist t each i ng * 
Nagasena seems to commit Buddha to a negative dogmatism 
which denies soul, God and a future for the liberated* He is 
a thoroughgoing rationalist, who adopted the scientific method 
rigorously and tore off the screen of make-believe which pious 
hands had woven round the image of truth to disguise its uglier 
aspects,” 11 Suspended judgment was Buddha's attitude' reck¬ 
less repudiation was Nagscna* s amendment, 

14- When it comes to a judgment of the conditions of Indian 
thought prior to the advent of Buddha, it is said that “the Veda* 
had already gained a mysterious sanctity”, and that it was ait 
age of speculative chaos* full of inconsistent theologies and vague 
wrangling^,* 1 Further, 11 anarchy in thought was leading io 
anarchy in morals*” "Buddha .*,.**.*-frit that the world would 
be better for the triumph of natural law over supernatural ism. 
It was his privilege to start a religion independent of dogma 
and priesthood, sacrifice and sacrament,” Here we find au 
apology for the distortions of Buddha’s teachings in the Mitiur 
dapedha (Questions of MUmdn and a condemnation of the specu¬ 
lations of thzBmhmenas and the Upatiitads of the Ycdic literature 
15. This is followed by the statement that “Buddha himself 
admits that the dharma which he has discovered by an effort of 
self-culture is the ancient way. the Aryan path, eternal clharma. 
Bud dha is not so much creating a n ew d harm a as red isco vering an 
old form-"* "To develop his theory Buddha had only to rid the 
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b'partisans nif iheir inconsistent compromises with Vedic polthyrism 
and religion.’* Here is an admission that there had been even 
m a prior age the reign of rationalism; and who could they be 
who had developed this rational outlook on the problems of life ? 
Since they must be prior to the Upanisuds, they must be the very 
people who had developed the culture represented by the Vedas 
including the Btakmsnas. 

16* What I wont to make dear is (hat (here was nothing 
started through (he advent or Buddha as an original coulee in the 
thought of man in India, absolutely different from the ways of 
i bought of a previous age* What we have h only a continuation 
of Ehe old course with slight changes in directions, in contents* in 
volume and in relative emphasis. We do not know much about the 
nature or thought in India prior lo the time of Buddha, in what is 
called the Vedic Age* The position is the same even during the 
time qJ Buddha. We have little materials for evaluating the 
Indian Thoughts even in the time of Buddha. Even the record* 
of the Teachings of Buddha, which relate to a much later date 
than the time of Buddha, do not help us very much. Systematic 
accounts of how man thought, how man knew, are found only 
in the pcst-Buddhistic age in the history of Indian thought. 

17* Wc do not have a work like Aristotle's Logic in the whole 
range of Vedic literature, nor docs such a work make its appeara¬ 
nce in the literature recording the teachings of Buddha, But we 
cannot say that they did not have logic at that time. There is 
no doubt about it that people came together* (hat they debated, 
that they discussed and that they arrived at conclusions. 'What 
we do not find h only the text books on logic* and not logic itself. 
They knew of different modes of knowing ; they recognised 
■difference* in what were known. They analysed and da^sifird ; 
they compared and they investigated. We may not find a 
classification of the modes of knowing as direct perception. 
Inference and Authority ; we may not find the classified catego¬ 
ries with divisions and definitions, 

(8. Hut wc do find terms that suggest logical tvays of thinking. 
In a work called the Tmidrij’arGnjalta^ which may be late wit [tin 
the Vedic literature* but which certainly 1 $ early in Indian liters 
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turc, there are the terms Pratyaksa and meaning Direct 

perception and Inference. There are the other two terms Smfti 
and Aititya* Both relate to Authority. Smfti is what is reman- 
he red and Aitihya is Tradition. SmrU or what is remembered 
is a very definite system of knowledge handed down from the past 
which is accepted as authoritative and dependable. Aitihya 
or tradition is just what was known as having come down from 
the past and what they took for granted without the same sanc¬ 
tion for validity and dependability. 

tg. There is a distinction drawn between things that are Pftity- 
km or coming within the sphere of direct perception and that are 
Pmakfa or TaLling out of such direct perception. What cornea 
within ilie sphere of direct perception for some, may fall outside 
such direct perception for others. In such matters the former 
becomes "Authority” for the latter. This shows a recognition 
of the fact that perception takes us only to aspects of reality 
and not to reality itself. The latter docs not come within the 
sphere of all, though the former may. All can have a direct 
perception of some aspects of things. Such aspects are limited 
by forms {Rupa ; and names {JVifiiia}. We find various records, 
within the Vrdic literature, of how some gave Instructions to 
others about the reality of things. Even learning, booklorr, 
is not sufficient for understanding the reality. This stands 
in need of special capacities* Ordinary men may perceive forms 
of things and may designate such forms by names. But they do 
not £ec the thing itself. For that there must be ratiocination 
(Mtrnam or Miiwmm y both derived from the root AJWto think j + 
Even this leads only to a general idea* and for a specific under¬ 
standing there must be direct perception through a special insight. 

20. Nothing was accepted on blind faith. There was doubt* 
Vitiktis&t which is a very popular terminology^ found in the Vedic 
literature r The word is from the root Cit (to know) with the 
suffix Sd (meaning “Desire”) and with the prefix Pi (meaning 
distinctly or separately)* This is a logical doubt and not an 
aspect of ignorance. Here when two alternatives are known, 
there is the desire to know the one as distinct from the other and 
also to know which Is acceptable. It may be that other terms 


DIRECT EXPERIENCE 


*1 


that appear as preludes to a determinate knowledge, tike Vifm- 
rjaya (Wrong understanding terms like cause and effect with 
their true relations, terms like Pmflii anti .Yirrlli (Activity and 
Retirement}* and terms like Vkqpa (object or knowledge) 
are missing from the Vcdic literature. We may not find a 
definition of the relation of the general and the particular, of the 
universal and the individual. But we cannot say that thought 
was still undeveloped. The fact may be that the intellectual 
level was so high that there was no need for text-books, that such 
things may have been taken as matters or course. 

ai* We Find the clear distinction drawn between what is and 
whal is not Sat and /hat). They distinguished the appearance 
From the real nature, and they had been freely making use of the 
suffix Td or Tva to indicate the nature of things, adding the suffix 
to the name. Logic is closely Inter-linked with grammar, and cer¬ 
tainly considerable progress had been made in the investigation 
of the nature of. language In the Veche time's. Di vision of the 
sentence into words classified as various “Farts of Speech' 1 
like noun and verb, the analysis of words into roots, suffixes 
and prefixes, distinctions of eases and numbers Vibhakii and 
Vacam), ascertainment of accents and metres and all such facts 
show that there had been a very minute analysis or the Facts 
of language. Can we say that they could not think logically, 
that thought had not properly developed among the people 
at that time ? We may not find a treatise cm logic, but we do 
not miss any logical, any systematic way of making state¬ 
ments, and this show's a systematic and logical way of thinking. 
Further, we have regular treatises on Phonetics and on grammar, 
including etymology and prosody, which Tact shows that logic 
too must have been developed to a high standard in the Ycdic 
times. Do we say that there was no logic In Greece in the time of 
Socradse or Plato in so far as it was Arwtoilc who for the first 
time wrote out a treatise on Logic ? 

22- A treatise on logic cannot arise out of a vacuum where 
there was no logical though! at all previously. A treatise on 
b a codification of theories already current, accepted and ptae* 
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list'd. In the literary records of the teachings of Buddha we see 
no more evidence of a system of logic than what we find in the 
Vedic Literature, namely, the Brahmans and the Ufianisad Ultra- 
lures. In both we find the influence of logic though not logi¬ 
cal details, 

23* The Cdrvdfm mode of approach must have been an inte¬ 
gral pari of Vedic thought, Vedic tradition ascribes the system 
to Brhupati f who is one of the important Deities of the Veda, 
and who is the teacher of the gods according to post-Vedic 
traditions* In the Candka system there is an emphasis on the 
ikets of life and die doubts raised against the other world and the 
paiEis towards U + In the flgpeda we find the same emphasis on 
the facts of life; there is practically nothing of a desire to reach 
another world exhibited by the poets of the ffgutda. This has 
been the traditional approach to the interpretation, and Saunaha, 
a great authority on Vedic interpretation in the early stages, says 
that he was not able to sec much of a prayer by the poets for 
a it .lining heaven, in his exegelieal work called the Brhadrittata. 
The insignificance of the world in which wc find ourselves and 
the eagerness to escape from it are found very prominently even 
in the earliest literature relating to the leaching of Buddha. 
If there had been any intellectual force working against the doc- 
doctrines of the CdrzJkas, it could have been in the Buddhist 
currents. And it h the literature bearing on the Vedic tradition 
that has preserved the doctrines of this system and not the 
Buddhist literature. 

24. In the Vedic tradition there is the distinction drawn bet¬ 
ween normal experience of the many and the super-normal expe* 
rience of the lew. 1 he normal experience consists of direct per- 
ccption and inference:. The fruits of the super-normal experience 
of the few are passed on to others through what was known as 
Smjit what was remembered), what was dependable authority* 
There were many other things that remained outside the sphere 
of direct perception and inference, and that w ere also known 
and communicated from age to age through generations and that 
were taken for granted by the people. That is what is called 
Ailihya or Tradition. 
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25. The three categories of knowledge coming within direct 
pertcption s inference and tradition related to the normal 
experiences. They had a bearing only on the aspects of truth. 
Then, there is another channel of perceptions inference and direct 
experience coming within the capacity of the few. The latter is 
philosophy. Science and religion came within the scope of the 
former. The C&v&kas and the Buddhists were confined in their 
thought to the category of normal perception and inference there¬ 
from * Thi rigs fal I i ng ahsoki tdy outside the sphere of such normal 
experience had no bearing on the thoughts of Buddhists and Car- 
It is here that there is the real difference between the 
Vedic and the Buddhist currents of thought. The Buddhist 
current stopped short of the point to which the Vedic current 
flew. Direct perception or the normal type found a place In 
both, and reason of a particular group also found a place in both* 
But in the Vedic current there was reason of another group, 
and also direct experience of a super-normal nature. 



CHAPTER III 


REASON 

i. When we speak of the position of "reason” in Indian 
Philosophy in con{ past to scriptural authority it is unreasonable 
to say that there was an age dominated by scriptural authority 
and that it w as Buddhism that introduced nr revived the element 
of free reason into the philosophical field. Perception* reason 
and authority—all played their respective parts in the Vedic 
thought and also in the Buddhistic thought. We cannot 
distinguish the one from the other on this basis- There is a 
difference in approach, in the nature of reason as accepted in 
Buddhism and in the Vedic path. Scant justice has been done 
by recent writers to the philosophy of the Vedas. “Againrt 
tradition of this kind* human ingenuity is valueless,If 
the Taitrirlya Samhita in a moment of sanity admits the possibility 
of doubt whether a man really rxists in yonder w orld or not, that 
candour Is accidental and episodic. The theologidans of the 
Brahmanas are not prepared to admit to ignorance of any sort* 
and revelation reduces them to interpretation at their pleasure, 
aided by the fact of the bizarre nature of the revealed texts/* 
Such remarks arc unfortunate. 

a. The condemnation is directed mainly against the Brahman# 
portion of the Vedas, with which are associated the "Prints”. 
There is better appreciation of the Upanif&ds where thry find 
some element of free thinking. There is the denunciation of 
‘‘the mechanical sacerdotalism of the Brahman as' 1 — ; “The 
Uparusads sought to square a growing idealistic philosophy 
with the dogmas of a settled theology*’ ■— which in the context 
is the religion of the Brdhmmm portion. “The advance of the 
Upanijads on the Vedas consists in......a protest against the 

externalism of the Vedic practices and an indifference to the 
saeredness of the Veda/* — “The attitude of the Upanisads 
is not favourable to the sacredness of the Vedas' 1 . —The reason 
for such contrast between the Vedas, by which the Brahnmana or 
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ritualistic portion is understood* and the Upantfeds is that such 
writers find some dost: relation in the Upamsads to the Buddhist 
thought, as already slated in the citation* given in the previous 
chapter- The real position is that Buddha was ]>orn h was trained* 
and lived, in an atmosphere of Vedic rituals and Vcdic thought* 
All the ftpj (Sages whom he met and with whom he had discus¬ 
sions belonged to the Vcdic tradi don and there was nothing but 
cordiality and mutual regard between Buddha and such Rris~ 
There was absolutely no disapproval of the Vedic ways on 
the part of Buddha, except w hat we can detect within the W-die 
literature itself, like the Vpamsads. This has special reference to 
the value of rituals in comparison with the approach of rationri- 
nation to reach the goal of final hnppnincss. The Ufwnifatk 
recognised that the fruits of rituals are of an impermanent 
nature and that permanent fruits can lie obtained only 
from a realisation through knowledge. This is also the 
principle found in the earlier stages of the development of Vedic 
thought. In die Rgvida t the superiorly of Imdlrctuaibm with 
the deep mysteries of the world,, w ith the concealed positions of 
the gods, with the supreme position of the groat God Vbftu 
and with the immortal nature of that position obtained through 
knowledge, b quite pluiii. In die Vcdic tradition itself there b 
the record of an ad mission of the close of the age when people 
couJd nr the 1 'beyond”* the true nature of the Law f D karma) 9 
as is found in the statement of Ylska in the Jfimkta* 

3, It must also be understood that practically everything 
that we find in the records of the teachings of Buddha relate to 
the Monks 'the Bkikkus) r whom Buddha had gathered round him, 
Buddha seldom addressed the “publfc Tt ; he was addressing hvs 
own disciples and associates, and the admonition* that wr find 
in the teachings of Buddha are mainly directed against the Bhikb& 7 
who were hb disciples and associates, and their way? of liht and 
their ways of approach to reach the goal* Buddha did not 
originate the Order of Bhikkus 'monks j. He used to meet 
them and it is his contact with the Bftt&ktis that urged him to 
take to their ways for the realisation of the right goal, abandoning 
the worldly ways to happiness in the form the en joying luxuries in 
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ill p palace, with ritualisms and various forms ofrcligiotH practices 
and religious beliefs. He was at first dissatisfied and he had to 
move along an independent path. When he reached the goal 
by walking along his own path, he was able to get some of his old 
associates arou nd him, and his following increased. His teachings 
were meant for such recruits to his new rcl igion, 11 was not at all 

a rebellion against the Vedic Path, it was a reform of the Path 
trodden by some people who did not follow the true Vedic Path 
oi rituals along with knowledge as a unity. They were the 
Brahmacarin f of the ffgztda and the Aiharva-Vfda, people who lived 
a particular mode oi life in search of Brahman, the Ultimate, in 
contrast to others who may lie designated Ihahnwvadins, people 
Who realised the Gods and who sang songs [Brahman) bout them, 
the jfirrr. 

4. A congeries or conflicting theories and guesses, accepted 
by some and denied by other, changing with men, reflect* 
ing the individual characters, emotions and wishes of their 
authors, lilled the air, '1 here were no admitted facts or principles 
which all recognised, but only dissolving views and institutions. 
Discussions were ripe about the finiteness or infiniteness, or 
neither or both, of the world and the self, and the distinction of 
truth and appearance, the reality of a world beyond, the conti¬ 
nuance of the soul after death and the freedom of the will.„,I t 

v.as an age of speculative chaos, full of inconsistent theologies 
and vague wrangling*.The exituberant fancy of the meta¬ 

physically minded thus sported with time, space and ememity, 
and vulgarised the noble art of philosophy . Great truths were 
hidden away in the fogs of misty metaphysics,” This is just the 
situation in which Buddha saw the Monks with whom he came 
into contact. Naturally "Buddha was struck by the clashing 
enthusiasm, ihe discordant systems, ihc ebb and the flow of belief, 
and drew from it all his own lesson of the futility of metaphysical 
thinking. Therefore Buddha wished to steer clear of profit teat 
metaphysical discussions.” Nothing can he more true than the 
view that "Whatever metaphysics we have in Buddhism is not 
the 01 iginaJ Dhamma but added to it (Abhidhamma). Budhimt 
is essentially psychology, logic and ethics, and not metaphysics.” 
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5* In the above passages we have the correct explanation 
for the difference in the position which reason w n< accorded in 
the Buddhist philosophy and in the Vrdic philosophy. In the 
Vedlc system, reason was a passage to reach the higher truths 
through a preess of realisation instead of being a wild chase which 
reason chanced to be among the predecessors of the Bhikkui 
whom Buddha organised into a regular Order, Buddha wanted 
to hold reason back from such an aimless rush* Buddha never 
denied a “Beyond’* Tor the iighimatc sphere of reason. That 
beyond 3 + could not be reached along the path by which reason 
was flowing among the BmhmacdriiUj who became the Bhikkus 
of the Order organised by Buddha, Buddha had to stop w ith 
the stage of such a restraint; he did not point out the way 
along which reason could go further, so that the intellect could 
reach the right goal, What Buddha did not teach became what 
did not matter, what did not exist* according to the later followers 
of his teachings. There was no conflict* there was not even a 
difference between what Buddha taught and what was the 
accepted position in the Vedic thought; the difference and even 
^ conflict arose at a later stage* on account of this positive con¬ 
clusion drawn out of the negative position taken by Buddha. 

6 fc The Cdrvdfau recognise only perception as the mode of 
knowing. This includes also experiences naturally coming out 
ol direct perception. Thus they know that lire bums* without 
directly perceiving the burningsemadon* just from the knowledge 
lhat there is fine. The Buddhists accepted the latter as a separate 
mode of knowing* and called it inference from a “universal 
relation-’- But they reduced such a universal relation to two 
patterns, the relation of cause and effect and the relation n the 
class and the particular. Thus, there is a universal relation 
between fire and burning produced by it, and there Is also such 
a relation between a tree and its nature as a particular class of 
tree like “Mango". We can infer one from the other, as between 
these two pairs. We can infer lire from heat and the nature of 
being a tree from the nature or being a mango tree. 

7. In such relations, both the things that arc so related come 
within the sphere of direct perception, though at the particular 
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moment of inference, one of them may not be within the sphere 
of a direct perception. In the system, such a knowledge 

at the lime ■vt Jicn the fact was not within the sphere of direct 
perception is included under recollection, and they do not accept 
anything like a universal relation* It makes little difference in 
practical matters whether both of them are brought within a sinlge 
mode of knowing like perception* as the Gdrvdkas do* or whether 
they are spoken of as iwo distinct modes of knowing like percept* 
iton and inference* as the Buddhists do. The actual scope 
of knowing is the same in both. This is the position taken up 
in modem science also* They accept universal relationships 
only in so far as they came within the sphere of direct observation 
and only In so Ihr as they arc warranted by such observation. 

8. Such a mode of perception is natural to all intelligent 
beings, not excluding beasts. This is what Sankara says in his 
BM&a (Gommrntraryj on the Vedanta »Sutras in the Introductory 
portion, that so far as the knowledge through perception and 
related modes are concerned they arc common between m a n and 
beasts. That much of reasoning is found in beasts also. When 
a man approaches a cow with a stick or with green grass in his 
hand, the cow kmms the diHerencc that in one case there may be 
tome harm done to it and [hat in the other it may get something 
acceptable. But man’s reasoning faculty brings something more 
than this within its sphere. Man deduces from observed facts 
certain relation ships that go beyond the sphere of direct percept 
lion. Man’s reasoning faculties carry him to a stage where 
reasoning itself becomes defunct and where something transcend* 
ing it lias to ssep in for propel functioning. It h here that there 
is the true difference between the Vcdic approach and the 
Buddhist approach to problr ms in philosophy. 

9. 1 have already said that in the SftiJtkjta system we can 
find a dear demarcation of the line between the normal function* 
Lng of reason and the super-normal functioning. There are two 
sets of problems that fate man. Some come within the scope of 
science [what is termed Dsstn or seen) and others come within 
the scope of religion (what is termed Aimiramka or what follows 
scripture). The i;ufferings which create the problem for man are 
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of three kinds, what arises from man himsdf {AdhySimika}, what 
arises from the Elemental {AdMbkmtika) and what arise from 
Providence [ Adhidakika). Science and religion provide remedies 
ior all the three kinds of sufferings, 

to. But there is a still higher problem, not the problem of 
finding a remedy to particular sufferings, hut the general problem 
of why there is suiting at all in the world. Neither science nor 
religion prescribes a remedy for the menial suffering brought 
about in the form of this higher problem. Ordinary sufferings 
of the above three-fold nature come and when some remedy 
is applied the y go. But there are cases when the remedy may not 
be affective. There is no case when the remedy brings about an 
alisolute cure. At least the suffering in the form of having to 
face the problem of why there is suffering, cannot be removed 
by any of (he remedies prescribed in science or in religion. 
Here is a limitation to science and religion. It is not a ease of 
absolute helplessness [ n the matter of completely eradicating the 
elrmcnt of such a suffering. There is a higher remedv for this 
transcendental suffering and the remedy is f„ un d in philosophy 
in knowing the true nature of the world in its absolute nature 
where there is no differentiation or manifestation, of the world 
m it! charging and differentiated condition and of the man w ho 

*eZlU mmt hC ^ ndati ° n lhc three among 

ii* It is wrong to say that philosophy prescribes a remedy 
against suffering and that as such it has a purpose and ceases to 
" true philosophy. Philosophy does not deal with this or that 
form oi suffering in the world ■ it deals only with the problem of 
suffermg ,n -^ universal aspect, why them is suffering and what 
the nature of this suffering is. It is only an intellectual discomfort 
-d am only the few that can have such an intellectual 
comfort having to lace such a problem about suffering. 
Generally people arc interested only in this or in that suffering 

l n Z ,T U,at 9amdD * The ^ arc ^ffcrent to xZ 

g «ai problem ol how suffering has arisen in the world at all 

I2JSS ° f ff Wh ° arc il3di,rerent 10 Uie probIem ° f 'his form 
form of offering and whose interests are confined to the 
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general problem of how suffering has arisen in man*5 lif<\ This 
Utter problem is for philosophers (for Panditas) as is said in 
Indian works and not for the ordinary people (for Pamar&s). 

is. This is exactly what Sankara has said tinder the first 
Aphoriom in his Bhasya (commentary) on the Vtianta Suirus, 
He enumerates four qualifications for being 11 philosopher. 
He must distinguish between the problems of this impermanent 
world and the eternal problems of the world. He must have 
certain mental disciplines. He must noi have any motives of 
realising the common fruits of action whether in this world or in 
the world beyond. He must have a desire for release from 
bondages. The last is the real qualification. 

13. The term il Release from bondage*connotes only an 
intellectual Limitation, felt only by the intellectuals; it has nothing 
to do with any physical discomfort, Such a discomfort is produced 
on accent of some problems of a transcendental nature, and lias 
no reference to the day-to-day life of man. Ah scientists fed such 
discomfort, and all advances in science are due to the effort of the 
scientists to obtain release from this isondage in the form of such 
a discomfort r Such a purpose in the form of obtaining release 
from bondage is common between Indian philosophy on one 
side and modem philosophy and modem science on the other side. 
The fundamental question in philosophy is p “How do wt know ?” 
Thus the modes unknowing* the criterion for determining whether 
what is known has liecn validly known and othrr questions claim 
the first place when philosophy has to be started* The Sa-ikAye 
philosophy* like all systems of philraophy in India, assigns 
the foremost position to this problem in its scheme* 

14. Modes of knowing are recognised as three-fold- 
perception* inference and testimony or a reliable person * 
all the various modes of knowing found in other syitems 
are included within this. Indeed, objects of knowledge 
can he established only through modes of knowing. 

The term for perception here is Z>r//e* which in the first verse 
was used in the sense of what is known through experience, and 
I had brought science under that term* That includes both 
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direct perception and deductions that naturally follow from such 
observations. There it meant the wider field of direct experience 
and here it is used in a restricted sense of “perception/* The 
iciTii for “testimony of a reliable person" is Apia*vacant• Apt® 
literally means “one who has attained*” that is, one who has 
understood truth and who, as such* can be truslcd* who is 
reliable, 

15. lei the Veda there were the two terms, Sm*ii and 
AUthjra. Both nf them arc brought within this Uttti here. The 
testimony of reliable persons comprehends the knowledge realised 
by the the Sages* who could see into the truth of things in 
the world, such knowledge being handed down from generation 
to generation and that is remembered through such passage. 
It also comprehends such truths that were known and that were 
handed down from generation to generation, but that may no* 
have had the same validity as the former ; this may l*e mere 
tradition. Every' information derived indirectly on the authority 

of another person comes within this second category. 

What Is called “perception” h a determinate knowledge 

relating to and restricted to each individual object. 
Inference has been spoken of as of three kinds,. 
This has the “mark” and the “marked 11 kept in view 
before it. What, on the other hand, is called “icsti- 
mtrny of a reliable person 11 is the authority of a reliable 
person and also the authority of scripture* 

Certainly, a “determinate knowledge’* is not confined to a 
knowledge derived through a bare, direct contact of the object 
with a sense-organ. The primary 1 mode of know ing ts when an 
object eotnra in contact with a sense-organ. But neither in men 
nor even in beasts docs such a contact stop with the production, 
of a mere isolated impression of the object. Certain common 
features between, such objects that come into contact with thr 
sense-organ* certain associations between different objects ihat 
come into contact with the sense-organ* and other factors are 
direct and natural consequences of such contacts. Thus when I 
see a red jar, I do not gel the impression of the colour and an 
object as two distinct ones. I get the notion of ajar through the 
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itco^nitiMii f>r common attributes found in various objects. 
When I am burned lay fire I know that there would lesuli burning 
from another Hre that ] may see. I may know from another 
person that a particular fruit is sweet. Thus practically every 
kind of knowledge can lie included within perception (which 
comprehends what are naturally deduced from the direct per¬ 
ception i, So, wliy is it that two other morif! are also mentioned 
in this list of modes of knowing ? 

16. I have already said that the classification of the modes 
of knowing into perception and inference in the Buddhistic 
systems is more academic than real. If what comes within the 
sphere ol inference in Buddhist philosophy can be accepted as a 
natural extension of the sphere of perception, then perception 
alone can lie held as sufficient as the mode of knowing. Here 
in the passage cited above, there is need fur holding the two 
other modes as distinct Irani perception, incapable of being 
l('cognised as a natural extension of the sphere of perception. 
It is for this purpose that there arc the three items given in the 
classification of the modes of know ing. There are objects in the 
world that cannot lie understood through deductions that 
naturally follow from direct perception. It is irue that inference 
cannot function where there lias been no perception. Bur ihe 
extension of the sphere of perception lor comprehending such facts 
of the universe is riot a process of natural deductions that follow 
from perception. It is a special process. And all the facts know n 
nn the testimony of a reliable person do not come within the 
sphere uf ordinary perception of the individuals from whom such 
information has proceeded. In the original source there might 
tie processes different from the normal process of perception, 
thus within ir ference and the testimony of reliable persons there 
arc facts of the universe that can never ccrnc within the sphere 
of normal perception. For this reason, perception is defined 
as a determinate knowledge in respect of and restricted to 
individual! Ibcts, run lined to thrmselves, without extending such 
knowledge to the further processes of deductions that may 
naturally follow from the perceptions. 

1 7, It is not my purpose to write a text-book on Indian logic. 
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I cannot deal with the divisions of the modes of knowing and the 
details relating to each of such modes. But I have to enter into 
a few minor details to make some general topics dear* 1 took 
up the Sinkhji t text as the basis* since that gives a simple, dear 
picture of the modes of knowing recognised in I ndiaji Ph ilosophy. 
But unfortunately* there is no uniform tradition regarding the 
interpretation of the text, and so I have to enter into such 
minor details. If the text Siad been clear and if interpretations 
had been uniform* so far as this particular point is concerned, I 
could have straight away passed on to such general principles. 

18. In the above classification and explanation of each 
of the modes, there Is mention of a threefold division o inference. 
The text itself docs not say what the three divisions of inference 
are, And this has an intimate bearing on the relation of inference 
to perception* In the text-books relating to logic as developed 
by the system, there are three kinds of inferences mention¬ 

ed, namely, Purvarai t SrsGi'st and Sdm&jtyato-dftfa . Purra means 
prior™ and “Sesa means lt posterior*** The first two divisions 
mean “what has a prior” and “what has a posterior”* The 
third is “what has been seem (Drsta) in general (Stsmonjatnh)™ 
In the inference of a Hood from a rain (which ifi prior), and in 
the inference of rain from the flood (which h posterior), we 
have the instances of the first two kinds. The third Ls the usual 
system of inferences through a universal. 

19* In all inferences, there must be the “mark” and the 
"marked” known in advance* The classical syllogism of Indian 
Logic Is ; 

There Is fire on the mountain. 

because there Ls smoke or it* 

Here smoke is the “mark” that has tjeen seen, and fire is what Is 
known as “marked” by smoke. That means * smoke is a mark 
from which we can know that there must be lire. But in an 
inference there must be the knowledge of the smoke (Middle 
Term) and of fire (Major Term) as being held together by a 
universal relation. There must also be the knowledge of the 
mountain (Minor Term) as being marked by that mark of smoke. 
Thus we must have the mark and two thing? marked by that* 
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and this necessitates the repetition of the element of “marked’ 1 
in the above explanation. 

20. Here what is meant is that in all cases of inference, there 
must be recognised a universal relation lictwecn the Major and 
the Middle lerms. 13 at there is another interpretation that this 
expression refers to inferences of the “marked’* from the 
“mark” and of the '‘mark” from the “marked”, as in the case 
of die inference of a man being a monk from his staff (“marked” 
from the “mark”) and in the case or the inference of a staff 
being the mark of monk from the fact that it is carried by a monk 
I mark from the “marked ), If liiis be ihc correct interpreta¬ 
tion, we would have expected some mention of the third division 
also, in so lur as three divisions were indicated just previously. 
So this is not an elaboration of the three-ibid division mentioned 
previously. 

21. In the interpretation of the above terms “mark** and 
“marked” I do not accept any t>[ the old commentators. My 
own view is that by using the two terms there was no indication 
of two separate points taken as preceding an inference, a "mark" 
and a marked , WIiaL is meant is only the antecedence of a 
relation of the two, the “mart” and the “marked”, before an 
inference is possible. So, the passage means ; 

That (inference) has as ''antecedent (ihe relation 
between) the “mark" (j.e., Middle Term) and the 
“marked ' (j.c. the Major term), 
i he three-fold inference is based on a universal relation between 
two events. 

22. There is another explanation of the three-fold division 
of inferences. One is the inference from positive concomitance 
and another is the inlereitcc from negative roncomitance. Thus 
from the presence of smoke we infer fire and from the absence 
of fire we infer the absence of smoke. The former has two 
divisions. In some eases the concomitance may be known by 
actual observation as in the case of smoke and fire in a kitchen 
etc. (ihb is the classical way of explaining the position). 
Then there are eases where ihe relation is not directly perceived 
and established, but is itself known only through deductions based 
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on other pieces of knowledge. Thus we can understand the 
concomitance of smoke and life by direct observation of the 
facts in a kitchen etc. Bui how do we know the concomitance of 
the perception of colour, sound etc, with the functioning of 
sense-organs like the eye and the car ? It Ls not by direct observa¬ 
tion, since the sense-organs and ihcir functioning do not fad 
within the sphere of observation. But we know Tram the acts vices 
or a potter or a weaver when they make ajar or weave a cloth, 
that every activity is related to an instrument In that way we 
deduce that the perception of colour etc* being an activity, 
requires an instrument* and we deduce further that the respective 
instruments are the eye, the ear etc* But my own view is that 
the reference of die three-fold division of inferences is to what is 
accepted in the jVya^a system, mentioned above ; the statement 
here is that the three-fold division lias been recognised (.dMya/a)* 
which means recognised in some authoritative text* 

S3- The important point is that in this three-fold division 
of inferences, as recognised in the Nydjc system, there is the third 
division called the Sdmritrjaio-Dffta (What has been seen in 
general )* In the next verse in die text this expression 

is found* and the verse is : 

“Generally, on the other hand, from w r hat is seen, of 
tilings hilling beyond the sphere of sense-organ, there 
is the cognition , from inference. 

I have given a literal translation of the different words that occur 
there (only first half), and I have marked the meanings of the 
individual words by commas. The question is whether we have 
to take the first and the third words together as forming a single 
group* and take that group ;ls an adjective qualifying the last 
woi'd. If this be so h then the translation will be : 

There is the cognition of thi ngs falling beyond sphere 
of sense-orgaui, on the other hand* from the inference 
of the nature of what k seen generally. 

This is the interpretation that is generally accepted by the 
commentators. But in interpreting the passage in this way, 
there is some serious difficulty.. In the second half of this verse 
w hat is given is the content of the sphere of ^Authority,” 
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I he objects that can be cognised only through the authority of 
another. If this first half is interpreted as giving the content of 
the sphere of inference, then the question arises why the content 
ol the sphere of perception is not specified. It is may be said that 
although such a content of the sphere of perception is not 
given, it is implied in the statement that the content of the sphere 
of inference tails outside the of sphere sense-organ^ By impli¬ 
cation the content of the sphere of perception falls w ithin the 
sphere of sense-organs. 

23, Even then. there is s-iill a great difficulty remaining. 
In this first half, as interpreted in the above way, it is not the 
content of inference that is staled ; what is stated lx only the 
content ol a particular fonn of inference, one or the three vai idles 
mentioned in the previous verse. There it has been staled that 
there are three varieties of inference, and the commentators give 
1 he three varieties in different ways. In one of them, the term 
"of ^e nature of what ss generally seen 1 * [Samanyata Dfffa) 
has not been given a place. In the other the term occurs * but 
the question arises why cognition of things that fall outside the 
range of sense-organs is restricted to this particular variety of 
inference and not to inference in general; 

25. Therefore, the first half has to be interpreted in another 
w ay. It has to be split tip into two parts. The meaning will be : 

The congition of things is generally from perception 
{Dwta) j that of things falling outside the sphere of 
sense-organs is From inference. 

Some commentators have adopted such an interpretations also. 
The position is like this, Generally, we know things through 
perception, and by perception may be meant deductions that 
come out naturally from perceptions, in addition. But there arc 
things that fall completely outside the sphere of sense-organs, 
and for the cognition of such things, we must have resort to 
inference. There is also the possibility of extending the scope 
of generalisation beyond the sphere of sense-organs. 

a6. I have already said that the Buddhists accept only two 
kinds of universal relations, that which exists between a cause and 
an effect and that which exists between a general and a particular, 


REASON 39 

like lire and burning, a*id a particular kind of tree and tree 
in general from a particular tree. 

When burning k inferred from fire, and tree in 
general from a particular tree, there are ike cases 
of the two kinds of inference. 

But there is a third variety or universal relation* what 
subsists between two objects that arc observed as concomitant, 
without necessarily a relation coming within either of what 
has been accepted by the Buddhists, This is what is called 
inference of the nature of “what is seen generally’*. An instance 
has already I seen given, the inference of the functiomngof a sense- 
organ in the perception of colour, sound etc. Sense-organs 
and their functioning arc absolutely outside the sphere of sense- 
organs. In the same way, we find that In every activity that 
produces an effect there k the functioning of an intelligent 
agent, like a potter or a weaver in the production of a jar or of a 
cloth. Can we infer such an agem in the case of the production 
of other objects, even when such an agent is beyond the sphere 
of sense-organs ? Who produced the clay* out of which a potter 
can make a Jar? Can we infer an agent in the form of Cod 
in such a case? Every material effect like ajar goes back on 
a material cause like the day. Is it possible to establish a universal 
relation between a material affect and a material cause, even in 
cases where such a material cause Mh outsi de the sphere of sense- 
organs ? Does the whole material world go back on some finer, 
infinite* Indivisible and unproduced matter ? Everything k 
Sound to have an opposite ; since there k change in matter, can 
we say that there is an opposite in the form of a changeless Spirit ? 
These are cases where wc have to resort to inference* that proceeds 
beyond the scope of perception. 

ay* The real difference between the Vedic schools of thought 
and the Buddhist schools is not that one k amlioritarian while 
the other is rational. The difference is essentially In the scope 
of inference, which k brought about by the difference in the scope 
of universal The fundamental position of the Buddhists is 
that a universal relation exists only between what are determined 
as casuc and effect and between what are determined as the two 
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aspects of the same thing* what are really identical [Tddatmji i). 
The general and the particular are aspects of the same thing and 
as such i he re is a uni versa J relation between the two aspects; 
ihe two aspects are of what is identical, are of die same thing. 
They do not accept a universal relation established through 
the observation of concomitant presence and concomitant 
absence* 

28. But there are many cases in our experience where we 
do not see cither a relation of cause and effect or a relation of 
identity, 3 icing aspects of the same thing, and where still we 
see invariable concomitance* justifying the postulation of a 
universal relation* Thus, when a thing is found in two different 
positions ai two different times* we know that there had been 
some movement* as when a man goes from one place to another* 
We can see the man moving from one place to another. Thus 
from such an obervation* we establish a universal relation between 
change of position and movement. We cannot acutally see any 
movement when the sun is in two different positions; but from 
such a universal rotation established already, we infer some move- 
men 1 when the sun ts lbund in two different positions. When 
the first asterlsm is high above the horizon* we know that the 
next aiterbm b just rising. Here, there is no question of a cause 
and effect, nor is there a question of two aspects of what is 
identical- It b only a question of establbiting a universal 
relation through observation of concomitance. 

29. Inference has a limited scope in the Buddhist system, 
while its role is much wider in the Vcdic schools. When relations 
arc observed between facts that come within the sphere of sense- 
organs, can wc extend such relations even to facts tlmt fall com* 
plctdy ouLside the sphere of sense-organs? This is the point on 
which there is a real difference between the Vedic schools and the 
Buddhist schools. It is not a question of a particular fact 
falling outside the range of perception at a particular moment 
and of its being inferred through a universal relation. In the 
Vcdic systems, it b a question of recognising facts in the world 
that Tall absolutely beyond the sphere of sense-organs and that 
can Ije cognised only through inference. And there are also 
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facts in the world that fall entirely outside the sphere of reason 
and inference and that can be cognised only through some 
other mode of knowing. 

30. Perception and deduction of some relationships from 
perceived facts come within the range of beasts also. Ilcrc there 
is analogy bet wen man and beasts. Em man has a higher faculty 
and that faculty plays in the case of facts that fall entirely outside 
the sphere of perception and deductions from perceptions. 
Such a faculty Iras two aspects; one falls within the field of 
inference and the other falls outside the field of inference and 
transcends inference* just like inference transcending perception 
and deductions from perceptions. 

3 i # It is this transcendental variety of inference that has a 
position in philosophy. Philosophy is essentially a matter ofirt- 
Terences from perceived facts, of facts that can never be perceived, 
that can only be infertd from relations observed in facts that arc 
perceived and that are extended to facts that fall outside the 
sphere of perception. It is only through the process of such an 
inference that the nature of sufiering in general and the cause of 
such suffering in genera! can be understood, as distinct from this 
particular or that particular kind or suffering that comes within 
the sphere of observation and study. 
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PATTERNS OF INFERENCE, 
a- Formal Inference* 

r* The term inference ran be fivers two meanings. One 
is of a general nature and the other is of a technical nature. 
In giving the Title to tins chapter^ 1 have used the term in its 
general meaning. When we perceive a thirty some other facts 
are also brought within the scope of our cogniiinn* and It is such 
elements In the cognition that I call inference. I]’ I see a person 
weeping* 1 know also that he is in grief. 1 ¥fc infer” that he is 

in grief. If I ask a person whether I can reach a particular 

place by taking a particular road, instead or simply saying that 
I cannot* he would even say that 1 must take such and such a road 
different from what 1 had asked about. He “infers” that what 
1 wanted to know is not merely something about a particular 

road, but is about any road that will take me to a particular 

place* even if that particular road of which I put the question 
does not satisfy my needs ; and he answers a question which 
1 never asked r w r hich 3 s about another road. There arc various 
cases of such “inferences” 1 in our day-to-day life. 

a. But In logic* the term 11 inference” is used in a technical 
sense. It is a particular mode of deducing a tact from another 
fact that h known already. When a universal relation between 
two facts are known, and when a particular ease comes within 
my knowledge that has such a universal relation with another 
fact, I understand the presence of a cave of that other Fact also. 
It is such a knowledge through a universal relation that h techni¬ 
cally called an “inference” in logic. This technical inference 
is only one among the many patterns of inference of a general 
nature. 

3 - The classical example in Indian logic of an inference is ; 
There b fire on the mountain, 
because there is smoke there. 
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Here one knows that there is a universal relation between fire 
and smoke, and when one know the presence of smoke, there 
arises in one the knowledge of the presence of fire also, though 
one is seeing only the smoke and not the fire. It is the i ognkion 
of this nature, of something molting from the cognition of 
something eke that is called inference- 

4, There are various views regarding the nature of the 
inference itself and also regarding the nature of the statement 
of such an inference in language form, 1 he statement <sl an 
inference in a language form b called a syllogism* What was 
given above is not a syllogism* All statements of an inference 
must be put in the specific form of a syllogism* 1 he above 
inference has to be given as : 

! + There is fire on the mountain 
2, Because I he re is sm oke there 
'j. Wherever there is smoke there is also fire* as in 
a kitchen 

4. On the mountain there b smoke, 

3* Therefore 1 lie re is lire abo on the mountain 
This is the form of a syllogism specified in the school of philosophy 
in India that is intimately ennneted with logic, namely, the 
Ayaja-Vdjiesika school. But in the other schools of thought, 
only the first Three or the last three are accepted. They do not 
adopt this repetition* This is a small matter* What is important 
is that the syllogism musi have a regular* uniform mode or 
expression. And this is the standard mode* 

5, Here the question has been raised whether this inference 
is a cognition of a particular object from the cognition of 
another particular object- Is there the inference of a particular 
fire on the mountain from the sight of a particular smoke there ? 
If that he ^o, there is no universal relation having a part in this 
inferential princess. Or is it the relation of fire in general that 
is inferred from the knowledge of smoke ? In that case, ihcre 
b nothing that is newly inferred. Such a relation of smoke with 
fire hm already been known. Therefore nothing new is known 
hi an inferential process. The reply follows* 

6, The position is that a universal relation exists only 
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IxHwecn two generalities and do! at; all between particular* 
Jim a pure generality is beyond the comprehension of man, and 
such a generality cannot a bo be expressed in language in an 
unndultratcd form. We know a generality only as manifested in 
particulars. But a particular becomes a fact within, a class only 
through such a generality, and never hy itself. Thus a fire in 
Itself^ by Its pure nature* neither comes within the class** fire* 1 
nor falls outside the class s *firc T \ It is only on account of this gene¬ 
rality that we say that a thing belongs to this class and that a 
thing does not belong to that class. This generality is not the 
colour or size or any such factor that the thing may have in 
common with other things. And yet such a generality* is there> 
and we cognise Mich a generality. The universal relation is 
between such generalities. When wc sec a particular having 
such a generality* we infer another particular having another 
generality that is In universal relation with the Erst generality. 
What h inferred is not a generality nor is it a particular* 
What is inferred h a particular from another particular through 
a universal relation between two generalities that are manifested 
respectively in the two particulars. 

7. Various attempts have been made to stale this relation 
of a universal nature between two generalities. A generality 
does not come within the scope of a verbal statement in its own 
nature ; it requires a particular for such a statement* And 
when die particular crimes, all the limitations of the particulars 
introduce an dement of imperfection in the statement. Such 
statement of the universal in language form, the defects of such 
statements and improvements of the statements to remove die 
defects, constitute one of the most important parts in the literature 
relating to logic in Sanskrit. Wc can no more make a verba] 
statement ol a universal* give a definition of the universal, than 
we can define a point or a line in geometry . It h the imperfeo 
lion in the definition that enables us to have some idea of what 
the perfect universal may be. 

B, Doubts have been raised whether a true universal 
plays any real part in ihe process of inference in Indian logic. 
It has been snid that the inferential process is from particulars 
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to particulars. From the- way in which die syllogism is put 
formally, an impression is unavoidable that the process is one of 
particular to particular. There are five parts in a syllogistic 
statement. A universal b not a part of that syllogistic form. 
There is an element in that syllogistic statement which contains 
a universal relation also stated, and that b the third part, among 
the live parts. The part is really the presentation of an example 
to justify the inference. Just as in a kitchen smoke has been 
observed as associated with fire, here on the mountain also, die 
smoke that lias been observed must he so related to fire, in the 
same way. The statement emphasises the relation of the two 
facts, smoke and fire, in particular places that are exemplified 
by a kitchen, 

y. 1 lie position taken up in Indian logic is soitulhing 
like this. It is true that the part is called an *example IT , and an 
example is a particular and not a genera], But the particulars 
are not given as particulars* but only as particulars coming within 
the generalities. An abstract generality cannot be stated in 
language form. It is only it particular that can be given 
expression to in a language form. But the real meaning of dir 
sentence is this, just as a universal relation has been established 
between the two generalities that exist in die particular smoke 
and the particular fire noticed in the kitchen, a universal relation 
exists between the generality in the particular smoke tha t is seen in 
the mountain and the generality in fire, and therefore there must 
be a particular fire here where such a generality too exists. The 
particulars mentioned in the “example” only helps one to 
comprehend the generalities, and do not by themselves help in 
inferring another particular. Thus die “example 5 * only 
emphasises the universal that acts as the medium Tor the 
inferential process. 

10. I cannot deny a particular alternative j I cannot prove 
the opposite alternative. But I can state certain facts that have 
a bearing on the problem. The problem of the universal is the 
most important topic that comes into play in the literature 
relating to logic In Sanskrit. The attempt of all thinkers and 
writers on logic had been to evolve a definition that would express 
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the nature or the universal in the most accurate way possible, 
recognising the limitations which the nature of a universal 
imposes on such a definition* From the earliest times, we notice 
the spirit of quest for the universal aspect in all inquiries, so far 
as Indian thinkers are concerned* This is the genius of the 
Indian mind. From such facts it is reasonable 10 presume that 
they recognised the nature of inference as a cognition through 
the medium of a universal instead of its being a passage from 
particulars io particulars. 

11. We meet with elaborate discussions regarding the 
nature of the process for the induct ion of such a universal from 
the observation of particulars. No one can strai ght away have a 
cognition of the universal \ what one cognises is only the 
particular. Even the recognition of a generality running through 
all the particulars is an abstruse process- The detection of 
a universal relation between two such generalities must be a 
very subtle thing, indeed. I have already said that the 
Buddhist recognise a universal relation only between cause and 
effect and between two aspects of what is identical. 

12, In Indian logic* there are two views on this point of 
the induction of a universal relation. One is that a single 
observation or a universal relation is sufficient for the 
detection of such a universal relation. Another view is that 
repeated observations are necessary for the establishment of 
such a relation. The former school of thought holds that 
when a man sees smoke and fire together, there arises in him 
the knowledge of such a universal relation between smoke and 
fire as : Wherever there is smoke, there is fire- If there is 
any factor noticed thai may vitiate such a universal relation, then 
to determine the presence or absence of such a vitiating factor, 
further observation is necessary . There is something in the very 
nature of such objects that produces such a cognition of a universal 
relation. The number of cases ofconcomita nee has nothing to do 
with the establishment of a universal relation, for £ \ve find 
deviation even between two facts that liave been observed as 
coming together a hundred times". 

13* According to the other view , the elimination of such 
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vitiating factors is an essential and integral part of the process of 
establishing the universal relation, and a universal relation is 
established only when all possib titles of the presence or such 
vitiating factors are completely eliminated. When one sees 
smoke and fire appearing together in die kitchen, the 
concomitance may be due to the presence of ihe factor called 
the kitchen, and then he has to observe smoke and fire 
coming together with out this possible vilating factor of kitchen, 
that is ( outside the kitchen. Then the factor may be the house, 
may be the village and so on* One has to eliminate all such 
factors and then finally he comes to the conclusion that the re¬ 
lation is absolutely between smoke and fire and that other factors 
in association with them like the kitchen or the house where the 
concomitance has been observed, have no part in determining 
the nature of the relation between smoke and fire. 

14. The first view 1 that a universal relation is established 
as a result of a single observation, is held by Frabhakara* the 
founder of one of the two schools ot the AIiTndifud svstem of 
philosophy. It Is the other view that is held in aJl the other 
systems, namely, in the other school of .lf?™mj<a founded by 
Kumarila Bhalta, and in the T- ikn system ofphilosophy. 

In all such matters, the Vtdfinla system and the other systems 

have the same doctrines. Thus Prabhakara stands alone in his 
theory of “universal through a single observation™. 

I5 + There is practically very little real difference bet¬ 
ween the two schools, li is only a question of emphasis. When 
a man goes to the cottage of a potter and secs him day after day, 
laying the day on a wheel, turning the wheel with a rod and 
shaping the jar when it so whirls on the wheel, and when he also 
sees a donkey near the potter at that time, he knows that the clay, 
the wheel, the rod and other things are intimately related to the 
jar that is made ; but he never suspects that the donkey too might 
have some hand in the production of the jar. The donkey 
I* there only in so far as the potter uses the donkey to cany the 
clay. The universal relation for the jar is only with the potter, 
the wheel, the rod and the day, and not with the donkey, in 
spite of equal concomitance, , It is here that PrabhaMra says 
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that there is something peculiar in things that enables one to 
understand such a universal relation. The presence of a vitiating 
factor is not a constant factor in all cases of concomitance that 
may be observed- When such a factor is suspected, then there 
is need for further investigation to know if such a factor vitiates the 
universal relation. This does not alter the nature of the two 
Facts between which the relation is established. This is the 
position of Pnibhakara. 

t6. In the other view, the universal relation is established 
only after the climinadon of all possible factors that may vitiate 
the relation, and as such, repeated observations are necessary 
for such elimination and they form an imcrgral factor in the casta* 
blishmcnt of a universal relation. There may be cases where 
the presence of vitiating factors need not even be suspected ; 
but the important factor is freedom from such factors and such 
freedom presupposes repeated observation. The inductive rules 
relating to the establishment of the universal are very subtle, 
definite and elaborate. 

17. Apart from the Major Term [Sadhja) and the 
Middle Term (Ifeiu) whose mutual relation it is that enables 
one to draw an inference, there is the Minor Term (Fckf&) 
that is also tested very closely in Indian logic. The Minor Term 
(the mountain in the classical syllogism j h that in which there 
is a desire to infer the M j jor Term the fire). If besides smoke, 
fire too has been seen on the mountain, is there scope for an 
inference of fire? There is the saying that "'when an elephant 
has been actually seen, no reasonable person takes the trouble 
of establishing the presence of the elephant through a process 
of inference from its sound ctc. +l There is also the other saying 
that "even in matters that have been determined through actual 
observation, people who engage themselves in finding out the 
truth through the application of reason* make a further effort 
to establish the feet through an inferential process as well." 

18. The various factors that may invalidate inferences are 
also examined very closely. They are classified and defined. 
In die JVyfya-Vtmtsika system, all such invalidating fectors are 
related to the middle Term as its defects. But in the Alimtimsn, the 
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factors arc related to the other Terms also as their defects. 
This too is only a technical difference and not a real difference 
in doctrines. 

1g. In this conncction, one point inay be noted m the field 
of Indian logic, in comparison with the development of logic 
in the West. Logic and grammar, two subjects very closely 
related to each other, have been developed in India and in 
Greece. There are no other ancient nations who had developed 
these two subjects* There ts no evidence to show any mutual 
borrowing or influence. They must have developed the subjects 
independently in the two countries* There are certain common 
features in the way in which the subjects have been developed 
by the two nations ; but such similarities are inevitable when the 
same subject is being developed. 

20. I ant more interested to poim out the differences between 
the two developments. In the medieval limes in the West, 
logic, based on Aristotilian logic, divided proportions into 
universal and particular. When, the entire held of the subject is 
included in a proportion, as in M Afl men are mojtaT, it is called 
a universal proposition and when only a part of the subject is 
included in the proposition, it is called a particular proposition. 
Propositions are also either positive or negative. They classified 
propositions into lour groups on this basis as- - 
A Universal positive 
E Univeral negative 
I Particular positive 
Q Particular negative. 

A syllogism contains, as in Indian logic also* three propositions 
[in the five-fold statement of a syllogism, it has been found that 
two are repeated). According as these propositions can be one 
or the other of the above four groups, syllogism too have been 
classified into various groups, and they had the mnemonic lines : 
Barbara, belarent etc. 

This is due to the Tact that the idea of a generality hadn ot been 
sufficiently developed in the west. 

as. In India, there was no need For such classifications. 
All syllogism came under the normal of * 
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There is fire on the mountain, 

beta use there is smoke there. 

T his sort of reduction to a single pattern became possible on 
account of the emphasis laid in India on the generality aspect 
of the I erms coming within a syllogism, in relation to the parti¬ 
culars coming under that generality expressed by a Term. 

b. Presumption 

22. Among the intellectual processes employed for the 
establishment uf truth, the formal inference that has been des¬ 
cribed in the previous section deserves the pre-eminent position. 
Every theory has to be tested by the rules framed within the scope 
of this process. But this process does not exhaust the field for the 
play of the intellect in its quest for truth. There are other 
modes of know ing things as deduced from a knowledge already 
derived. They are also processes of inference in a general way, 
though they are not included within the scheme of inference 
according to some schools of philosophy. The essential nature 
of a formal inference is that there must be a universal relation 
through whose medium such deductions are made. But there 
are other processes where some schools do not accept the medium 
of such a universal, and they are brought under other formsof 
general inference, bearing other names. Some schools try 
to evolve a universal even within the frame of such processes and 
bring them also within the scheme of formal inference, 

33. What is really wanted is that any theory- must be based 
on observed Tacts, must not go against facts and must conform 
to some patterns of reasoning. And reasoning cannot always 
lie brought under ihe pattern of the formal inference. Such 
processes also must be recognised as legitimate in the investigation 
oftruth. As a matter oTTae! there is a very wide field where we 
are not able to introduce the clement of a universal, and yet 
where we are able to draw a conclusion that has 10 be recog- 
nised as valid, 

a 4 . The most important process that comes within this 
pattern is what is called ‘ Presumption” (ArtMfxuti). The 
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Ayaya-Vatitfika school tries to bring this process also under the 
pattern of a formal inference with a universal included init + 'But 
in the Mimdihsa school, this is recognised as a distinct and inde¬ 
pendent process. A very large number of cases within our 
experience come within this pattern. 

25. The general nature of this pattern is very simple. We 
have some information, of a general nature, which we have no 
reason to doubts and in ihis state, another particular case of 
information comes within our experience that is in conflict 
with the general infbrmaiion that we already had r But we cannot 
abandon the general information and in order to reconcile the 
conflict t we pres tune something. This process plays a very 
important part in philosophy and also in our ordinary experience* 
.V/FjTiamnj brings a large number of cases within our day-today 
experience within this pattern of the process of valid knowing. 

26. The classical illustration of this process is very simple 
and may be stated as follow's. There are two of them that are 
generally introduced when this process is described. They are i 

t. A particular person does not eat by day and is 
found to continue fat ; 

therefore he eats at night, 

2, A particular person, known to be alive, is not in hh 
house ; 

therefore he is outside. 

The example* may seem loo simple and common-place for 
inclusion in any scientific and philosophical treatise. But that was 
the case with the example cited for inference, regarding mountain 
with smoke and with fire. They took common objects for illus¬ 
tration, so that there could be no chance of confusion and uncer¬ 
tainty. 

27. Take the first of the two examples given above. The 
usual practice is to eat by day-time, and when it is reported that 
the particular person docs not eat by day time, the impression 
is that generally he docs not cat at all. Now this general proposi¬ 
tion comes into conflict with another proposition that he continues 
fat. Tf a man docs not eat, he must gel emaciated. To reconcile 
this conflict, there is the presumption that he eats at night. 
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There are so many possibilities. Ii may be that he was actually 
eating by day-time and that the report was wrong. But when 
there is no evidence to suspect the truth of the report! the 
reasonable course open is to make such a presumption* 

28. Similarly, a man goes to the house of his friend who is 
known id be alive. When he reaches the house, he is told that the 
Friend was not at homc p and immediately he comes to the 

conclusion that he must have gone out. 

ay. We cannot have a general notion of a man being alive „ 

he can be alive only in relation to a particular place, and the 
place with which he would be generally associated is naturally 
his home. But when that place is sublated, the knowledge dial 
he is alive has not any particular place comprehended within ii, 
and such a place is necessary for the knowledge to endure. So, 
there is the presumption that he is alive elsewhere* 

30. Let us take another example that is not so very simple. 
A man comes into the room and leaves the door open* Then 
the person within simple says* ‘"The door* please”* The man 
who enters understands it to mean* l+ p 3 ea$e shut the door."' 
But he did not utter the word l shut\ Here the steps arc as follows: 

When he said “door 13 he must have meant something 
to be associated with the door. 

But he has not said anything to indicate the thing 
that h to be associated with the door. 

Therefore it is presumed that he must have meant 
shutting the door. 

Here is a process of knowing that is pccular in its nature. It is 
not a syllogistic inference with m ‘‘universal 7 ’* There is no 
verbal statement cither. Still there is a knowledge. This is what 
is technically called presumption ' Arllmpatti) in Indian logic. 

31* We do not always think in terms of syllogistic logic. 
Our life is not always regulated through the rules or syllogistic 
logic. As a matter of Fact, both in ordinary affairs and in science, 
this sort of knowing plays a far more prominent part than syllo¬ 
gistic logic. The essence of this process k this. We think iu 
general terms; but such general ideas must rest on some particular 
and when the particular issublattd, ibcgcnral proposition cannot 
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stand, Tor want of a prticualr to rest on* Therefore another 
particular is presumed, to afford the genenral idea some resting 
place. 

32, Our mind is incapable of comprehending a pure 
negation. In this process of knowing about the man, the stage 
“He is alive, but not in the house” has a pure negative as its 
sphere, and this is impossible. Such a negative idea is possible 
only if there is the knowledge that he is dead ( a positive idea 1 
or if there is the knowledge that he is outside the house (also 
a positive idea)* A statement like “There is no jar here” means 
either that there is something other than ajar here or that the jar 
h elsewhere. Without one or the other of these two alternatives, 
a purely negative idea is impossible* That is why the process 
known as “Presumption” starts* When one finds that the man 
whom he was looking for is not at home, there is the other psossibi- 
lity that he may he dead. As a matter of fact Prabhakara, the 
founder of one of the two schools of Mlmamsa M accepts such a 
stage in the process of “Presumption”. He says that the presump¬ 
tion of the man being outside is resorted to to avoid the doubt 
regarding the other alternative of hi* being dead. But Kumarila, 
the founder of the other school of docs not accept 

this stage. According to this school, presumption is resorted to 
to avoid the impossible stage of the mind having a negation as 
its object. They ask whether, when a valuable property is lost, 
the owner may resort to such a presumption and entertain the 
consolation that the property may l>c elsewhere. 

33. Although in logic, the formal inference may be more 
important, in actual experience, there arc more cases ol presump¬ 
tion functioning than of formal inference. And this is a very 
important process of knowing, recognised in Indian philosophy, 

C- Analogy* 

Analogy is another process whereby knowledge is 
obtained in our experience. The process is recognised by alL 
But there is a difference of opinion whether it should be recognised 
as a distinct process or whether it may be brought under formal 
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inference. L here is also a difference of opinion regarding the 
final read I of this process* 

35. The process may be slated in a simple form as follows. 
A man in the village has heard the name “wild bull”. But 
he does not know w hat it actually is. A man from the forest 
Comes to the village and from him r the mao in the village under¬ 
stands that it Is an animal resembling an ordinary' hull. At 
this stage he has only understood that a similarity to the ordinary 
bull, which he knows already, exists in the “wild bull" also* 
But he does not know the substrate of that similarity^ namely, 
the “wild bull. 11 He chances to go to the forest and secs an 
animal that is like the bull, and he understands that that animal 
in List he what is meant by the word “wild bull"* 

36. Here the process is not one of mere perception* Jf he 
liad seen the wild bull, without knowing that the “wild bull 13 k 
just like a bull, he would not have known that that animal is 
the “wild biilS 51 . When he simply heard that the wild bull resem¬ 
bles an ordinary bull, then also he did not know 1 what a “wild 
bull” k. So, this Is a special process, distinct from perception and 
also from knowing something through a verbal statement. This 
k die position taken up in the jVjwjw^Vaikfika system- 

37. There k a slight difference in the point of view of 
Mhndmtd. When a man hears the statement that a wild bull 
is like a bulb he understands that the similarity of a bull exists 
in a wild bull. When he sees die w ild bull later, he understands 
the similarity of the wild bull as existing in the bull, which he 
had been seeing in the village. This is also a distinct process, 
different from perception. There had been three successive 
stages in hk knowledge. There was a lime when lie knew 
nothing about any similarity between a bull and a wild bull, 
though he knew the bull and hr had heard about a wild bulk 
Then ihc stage comes w hen he knew that the similarity of a bull 
exists in a wild bull, though he did not know what that wild hull 
w as. In the third stage, he also knows that the similarity of the 
wild bull, which he has come to know, exists in the bull that he 
knew already. At the time of hearing the statement, he had not 
known the wild bull. At the time of seeing the wild hull, he was not 
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seeing the bull, which is m the village. So, in this third sEagr^ 
the knowledge of the existence of ihe similarity of the wiki buk 
in the bull catmot be perception, since the bull is not in sight, 

30. Philosophically, this process has little importance. 
It plays a very subordinate part in our day-to-day experiences 
too. It U dealt with in philosophy only as a fact in the proewes 
(if knowing, and not on account of its importance. The case is 
quite different with “Presumption”, which has as much importance 
in philosophy as inference itself, if not a greater importance* 

d Inclusion 

39. This is a very minor things and it is not recognised as a 
distinct process in any system of philosophy. It is included, within 
the process of formal inference. It is a knowledge like this i 
If there are five hundred things, certainly we know that There are 
a hundred things. Or if there is a gallon, there is certainly A 
pint. I have introduced the point here only iu so far as it has 
been suggested as a distinct process of knowing, only to be dis¬ 
carded in so far as ii is definitely an inferential process. 

e. Belief 

40. This is also not recognised as any distinct process of 
knowing, in any system of philosophy. This too has been intro¬ 
duced here only insofar as it, like “Inclusion” has been .suggested 
as a distinct process* simply to be discarded. Here the reason 
far discarding is different. People may say and may also believe 
that “there are ghosts in a particular place”. In Sanskrit, 
thew^ord used is Aitihja or tradition. But I use the term “bdief 1 *. 
as more suiting in the Englsdi language* It may be cither an 
erroneous knowledge or it may come under “authority” if such 
a belief has any hash. I have entertained these two items of 
“Inclusion" and “Belief" only to show how minutely they have 
anah'sed the various modes ofknowing, in ancient times in India. 

f. Negation 

41. The mode of cognising a negation has been treated as a 
distinct process in some system* and U included in the other 
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modes in other systems. It is recognised as a distinct process in 
the system of MimSthsa propounded by Kumarila Bhutta. In 
the J Yjaja-Vmjepka system, it is included in the other modes 
of cognition. In the school of MbnJhhsS propounded by Prabha* 
kara, a fact called a negation is not accepted at all, and as such 
the question of the mode of knowing it does not arise in it* 

4® + The cases of knowing a negation are like this : "There 
h no jar on the ground", "The Fruit is not sweet"* “The stone 
does not smell". "Fire is never cold,” and "There is no sound in 
the place”. If a person says that there is no water in the river* 
another knows about the negation of water in the river. This 
too is a case of cognising a negation. 

43. In a negation there are two factors. There is something 
that is negated, and there is the locus (place) where there is the 
negation of the something. Thus, when it is said that "there is 
no jar on the floor", what is negated is the jar and the locus with 
reference to which there is the negation is the floor. The thing 
that is negated and the place with reference to which there is such 
a negation may be called the two correlates of the negation, 
and I specify them as "the objective correlate” and the "locative 
correlate” respectively. In Sanskrit they arc called Pratipgin 
and Amgrogin* 

44. According to the JVjbI fk-Vatfepka system, the mode of 
knowing the negation of the jar on the ground is indcnticaJ with 
the mode of knowing the jar itself, which it is that is negated. 
Here the process is perception. Their rule is this : if something 
is known according to a particular process, its negation is also 
known according to the same process* If a thing is known 
by visual perception, like a jar + its negation is also known by the 
same process of perception. There fore T the process or knowing 
negation cannot be brought under any distinct class. It i T aries 
according to the mode of knowing the thing, of whose negation 
we are dealing with. 

45. In the TfimarTLfrf aho T there is the recognition that 
positive objects are ccgnur d in different ways tike visual perception, 
perception through other sense-organs, inference etc. But there 
is a common factor in all cases of cognising the negation, ttrespcc- 
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tivc oT the mode of cognising tlie positive object. In this way it is 
possible to brtnff all cases of cognising the negation under one 
pattern, and that mode is called “Negation". The process may 
be stated ast 

ITlhe thing had been there, it would have been cognisefL 

The thing has not been cognised. 

Therefore, the thing is not there. 

Although this statement may look like a syllogism p it is not an 
inferential process, involving a universal* There is no such 
universal in this process. It is a distinct mental process* W hen 
a man looks at the floor, and when there is bright light and when 
he does not see anv jar on the floor, he knows that there is no 
jar on the floor. There is no difference of opinion on this fact* 
But what is it that had taken place* and what has been the actual 
result? On this point there is a difference of view. We must 
recognise a distinction between a direct perception of a negation, 
-and the negation of a perception of a tiling. According to the 
JfjdytirVailcsika system, what has taken place b the former mode 
of knowing ; according to the A/trtihiuj view, it is the latter 
mode* The difference lies in the distinction between the know r - 
Ifdge of an absence and the absence of a knowledge. They 
are not identical. 

46. According to the .Nyaja-Vatftjaihti system* what is 
called a negation is as much a reality and an object of cognition, 
as a positive fact, We can have a perception of ajar, and we can 
equally well have a similar perception of the absence of a jar. 
But in the AffmarhjJ system* what Is called alienee is not an in¬ 
dependent reality ; it is only an aspect of another positive reality. 
The independent reality Is the presence of something positive. 
Wb tn a man sees a floor where there is no jar* lie b actually seeing 
.a floor without anything else in it, and it is such a floor that is 
perceived as the negation of a jar* When there is no independent 
reality like an absence* there can be no preemption of an absence 
ak a, what has taken place is that there was the perception 
of something else, of the bare floor, and the consequence is that 

a here was no perception of a jar- 

43, This mode of knowing is very Important in philosophy* 
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having as prominent a place in philosophy as perception, inference 
and presumption. Some of the big problems in philosophy 
sue discussed on the basis of the mode of cognising a negation. 
For example, take the problem of God. In the Sydya-Vaisrsikii 
system } God is recognised as the creator of the world. The 
Mimdmsd school docs not recognise a creator for die world. They 
say that the world has no beginning and will haw no end it 
was there as it is now p and will continue so for ever. They argue 
that if there has been such a creator he would have come within 
the sphere of ottr knowing, just as the maker of ajar or of a doth 
comes within the sphere of our knowing, IT there is the argu¬ 
ment by the followers of the Jfyfpa+Voi&fika system that there 
Is a God who is not seen because he has no body* and not because 
he does not exist, the reply is that an agent must function 
and there can be function only in a body. If God has no body, 
he is not an agent also. The individuals function only through 
a body and there is no way of establishing that the Supreme 
can function in another way, different from the ways of the 
individuals. In this way, the cognition of negation plays a very 
important role m philosophy. 

48. The above patterns were described in such a brief 
way only to show what prominence reason assumed in the fidd 
of Indian thought. Reason rests on observation and reason func¬ 
tions in various ways. The essential nature of reason is that from 
some cognition, there arises another cognition as a natural con¬ 
sequence. There are some rules according to which such deduc¬ 
tions of facts from observed facts can come in. Whether it is the 
process of formal inference or whether it is the process of any of 
the other patterns of inference, the function of reason is the samt, 
Both formal inference and the various other patterns of inference* 
have been very carefully scrutinised and analysed and the laws 
which they obey have been properly formulated. IT there had 
been no rational element in Indian philosophy, there would have 
been no occasion for such labour. 


CHAPTER V* 

AUTHORTIT—RELATIVE 


I. Il ls being said again and again that we arc now living 
in an age of reason, ihat we have been able to escape rmm the 
domination of religion and scriptural authority, that we are now 
intellectually free, that we can hold any view on any problem 
and that we can also express onr views on any point without having 
to fear any persecution from those in charge of religion. So far 
as India Lt concerned i there was no period in its historv when 
it Linker* were under the domination of religion and of scriptural 
authority, when there was no intellectual freedom enjoyed by the 
people, when people could not hold any views on any problem 
and when they could not give full expression to such views with¬ 
out any fear of persecution from those in charge of i digion. 
Thc fact is that in India, the custodians of religion were also the 
real gaurdians of intellectual freedom. But they faced facts.* 
9 L Humanity is not a collection of isolated individuals, 
each having no relation to the others. As a matter of fact, 
human society' is an organism, every part being related to every 
other part. In such an organised social life, one cannot say that 
one can trust only one's own experience, that one cannot go 
beyond what one can directly experience, that one cannot take 
anybody as authority on any point. If such he the position, 
there can be no progress. Each has to star: at the zeru longitude 
and proceed to the point to which his own unaided powers can 
take him, and then stop ; and others too have to do the same. 
There can lie progress only when some people can start where 
others have stopped. Further there are many facts in life where 
one has to trust modes of knowing beyond direct experience. 
When one suffers or enjoys under some specific situations, how 
can another person know that he too may have the same suffering 
nr enjoyment under similar conditions, except through a process 
of inference that goes beyond experience ? When one suffers 
or enjoys and behaves in a particular way under three two con- 
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ditions T how can he know that another person has also similr r 
enjoy mem or suffering from his behaviour of a similar nature 
unless there Ls resort to inference ? Unless there is mutual 
belief mutual trust and mutual faith, how can people live in 
a society? How can one walk along the road with a heavy traffic 
unless he has faith in those who handle a fast-moving vehicle ? 
How can one handle such a vehicle* how can one travel by a 
railway train or by an aeroplane, unless there is such trust an. 
faith in science and scientists? How can one take a medidne 
unless there Is a similar faith in medical science and in 
medicines ? The entire system of organised social life will collapse 
if faith is undermined in the society* unless some kind of Authority 
U allowed to function in the society’. And unless one can trust 
another* if one distrusts all others, how can one trust himself ? 
He is only a man like any other, and if another cannot be reco¬ 
gnised to be in the right* what guarantee is there for the trust* 
worthiness of one’s own experiences ? Thus direct experience, 
inference and authority are all factors that have a place in anv 
organised social lire. 

3 - This is the position taken up by the thinkers in ancicr': 
India when they classified the modes of knowing under three 
headings of direct experience, reasoning and authority. 
^Authority” was accepted only on the sanction and foundation 
of both direct experience and reasoning. It was never imposed 
on the people; the thinkers never surrendered to any extraneous 
authority. The authority was what they themselves established 
in conformity with the nature of direct expereince and reasoning. 

4. What is true of ]ife is true of philosophy also- The modes 
of knowing adopted in life are exactly the modes of knowing that 
can be adopted m philosophy also. Since die three modes are 
adopted in Ufe, the three modes oE'knowing have to be recognised 
in philuHjphy alsu. 'flu re is no other nation, cither ancient or 
modem, among whom so much freedom was given to reason, as in 
ancient India* It may lie in science, it may be in philosophy, 
it may be in religion, it may be in social organisation ; there 
was no point that was kept out of discussion* Every one w as free 
10 ask any question and to discuss any point. The only restriction 
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was that id discussions, certain rules of decent logic must be 
followed by those who consider the point. Any one was free 
to deny God; any one w r as free to raise the suspicion that religious 
teachers were imposters and that scripture was a hallucination* 
All the different views were freely admitted for open discussion 
at learned assemblies. No one need fear fire or dungeon or the 
various kinds of instruments of torture when he holds or expresses 
his views on any point. There was no question of wounding 
anybody's religious susceptibilities, in so far as no one gave way 
to his suscepiibhilirics. They had only religious convictions, 
and convictions cannot be wounded. Ail the different religions 
and all the different schools of the same religion or philosophy 
lived tngeLher without any mutual enmity, with full mutual 
tolerance, Jn die whole literature of India, there is no reference 
to any attrocky perpitrated on people for holding advene 
religious views. And when other religions came from foreign 
countries, the same tolerance and freedom was extended to them 
also, When we consider the question of Authority” in Indian 
philosophy, we must not shut our eyes to such historical facts. 

5. We must also understand that what is called "Authority 41 
I- not a spccnil feature qf any particular system of thought, either 
in religion or in philosophy, in India. Organised social life 
demands the recognition of the three modes of knowing, the modes 
of direct experience, reasoning and “Authority 11 . All logical 
thinking also demands ibis three-fold approach io the problems 
included within philosophy. When it is generally stated that the 
Carvakas recognised only direct experience, that the Buddhists 
included reason also within ihe scheme of modes of knowing, 
and that the Vedic schools accept “Authority 44 also within this 
scheme, we must rightly understand what is meant by this state¬ 
ment, I have already said that the Can-akos also accepted the 
possibilities of contain deductions from knowledge derived by 
direct experience, like the knowledge of fire being hot even when 
its heat may not lie experienced at that rime. They also derived 
knowledge from the statements of their neighbours and they 
muted such statements too. The Buddhists accepted the teaching? 
of Buddha as authority in their systems. 
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G + Then what is the difference between the GtfroSkes sttd 
<he Buddhists on one side and the Vedic Schools of thought 
on the other side ? The Catpdkas and the Buddhisia believed 
that man s mind in its normal state is capable of knowing 
everything, and that there is nothing beyond the sphere of the 
normal capacities oi our rnind + In the Vcdic thought, there is 
a recognition of a normal and a super-normal function for our 
mind, and there is also a recognition of certain aspects of realties 
that can be known only through such super-normal functions 
of man's mind. There are realities in this world that cannot 
be brought within the range of the normal experience of our 
thinking faculty and that cannot also be cognised through the 
normal inferential processes. The real difference between the 
two schools lies in the conception of what is meant by our mind 
and Sts capacities. The belief that man's mind is capable or 
graaping truth in this world is common tq all of them. The 
difference is in the range of mind's capacities and not in the 
relation of man and the world. 

7. Direct experience and reasoning fall within one’s own 
authority, while what is tailed “Authority'’ is the authority of 
another person’s experience. This experience of another is com¬ 
municated through the medium of language, and so this mode of 
knowing is termed "Language” (Saida) also. Here also we can 
distinguish between what may be relative authority and what 
may be termed absolute authority. Relative authority is what is 
derived from the experience of another, but what can also fall 
within one’s own experience. The question is whether the 
person who has communicated his experience has really had that 
experience, whether that experience was real or only a delusion, 
and whether he has correctly communicated the nature of his own 
experience, in sJiotl whether that person can be trusted, A 
person who can be trusted in such a communication, s called 
an Afita in Sanskrit, “one who has attained” the truth, 

8. It is this mode or knowing that is given as the third 
variety in the Sankhya system, aiready cited above. It was first 
spoken or as “the testimony of a reliable person” (Apt+mm ). 
Then the term is explained as "the authority of a reliable person 
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and also the authori ty ofsoipture 1 ^ This is my own interpretation, 
Generally it is not so bifurcated into two sections It is explained 
as forming a single idea, what has been handed down by reliable 
persons* I have already given the sphere of the two modes of 
knowing, namely, perception and reasoning, as described in the 
Sdnkhya systems and there it was slated that the second half of 
the verse gives the sphere of the third variety of the modes of 
knowing. What is given is this : "What cannot he established 
even thereby and w hat fall outside die sphere of the sense- 
organs can he established on the basis of reliable persons and 
scripturc. M Here also 1 have divided the sphere into two sections 
as what can be known on the authority of a reliable person and 
what can be known only through scripture. Here too I am 
departing from the traditional interpretation ;but there are ancient 
authorities for such a bifurcation, although such is not the usual 
interpretation. 

9. Here there is a recognition of the reality of certain fact* 
of this world that fall outside the sphere of perception and reason 
and that can be known only through some extraneous authority. 
It may be due to the inherent nature of the facts of the world, 
that they are al ways outside the sphere of perception and reason* 
-or it may only be on account of the facts, for the time being* failing 
outside the sphere of perception and reason. If a man says that 
one can get fruits by going to the river bank, another person 
believes the man and goes to the bank of the river to get the furits. 
Here the river and its bank and the fruits there are within the 
reach of the man, and he could have known of them by simply 
going there without the authority of another person. But if 
there is the statement that "one can secure a wealth of cows by 
performing the religious, ritual called G'W”, one has to depend 
rntricly on the authority of the statement. He cannot know the 
truth of it either by perception or by reasoning. In one case 
the facts are not known at the particular moment, but can be 
known without the authority, and In the other ease, the facts 
cannot be known* such is its nature* without that extraneous 
authority, 

*0- What the Caivdk&i deny is the existence of such facts in 
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the world as are-exemplified by the second set. They relate ts> 
supernormal facts. That is why Udayana in his 
Kusumdnjalt, states the position of the C&rinkt u as: Because there la- 
denied a super-normal means for the attainment of another world 
different from what is experienced as the normal world". Here- 
there is the denial of all the three: anything different from the 
normal:world, another world and a means of securing it. 

11 ; So far as the position of the Buddhists is concerned* the 
difference is not m the acceptance of "Authority* 1 * The differ¬ 
ence lit^ in the question, "which authority ?" There are state¬ 
ments in the Vedas like, “One desiring heaven should perform the 
religious ritual called Jycti^fcma\ The Buddhists have the 
tradition of Buddha : s teaching, "One shall worship sacred spots 
(Cflb’a)”. Both statements contain facts that cannot be esta¬ 
blished' on the authority of experience, either perception or 
reason. Fruits of activities according to religious prescriptions 
like heaven, the higher world, the ultimate goal and cessation 
of life and death, are prescribed in both sets of statements. Are 
both authorities ? Are hoih false ? Is one author!titativc and 
the other false, and if so which ? This h the position that 
has to he settled, as between the Yedic statements and the 
statements of the teaching? of Buddha. 

The question of the authority of scriptural passages comes 
within the range of what I have termed "Absolute Authority 1 '* 
And that will be taken up in the proper context in the next 
chapters Here we are concerned with what I have termed 
"Relative Authority”. It is this distinction that is made clear in 
the terminology used m the text as Apia: and £ruti+ a 

reliable person and scripture respectively# The term Agama is also 
used instead of•fnrh, and this term tod has the same meaning. 

12. So far as such facts are concerned which come within 
the range or direct experience, but which for the time being may 
not have fallen within that sphere, there is no difference of opinion* 
They are recognised in all systems of thought, in the Carvaka 
system, in the Buddhist system and in the Vedic system. Such 
a recognition does not reduce, even to the smallest extenq the 
valuer of the system as a rationalistic one. The question tliat 
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wc have to consider here is only whether all the Vcdlc systems 
recognise a transcendental mode of knowing, what I have termed 
“Absolute Authority”. Here I am taking up the position of 
some of the systems of thought within the field of Vcdic current 
relating to this point. First 1 take up the position of the .teiXAya 
System. f 

13. Does the Sankkyc recognise certain facts in this world 
that can be known only through some extraneous authority, 
that transcend the normal ranges of human faculties iiitc percep¬ 
tion and reason ? When it is said that generally things are knoum 
through perception and that such things that fall outside the range 
of sense-organs are known by inference, and when after this it is 
said that things that fall outside the scope of both of them are to 
be known through such extraneous authority, the presumption 
is that Stinkhya system recognises such facts that fall outside the 
range of perception and reason. Here also, ancient commenta¬ 
tors arc of little help. There ts no uniformity in interpretations, 
and some are silent on the point. 

14. Facts that fall outside the range of both perception and 
inference are spoken of in some classical commentary as 
consisting of facts like the heavenly beings, the gods and the celes¬ 
tial nymphs. But they have no special position in philosophy, 
and 1 cannot believe that such facts were included within the 
scheme of a distinct mode ofknowing in a system of philosophy* 
My QAm interpretation is that by this type of the modes ofknowing, 
what L wanted to be implied h the existence of certain absolute 
facts in the world* as distinct from the relative Facts * in a rational* 
istlc system of philosophy, only such facts of a relative value have 
a place* and if there are facts of an absolute nature, they have 
no position In the system of philosophy contemplated by the 
SSfikhya system,. 

15. The Smikpn system postulates twenty five categories* 
and they all fall within the range of perception and reason. 
Realities are finally brought under a duality of Matter (Prakrit) 
and Spirit (Pttmfa). Matter has three aspects. Matter comes 
within the scheme of a Subject-object relation, and here the 
aspect of Matter is called the Satlra* There is change and 
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movement in Matter and this is called th c Rijns Aspect Matter 
has materiality, being endowed with mass, volume and form, 
and this is called the lamas. Matter becomes the Object of a 
-Subjective function, as changing and moving and as having 
mass* volume and form, on account of a disturbance in the relation 
of these three aspects, and if these three aspects are in a state 
of equilibrium, there is Matter in its absolute state. As distinct 
from this absolute Matter, there are also a large number of 
“Spirits” recognised in the system. Thus, there is a duality 
between Matter and Spirit, and there is a plurality in the matter 
of the Spirits. Can all the Spirits be reduced to a Single Spirit, 
or can there be another Spirit which will be Supreme as distinct 
from the individual Spirits? Can Matter and Spirit also be 
.reduced to a unity ? These arc absolute problems, which are 
not dealt with in the system, and they fall outside the range of 
reason ; of course they are outside the range of perception. Such 
absolute problems can be dealt with only in a philosophical 
system where what is called Absolute Authority™ is also enter¬ 
tained. In the Sdnkhpa system, such points are not included. 
This is the interpretation that I put on the passage. 

16- The SsTiUjAa text started with pointing out the limita¬ 
tions of science and religion for understanding the truth of the 
world, and thereby there was a justification for undertaking 
a philosophical investigation of the nature of the world. Here 
in this latter statement there is an admission of the limitation 
«f the scope of philosophy also, as taken up ia this system* Here 
also, there arises no occasion for taking up the problems of the 
Absolute, for deriding absolute values in this world. The scope 
of reason is extended beyond the range in which it functions in 
science, so far as this system b concerned ; that is all The Abso¬ 
lute is still beyond the scope of this system of philosophy. But 
here, reason takes us beyond the range where science stops. 

17, The Sdnkhya system postulates twenty five types of 
realities. And all of them fall within the sphere or the sense- 
organs or of reason with its extended range. Bui reason cannot 
tackle the Absolute, and the problem of the Absolute b left off 
to other systems, r Authority” has no place in ihis system. 
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But Authority' is not ruled out as a philosophical possibility and 
even as a philosophical necessity. It is this possibility and 
necessity that is implied by the postulation of realities that fall 
outside the sphere or perception and reason, for the understanding 
of which there must be the aid of Authority called in. In order 
to show that everything that is recognised in the Sdnkhya system 
falls within the range of reason^ I state the types of realities that 
are recognised in this system- Further deiaib will be taken up 
in appropriate contexts* 

iG- [ *) There is the ultimate matter of a uniform nature* 
free from the distinction of subject-object, free from change and 
movement* without volume, mass and form* Matter as we 
know it has these features. The reality of such an absolute stage 
of matter is known through inference. Matter assumes different 
forms and such different forms we call the effects of the original, 
causal matter. Thus from gold or clay or threads, we can make 
various kinds of ornaments, various types of jars and various 
kinds of cloth. If we proceed along such a line of simplification of 
the complex structures of effects into less and less differentiated 
causal matter, a stage must come when we have only matter 
without any differentiation,, when we have matter as an unquali¬ 
fied uniform. Thus the material world has two aspects, the aspect 
of differentiation and the aspect of uniformity. This stage of 
uniformity is one of the realities. 

zg k (a to 4). The first change of the undifferentiated 
matter is into a subject aspect, according to Indian philosophy* 
This is in opposition to the modern scientific theory' according 
to which the subject side is a later evolute and the first stages were 
of the nature of "dead matter 7 *. But according to Indian thought, 
when the uniform matter started on the course of change and 
differentiation, the first evolute is of the nature of the absolute 
“Subject**. But a Subject has a reality only in contrast to the 
“Object** and so there is the stage of the differentiation of the 
Subject from the Object. In such a differentiation of the subject 
from the object, the subject nature can manifest only in the fenn 
of a function. Thus there is the functioning instrument In the 
constitution of the subject. They are called by the terms Buddfii 
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(intellect}, Ahankma (subject object distinction) and Maims 
(mind ) respectively. These three together form what is termed 
“the internal instrument” of cognition {Anlah-K&ma). 

ao. (5 tog). The body has the power of putting other things 
into motion P The body is found to have a five-fold functioning 
within. It can move from within itself without the need 
of any external propulsion. There is the automatic function of 
excretion of unwanted matter from the body. Certain glands 
work, and there is the flow' of certain types of fl uid material within 
the body. Then there is the apparatus for producing sounds. 
These are called the five-fold motor activity (Karma-lndrtya) 
within the body. 

21. (to to 14). Then there are the five sensory functions 
of seeing, tasting, smelling, touching and hearing, 

(15 to tg). The objective, material world as experienced 
through the five-fold sense-organs, has a reality as Lt is in itself, 
divided into five types according to the five modes of sense-per¬ 
ception, They are called 4 ‘things in themselves™ {Tanmdtras},. 
They are colour, taste, smell > touch and sound. They form the 
nature in themselves of what are cognised through the five sense- 
organs by us. 

32 * (30 to 24), These five ^things in themselves” when 

they are within the range of sense-perception, assume material 
forms and are known as the five elements of Earth, Water, Fire, 
Air and Ether. I will explain the exact significance of this 
division and of these terms at the appropriate context. Here 
I use the popular terms, 

23. {25)* The phenomenon of uniform matter changing 

into differentiated matter requires explanation. There must be 
something external ta it whose presence it h that created the urge 
for such a change. The change cannot come from within itself, 
without any external stimulus. Therefore something called the 
"Spirit” as distinct from matter Is also inferred from the pheno¬ 
menon of the change of the uniform matter into dl fferentiated 
matter. In so far as the Subject side or the differentiated world 
consists of an infinite number of individuals, such “Spirit'" aspect 
of the world is also accepted as infinite in number* 
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24. I am not presenting all the doctrine? of the SdnkAj* 
system of philosophy here. I am only staring that the. system 
classifies realities under twenty five categories* and that all of them 
come within the sphere of perception and reason- There is not a 
single item that standi In need of the authority of scripture 
for its establishment. There is its metaphysical side and there 
is also its ethical side. Neither wants the support of any 
extraneous authority. Thus, the system is essentially rationalistic 
in its approach to the problem of reality* 

25. Nature and the power within Nature and the Laws of 
Nature explain ever) 1 thing that is included within this system. 
There is the first change of the uniform matter into differentiation 
and this is due to the working of the power within Nature, and 
this follows the Laws within Nature. There is no scope for a 
God or His Will, or the teaching of his Messenger or the 
Interpretations and doctrines of the various personages who are 
installed as guardians of the Will of God as it spreads and operates 
among men in the world. There is the Law of Nature in the 
world ; it can be stated in language form, it can be transmitted 
from generation to generation through the medium of language. 
But there is no one who has made the Law, there is no one who lias 
made the first statement of the Law in language form. No such 
statement is eternal either. There is a gradation among those 
who try- to understand „ interpret, and transmit the knowledge of 
the Law. There may be a recollection of what was known before. 
There b no first start for the Law and its statement. 

The System is closely related to the 1 Sankhpa 

system. The metaphysics of the Toga is indenrical with that of 
the Sankhja. Thus, the position of the modes of knowing are also 
identical in both. As such the position of Authority as a mode 
of knowing need not be specially dealt with in considering the 
System. 

ay. Another important System that must be taken into 
consideration in this connection is the .fty&pa-Vaijtpka group* 
Here also perception, reason and Authority are accepted as modes 
of knowing, A fourth mode called “Analogy"! is also accepted 
in this systrm. But I have already said that this has no impor- 
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tante in philosophy. This is the system in which the modes 
of knowing are specially treated as the chief topic. It has its 
own metaphysics; but its metaphysics has dwindled into insigni¬ 
ficance, In the Sonkhya, it is the metaphysical side that has 
gained a groat importance, though the question of the modes 
of knowing has retained its place in it. 

28. On account of the identity or the metaphysical side, 
the Sankhya and the Yoga systems came into close contact, so much 
so that we speak of the Sahkhya-Yoga system. Similarly, the two 
systems cSNyaya and VaUesika also fell together into a single group; 
they even became a single system, There is practically a complete 
identity between the two systems, in metaphysics and in the 
problem of the modes of knowing. The term VaUesika really 
dropped out, and in the later stages of their growth as a single 
system, it is the term Jfyija that continued, and another term, 
Tsrka, also designated the combined system. Many of the works 
on the system use one or the other of the two terms. 

29. In thdr original form, the question of the relation of 
the modes of knowing (Ptamana) and the objects of knowing 
{Pranuya) formed the chief topic in the A>j>i system. Various 
other questions like doubt and false cognition and vicious argu¬ 
mentations also found a place in the system. Thus, the work 
started with an enumeration of sixteen topics or PadirUus for 
treatment in the system. In the Vttiiesika system, there are six 
topics [,Padarthas) dealt with, and the six topics exhaust the world. 
Every kind of reality in the world is brought under these six 
group. Negation as a separate reality has not been mentioned 
in this enumeration in the beginning, though negation has been 
accepted in the system. Later, it wasp ven a place in the Cate¬ 
gories or padarthas accepted in the system, and the Categories 
of the combined Nyaja-Vaisesik* system became seven, 

30. It has already been found that in the SimfcAje system, 
“Authority" has been recognised as a mode of knowing. But 
m its philosophy “Authority" had no place at all. It was only 
a recognition of what was a (act and not of what was a necessity 
in the philosophy. The philosophy stood in need of only per- 
ception and reason, and all varieties of reality could be brought 
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'Within the sphere of these two modes of knowing. The position 
of the ffySja system is also the same. Authority is a fact in the 
world as a mode of knowing. But the philosophy of the system 
had no need of this aspect or the mode of knowing. The whole 
world, so far as it was included in the system, could be know* 
through perception and reason. 

31. We know the facts of the world as a series of indi vidual 
substances with some quality and with change and movement. 
When we examine them, we find that there are also dement* 
like generality and speciality, some special relationships and 
also the clement of negation. All these seven kinds of realities 
in the world are established on the strength of perception and 
reason. There is nothing that stands in need of an extraneous 
authority for its establishment as a reality. 

32. When I was dealing svith the mode of knowing 
recognised in the Sdnkhya system, I had to depart slightly from the 
traditional way of interpreting the text, and I drew a distinction 
between relative authority and absolute authority* 1 hey 
relate to facts which can be know n through perception ami reason 
but which are also sometimes known through an authority, and 
also to facts that can be known only through such an authority. 
The Sdnkfya system excluded the latter type from the scope of 
its philosophy, though it did not exclude the possibility of such 
facts in the world. 

33. In the Njdja system, there is no such distinction drawn. 
The system does not countenance any fact that transcend the 
scope of perception and reason and that can be known only through 
some extraneous authority. The distinction between the autho¬ 
rity of trustworthy persons and of scripture is not recognised in 
the Nyaya system* Even scripture derives its authoritative nature 
from the trustworthiness of the author, like any science or any 
statement in the world- The ordinary statements and science may 
be the words of the individuals in the world. Soapture forms the 
words of the Supreme Soul, God. Scripture has no absolute and 
independent authority* Scriptural passages can. be cited only 
in support of the findings of other modes orknowmg and cannot 
establish any statement on its own strength. 
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34 - Of the six systems of philosophy, recognised as forming 
the group of Vedic systems, four can manage without scriptu- 
rai authority for their conclusions. Without directly perceiving 
a thing and without applying one's reason to know the thing, 
one is able to know certain Facts of the world on the authority of 
the statements of other persons; this Is a fact and must be accepted 
ps such. Otherwise it has no value in philosophy* and so far as 
the philosophical side is concerned this third mode? of knowing 
has no place or value at all in establishing any doctrine or in 
recognising any fact. The mode of knowing on the basis of 
authority is found operating among men and that fact is recognised 
In philosophy, 

35 * In this situation we have to seriously consider the 
question whether at any time in ancient India, the thinkers could 
have associated their scripture with any mysterious sanctity. 
Such an dement of sanctity has no value in their philosophy. 
There is no instance found anywhere in the philosophical literature 
of India for insisting on the unconditional acceptance of the 
inviolability of statements in the scripture ; on the other hand 
one meets with the frequent statement that no scriptural passage 
can make a thing other than what k is found to be in experience 
amd in our reasoning faculty. All criticisms by modern scholar? 
about the place assigned to scriptural authority in the scheme 
of thought in ancient Indian are very unfair and devoid of any 
foundation. 

36. It has already been said that what is called Authority 
finds expression in language form, and for this reason, the nature 
ef language has played a very Important part in the philosophical 
speculations of ancient India. There has been some sort of 
mystery associated with this phenomenon of "sound” in the world. 
It is transmitted as a kind of “wave 8 ' in a medium, usually the 
medium of air. Some sort of impact produces a system of waves 
in the neighbouring air and the impact Is transmitted in this 
form of waves until it reaches the human body. It produces 
some reaction in a part of the body called the ear-cavity, and its 
impression is carried to the mind. Every kind of impact* on the 
air does not set such a wave in motion. It ts only some special 
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kind of impact that results in the formation of such air-waves* 
Witliin man's body also, there is a particular mechanism that can 
produce a variety of such air-waves which react on the mind 
through the car-cavity in the form of “sound 11 . Sounds are of 
i n finite varieties. Such sounds and their combinations have been 
associated, as symbols, with various objects of the world. Such 
sounds as have this symbolical value h what is called language 
37* This language can be produced only within ihe me- 
chartism installed in the human body. There have been various 
theories propounded regarding this Language. All the systems of 
thought in ancient India have this one view in common that what 
is experienced as sound, as language, is not a phenomenon in 
the physical air, that it is an effect in the air originating from some 
phenomenon in a finer medium., and that both in origin and final 
cognition, there is a point in some medium which is finer than 
the air through which it is transmitted as waves, 

3E. Some systems hold that what is called “sound” 
is a momentary phenomenon and that the association of such 
sounds with the facts of the world is purely arbitrary and con¬ 
ventional. Others hold that %vhat appears as ^sound TJ is lhe 
basis of the facts of this phenomenal world* and that the (acts 
of the physical world and the forms of language associated with 
such facts are both evoluies of this basic cause of the phenomenal 
world* Still others hold that though what is experienced as 
"sound” has a finer reality which is eternal, there is no causal 
relation between such eternal sounds or language and the facts 
of die world. They are separate realities in the world. Language 
is eternal and its relation to the facts of the world arc also 
eternal. The manifestation of this absolute, liasic, eternal 
language is what we understand as audible sound or language* 
and it is only this manifestation that is momentary. 

39+ The momentary nature of sound and its artificial and 
conventional association with the facts of the world are theories 
held in the jVVJjjtf- Vailafika system of philosophy. The sound 
as the basis of the phenomenal world is recognised in the philosophy 
of Grammar^ in this system lhe basic, absolute sound b termed 
Sphcfa. The eternal nature of language and the eternal relation 


74 


INBJAN PHILOSOPHY 


of sounds with the objetis of the world arc accepted in the MMMuS 
system. 

40, According- to the philosophy of gram mar* there are no 
isolated words. The basic fact of language is a unity and it is 
only its audible, produced aspects that can be analysed into 
parts called words and syllables and sounds. Such an analysis is 
arbitrary and has no relation to the real nature of the basic 
sound. A sentence is the smallest unit of language and unitary 
fact of a mhjert related to a predicate is the simplest form of reality. 

4 J In the Njaya philosophy, words. Syllables and sounds 
are all facts and a word or a part or a word like a stem and a 
sufTss and a prefix has a real, separate existence. They are in¬ 
dividually related to the individual facte or the world also. The 
school of AHmsbrnd bearing the name of Rumania Bhatta accepts 
thb view qf the philosophy p with the qualification that what 

is audible is a manifestation of something that is eternal. In 
the other school of A flmimsd that bears the name of Pntbhakara, 
the unity of the sentence and the unity of the subjtft-prrdkatf 
combination are accepted 3 with the limitation that language 
and the facts with which the language 15 related are separate 
realities. In grammar these two are the manifested aspect! 
of the same reality. 

According to Prabhakara, the world is dynamic 
and there is no reality as the fact unless it is related to the dynamic 
aspect of the world. Thus, language must ultimately be related 
to a change and movement, which k the nature of the dynamic 
world. Language ha! no meaning unless It b related to a change 
and to a movement in the world. In the school of Kumlrila 
Bhatta abo h the dynamic nature of the world is accepted. But 
the reality of the individual facts., even without being associated 

with a change or movement b recognised in this school. 

43. Language, which is associated with "Authority 0 as 
mode of knowing, had formed a far wider field for investigation 
in philosophy in India than in any other country* and has been 
as wide a fidd of study as any other aspect of the world in India. 

It is unfair to dismiss the doctrines relating to language as 
endowing scripture with mysetrious sanctity . 


CHAPTER VI 


AUTHORITY ABSOLUTE 

l« The standard text on the sdfikhja system of Indian 
philosophy recognises three types of realties, namely, what come 
within the sphere of perception, what come within the sphere of 
reason while falling outside the range of perception* and what 
transcend the range of both perception and reason. It may also 
be stated as a primary classification of realities into what come 
within the range of sense-organs and what fail beyond such 
a range, and the furl her classification of the latter variety into what 
fell within the domain of reason and what transcend reason. 
But there is no reality that is completely outside the intellectual 
Capacity oi man. Man can grasp everything in the world. To 
speak of transcendental realities that fall outdside the capacity of 
man involves a contradiction. A reality is a reality only to the 
extent that h is known as real. 

3 . But there is a gradation in the intellectual capacity of 
man. Perception and deduction of facts directly from such per¬ 
ceptual knowledge come within the normal capacity of all men* 
and even animals have this capacity. But there arc realities in 
the world that come only within the range of an extended appli¬ 
cation of reason* and thb capacity is what distinguishes a philo¬ 
sopher from other men, Bui there is a still higher* a transcendental 
capacity in man 7 $ Intellect. This takes the form of a direct 
perception in its application and in its function. But it is not nor¬ 
mal sense perception, It bears the semblance of a direct per¬ 
ception only to the extent that it is not of the form of a secondary 
cognition arising out of a primary perception. 

3 - The recognition of such a faculty m man's intellect can l>e 
understood only if we understand the prior history' of the 
evolution of thought in InduL Indian civilization had its start 
with persons who had such super-normal powers of knowing 
aspects of realities that fall outside the sphere of the understanding 
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ol normal intellect. The earliest literary records of the civi¬ 
lization of India is full of references to such persons of super- 
normal powers of understanding. In this literature such persons 
are spoken ol as nndcni5 ? whose tradi lions the people of those days 
were following, whose ways they were trying to imitate. 

4, Yama T son of Vivasvat* was the earliest person in the 
history of Indian civilisation recorded in that early literature. 
We know little- about the father of Yama s namely, Vivawat* 
beyond the bare name. The name docs not appear in the liter- 
rature as that ol any god worshipped by the people. There is no 
poem tn the collection of the Vedas addressed to him* But this 
name Is very familiar in the Rgiuda, which is the earliest text 
among the Vedas. He is the father ofYama and also of Mann* 
He is someti mes spoken of as the father of the twin gods called the 
Aivirts. 1 here is a statement in the $gvtd& that Vivasvat is the 
hither of the gods in general. In some of the later Vedie litera¬ 
ture, he is spoken of els the primal father of humanity, a position 
that is also assigned to his son Manu. Vwasvat had his wife named 
Satanyu, who is the daughter of another god named Tvastar. 
Although Vivasvat is not a god to whom prayers are addressed* 
so far as the available literature is concerned, he is associated with 
the beginnings of Indian civilization. Fire was first manifested 
to him, along with another god named Matariivan (who is 
himself an aspect of the Fire God)* They sing about the seat of 
Vivasvat, In which the gods T and especially the god Indra, take 
delight. 1 he poets sing of the glories of Indra from that seat. 
Vivasvat must have been himself an ancient poet* and Indra is 
spoken of as delighting in the songs of Vivasvat. Vivasvat is 
closely related to the pressing of Soma* Vivasvat is also related 
lo other gods like V a run a and the Aivirn. In the mention of the 
manifestation ol the fire to Vivasvat, we find an allusion to some 
of the powers possessed by him, that transcend die normal abilities 
of sight possessed by ordinary men. 

5. Yama, the son of Vivasvat, is also not a god. He is one of 
the earliest founders of the civilization of India* preserved in 
die Vedas* He was a mortal who became immortal; he had 
attained *;>mt new type of enlightenment, in so far as he for die 
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first time saw the Path. This is the most conspicuous trail of 
Yama. Y'ama, unlike his father Vivasvat, has become the theme 
of some songs in the extent collection of the Rgvtda. There are 
three poems about Yanis. In one of thrm, Yama is also men¬ 
tioned as the author of the poem. We know nothing about Yama 
prior to hU discovery of the Path, prior to this enlightenment. 
He had a sister named Yami, and in one poem there is a dialogue 
between the two, Yami trying to persuade her brother to enjoy 
some illicit connections with her and Yama trying to dissuade 
her from such an unworthy course. In the Rgttda we find Yama 
as having gone over to the region beyond and ruling there as King. 
He Is intimately connected with some of the gods, especially with 
the great god Vanina. He is also connected with Bfhaspati 
fwho also seems to be more a man than an original god) and with 
Fire. Yama is enumerated among the gods, and he, though a 
mortal in the beginning, had become a god in so far as he enjoys 
the Soma offered to the gods and he is prayed like a god bv the 
poets and along with the other gods. His discovery of the Path 
to the region beyond shows that he too had developed intellectual 
faculties which men generally do not have. 

6 . Manu is another son of \ ivasvat. Manu is spoken of as 
the father of humanity. When he had kindled the fire, he made 
the first offering to the gods along with the seven Sages. The 
sacrifices which people perform are based on the sacrifice performed 
by Manu as proto-type. There are various places where the 
sacrifice performed by Manu is spoken of as the model for la te r 
rituals. It was Manu who established the Fire as the light for all. 
Manu is associated with a large number of Sages of old, who 
were his partners in settling the pattern of sacrifices in the earliest 
times. Such associates of Manu are Rhrgu, Arigiras, Atharvan, 
Dadhyan, Kanva, Airi and Katya U-Sauas. They are all ancient 
Sages who had gone over to the region beyond, after Yama had 
discovered the Path to that region. Manu is also closely a.v»oriatcd 
with Soma. While Yama went over to the region beyond 
and became King there, and as such he had become a real god, 
Manu seems to have remained on earth. But the super-normal 
powers of intellect which he had attained arc there. 
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7 * There were other mortals who had. become immortal 
gods ; thus Man its were the sons of the god Rudra through 
Pram (spotted cow) ; they were mortals and became gods, 
partakers of Soma at sacrifices and helpers of Indra in his fight 
with Vrira, the Demon, They had become real gods. The 
Rhlms, three in number, were first sons of Sudhanvan, and thev 
too became immortal gods who partook or the Soma offered to 
the gods at the sacrifice* Many of the gods, including Mitra 
and Varnr a. are spoken of as sons of the goddess Aditi, and hence 
they are known as Adilyas (sons of Aditi )* 

B, When wc pass on from this ancient age of pre-£jredre 
times, and when wc come to the period of the Rgvtdk poetry, 
we find this belief in the attainment of some kind or Enlighten* 
ment, the dtvelopmcnt of some kind of super-normal vision, 
continuing. The Sages who sang about the gods had a direct 
vision of the gods in their true nature. It was only when a person 
could have such a direct vision of the gods and when they could sing 
of the gods in poetry that they were recognised as Rsrs or poets, 

o. There are frequent allusions to the secrets and to the 
mysteries in the world. They speak of the concealed positions 

and the concealed names. Vanina gave instruction to the Sage 
\ asistha about the twenty one names of the cow (Aghnya or what 
shall not be killed), when he had attained wisdom. Dirghatamas 
had a vision of the secret mysteries of the universe and he sings 
of this in a whole poem of fifty three verses. There are the 
concealed positions of the gods. The place of the God Visnu can 
be seen only by poets. 

ia It language is divided bio four parts, the three parts 
remain concealed in the cave, and only the wise, the poets, can 
see the whole of that language. Only a fourth pan is in use 
among men. Men may look f but cannot ace language. Men may 
listen, but cannot hear. Like a loving wife wearing charming 
robes, language reveals its form to the poet. 

11 ■ The distinction between learning and "Enlightenment" 
is continued in t heUpaniwd;. This is one of the most conspicuous 
features of the Upanisads. There art many people who 
have learned all the books on ail the subjects known ac that 
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t™*. and yet such a person has not really ‘'known”. The three 
Vedas for the four) are not recognised as the source of complete 
knowledge. This in itself is full proof for the broad-mindedness, 
and for the tolerance or the people. They were not slaves of a 
lew texts. There is no religion other than that of the Vedas, 
where a part of the scripture is spoken of as not authority for real 
knowledge. This does not mean that the Upmtfsdt began to 
depart from the orthodox and exclusive path of the earlier Vedic 
texts. Such a view is a mutilation of the spirit of the times and 
t)f the texts. 

ia. Buddha was bom in such an environment and he grew 
up and functioned in that atmosphere. When there was a 
prophesy, at the time of his birth, that he would become a Buddha 
or ‘"Enlightened,” when later he told the kingnf Magadha that he 
was In search of the true “Light” and that he did not care for the 
royal throne, when he actually attained the “Enlightenment”, 
there was universal recognition of the fact, because of the Vedic 
Tradition ot the possibilities of such attainments. Otherwise 
he would have been condemned as an imposter. Buddha was 
m search or what he knew to have been attained by previous 
“Fj,lightened” persons. The term “Buddha” itseir was very 
familiar in the Upenueds as the real nature of the Self. It was the 
latter-day Buddhism that made a deviation from this ancient 
path and made Gautama Buddha the only “Enlightened”. 
From the time oT Yama who saw the path to the time of 
Buddha who also saw the Path, and even later still, such 
“Enlightenment” was a familiar feature in the national 
life of the people in the country. 


i ' 3 ‘ £?“*“* *P“k ^ two kinds of knowledge, the 

lower and the higher, The lower type of knowledge consists 

or all sciences and even religion, and the higher type of knowledge 

consists of the direct realisation of the truth through a special 

faculty oT the intellect Buddha must have had a thorough 

course of study on all the subjects ; he had also die opportunity 

to associate lilmself with the people who had renounced the world 

in their search for the reality of the work!. Then, he had the 

“Enlightenment”, Certainly, this “Enlightenment” must be of 
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the nature of the dawning of a new' knowledge that was not con¬ 
tained in his early studies and in his later efforts in the company 
of the ascetics. This is just the distinction that has been drawn 
in the Upanisads about the lower and the higher knowledge. 

14, We do not know in what ways the problems were dis¬ 
cussed about the Alnsolutc by the learned people and the wise 
people of those days. The Upanisads record such discussions con¬ 
ducted in the courts of the kings. We know that such problems 
were also considered at the Seminars or Academies of the Rsis, 
the wise people, in the gardens. We do not have any literature 
presenting any systematic treatment of the subject, going back 
to those days. The real need for such systematic treatm mt ol 
the subject arose only when there came about a real cleavage 
"be tween two currents of thought in India, lill then, there were 
only differences, and differences show only a healthy growth. 
A time came when there arose also a real conflict, and conflict 
is a sign of a disease. The fundamental point of difference was 
on the question about the position among the “Enlightened'’ 
people which must be assigned to Gautama Buddha. Gautama 
Buddha himself did not claim any special position for him. 
He was one among the many Buddhas, and he speaks oi the 
Buddhas in the plural number. He also speaks of the path of 
the Arras . But the phenomenon or the "First Enlighten mem” 
is a departure from the Indian tradition and from the teachings 
of Buddha. The true tradition and the teachings of Buddha 
arc reflected in the statement found m the text on the StiAkhya 
system of philosophy ihat facts, aspects of reality, that fail outside 
the range of both direct perception and reason, must he known 
through the authority of trustworthy persons and of scripture. 
We must correctly understand who the reliable persons are, what 
the vripiinre is. 

15. The world has two sides ; there is the material content of 
the world and there is also its aspect as change and movement. 
In our normal experiences of perception and reason, both of them 
find a place. But arc we knowing the material content as it is 
when we apply our sense-organs or when we apply our reasoning 
faculties? Are we knowing the change and the movement in 
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it as they are really when we perceive them or when we try to 
apply our reason? Do we see the reality or do we know only aspects 
a| reality ? The meaning of what b stated in the tnct on the 
Sdnkhjpjt philosophy is only this. In science and religion, we get 
to know only aspects or reality, and to know reality as it is, we must 
apply another faculty. 

16, That faculty is what lies as the basis of rational 
philosophy* But even rational philosophy has its limitations* 
It may take man beyond where science stops. Philosophy may 
take up questions of fundamentals and investigate problems of 
■^why" and **how". Bui rational philosophy recognises that, thro- 
ugh the application of reason, we reach only certain generalities. 
At best we may know that there are certain ultimate principles, 
certain fundamentals, lying beneath of the facts known 
through science. Reason only brings to light the existence of 
certain things in a general way and not at all its nature. Thus 
philosophy has two aspects, the aspect bfgeneral problems through 
reason and the aspect of ultimate truths. The conclusions of 
reason arc relative in the former, and k is in the latter that we 
reach absolute conclusions, 

17. This latter is found in the two other systems of philosophy 
In India, which deal with the two sides of the reality that we are- 
trying to know. There i? the material content of the world andl 
there is the change and movement in it. They were dealt with hr 
the two parts of the Vedic literature. In the commentary 
portion called the Brahm&uzs in the Vedas there is dealt with 
the change and movement in the world, and in the Upanua r {s t 
there is a consideration of the material content or the world. 
Both go back on the original texts, which h now predominantly 
concerned with the change and movement in the world ; the 
original texts relating to the material content of the world have 
not been preserved with the same care. These two aspects that 
had been dealt with in the two portions of the Vedic commentary 
the Brahmanas and the Upamfods^ are taken up for a detailed coiui- 
deration in the two schools of thought in India known as the 
Aiimdmsd and the Vtd:mia+ 

10, In the Sdnkhja system there is a definite statement that 
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there are facts in the world that fall outside the sphere of sfiftse- 
organs and of reason. Such facts must be known through scrip¬ 
ture. In the system, there is nothing specifically stated as 

falling outside the range of sense-organs and reason. But there is a 
distinction drawn between knowledge in general and specific 
knowledge, in this system. It is only through perception that 
one can secure specific knowledge. Inference takes us only to a 
generic knowledge. Thus, when fire is inferred from smoke, 
as existing on the mountain, we know that there is fire in gent ml , 
hut fire can have many specific attributes, and they are not brought 
with n our knowledge through such an inference. Similarly, there 
arc many facts of the world that are known only throng b inference, 
and as such only in a generic way. This is the case with the 
ultimate particles of matter that constitute the world. From 
inference we know that there must be some such slates of an 
absolute nature from which the experienced world arose. But 
vve know nothing about their specific nature. All such facts that 
fall within the scope of reason and that are outside the range of 
sense-perception, are known only in a generic way as a 
consequence. 

19. But 1 he Ay am system recognises some kind of trans¬ 
cendental perception called Y$g\z perception ( Togi-Pratjaksa ; . 
Ood also can have a direct perception of such facts. This 
amounts to a recognition of facts oF realities that transcend 
the normal scope of man's perception and reason, A mere 
generic knowledge arrived at through inference is not a true 
knowledge. All that we know is that there are such facts 5 we 
do not know what such frets are, what their nalum are. Thus 
the specific nature of such Facts fall within the scope of what is 
called knowledge and of the knowledge of God. In 

Fact* there is no difference between the position taken up in the 
Sinkhjit'Toga system and in the XjijA-Vdiftfika system. In 
these two groups* they specify the modes of knowing in respoct of 
the facts that come within the scope of the systems, and they re¬ 
cognise facts and the modes oftnowing them that fall outside the 
scope of the systems. 

20, In the MimdmsfrVtd&tto group, the portion is reversed- 
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These two systems recognise facts that faU behind the acepeof 
their philosophy, and they coniine their consideration to facta 
that are not reached by the other two system-groups, that are 
recognised in those systems as going beyond their scope. Thus, 
both the Mimfimfi and the Vedanta recognise modes of knowing 
like perception and reasoning. But they depend entirely on 
“Authority” for the establishment of the facts dealt with in the 
systems. This dependence on “Authority” for the treatment 
of the subject-matter in the Mimdmsd and in the Vedanta, is 
explicit in the opening sentence of the original texts relating iq the 
systems. The Aftmdriisn system and the Vedanta sy stem have both 
a set of short texts, called Sutras or Aphorisms, as the basts. 
They start respectively with the statement, “Then, therefore, 
there is a desire to know Dhartna and Brahman*'* Dharma is the 
Law that governs the change and movement in the world, and 
Brahman is the a bsolute material content of the universe disentagled 
from changes and movements. 

ais The term “then” in both mean “after the study of 
the scripture". In the Mimariua text, the interpretation is 
accepted by all commentators. In the Veddnta 3 the interpretation 
is indirect and of a secondary'nature, Sankara says that the term 
4 s Then s 9 means “after the attainment of the requisite eligibility ”. 
But he adds that ‘‘sequence 10 study of the Veda" is also under¬ 
stood, Ramanuja's position is that the term means “after knowing 
Dharma" T which is the content of the Mimdthid system; in so far 
as a study of the Vedas is a necessary preliminary to the know¬ 
ledge of Dhartm l the prior study qf the Veda is to 'be recognised 
even in relation to the Vedanta. 

22. In the Alimdmsd system It is definitely said that the 
subject-matter of the system, namely, Dharma, ia what can be 
known only from scriptural injunctions. In the Vedanta also it is 
said that the understanding of Brahman^ the subject-matter of the 
system, has scripture as its source. What is meant by thii 
1 "Authority” on which the two systems depend for a treatment 
of the subject-matter ? There are two possibilities, when we try 
to find out an answer to this question. The “Authority" may be 
a set of Texts known as the Vedas, or the “Authority" may b* 
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a distinct mode of knowing certain realities in the world. The 
MtmSnw and the Vedanta lose their claim as philosophy if it U the 
first alternative, and if It Is the second alternative, they become 
super-rationalistic philosophy. In both there is a "desire to know", 
what is identical with “philosophy". Among the systems 
of philosophy in India, there are two types. Four of the six are 
rationalistic* and the remaining two are supcr-raiionaliaiic* Can 
there be such a super-rationalistic system of philosophy ? Is not 
rationalism the essence of philosophy ? 

23- If we do not accept such a super-rationalistic system of 
philosophy, there arc some great difficulties. We will have to 
say that human mind is incapable of understanding reality in ah 
its aspects and gradations, unless there is some super-rational 
faculty in the intellect of man. Perception and reason take us 
only to aspects of reality' and not to reality itself Through 
science and rctionallstie philosophy, we know the world only in 
the way In which sertsenorgans and reason can present it to m p 
not in the way in which the world really is. And reason tells us 
only that there Is seme such thing, and not what that thing is. 
For understanding the nature of fire on the mountain ascertained 
through the process of inference after seeing smoke on the mourn 
tain, we must go there and see the fire. And when there are some 
facts that do not come within the range of perception anti reason* 
we must either say that the nature or such facts cannot be known 
or we must recognise certain modes of knowing that transcend 
sense-oigans and reason- What is done in the Afirtdfhsd and 
in the Vtddnin is to assert the absolute and unconditional compe¬ 
tence or human mind to grasp all aspects and shades of reality 
in the world* both in respect of the change and movement in the 
material content of the world and in respect of the material 
content of the world itself. It Is not a dependence on “Authority" 
on account ofmiruTs incompetence* 

24^ The very nature of the function of the sense-organs 
sind of reason warrants the recognition of a higher power in mai/s 
intellect, The only other alternative is utter despondency 
in man 1 * incompetence to grasp truth. Ancient Indian thinkers 
w ere not such cowards ■ they were not also imposters who claimed 
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to have known the reality when they have known only aspects of 
tjiat reality. In the AHmimsd and in the Veddizh systems we 
have the noblest examples of courage and devotion to truth 
among Indian thinker;, 

25* We cannot assert that a thing is there simply because 
we have seen it or simply because we have rational proof of its 
existence. We cannot also say that since we have not seen 
a thing or since we have no rational proof of it* there is no such 
thing. Errors are experienced in these two modes or knowing, 
Tn the text on the Sdnkhja system it is said that there are many 
factors 1 hat vitiate our knowing through sense-percepUam We 
experience that immense distance h such a vitiating factor* Too 
much proximity also is a vitiating. factor in our vision. 
The seme-organa are liable to defects like jaundice* blindness and 
deafness. Even when a thing is in front of us and even when we 
keep our eyes wide open in broad light, the existence of the thing 
U not noticed when the mind is wandering lar away. There arc 
certain things ihat are too fine by nature to be caught by the sense- 
organs. A thing may remain conceaded behind another object 
and [5 hidden from view. Stars are not seen by day time when 
the sun's rays suppress the rays that proceed from them. A 
thing may be mingled up among similar things and may not be 
differentiated. There are various way's in which the functions 
of sense-organs are vitiated. 

26, Reasoning is also not an absolutely dependable mode 
of knowing. The vitiating factors in the process of reasoning 
Torm one of the most important topics dealt with in all texts 
relating to logic. When there arc possibilities of mistakes in our 
modes of knowing either through sense-organs or through the 
application of reason, when such mistakes are recognised both in 
our experiences and alio by thinkers, neither of the modes can 
bring us into contact with reality. Through these inodes we know 
reality only as it is presented by the modes and not as it is. When 
a new mode, transcending these two modes arc postulated* it is with 
the sanction of these two modes, on account of the necessity of 
these two modes. In the rationalistic systems of Indian philo¬ 
sophy there is an apparent claim that they deal with ultimate 
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truths, with realities, and not merely with relative truths or 
aspects of realities. Thus* In the text on the SfiiikkfA system* it 
is said that a mode differing from both science (observation) 
and religion, is the better one in so far as through that there k a 
discriminative realisation of three-fold truths, namely# 

the manifest (Ijaltte), the unmanifest (Atfokt*) and the knower 
(JJa), But this claim is to be compared with the confession 
of limitations when it b said that there are realities that fall l>e- 
yond the scope of observation and reason, which can be known 
only through what is spoken of « “Authority ,r , In the Xjija and 
in the Vm&fika systems it is said that the systems lead man to the 
realisation of truth iTattr*-J#ana )and thereby Lo the highest bliss 
(AiifrfTM). Here also there is a veiled confession of limitation 
when it is said that certain facts are known only through Tegir 
Vision {Tip-PratF&pi) and that reason brings man only to the 
generic knowledge of a thing and not its real and specific nature. 
Thus* the position taken up in the A/imfhwffl Sffli 5 n the t 
systems is just what has been sanctioned by the other systems 
and what has been also necessitated by those systems. 

There was a time when scientists also held that they Are 
able to know the truth of the world through their science, that 
they are able to bring Nature under their control. But views are 
changing. Now scientists are satisfied that they are able to know 
only aspects of reality and not reality itself* that w r hat they know r 
is superficial (only in the literal sense), that they move only 
on the surface of reality, that they cannot penetrate Into the 
depths, into the secrets* into the mysteries of reality. Science 
de a l s with aspects of realities which they can observe either 
directly or through their instruments- In the Sdnkhja system, 
it was defini tely said that the knower, the scientists or the philo¬ 
sopher himself, comes within the scope of the treatment in the 
system* In the other systems also, the nature of the Self ■ Ttman : 
is a subject of inquiry' corning within the scope of the system. 
But In modern science* the scientist has no place. The ques- 
tio j of the relation of the scientists to the reality does not arise 
in modern science* as k does in the philosophical systems of 
ancient India. There is a “beyond* 1 to what are brought into 
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the scheme of investigation in science, both prior and posterior. 
How dead matter, uniform and motionless, stalled on a course of 
differentiation and change, how the phenomenon of life arose 
within that l£ dcad" mailer,why the changes in ihe world takesutb 
a coune and noi another, why the direction is from simpler to 
the more complex and not from the complex to the simple—there 
are many points that arc not Introduced into science for consi¬ 
deration. A rriJ is the smallest living matter. When the 
is destroyed, where does its “life" element go ? Tangible matter 
Is made up of atoms and atoms arc made up of electrons. When 

an atom is broken up ? there is energy released. In whai form did 
that energy exLit hi the atom, and what happen to it ? The energy 
radiating From the Sun is preserved in plants in the form of 
rnalter, especially as carbon. How does energy convert itself into 
matter ? There are various problems in science, Isoth in physical 
science and in biological science, that afford scope for some 
kind of further investigation* either within the field of science itseb 

or along a line parallel to the course of science. 

28, Just as science promises by the very nature of science 
some scope for another kind of investigation* within this further 
investigation itelf there is provided by rationalist philosophy* 
scope for a super-rational philosophy* It is in ihi* way that there 
arose two courses of philosophical investigation, or which one 
does not stand in need of any 11 Authority** for establishing the 
facts admitted into it, and the other rests entire!y on such an 
"Authority 1 \ Wc must understand .the term *‘Authority 1 p in its 

right connotation. 

29* It has already been said that both the sense-organs 
and reason have limitations lhat make them incompetent to 
grasp the reality. There must be some mode of knowing where 
there will be no such limitation, so lhat through that mode there 
will be a direct contact between the Subject and the Object, 
independent of any mediation. This is what Is known as the 
Impersonal Mode of knowing (Ap&tninya-PfaTMw)* Puna* 
h "Person” and Paurustya is "what relates to a person* 1 . 
Apaurtzteya is what docs not so relate to a person. Pr&nfina is 
a mode of knowing. It is such a mode that is termed Veda or 
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-*crtptura] authority* tn Indian philosophy in its aljscihite seme. 

30. The civilization of the West started with an objective 
bias, the emphasis being laid on the nature or the world outside ; 
the subjective side was neglected and little investigation was 
made either to understand the nature of the knowing subject 
of to develop its Toll capacities. But in India* the position was 
traversed. The great emphasis was on knowing the nature of the 
subject and in advancing the abilities of the subject to know. 
The serpe of knowledge thus widened on account of this increase 
in the ability of the Subject to know. The discipline of develop¬ 
ing the abililies of the subject is generally known as %* We 
do not know- how okl this system of Toga was. Just as there had 
bfen logical thinking tvtn without treatises on logic, there 
must have been Togir disciplines even without text 1 looks on Yuga, 
■in the earliest stages, Yama had his illumination through this 

Teg whereby he was able to fird nut the Path. Mann established 
the system of religious rituals regulating life of man, through the 
same Jflga* The various ftp ij (Sages) had the direct knowledge 
of the gods through Yvga. There was the tradiLion of Tom in 
the Upanifcd&s, Buddha had his (niightcr.mcnt through legs. 

31, Through this Toga t the limitations of die sense-organs 
. and of the t earning faculty are removed. Besides this physical 
. ard mental limitation that restricts the scope of knowing there is 

also a moral limitation, which too must be eliminated- This 
limitation is of the nature of traits, like “attachment* 1 and 
*'aversion*"* They too bring about a limitation on our knowing* 
and on account of the presence of such limitations wr do not 
know the thing as it really is. We usually consider the seme- 
, organs and our w r holc mechanism of mental activity with its 
L faculty of reasoning and various emotional aspects, as the cl aniel 
. for our knowledge and as the means for our entire life activity. 

. The fact is exactly the opposite of it* They are barriers to our 
. know ing* to our real and full life* They are really niters, 

32 i About the conditions in the Vethe times, all that we 
can say is that the people had some special powers. There have 
. been attempts to interpret the Vedas as illustrating the principles 
of Toga* I am not able to say anything about this method of the 


AUTHORITY ABSOLUTE 


gg 


j-.'ix trp reuti on oft lie Vedas, this way or that way. But I am very 
definite that there is the Toga hack-ground for the Vedle culture. 
It can dot also be a case of a sudden and accidental illumination 
flashi ng on the minds of a few people. There must abo have been 
some deliberate attetnpEs to develop such powers, and such an 
attempt Is impossible without a method and a science regulating 
the methods. Such methods must have taken two different 
directions, each depending on a separate doctrine about the rela¬ 
tion between the Subject or the sense-organs and the menial 
apparatus on the one side and the Objective world on the other 
side. If what is called the Subject is an obstacle to correct knowing,, 
ihen they must lie suppressed and repressed. There is the other 
view that the Person must get released from such subjective limi¬ 
tations. The former method was adopted by the lirahmQtdtiM) the 
predecessors of the Ascetics whom Buddha came across earlier 
in his life. The latter represent the R$is or Sages of the Vedas, 
33. Through this method of Toga the Rtis were able to get 
into direct contact w ith the world, both its changes and move¬ 
ments and also its material content. They knew the nature qf the 
unchanging material source of the changing world and also the 
nature of 1 he changes in that world. In the change and move¬ 
ment, there b a design, a Law consciously introduced. What 
is called intelligence must have been behind this system of change 
and movement in die world even from the beginning. The Law 
is called the ft fa in Vedie terminology'. The change and move¬ 
ment according to this Law is called the 7 ajUa or Sacrifice, Even 
die first change and movement is called by thb term of Taj fla 
or Sacrifice in the Veda, There was the Supreme Intelligence, 
called the Virdf, which is the first manifestation of the Universal 
Intelligence along with the first change and movement. There 
resulted a Form in the world, and that is the first ^Person”- 
There w r crc also individualised Intelligences without the limitations 
oF sense-organs and mechanism of the mind. They are the gods. 
They continued, this process ol change and movement or the 
Sa en fit* 1 *. and this process became the first operation of the Law 
in the universe. Men also perform the Tnjfia or Sacrifice that fall 
within the scheme of the first Taj Ha performed by the gads. 
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34 - It, must be understood that what h called a Taj Ha or 
Sacrifice is not a mere system of religious ritual; all the activities of 
man fall within this scheme of Tajrfa, which became the Dh*tma 
rr l ew in the world. It operated both in what may be called 
ihe religious aspect and in what ?a called the secular assert of life 
smerg rp.cn. There is the term fitd-PCrta, which enables men 
to go to the other world, and this consists of //to (Sacrifice) 
and PHria (Social Service), Yama, Manu and the carious 
Sages associated with this establishment of the Vcdic Dharmi 
or Law, consisting of Religion and Social Service, had a direct 
vision of the nature of the Uw operating in this process of change 
and movement in the world ; they are known as having a direct 
vision of {Sdksdl-krta) Law (Dharma ) 1 in exegetical works 
relating to the Vedas, There had been known a gradual decay 
of this capacity among men. 

35. In the two systems of philosophy in India where these 
two problems are discussed, namely, the nature of the operation 
of the Law in the change and movement in the world -Dharma 
deali with in the AftmhJhsd system) and the nature of the 
material content of the world (Brahmm dealt with in the Ve&btix 
system ,i the mode of knowing must necessarily' be recognised as 
that mode which was within the capacities of the peoples of the 
Vedie age. 1 he records or their knowledge are known as the 
V edas. The Vedas are not confmd to a few texts. Any literary 
record of direct vision of the truth of the world without 
the limitations of the individuals come under the term Veda. 
Sankara speaks of the immense, limitless Veda as the source for 
the knowledge Brahman, Brahman is not dealt with in the limited 
texts railed the four Vedas. IT Sankara had only these lew texts 
in hk mind when he spoke about the Vedas as the source for the 
knowledge of the Brahman dealt with in the Veddnia, he would not 
have used the terra *'immense ht and *‘infinite". After all, the 
available text of the four Vedas do not together exceed the six- 
of a si ngle work known to t hem, the Aiahdhhdrata. 

36. When there is a direct, immediate Subject-object rela¬ 
tion between the sentience and the world, when the Object i* 
grasped by the Subject m its real nature and not as it has been 
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presented by the medium, there h the knowledge of the thing 
gained by the knower without any limitations, without any error; 
such limitations and errors are brought about by the limitations 
and the defects in the medium* and here the knowing is direct 
and immediate. Therefore in such a knowing there can be no 
Raw at all A record of such a knowledge is what is accepted as 
the Veda. That is why the Vedas are recognised as free Trom all 
taints, 

37, There is a slight difference in the standpoin t of the two 
systems, the Mimamsu and the Vcdanlx. In the there 

is no recognition of the possibility' of a correct grasp oflheendre 
Law by any individual. There is no 41 Omniscience” accepted in 
die Mim&ihsS system. There is a perfect world changing and 
moving according to a perfect Law. Hie individuals know 
only a part of it, and the extent Vedas contain a record of such 
partial knowing of the Law. To this extent there is an imperfec¬ 
tion. Bu t in the knowledge of the parts as recorded in die Vedas, 
there are no defects chat art associated with ordinary literary 
records* defects of the ^personality” of the knower, the imperfec¬ 
tions of his sense-organs and of the apparatus of the mental 
functioning, and emotional defects like attachments and aversion*. 
The Vedie Texts do not record the entire wisdom about the change 
and movement in the world according to the Law ; the only 
thing that is claimed is that what are recorded must be in accord 
with the facts of the world, not what form only the personal views 
of a few indi viduals. Even t his claim is considerably diluted when 
they accept the theory of what are termed A rthm&das in the Vedas* 
which are passages that shall not be taken in their literal sense 
representing a truth, which have only a secondary' significance, 
which do not state any “fact”. Thus, there is a frank and honest 
confession that the Vedas do not contain the whole truth and also 
that what are stated in the Vedas are not ail of them truths 
about the world. Is there any other scripture in the world of 
which there is a similar confession by the guardians of such 
scriptures'? When it is said that the Vedas are the Authority for 
Dhaima in the Mlnwms'a, Tor the I^w that governs the change and 
movement in the world, there is only a philosophical necessity 
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as the basts for such a theory and there is not at all any kind of 
religious narrow-mindedness or fanaticism behind it, 

38. In the A ffmdmsd system there is no mode of knowing re- 
ceginsed that can operate beyond the scope of the sense-organs 
r.nd the apparatus of the mind. In the process of knowing such 
medium cannot be dispensed with ; their defects can be removed. 
The system dries not also accept the technical YQgi-Praly<iksa f the 
direct and immediate perception of a transcendental nature* 
t hus in the Mlmdmm y an individual is only an individual, and an 
individual has his limitations. The only limitations that an 
individual can get over arc the defects of the sense-organs* the 
defects of the apparatus of the mental process of reasoning and 
Lhe f motional defects of the mind. 

39. In the VfdaTitu system* every individual is a potential 
( mdsdent, There can be a direct and immediate Subject- 
object relation between the sentience and the world- The truth 
:s not stated in its perfection in the Vedas, .After all, the Vedas 
arc only a kind of medium for knowing the truth. The Vedas 
may point towards the direction in w hich one has to focus the 
mind to gel a knowledge of the truth of the world. The real 
knowledge of rhe truth must be secured through personal contact 
with the world. Here also, wbai is called the * "Authority" is 
rot the text oi the Vedas; it is only the direct and immediate 
perception of the world in its true nature by the individual. 
Even this “Authority” is only in indicating the direction and not 
in presenting the truth. Every individual must grasp the truth 
of the world by himsdf and ultimately there is no ^Authority 11 
lor him* beyond hb own experience. 

40. Such limitations in the M Authority of the Vedas 11 are 
postulated by the followers of the Vedas themselves. When we 
closely scrutinbe the theory of the "Authority of the Vedas" 1 , 
what b most prominent is their tolerance* their freedom and their 
catholicity, so far as the defenders of the Vedic authority' are 
concerned* According to the true view of what is meant by the 
term "Vedic Authority" 1 , every scientific statement* every state¬ 
ment of a Law in the secular life or in the religious life of the 
people come under ihb term. All that 3 s wanted is that such 
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a statement shall not have the limitation of being the “views* 1 
of individuals ; they must be the statements of the facts without 
the limitations or personal considerations. 

41 T To understand the true import of this mode of knowing, 
through the “Authority** or an absolute nature, we must know 
certain details in the back-ground of the development of Indian 
thought through the ages. It is not proper to estimate the value 
of this inode of knowing adopted in Indian philosophy with h 
back-ground that is erotic to Indian thought. Modem Indian 
conditions do not form the true back-ground Tor the picture of 
ancient Indian thought, and conditions in other countries have no 
karing on the conditions in ancient India. This candour 
this courage, this devotion to truth, that is at the back of the adop¬ 
tion of this mode of knowing, is something unique in India* un¬ 
noticed in any other country'. Full discussion on all points till a 
decision is made ; loyal adherence to the decision after it is made. 
This b the position taken up in India in ancient times, 

43. I will give two examples from many, to illustrate the 
point, one from a real philosophical work and another 
from a work that forms the correct back-ground for Indian phi¬ 
losophy, Sankara gives four points as eligibility for one to be a 
philosopher, to star! the investigation of the problem o£Brakmtm, 
The first is that there must be a discrimination of what is eternal 
and what is transient. In the commentary on the work of San¬ 
kara, Vacaspati Misra says that this b not the starting point 
in philosophy but the closing point. And he interprets the state¬ 
ment in such a way as to mean that the point of eligibility is a 
determination to accept at the dose of the dbcussion any conclu¬ 
sion that has come out as the truth, 

43 There b an anecdote about Sankara, described in the 
life of Sankara, Sankara met a great scholar who was a staunch 
follower and advocate of an active life in this world *while Sankara 
had taken to asceticism. They met and they' came to thr terms 
that after the discussion, if Sankara could convince his opponent 
about hb own point of view, he would join Sahkra s Monastic 
Ordcr r and if on the other hand Sar kara could be convinced 
about the position taken up by the opponent, Sankara would 
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Jeave off his Order and lead an active life. In the end, 
Sankara won and the other scholar became a disciple and 
of £ar.kara, follower joining his order. 

44- Is it possible that in such a tradition, any individual or 
any group of people could endow any set of texts with some 
sort of mysterious sanctity ? The acceptance of "Authority” as 
a rnede of knowing is an intellectual necessity and not at all an 
infliction and a chain on the intellect of man. 

45. In this (I jc trine of “Authority" developed in the 
Indian philosophy we sec the supreme example of honesty of 
intellect, the bold confession of the limitations of man’s normal 
capacities to know', and the assertion of the maximum abilities 
of man’s life. There is a recognition or the possibilities of ™ an 
in his intellectual pursuits wiih an admission of the bare (acts 
of man's life that man, though perfect, is not exhibited always 
as a perfect being, the possibility being that man in his true 
nature is free from all limitation in his powers of knowing and 
that rherc is nothing in the universe that it really and eternally 
concealed from man's knowing powers. The “Authority” m 
Indian philosophy is the most misunderstood and most misre¬ 
presented doctrine in the entire range of philosophy, and at 
the same rime the noblest doctrine possible in any system or 
philosophy* 




CHAPTER VII 

TRUTH AND ERROR 
a. Their Relation to Knowledge, 

I. If we could completely trust our sense-organs or our 
reasoning faculty in knowing the truth, if we could be satisfied 
that when we know, we have also known the iruth, there would 
have been no philosophy, there would have developed no logic 
as an aid in determining the true nature of things in the world. 
It is the errors in our experience that is the basis for the deve¬ 
lopment of systematic philosophy and systematic logic. We 
find that we cannot trust the teachers of religious doc trines and of 
religious practice also. Just as there have Iwn noticed in our 
knowledge of things through the aid of sense organs and of 
reasoning, certain conflicts and contradictions, there have been 
noticed conflicts and contradictions in religious teachings and 
religious practices as weJ L Therefore such religious doctrines and 
religious practices also must be put to strict scrutiny, like the facts 
of normal experiences in the life of the people. 

fl. When I experience a fact in one way at onetime and in 
another way at another time, there is contradiction in my personal 
expend'nee. When I experience a thing in one way and another 
perse i i i.xperienees the same thing in another way, there is a con¬ 
flict. (lan there he such contradictions and conflicts in the field 
of true know ledge in the w orld ? Can tw o contradicting or con¬ 
flicting religious doctrines and practices be both true? When 
we find such contradictions and conflicts, there arises the need for 
consideration and discussion. If both parties say that each is 
right and the other is wrong, that will not make matters better. 
Physical force and implements of torture cannot settle problems 
of truths. The greatest contribution of India to the intellectual 
wealth of humanity lies in this method oT reconciling contradic¬ 
tions and settling conflicts through rational processes. There is 
no other nation that has agreed to submit their religious doctrines 
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and religious practices for discussion in open assembly and to 
accept the decisions after full and frank discussions. 

3. In India, there had been differences in religious 
beliefs, in religious doctrines and in religious practices. But 
they were only differences* and differences could be accomodated 
through tolerance. In the Vedas we find a large number of reli¬ 
gious teachers and a large number of gods whom such teachers* 
and the people following them, worshiped. The mode of worship 
was also of various kinds. Between the path taught by Buddha and 
the Path of the Vedas, there was only difference* if at all there 
was any such thing. There was no conflict. But a time came when 
the two Paths came into conflicts. The conflict could be settled, 
and should be settled only, through discussion. 

4. The people who followed the Vedic path had the strength 
of numerical majority; they could also influence those who could 
employ physical weapons to support the path. It has been agreed 
by all that ultimately, the Buddhist path was closed in the country. 
Was it through this numerical majority ? Was it through the 
employment of physical power against those who refused to join 
the Vedic path ? Indian literature records no case of religious 
persecutions* though later Buddhist literature preserves some 
such memories. If physical might had been the weapon employed 
for the defence of the Vedic Path, there would have been no 
need to introduce the doctrines maintained by the Buddhists into 
the discussions. The very fact that the doctrines of Buddhism have 
been given full chance for defence in open assemblies and that 
in all the literary records of such discussions relating to religious 
doctrines, the doctrines of Buddhism have been truly and openly 
introduced, show's that there was no question of employing force 
to destroy Buddhism or to d rive ba ck the foS lower* of the Buddhist 
Path to the Vedic Path. 

5. The great importance of this problems of truth and error 
in our modes of knowing Tor humanity lies in the fact that this 
question was not confined to the sphere of sense-perception and 
reason ; it was extended to the region of religion, and of 
the scripture. Both the Buddhist scripture and the scripture 
that follows the Vedic Path were put to the same t«L As a mat- 
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ter of fact the problem of truth and error in modes of knowing 
was taken up In philosophy lo lest the validity of the truths 
stared tn the scripture following the Vcdic Path. 

6. A mode of knowing deserves that appellation only if 
by that mode something can be known which cannot be known 
by any other mode. If everything can be known through senses 
perception and if the purpose of reason is only to confirm what was 
otherwise known* reason ceases to be a mode of knowing* in the 
technical sense of the w r ord. Thus to know is to know what was 
not known before and in any other way* If philosophy has 
recognised a mode of knowing called ^Authority* 1 , there must be 
Taels in the world that canno^ be known by any other means like 
sense-perception and reason. It is for this reason that the limita¬ 
tions of reason as a mode of know i t ig has to be &u bstant i a ted, This 
position aljout the mode of knowing is taken up in those systems 
where a mode of knowing like u Authority" is also accepted. In 
this way* wliat Is called "Authority* 1 U not merely a mode of 
knowing* it is a mode of know ing which brings to us the know¬ 
ledge of what cannot be known through other modes; this is the 
position taken up in the Mimdihsd and the Ved&nta systems. In 
the J^jdju-Vaisfsika system, knowing is simply knowing, whether 
or not what was known before or by other modes. 

7 + If the Buddhists assert that there are only two modes 
of knowing* namely* sense-perception and reasoning* then the 
position must be that there are no facts that cannot be grasped 
by these two modes and that whatever things are mentioned in 
scriptures, which do not come within die sphere of these two modes, 
must be dismissed as not being 1 Tacts". Such are die rituals 
which secure heaven according to the Yedic texts. There are 
also statements in the Vcdic texts like the truth being positive* one 
and immutable. This too must l>c false* Is this their position ? 
This question has been asked in the Alitrifimsd system of philosophy. 
The Buddhists take the five vows of abstention from (i) injury 
to animals* [a) acceptance of what is not given, (3) speaking 
what is false, (4) vain indulgences in worldly pleasures and 
(5) alcoholic drinks. Buddha knew in his Enlightenment 
the four great truths about suffering, its cause, its destruction and 
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the way to that destruction, which way is the right Fold path* 
already given earlier in this book. Arc all these things within 
the sphere of sense-perception and reason, which arc common 
to all people ? Then there are religious practices among the 
Buddhists like worshipping sacred spots {Caitjtis). If Buddha knew 
only what others also can know and have been knowing through 
their scmepcrcepuon and reasoning faculty, how is Buddha a 
“Buddha” ? If it be said that Buddha is omniscient and that he is 
an exception, then how is it know n that only one person could 
be omniscient and that a particular person is that omniscient one ? 
Does this belief come within the scope of unaided reason ? 1 1 can¬ 
not also be said that the modes of knowing are different in religion 
and in philosophy. And if Buddha knew what others cannot 
know', others too can know such facts of the world that fail outside 
the sphere of normal sense-perception and reasoning. And 
iMimamsd and Vedanta do not claim anything more* The 
truths about the nature of the change and movement in the world 
dealt with in the Mm&ksd and about the nature or the material 
content of the world dealt w ith in the VcdXnta fall outside the 
scope or sense-perception and reason. And for knowing such 
truths there is a mode of knowing distinct from the sense* 
perception and reasoning. That is what they call ‘'Authority 11 . 

8 What is the test bv which wc can determine whether 
a knowledge grasps truth or error? Various theories’have been 
put forward about this problem, according to the basic position 
taken up in the systems. They may be stated briefly i 
i. Both truth and error arc inherent in knowledge. 

'** Both truth and error arc extraneous to the nature of the 
knowledge and must be ascertained from outside. 

3 * Truth is inherent in knowledge* but error h extraneous 
to it and must be ascertained from outside, 

4, Truth is extraneous to the nature of knowledge and must 
be ascertained from outside, but error is inherent in 
knowledge. 

The theories associated with the Tour positions are related to the 
metaphysical and other views found in the systems that take up 
the positions. 
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9 - In the Sdiikftya system, what is called knowledge is a 
material phenomenon. It is a function of what is simply an evolme 
of matter, and what is called function is only an aspect of the 
matter, matter in a certain state. There is a subject-object concord, 
and that is what is called the phenomenon of knowing. When I 
see a rope at night in an indistinct light, only certain factors con¬ 
stituting the nope are in subject-object relation and not all. These 
factors are common with a snake also, and so the knowledge take* 
the nature of a snake. This defect is in the nature of the knowing, 
and as such the error is inherent in it. If nil ihe factors consti¬ 
tuting the snake come into the subject-object relation, then the 
knowledge takes the nature of a snake itself. And that is what is 
known as a valid one, the knowledge of the thing as it is. For 
this rea-ion, the knowledge has its nature either as truth or as error. 
There cannot be a knowledge without one or the other of these 
natures. Of course, knowledge has forms like a doubt, which 
really come under the nature of being an error, in so far as there 
is no Asccfiainnieiu of thr truth in it, 

JO, According to the .V>q>vf systems, what Is called knowledge 
“ an attribute generated in the Self, the Subject that knows. 
This attribute generated in the Self, has not got any definite 
nature. It is just an attribute. Some object or other is the cause 
of the production of this attribute, among many other causes, It 
has no such definite nature as cither in concord or in discord with 
the object as it is. Jts nature cither as true or as erroneous 
has to l>e decided later through other methods, ir a later test 
showrs that the previous knowledge is in accord with the 
object as it is, then we say that the knowledge was true, andir the 
test ends in the opposite way, we say that the knowledge was 
erroneous. In the desert, the glare or the rays of the sun may 
produce an impression of the presence of water ai a distance, 
and if there is a lake, then also there is the impression of the 
presence of water. The impressions are alike. It is only 
after going to the place and testing it by actually touching it that 
one is sure if the impression of water, the knowledge or the pre¬ 
sence of water in the two cases, was true or erroneous. Prior 
to that, one can say only this much that there is the know ledge 
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of water* Its nature of truth or error is not a factor in that know¬ 
ledge. We may sec smoke or we may be seeing only vapour, 
and in both the eases* there is the possibility of the inference of 
fire* Similarly, ifa man says (hat there arc [hiits available on the 
bank of the river* there is only a knowledge about fire or about 
fruits in the two sets of cases ; truth or error has to be established 
by later tests. 

if. There is nothing in the world that does not come 
within the sphere of sense-organs and or reason. Our experience 
shows that both of them are liable to err. Therefore, when 
they secure us a piece of knowledge, we must recognise 
their nature as liable to error, and so it is only a piece of know ledge 
that may Ijc true or that may be erroneous* It is in a state of 
suspcnce, without a definite form either as true or erroneous. 
It is only a later test that can endow the knowledge with the 
form of being true or erroneous* and that nature itself 
depends on the nature of the later test either as true or 
erroneous. The result is that there is nothing that can be called 
a Final truth or error as the nature of a kowledge- such nature 
is only relative. Then is there nothing that can really be 
true or that is really erroneous ? The position is that a doubt is 
legitimate in respect of any knowledge, and if the tests are 
sufficiently welt done, then ihc proof of the truth or error in the 
knowledge is also sufficiently dependable. When a further doubt 
becomes an absurdity, that is the final stage, and we accept the 
conclusion at that stage. We recognise the possibility of error ; 
but alt that wx can say at that stage is that to the best of our tests 
the knowledge is true or erroneous. 

is. In the MimBmsa system there is accepted a mode of 
knowing by a direct relation of the subject and the object, 
without any limitations in the sense-organs and in reason. It is 
a knowledge of a tiling as it is, not the knowledge of a thing as 
is presented to us by a medium. A knowledge arises when 
there Is a subject-object relation* and the truth of the knowledge 
may be affected by the presence of any limitation in the medium 
between this subject and the object . There cannot be a know ledge 
without some object being in relation to the subject. Therefore 
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a knowledge arises as that of the object, that \\ it arises as true. 
But this truth may be limited by the medium that may come in. 
The limitation to the nature of the knowledge as true has to l>e 
determined by the presence of factors that may stand bctw T ecn the 
subject and the object. A knowledge in which no such limiting 
factor can even lie suspected is by its very nature true. I his 
subject-object relation may be in respect of the changes and 
movements in the worldj or it may be in respect of the material 
content of the world. In both the cases there is a possibility of 
the object being in direct relation to the subject* with no kind of 
I imiling factor* The nature of knowledge as true is inherent and 
what we have to do b only to doubt the presence ol factors dial 
may limit its nature as true, and to eliminate such factors. Thus 
it is only its nature as error that b brought about by the external 
factors, and its nature as true b inherent in it- It we do not accept 
such a position, we will be admitting the incompetence ot our 
mind to understand truth, and it is a contradiction in terms 
when wc speak of things that our mind is not competent to 
grasp* A thing bathing only if kb within the sphere ol the 
competence of our mind to grasp* 

13. According to die Jfyaya system, there are two modes of 
knowing where the knowledge has absolute truth as its nature, and 
they are the knowledge of God and the knowledge of logins* 
In these cases too, the nature of the knowledge as being true is not 
inherent in it as a knowledge, but is brought about by the merits 
of the knowexv It may be noted that the difference between 
the position of the J/jcya system and that of the Mimdmsd system 
b not in the nature of their respective doctrine, bti f in their basic 
assumptions. The Jfj&p s system deals with facts that come within 
the sphere of sense-organs and reason, while in the Mimdmti 
system the subject matter b what falb outside the normal 
competence u! man, outside the sphere of ordinary observation 
and reasoning. It h more a terminological difference. Know¬ 
ledge derived through oliscrvation and reason arc liable to err, 
and knowledge derived through a direct and immediate subject- 
object relation is true : thb is the position in both. 

14. In the Buddhbt philosophy, there are different points 
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of view talcen up : the world is a real void and experience is only 
a positive appearance of this void, which must he an error. Or 
what is experienced as externat is really the inner phenomenon 
«[ the mind and there is the consequent error. Or what is only 
to he inferred from their experience is experrinced as what is 
directly perceived and as sucli there is the element of error. Or 
what is momentary is experienced as continuing and lasting and 
tliis is an error. This element of momentariness is common to all 
the schools of thought within Buddhistic philosophy. Thus, expe¬ 
rience as experience is an error,which becomes its inherent nature. 

15. Buddha is Omniscient, and as such his knowledge ean- 
not cir. Ii is not because that is a knowledge ; it is because it is 
the knowledge of an Omniscient person. Thus, the truth in the 
knowledge is dependent on extraneous factors, 

16. There are many factors that form the basis for surh 
a doctrine that has developed within the Buddhist philosophy. 
11 they say that Buddha too can err in his knowledge, that 
knocks the bottom out of all their philosophy. Then, there is 
a particular presentation of the teachings of Buddha, that has con¬ 
tributed to the development of such a theory int he system bearing 
his name. It does not mean that Buddha actually taught such 
theories. I he teachings of Buddha were interpreted to mean 
such a vietv. 

17. I he four-fold truth of Buddhism is that there is suffering 
in the world, that there is a cause for such suffering, that 
suffering can be terminated and that there is a way for such a 
termination or suffering m the world. Thus, imperfection be* 
comes an inlvercnct factor in the world, which is the abode of 
suffering. Our awareness is confined to momentary experiences 
and we do not experience an enduring experiencer. We know 
nothing about the absolute nature of the world. Now the line 
of argument is that if Buddha believed in a permanent experiencer 
and an absolute positive reality, he would have taught such things, 
and what he actually did was to refuse to answer questions about 
such absolute matters. The nature of the world being a void with¬ 
out any absolute positive basis is an interpretation of Buddha’s 

„ aifence and not an element within Buddha's direct teaching. 
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16* Here, there is a fundamental difference l>etwceu the 
Vedic systems and die system bearing the name of Buddha* 
According to the former, man's mind Is competent to grasp every 
feet of reality ; according to the latter, man cannot grasp reality, 
and liis expereiencej as expedience, is erroneous by nature. 
According to ihe former, al] men have equal capacities, though It 
may bedormeni in many and may be functioning only in a few ; 
according to the Latter, there is one person who is different from 
all others, and he alone can grasp and has grasped truth. There 
is no question of ft difference hewteen the two currents on account 
of Buddhism being rational and Vedic systems accepting an 
Authority, 

19. There is one great thinker in India, whom I will place 
on the highest pmaclc among the thinkers of the world ; and he is 
the least known* and I may even say that fie is not known at ah to 
the students of the evolution, of thought in the world. He b 
Prabhakara who expounded the MiiRQrhsa system of philosophy 
in a particular way and whose name is given To one of the two 
schools within the AftmMsJ system. For obvious reasons I kept 
his name away when I dealt with the position of the 

system in the matter of the relation of truth and error in 
knowledge. 

20. No error; no sin ; no void—this is the essence of the 
philosophy of Prabhakara* When we know, we know correctly. 
When we act, we act rightly. When we experience, wee xpericnce 
only positive facts and never a void, never a negation. It may 
be said that a person who denies a distinction between correctly 
knowing and wrongly knowing is a lunatic, that a person who 
denies a distinction between virtue and sin is a danger to public 
morality, and that a person who denies a distinction between 
what is positive and what is negative must be blind to facts* 
The first of these three points will be dealt with in this chapter 
when the question of the nature of error in knowledge will be taken 
up* The others too will be taken up in appropriate contexts. 
But here I assert again that the question of truth and error in 
knowing has no place in the philosophy of Prabhakara- 1 he 
problem of what is inherent is and what is extraneous to, knowing 
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as between truth and error does not arise al all when we take up 
the position, of Frabhakara. Thai is why I did not introduce 
this school of Mlmdmsa along with the position of Mtmimva. 

B. Nature of Error in knowledge, 

Qj- This problem has been dealt with in a very elaborate 
and comprehensive way in all the systems of philosophy in India* 
both the Vedic and the Buddhist systems. When it b said that 
a particular knowledge is erroneous, we must know what we 
mean by the term erroneous. There must be some common 
theory alwnit the nature of an erroneous knowledge ; it is not 
enough if every one holds that what is different from one’s notions 
is erroneous. That is not rational philosophy- When a thing 
is experienced as what it is not or is not experienced as what 
ii is, t]i ere is an error. This is a simple way of pm ting it. 
But it requires more careful scrutiny. 

22. The difference between some of the cases noted betow 
may lie very slight ; yet they have ix’en advocated by different 
schools of thought and they must be kept distinct From each 
other. What is of great interest to a student of ancient Indian 
thought U the great variety of thought patterns, which shows 
their mutual tote ranee, their spirit of accommodation. They all 
together Form what can be called the rich legacy of thought from 
ancient India. There is neither an enforced uniformity nor a 
conflicting meddlcy. An cnlbrced uniformity bunts into pieces 
in course of time. Conflicting currents destroy one another 
and arrest progression. Indian tradition has steered clear of 
both the dangers. 

23. Alt the different schools or Buddhism hold in common 
that our experience is always an error ; and there is no scope Ibr 
drawing a distinction between truth and error in knowledge* 
The various schools of Buddhism hold different views regarding 
t he erroneous nature of our knowledge. 

24. The Aiddhjamtkn school holds that there is only a void, 
complete void, as truth in the world, and we have an experience 
of a positive existence in the world. That experience must be 
an error. This error consists in a knowledge as positive of what is 
negative {/IjgJ — negation—A 'hjfdii = knowledge}, 
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25+ Another school of Buddhism is known as the Togacdra t 
according to which the- ideas are real and what is experienced as 
external realities are only aspects of these idea<? + The ideas in 
their real nature have no external objects. What is called the 
Seif is only these ideas as an aggregate. In dream there is the 
cognition of the Self [the ideas) without any external objects* 
and yet there is a differentiation of the subject and object* 
which is an error. This is what Is called Atma (self) Khjt&ti 
(cognition). 

The cognition of objects having a form while the objects 
do not have any specific form of their own* is also a form oT Asat 
(negation) Khy&ti cognition). The difference is only in this 
that in the MMhytumka school* there is a cognition as positive 
of what does not exist at all* while ill this latter school what ha* 
no form is cognised as having a form. Here the form is attributed 
to what is formless. This Is die view of the Vaibhdsika school 
of Buddhists, 

27, Another school of Buddhist philosophy is called the 
SmtttSnMka^ according to which there is a cognition without 
something to depend on; and this is called ihcj'iuatcmbma (void of 
support) Khyati (congnition). To them nothing is within the 
sphere of sense cognition ; the external object is inferred, Somc^ 
times we have the experience of things that are there* and some- 
limes we have experience of things that arc not there* as seeing 
some wooJy things before our eyes, which is an optic phenomenon. 
This is what they call the cognition without anything for it to 
depend nrt* 

2O. There bit other ways in which erroneous cognitions 
arc accounted for. Neither the object nor the idea ha's a firm. 
Yet we see that things arc known as having a form like a colour. 
This form is a new product on account of the contact of the idea 
with the object, and in our experience we see that a new colour 
arises when two things are mixed together though neither of them 
has that colour. 

29* In the system of PatLihjali, one of the schools of 
the Vcdic group* it is held that in such cases or error* there h a 
cognition void of a real object. We can state the nature of the 
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knowledge in language form ; but there is no object correspond¬ 
ing to what has been slated in that language form, 

30. Cognition of a thing as something eke h another form 
of error as when a piece of nacre in bright sun-light is mistaken 
for a piece of silver. Tills is called Anjathd (as something else) 
Khyfiti (cognition). This 3 s the position taken up in the J*fydja 
system. 

3** In 1 he School of AHmarhsa as expounded by Kumarlta 
Bhatta, there is the theory of error as the cognition of something 
as something opposite. This is termed llpania (opposite) 
h'hydti (cognition). What appears in an erroneous cognition 
is not what does not exist The thing must have hern the object 
of a cognition at some other lime and at some other place. 
Such things find their place in another cognition. This Is what 
nikes place in an error. This is not different from the doctrine 
or cognising some ting as something else. The difference is more 
in terminology than in fact. 

32. In the Vcd&tite School as expounded by Bhaskara, 
there is what is called the cognition of what really exists. When 
there is a piece of nacre shining in bright surelight and when 
there is the cognition of a piece of silver, the stiver is therefor 
the time !>eing. When later on through some test, it is found that 
there was no silver, then silver disappeared. This is called the Sat 
(real) Kkjdti (cognition), the cognition of what is really existing. 

33. In the Visist&dvmta (Monism with a qualification) 
school of the Vedoitia system, expounded hy Ramanuja, there is 
the same realistic touch even in an erroneous cog nition. The 
whole physical world is made up of the “Five Elements” mixed up 
in different proportions, and wc arc seeing some such combination 
even in what 15 later found to be an error. At that time wften the 
cognition arose, there was the object in the cognition. 

34. The AdimUi (Monistic) school of Vfd&ila expounded by 
Sankara, advocates a theory of error not much different from the 
stand-point of the Buddhists. In this school also, experience 
is erroneous by its very nature. Thus whether we are seeing a 
real piece of silver as sivler or whether we are seeing a piece 
of nacre in bright sun-light as silver, there is an element of error. 
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The experience of silver as silver is also an error But there 
is some real difference also here* in relation to the Buddhistic 
approach r Experience h not an absolute error; the content of 
the experience is neither absolutely true nor absolutely erroneous. 
It is indefinable either as true or as unreal. Thus it is called the 
theory of Animstmiya Tndifinably) Khyali (cognition). There 
cannot he a cognition of what does not exist at all; and yet there 
is not the cognition of the thing as it really is. When a piece of 
nacre in bright sun-light is cognised as silver, there could not have 
Ijccn the cognition ot silver unless there had been silver, and if it 
vverc silver in truth, it could not be sublated by a later knowledge 
[hat it is nacre. Even when we say that we have known a piece of 
silver as silver^ [here is an dement of error in it. Silver is 
not a truth ; it is only an appearance, the truth I>eing 
the Absolute,, the Brahman, Thus our entire experience is in the 
iorm ol what cannot be defined as absolutely true* in so far wlia* 
is absolutely true, the Brahman, cannot be cognised in our 
experience. At tlie same time, our experience is not afirsolutely 
erroneous in so Ihr as what we experience is that Absolute 
in another form* as an empcrical fact, 

35 + We have seen that in many of tlie Vedic schools of 
thought there Is an dement of realism associated with what is 
termed erroneous knowledge. But the uncompromising realism 
is Found in the .\fhnamsa school associated with the name of 
Prabhakarn* While in the various schools of Buddhbm, there is 
no such distinction like truth and error in knowledge, m so far 
as experience as experience is error, in the Mlmamid school 
ol Frubhakara too there cannot be any distinction like truth and 
error in knowing ; but this b for another reason; experience 
b true by its very nature, and there is nothing catted an en-oneous 
cognition, 

3 *i. When in bright sun-light a piece of nacre b experienced 
as a piece of silver, what happens is that the sight of that object 
produces a complex cognition, partly of the nature of a direct 
experience and partly of the nature of a recollection. The 
gnition is of the form "This is silver”. In such a cognition the 
element "This” is of the form of a direct experience and 
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the element “Silver” is or the form of a recollection of what has 
been experienced before* There h no awareness of the 
fact that there Is an element of recollection in this cognition and 
as such the experience is defective ; there is an imperfection in 
the experience. But is there anything that can be accepted as a 
perfec t cognition ? No one is omniscient, and there is an dement 
of imperfection in every case of experience. 

37* The intermixture of experience and recollection in the 
same cognition is also a common fact; as a matter of fact there is 
no event or a pure experience* In all cases of experience, there 
is the element of recollection also. When \vc sec many material 
masses, we get the experience of “Thb is a cow' 3 , “This is a 
horse”, and “This is ajar™. This is due to the presence of the 
element of recollection of cows, horses and jars coming in these 
cases of experience. Unless there is the dement of the recollec¬ 
tion of forms experienced previously, all the perceptions should 
have taken the form “This” and not “This is a cow” etc. 
But in such experiences, there is no awareness of a recollection 
at all. It is known only as a unitary experience. In the same 
way, in the experience **Thb is silver'* when what was in 
front was only a piece of nacre, there is a unitary' knowledge* 
Where b the error? 

38. I have not given the above brief notices of the various 
theories about error as a complete study of the problem. I am 
dealing only with certain general principles* My object is only 
lo show the true distinction between the thoughts in the Vcdic 
schools and the thought in the Euddhbt schools. According to 
the latter, man always errs in hb experience ; according to the 
former* man may err, but man is capable or being right also. As 
a matter of (act, we can speak of a cognition being an error only 
in contrast to the nature of truth associated with other cog¬ 
nitions, An absolutely erroneous knowledge b impossible. A 
cognition can be an error only relatively to other cognitions that 
are accepted as true, Prabhakara represents the true Indian 
spirit, that “man can never err™. Man.may be imperfect in his 
knowing, but cannot in the wrong. This unfailing trust in 
man's abilities is tlie true spirit of India* 


PART II 


THE WORLD : WHAT WHY AND HOW 

chapter VIII 

Tki? Vedas : The Form. 

1 . The Vedas arc essentially poetry and uo( at all works relating 
to any subject in particular. Especially is this the case with 
the fjtgveda and the Alharu&utda. The Yojurrtda relates to the rituals. 
The Sdmaurda is only the ftgpeda set to music, along with a few 
passages which are not different from die Rgctda either in Form 
or in substance. In the Brahmanss and in the Upants ads Y we 
have the interpretations of the rituals and the thoughts of the 
original texts of the Vedas* In the main picture of the Vedas, 
we cannot meet with any real philosophy dealt with \ but we see 
a philosophical back-ground. Neither the poets of the Vedas* 
nor these who described the rituals have worked out a consistent 
philosophy, though they must have been philosophers, though 
they lived in an age of advanced philosophical thoughts and 
deep philosophical speculations. From the available texts or 
the Vedas, we must try to understand the possible philosophy 
of the times ; it h not fair to draw conclusions about the philosophy 
of the rimes from the actual statements of the texts as the basis. 
We must not say that their philosophy is thus much, in so Tar as 
thus much alone is stated in the texts. We must draw conclusion 
from the texts regarding die extent and depth of philosophy* 
from the implications of the texts. 

£* The texts lxilong to a large number of authors who might 
have been separated from one another by vast intervals of time, 
and they might have been distributed along distant regions. 
The poets had, perhaps, the philosophy of an earlier day as the 
back-ground and not necessarily the philosophy of their own 
times. The philosophical doctrines that were known to she 
people as inherited from an earlier date h perhaps the real back* 
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ground for the Vcdic literature* Thus the doctrines found reflect* 
ed in the poetry of ihc Vcdic texts were what were discussed and 
settled in an age that preceded the days of the texts ; it is also 
possible that what we find in the later phases of the Vcdic period, 
in the i?pamsadi 7 were discussions about philosophical doctrines 
of the days of the early Vcdic Texts, represented by the available 
Rgvtda and the Athorvautda. When we speak about the Philosophy 
of the Vedas* wc arc not speaking about ihc philosophy of any 
particular time ■ we are speaking of the philosophy that could 
]>e deduced from the texts known as the Vedas, which formed 
the back-ground of such texts. 

3, Wc must also keep in mind this fact that we are dealing with 
poetry as our source for understanding the philosophy of 
the Vedas. Poetry is not a scientific, systematic treatise on 
any subject. The poet secs something, and they write poetry 
with something deeper in their minds. What they sec actually is 
only a symbol for what they had in their minds. When they 
sing about the Earth and Heaven and about the Region between 
them, when they sing about the various phenomena of water and 
light in these regions, when they' sing about certain powers 
abiding in those regions, generally known as the gods, wc must 
understand that they had so meting beneath and beyond of 
the physical facts that we see and that wc may usually under¬ 
stand by the Language which they employ, 

4* In so far as we do not have any record of the real philosophy 
of the times of the Vedas dealt with systematically, there is 
another great difficulty that we have to surmount. We do 
not know at what point we must make the start, and we do not 
know also the direction along which we must proceed after the 
start. 1 propose to start at the point of die world as wc sec it with 
our eyes, and then I will deal with the question! of the why and 
the how, regarding the world. Whether ihc world has always 
been thcre,whether it evolved out of something, whether it was 
created and if so, by whom—all such matters must receive our 
very dose attention. Wc must also examine the philosophy of the 
Vedas as deduced from the contents of the Vedic texts, also as the 
foundation for the development of the later philosophy of India. 
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We see the world as consisting of the Earth on which we lire 
and also of the space afx>ve us. We can see nothing below of us ; 
while we can sec upwards through the space above the Earth, 
we cannot see downwards through the Earth on which we livc + 
Above us we see the vast firmament separated from the Earth 
by thr expanee of the atmospheric region. The poets or the Vedas 
also must have seen the same phenomenon. But they must also 
have seen something deeper and something beyond which 
we do not, and cannot, see* Hie Earth and the Heaven or the 
Earth and the Sky form a pair sung about frequently by the 
poets, 

5 s They are the Mother (Earth) and the Father (Heaven 
or Sky) for humanity. The Heaven or the Sky as Father is 
found in the mythology of nearly all the nations of the world> 
We have the term Zeus Pater and the term Jupilar, to designate 
this. But to the Vedic Indians, the Mother Earth is also of equal 
importance if not or greater importance. There is no poem 
about She Sky or Heaven taken singly,while there arc poems about 
the Mother Earth alone. There are many poems about the 
Mother and the Father taken together as a pair. The 
most familiar term is Djdcti-Prthh-i (Heaven and Earth), 
Other terms arc Rodas^ Bhuml and AWri ; the last two arc the 
name of the Earth, used to designate both in the dual number. 
They are two halves jonined together. They are also thought 
of as two vessels; they arc abo compared to the two wheels at 
the end of an axle in a chariot. In spite of such comparisons, 
they are the Father and the Mother; Eh is is the most prominent 
idea. 

6 , There is a short poem in which the Earth is praised alone, 
in the ggwda, while in the Atkarmitdn there is a long poem of 
sixty-three verses in which the poet sings about the Mother 
Earth. This shows what partiality die people of that age had for 
die Mother Earth, in relation to the Heaven or the Sky, which is 
the Father. Then there arc many words which the poets use to 
designate the Mother Earth. In the later list of synonym us, 
found in work known as the J^xghuntu^mdUa of Yaska, there 
are twenty one names for the Earth, and VasUtha* one among 
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the greatest of the Vcdic poets* says that when he attained wisdom, 
the God Varuna gave him instruction about the twenty one 
names which the Earth (Aghnjd *—what shall not \>c killed^ 
cow) bore, Flic word AgbrpS means the “cow 11 , and in 
the context it means the Earth ; there arc many words that mean 
both the Earth and the cow. A set of primitive people* wandering 
from place to place in search of pasture, fighting and invading* 
and even plundering* cannot be expected to have such a 
rich vocabulary* and so many names for the Earth. To the 
Vedie people, the world could not have been a wonder the 
Earth was a loving mother* long known to them and loved by 
them for a long time. 

7, The Vcdic people loved the Earth much more than the 
Sky or the Heaven* and the word for the Sky or Heaven* 
DyaiiS) occurs mure often in combination with the name ol the 
Earih as a dual compound than alone. There arc such dual- 
compounds of the word Djaus with a few names of the Earth, 
Djscd-PfUhim, Dyavd-Kiama and Djdzd-Bkumt. And this 
pair appears far more times in the ftgi'tda than any pair of god, 
of whom also there are many, A single word in the dual number 
meaning the pair, occurs about a hundred times in the 

Rgveda. They arc spoken or as parents, many words meaning 
“prnrm 5 '* being applied to them like Pif&rd ^thc two fathers), 
Mdtam (the two mothers) and jfamln (die two producers) ; 
They are also spoken of as having She gods as sons [D&t&-Pufrd )* 
£h But the gods arc also spoken of as having produced the Heaven 
and Earth. Diighatamas, a great poet of the #gvda f says that 
he who poduccd the Heaven and the Earth is the best 

among the gods who do great deeds. Yilmadeva* another great 
poet, also speaks about such a creation of the Heaven and the 
Earth by the gods. Tim shows that when the gods arc spoken 
of as the offspring of the Heaven and the Earth* the gods are 
also spoken of as having had some hand in the production of the 
Heaven and die Earth, 

9. The Heaven and the Earth are also spoken of as being a 
Bui land a Cow, They are rich in seeds and yielded milk and 
ghee and honey in aboundance, They abo produce the nectar. 
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They never age ; they arc wide extensive*, broad, forming great 
abodes. T hey are nanifoEd with their ends far apart From each 
other, Apart frtm the physical aspects indicated by the above 
features, they are endowed with divine qualities, being the lather 
and the mother, They are wbc and they uphold wild promote 
righteousness. They guard the beings and they protect them from 
disgrace and misfortune. They giant food and wealth, Ihey 
bestow great fame and dominion. They sit round she sacrifice, 
they go to the worshippers along with the heavenly folk, i hey 
cany the oblations to the gods, 

10. The Heaven arid the Earth arc what we see with our own 
eyes; the Heaven is above and the Earth is below, where we are. 
The Earth is what is around us 3 circular an shape, resembling a 
w heel. The Four cardinal points are indicated by terms that 
mean what is behind (West)* what is in front (East), what is 
downward (South) and what is upward (North). There b often 
the mention of the four points, and there is also mention of the 
five points. Later literature of the Vedic texts mention slx T and 
the Rgrtdti itself speaks of even seven such points, 1 he fifth may 
be what is above or the place where the speaker stands, and the 
two more must be above and below. I am not quite sure which 
is which ; but the seven points must be the four cardinal points* 
above, below' and the place where the speaker stands. 

11. The Heaven is Uta, a word that is related to the word Dm 

meaning “god";it has its counterpart in Greek and in Latin with 
the same meaning. We have Zeuz Pater and Juphar; we have 
abo Dcus from which we have words like Divine, It is only In 
the Iranian language that the word has changed hs meaning, 
and in the Dtifra means “demon . 1 hb meaning 

continues even in modem Persian In Dm (Devil), I here arc 
other words also that mean “heaven 71 in the \ eda, w \dhi is 
a word that is found very often, and its meaning is quite uncertain. 
Later commentators interpret the word as being a combination 
of the two negatives JVtf and A r with the word Vo, ijiapphess), 
the whole combination meaning what b not other than happi¬ 
ness. Hut this is not scientific etymology. There is another w ord 
Vjtomon, which is divided in ftw Veda itself as Vi-omm ; the latter 
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part means “help” or ^protection” in the Veda H Heaven is also 
spoken of as Eoedna (luminous), Uttema or Uitara (highest). 
It b also designated as Ptirya and Parana (supreme, farthest)* 

12. From these references it is certain that the Vedlc poets had 
the physical Heaven and Earth that wc also sec, in their mind 
when they sang of the two, as a pair or even singly. Poems arc 
not addressed to the Heaven singly, though the Heaven is 
mentioned alone in many places, sometimes as the abode of the 
gods. Hut did they have only the physical Heaven and Earth 
in their mind when they sang about the Heaven and Earth nr 
when they made mention of them in casual allusions ? To 
determine this point, we must examine their conception of the 
physical world as seen by us, more closely, 

13. The world is not merely what is encompassed by the 
Heaven and the Earth,one above and the other below, two “Bowls” 
two wheels, kept asunder, far removed from each other, and yet 
forming an inseparable pair like Father and Mother. They sing 
about three worlds, there being the Atmospheric region between 
the Heaven and the Earth, It is called the Antmikya {what is in 
the middle). There is no poem in praise of the Atmospheric 
region, either alone or in combination with others. The atmos¬ 
phere is only space and not an object of worship. It b only the 
abode of some gods, the place where there are waters. The 
word Rajas is used to express this region, and sometimes it is said 
that the Rajas is dark. I am not sure whether in such cases, the 
word is used in the specific meaning of Atmospheric region or 
whether it is used only in the generic sense of “region 1 *. Words 
denoting the Earth or Heaven are also used sometimes in the 
sense of “World” in general. Thus there b mention of the “Three 
Encana" (the luminous region, the Heaven), There b also 
mention of the Earthly Rajas m plural. They speak of the ihrce 
/inter ikfOSt and the three Rojas and the three Ex ana in the 
same place. In another place, there is mention of three 

three Djans, and three Rajas. These words may mean speci¬ 
fic regions or simply region in general* Or it may be that they 
mean a three-fold division of each of the three. There b also 
mention of die Farthest Rajas (in plural) that are not beyond of 
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Indra; there 15 also the highest Rajas - in the singular) ; it is also 
called the third Raja* (in the singular !. 

1 4 - They speak about die distance between the Earth and the 
Heaven, Heaven, which must be what is meant by the abode of 
the god Ffcmr, is so far away that even the birds cannot soar up 
to it. It takes a thousand days for a bird to reach die Heaven 
when it flies from the Earth, The later commentaries on the 
original texts speak of [he distance in the same terms of a thousand 
days journey for a bird or in terms of a thousand cows standing 
each above the other. 

l 5 + TTic impression may be that the poets had the physical 
world in their mind when they describe the diree regions in this 
way s the Earth being below and die Atmospheric region being above 
it, with the Heaven as the highest. It may be that each of them 
had further subdivisions into three. But there arc ideas found 
scattered in the Vedas that show that die poets must have had 
something deeper in their minds, and not merely the world 
with its three divisions within our view. They speak of the two 
divisions of the Earthly regions, and the third or the highest 
being the abode of Vi?riu. Men can see the region of the two 
strides of Visnu* while none can view the third. The 
highest abode of Yisny is known only to the wise poets. There is 
“the w onderful world”. The Sun-god Savitar comes through the 
'■dark regions”, has domain over the "dark region” and reaches 
the "heaven” through the "dark regions”. 

i£h Many other gods are associated with regions that are be¬ 
yond die view of ordinary men. "There are three heavens of which 
two are in the lap of the Sun-god Sauitar, while die third is in 
the region of Yama*\ The w hole world h a fourth part of the 
great “Universal Person”, while die three odier fourths are 
"immortal and in heaven.” There are questions asked about the 
abode of the Asians. "Concealed Names" and #4 Concea 3 ed 
Places*" are frequently found mentioned in the JRgwda, They are 
the names and the phot's of the gods. 

17- The "Names” here cannot be dissociated from tlic views 
which they express ahum language.” Language can he divided 
into four quarters, and It is only the wise poets that have known 
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iL Three quarters of it remain concealed in the cave* and only 
a fourth part is in use among men.” The mystery of language is 
thus mentioned by Diighatamas, Brhaspnti ako sings about the 
mystery surrounding language* 44 One may look,, but one cannot 
see the language: one may listen, but one cannot hear 
it. But she rewals her full form to this person, like a loving 
wife with charming robes, 31 Dlrgha lamas has much to say about 
the wonders of language and of poetry, about metres and moth - 
of singing. Various mysterious positions and objects are associat¬ 
ed with the various metres* “He has fixed the Sindhv ( river) 
in the heaven through the jBgati metre \ he saw the Sun in the 
Ralhmima song 1 '. There arc various mysteries associated 
with numbers. The seven language forms and the seven rivers 
arc very often spoken of In the poetry of the Vedas \ it may be 
referred to as the seven names or the seven sounds or the seven 
tongues or the seven mouths. Sl Therr are four horns, three feet 
for this, two heads* seven hands for this ; the bull tied on in a 
threefold way, roars and roars. The great god entered the 
mortals, 11 * Dlrghatamas has much to say about the Sun and 
about the time and the divisions of time* and in this presentation 
he uses various numbers like five and seven and twelve. “They 
yoke seven horses to a chariot having one wheel ; the horse is one, 
bearing seven names. The wheel has three navels, in which all 
this world has been remaining. 13 “The chariot has seven wheels.' 3, 
<t Thc seven sbters sing in Laudation, in which remain concealed 
the seven names of the cow,” “It has twelve spokes; indeed it 
is not subject to decay; this wheel of Law goes round and round 
the heaven.” ‘"Here there stand seven hundred and twenty sons* 
in pair?*” “The lather has five feet* with twelve forms. 11 “He is 
spoken of as placed in the high (chariot) with seven wheels and 
with six spokes.” “In the wheel with live spokes that is rolling* 
the entire world has been remaining.” The Vcdic poetry abounds 
in numbers that have a very mysterious and symbolic meanings ; 
we cannot understand the real meaning, since we have lost the 
key to open up the mysterious chamber. 

i8. People live an active Life on earth. They worship the gods. 
There is the Law in the world, what is termed Rla. The great 
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warrior, god Indra, hills the dragon Yrtra as a result of the worship 
of men on earth, and thus he lets **thc seven rivers” flow 
freely. He also kills another demon, Vala and he releases 
the cow's that are concealed behind, the niountains in the 
caves. In the fight against Vrtm, Indra was assisted by the gods 
named the Mara ts, and in the fight against Vala and in recovering 
the cows concealed behind the mountains, he had the assistance of 
Brbaspati. The Maruts arc intimately associated with Soma, 
aivd Brhaspati is related in the same way to songs, and there are 
many words relating to songs that arc used in his descriptions. 
Both the Marais and Brhaspari are more closely related to Indra 
than any other god* and of them the Maruts are related to him 
through Soma and Brhaspati through song, 

IQ. Tile Mary ts were first mortals who later became gods eligible 
to receive Soma at the Sacrifices, and they formed the most Impor¬ 
tant gods in the matter of Soma offering. They got their share 
of the Soma at the Sacrifices in advance of others, and this pre* 
ccdencc in the matter of drinking the Soma at the Sacrifices has 
become practically a synonym for “Honour” or “Eminence”. 
The Maruts became inhabitants of the Atmospheric region* 
Brhaspati must have been a mortal too and he remained a god 
on Earth, He is more like the god Fine, being called the “Ele¬ 
vated Preceptor” (Pstwhita). Like the Fire, he remains among 
men, though a god* Insprite of his abode on the Earth and in 
spite o± his relation to Indra and to the Fire, what is peculiar 
to him Li his relation to song* to language ; and the terms like 
“having seven mouths” or “having seven tongues” refer to him. 
This distinction between a Soma group and Song group among 
the gods is very plain in the Vedas* I prefer to designate the latter 
as the “Wisdom group” of gods. 

20. The Soma group Is more related to the Atmospheric 
region and the Wisdom group is more related to the Celestial 
region. The gods of the Atmospheric region arc,to mention only 
the more important, Indra, Matariivan, Eudra, Mamt-S Parjanya 
and Waters {Afwh}, In the Celestial region, there ate Dyaus 
(Heaven), Varuna, Mitra, the sun-gods of Surya and Savitar, 
Vijrpj, U^as(Dawn)and the Aivins{tfre twin gods). Some of them 
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like Visny and the! two Sun-gods* arc not invoked to t lie sacrifices 
to drink the Soma ; Aivim are fond of Alwttm or the "'Sweet 
Honey” and there is also reference to “the Honey Wisdom” 
in the Rgntda* The Waters mentioned among the gods ol the 
Atmospheric region cannot be the waters that we have ; if they 
had been so, they should lave found a place on the Earth* and the 
Rivers find a place among the gods of the Terrestrial regions. 
It may be said that the Waters arc assigned their place in the 
region in so far as the rains come from that region- 
My point is that the Waters of the Rgvtda do not correspond to llie 
waters on the physical earth. Hero we must take note of the ktet 
that Indra kills the demon Vrtra and releases the Watery the 
“Seven Rivers™, while after killing Vala* he releases the light. 
Thus* we get two series : 

t* indra, the demon Vrtra, the Manila associated with 
Soma and the Waters released. 

2 a India, the domon Vnla \ Brhaspati (associated with 
songs) and the Light released, 

I am inclined to equate this division of the world with the “Five 
Elements™ of a latter stage in the development of philosophy in 
India* the Elements being the Earth, the Water* the Fire* the Air 
and the Ether [j-fto/aJ. The close relation of the first three of the 
Five Elements with the three worlds of the Veda* cannot escape 
the attention of even the most casual reader of the Vedas, "ihc 
references to Sound, to language and to songs and the mysteries 
related to them* may be equated with the fifth Element* Akdfa 3 
(Ether) which* according to the later philosophy* is connected 
with sound. There arc prayers to Vayu and Vata, both meaning 
“Air”. One may be temp Led to connect this Vayu or Vata with 
ihe fourth clement* But these gods arc placed in the Atmospheric 
region, and there is nothing to show that their seat is deeper 
‘than the seat of “Light” or the third of the Five Elements. The 
other gods that may be given some close connection with the 
notion of" Air' 1 are the Maruts* their father Rudra* and Matari£- 
van* all of them belonging to the Atmospheric region* 

21. I am not at this stage in a position to work out a complete 
iheory of the possibility of the conception of Lhc “Five Elements” 
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being traced back to the cosmology of the Vedas ; yet I cannot 
help taking note of the close relation, of the three worlds of tJie 
carLfij the Atmosphere (with Waters) and the Celestial region 
(with its Light) with the first three Elements. I cannot also shut 
niy eyes to the dose relation of the mysterious regions connected 
wtih the “place of the gods” and of the “names" to, and its 
possible identity with, the Ether {Akdlo) having sound as its 
essential attribute according to later philosophy. There can be 
no doubt regarding the relation of the Light in the third region 
with “colour” as the attribute of Fire, the third dement 
among die “Five Elements”. I am not able to find in the Vedas 
any equivalent to “Smell 5 which is the attribute of the first ele¬ 
ment, the Earth, The position of the fourth dement is not at all 
dear, and so I do not take up the question of its attribute of 
“Touch 11 , 

22. Taste, the sweet taste, plays a very prominent part in the 
Veda, and it is associated with wisdom* According to classical 
philosophy, it is the attribute of water, and water is in the second 
region, the Atmosphere, I had already said that wisdom must be 
related to the tliird region, in the ftgeeda* Just as the realisation 
of the Waters in the second region is effected through Tajtia or 
Sacrifice in the first region, the Earth, similarly the Light in the 
third region is to be realised through the essence or sweetness in 
the second region. 1 must confess that the position is not all at 
clear* I am dealing with poetry and I have to draw" conclusions 
about philosophy which formed the back-ground of that philo¬ 
sophy. That is my difficulty, I led sure about the position of at 
least four out of the “Five Elements” in the Rgvtrfk thought, the 
fourth being rather dubious. 

23. We must also recognise, in this connection, the fact that 
many of the phenomena found on the earth arc spoken of in very 
dear terms, as having originated m the higher regions, Especially 
is this the case with the Soma and the Fire. There is some 
region behind and beyond from which what wt see around us 
arise : this is dear in the thoughts of the Vedlc poets. The world 
is spoken of as consisting of the Earth and the Heaven above, 
the (Djdsa-piihm), Then there is a three-fold division of the 


120 


INDIAN PHILOSO J'l tY 


world combing of the Earth, the Atmosphere and the Heaven. 
There is frequent mention of the concealed position oi the gods, the 
secret names, the cave, the place which only the wise can see, 
and the dark regions* They all refer to whai is beyond of the 
earthly region known to men. The poets had the visible world in 
their eyes when they spoke of the world In such a vvay ; but in 
their heart, they must have had something more than this, 
something deeper than this, when they sang about the visible 
worlds. Ultimately there is the division of the world into aspects 
that are within the cognition of men and aspects that are deeper 
than what men can normally understand. 

24. Many of the terms used in die Vedas have no meaning 
and no relcventy to the context unless wc assume that what the 
potis had in their hearts when they sang of tlie nature of the 
world had relation with deeper and finer aspects of the ultimate 
realily of the world, and noL merely with what is seen with the 
physical eyes. Terms like “dark” and “cave 1 * and “what the wise 
see** do not relate to the visible world divided into the earth, the 
atmosphere and the heavenly region, 

25+ Apart from a two-fold division of the visible world into the 
Heaven and the Earth and also into the three-fold division of the 
Earth, the Atmosphere and the Heaven, there are other divisions 
also found referred to in the poetry or the Vedas. Thus, when 
one poet prays for permanence in the region w ith light and free¬ 
dom and joy, they speak of it as the Threshold of the heaven, 
as consisting of three vaults of the heaven (JY 3 ofca), of three heavens. 
In some places this vault of the heaven is spoken of as distinct 
from the three regions of the earth, the atmosphere and heaven, 
forming a fourth division. There is mention of three earths, 
three atmospheres and three heavens. Perhaps here, what is meant 
is only the three-fold division into earth, atmosphere and heaven, 
the terms being used only in a generic w^y and not in their specific 
seme, 

26. In later Indian thought we have the conception of seven 
regions. This is clear in the t ?panuads + There is mention of the 
three regions of Bhuh (Earth Bhumr (region above) and Swar 
(the highest region), along with seven regions, four more being 
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added above the three worlds mentioned here. The three may 
be equated with the three regions of the Rgwdti * 1 he highest in 

this seven-fold division is called the S&{v& (Absolute Truth}* 

27* Do die Upanisads indicate an advance on the thoughts of 
the jRgzwfa or do they show only greater details than what could be 
found in the poetry of the figvtda ? This is a problem on which no 
final solution is possible with the materials that arc available and 
that arc too scanty for the purpose. One thing is certain and 
that is that the poerty of the Rgucda had as back-ground some 
thoughts about the nature of the world which included aspects that 
are beyond and beneath of what is within the view of men. 
There is a gradation of the world into finer and finer aspects. 
The gross world in which we live and which tomes within our 
experience and our awareness has evolved from the finer aspects 
of the world. There h a changing and a changeless, a mortal 
and an immortal part in this wrold. The changing, mortal part 
is small in comparison wish the changeless and immortal part of 
the world* Man can expand the scope of his vision and his 
knowledge and man can in this way enable himself to see aspects 
of the w r orld concealed from the view of the ordinary men* 1 lie 
gods and the Law {Rta) are within such deeper positions in the 
world, and few men see those sides of the world. The relation 
between the visible part of the world and the concealed parts can 
be expressed in terms indicating the divisions of the world into 
the Earth below and the regions above i t. This is what the poets 
have tried to do in the ftgmdk poetry, 

28. Before I dose this chapter, I must make one point clear. 
The philosophical development at a later stage in India can be 
traced to the Vedic thoughts, with the “Five Elements” forming 
the basis of the world. What we see b the grossest of them, 
namely* the Earth. There are finer and finer aspects of this 
world represented by the other four elements of Water, Fire, 
Air and Ether. This is an evolution of the Vedic thought found 
in its cosmology of the world being divided into the Earth, the 
Atmosphere and the Heaven ; these arc the first three of the five 
dements. The full theory' is developed in the Upanitad** I here 
are traces of the fifth element of Ether, found tn the 
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poetry-. The position or the fourth clement of Air is rather 
uncertain. 

2g. Certain other aspects of the development of thought in 
India at a later period have no basis in rbe Vedas, Thus, though 
In the Y edas. the Earth is thought of as a circle, being spoken of 
as circular {Parimandaia} and being compared to a wheel, there is 
no evidence in the Y cdas for die later theory of the world con¬ 
sisting of seven concentric circles of land and water coming one 
a Tier die oilier in succession. There is mention of die oceans on 
all sides, in the Rgoeda. But dtere is no mention of land beyond 
this ocean ividi further oceans and lands, 

30, In the same way, there is no basis in die Vedas for the 
theory ofthe worlds below the earth, that has become prominent 
in the latter-day cosmology of Indian literature. There is no evi¬ 
dence for the belief as current in the Vedic times of the Sun having 
gone to a region below the earth and coming back from below the 
earth. There is also no mention of "Hell” in the ftgvtda, and even 
when the conception of a “Hell” has come into Indian thought, 
it is not specifically spoken of as being below the earth. There Is 
absolutely no trace of a conception of seven wortds below the earth, 
corresponding to the seven above Including the earth. Such 
a cosmology of a later day in India with seven worlds below or 
with seven lands and seven oceans in circles, cannot be traced 
to the Vedas, and this has no philosophical significance cither, 

31- The doctrine of the Five Elements was accepted as a 
foundation for the evolution of the world and of man, in all sys¬ 
tems of thought in India; diis is not merely in the philosophical 
systems. In the medical science also, this is a cardinal doctrine. 

1 he material content of the world consists of the Five Elements, 
and man's body also consists of the five Elements. The ailments 
of man’s body arc traced to the deficiency and disorder in three 
constituents designated J«ia(Airj, Pifta (Bile) and Kaptm{ Phlegm J. 
The original words in Sanskrit and their translation in English 
contain ordinary terms used in a technical sense and they should 
not be taken in their normal meaning hi the languages. They 
refer to Uwee out or the Five Elements, namely, Air,' Fire 3{1 d 
Water respectively. 
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32. In all systems of philosophy* the five sense-organs are re* 
lated to the Five Elements. There may be minor differences in the 
various systems of philosophy on thb point ; but the main doctrine 
is common among all of them. Death results in a decomposition 
of the lxsdy into the five elements, and one of the synonyms 
for “death”is 11 to become five-fold” (Faftcatfm gamma). 

33. The doctrine of the Elements const i luring the world deve¬ 
loped in Greece* and it continued to modem times in the Western 
systems of thought, Aristotle mentions the Four Elements of 
Earth* Water, Air and Fire being the constituents of the world, 
and later science has recognised an all-pervasive fiuid called 
Ether* in which certain phenomena ofc physics take place. I 
do not propose to enter into the problem of relative chronology 
or of mutual borrowing or adaptation. Indian thoughts relat¬ 
ing to this point goes back to an age far earlier than when the 
Greek civilization started* I do not desire to say anything more. 



chapter IX 

The Vedas : THE FORMATION 


i + In the last chapter it has been shown that the thinkers of the 
Vedic times drew a distinction between a“Here” and a “There”. 
In later Yedic literature and in the literature relating to Vedic 
exegesis, and also in die religious and philosophical literature 
of the classical period,the two terms for such a distinction became 
very popular, having a specific connotation, ^This” and 
l - That”, and “Here'* and “There 1 * mean this earth and that world 
beyond, the experience on earth and the experience after death* 
The Sanskrit terms are Ay am and Atau (this and that), Ihi and 
Amutra (here and there }, and Aihiktt and Amupnika (what relate? 
to this world and what relates to the world beyond). 

2. What is connoted by “This” and “Here” is a definite object, 
namely, this earth and the life on earth. But there is no such 
definite connotation for the other terms ‘Thai” and “There”. 
There are subdivisions for thb world l>eyond. It may be Earth 
and Heaven or Earth and Atmospheric region and Heaven. 
It may also be further worlds that are the concealed seats of gods, 
the place of concealed names, the place seen by the wise people, 
the dark region, the cave. By its very nature, the “That” and the 
“There” cannot have such a definite connotation as “This” and 
“Here”* Tlie former indicates what is beyond the normal 
experience of man while the latter is what is within the experience 
of men. Language can clearly express only such things that come 
wit! du the experience of man, tilings about which there is the 
convention regarding the word and its meaning. The latter has 
to be expressed through symbols, through similarity with what 
arc experienced normally by men. Thus gods and the various 
phenomena or t lie regions beyond the normal experience of man 
are expressed in terms of man and what man experiences as 
phenomena of nature, like the Sun and the dawn and she clouds 
and the rain and the storms* and day and night. The physical 
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Form; and the feelings and the accompaniments of the gods ;is well 
as their costumes and weapons and vehicles., are represented in 
terms of man's experiences. Such limitations necessarily create 
an amount of indefiniieness also in the presentations. We must 
try to Interpret what we have been told, with the material aval la* 
able, taking note or the back-ground also of such a pn M utation 
which we have at our command, 

3, The intellectual freedom enjoyed by the people and ihe 
courage and devotion to truth of the thinkers art-other factors 
that bring about an amount of differentiation in the presentation 
of such facts relating to the other world. The people were physi¬ 
cally strong and brave, proud of their freedom, and this nauorta 1 
trail is seen in the intellectual qualities of the thinkers also. 
They questioned, they discussed and they arrived at conclusions. 
They tolerated the rights of people to doubt and to ask questions 
and they questioned the gods also. Thu?, a great poet Grtsamada 
refers to questions asked about Jndru “Where is he” and also 
refers to denials about the existence of a god like lndm, "They 
say that he does not exist,” and in the end he asserts that one has 
to take note of him. Another great poet Vasi^tha says that he 
was suffering because of the wrath of the God Yanrna, as people 
tell him, and he asks Vanina openly whai Ids offence could be. 
Under such a situation we cannot expect any pre-ordained pat¬ 
terns of thought in ancient India regarding the other world- 
The thinkers were searching for the truth about that other w orld 
which is beyond the normal experience of man and were trying 
to ascertain what the relation of that world could l)c to the 
world of experience. Such views do not arise in a vacuum; 
the environment^ the general outlooks on the problems of life 
and other factors have a great influence on the formation of 
philosophical views among a nation, and we must try to under¬ 
stand the evolution of philosophical doctrines with the proper 
back-ground, 

| L One of the views about the world that is common among 
all thinkers and that has persisted through the ages, is that 
there is an order, that then' is a law operating, in the world* It 
b not a dead course of changes and movements in the world ; 
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there Is an Intelligence behind the course of events in the world, 
Human society was at that time organised on some basis of a 
definite order, and human activities were aLsjo regularised accord¬ 
ing to a law. In such an evironment no thinkers develop a theory 
of a dead system or change and movement in the world, dewold 
of a design and a purpose. When they think of the world of 
experience, they also think of the activities of man in this wcll- 
organised system of life. When the question arises in them 
“Who made this world" and "With what did he make this world", 
they think or the art of a chariot-maker, how he makes a beauti¬ 
ful chariot from limber. Jt is not merely a question of an order 
and a design and a purpose, k is also a question of art and beauty 
in the activities of man In a properly planned society. A poet 
named Kavaya Ailusa asks the question* about the All gods 
(Visvc Devas), “Which was that wood, what was that timber, 
out of which they fashioned the Heaven and the Earth The 
same passage Is found in another poem also, that Is assigned to 
VHvakarman (The maker of all} and the poem b also mentioned 
as being about the same. The abounds in such questions 

about various points. 

5, Another point that is common among all the thinkers and 
that has consistently persisted throughout the development of 
philosophy in India is that the world has evolved from within, 
that it is a course of change of what is real, a change from one 
state into another of what always exists as a positive entity* 
that there is no “Creator" for the world who made the positive 
world from a void and who con trolls the entire course of its 
coming into being and its further changes. There is a positive 
material from which the positive world hits come into being. 
There is also a design and a purpose, which are necessary 
dements in an orderly process following a law, and this suggests 
also the presence c>r an intelligence behind the process. But that 
intelligence b not something outside the world, something above 
the world. It is a pan of the world. The intelligence h the 
presence, the law is its manifestation. Thus, there Is no inconsis¬ 
tency between the Intelligent agent and evolution from within, 
regarding the development and the changes and movements in 
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the world. The gods had their part in the formation of the 
world ; but they did not create or make the world. There was no 
freek in thdr agency so far as the formation of the world is 
concerned. The position is that the Jaw functioned through the 
presence of the gods, but was not subject to any whim or the gods* 
The gods could he gods only when they helped in the operation 
of the law, and they would have ceased to be gods tf they deflected 
or can deflect the course of the law through slirir power. 

6 + The R*vtdk poets were trying to expr< >h the relation of the 
pods 10 the formation of the world in term* that come within 
the experience of man. The world is sometimes thought of and 
presented as a great architectural art. There must be measure¬ 
ments* and there must be instruments for such measurements. 
One of the most familiar ideas in the Rgrida about the God Visnu 
is that he measured out the three w orlds with his three steps. 
Measuring special dimensions with the feet w as a normal practice, 
and the greatness of Visnu is indicated by his ability to measure 
out the whole world wiih three stepr. Indra has also measured 
the six wide regions or earths. He measured out the vast ness 
of the earth and the immensity of the heavenly region,, There 
arc many places where India is spoken of as baring made firm 
the. earthly and the heavenly regions* The mountains had wings 
and they were soaring over the earth, and Indra cot the wings 
and made the mountains firm on the surface of the earth. Indra 
is spoken of as haring made use of measuring instruments. 
Varuria is spoken of as having measured the earth, making use 
or the Sun-god as the instrument. Such a measuring process 
is compared to the process in building a house. Such a function 
in relation to the formations of the world is attributed to s-arious 
gods like Agni (Fire) and Mamts* The material used for the 
construction of a house, namely, timber, and many parts of a 
house art frequently mentioned in connection with die descrip¬ 
tion of the formation of the world through the agency of the gods. 
The sky is supported without a rah. The Sun-god made the sky 
firm without any support and he had mechanical devises (Ymtrn ) 
for making the earth steady. The poets wonder why such a 
house docs not collapse. There are references to the foundations 
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and to the doors. The whole world 15 conceived of as a house 
of architectural beauty* with a design and a purpose. 

7. The idea foremost in the mind of the poets of the Jftgwdk 

age when they tried iq describe the formation of the world h 
that of building a large house* which requires the skill of a great 
architect. A primitive people new to the place cannot have 
developed such ideas. We cannot say that the people lived only 
in very simple habitations, in mud-houses. The Alharvaveda 
speaks of villages and cities, Varuna is mentioned in the ffgirda 
as living in a vast palace with a thousand pillars. We cannot 
have a clear notion nf the philosophy of the unless we asso¬ 

ciate it with a very advanced civilization, unless we assume that 
the people had been living a highly civilized life, enjoying 
material comforts in large houses and in vast cities. The world 
to them was a big city with immense buildings in it, 

8 . Although the various gods were given some function with 
reference to the formation of the world* there arc a few gods who 
must be specially taken note of in this connection. Tvastar is a 
god who had a special part in giving a shape and a form tp the 
world* The word itself means a builder or an architect. It would 
be more appropriate to call him an artisan than an architect. 
His activities have been more in the created world than in the 
formation of the world. He appears very prominently in the 
poems of the (tgztda ? though there is no poem in praise of him. 
He is just like Vivas vat, very promiment in the Vedie poetry 
though not a god worshipped through any song in the available 
text of the figrafe. The only indication* perhaps* of his divine 
nature is the reference to his yoking the steeds to his chariot 
and shining brightly. Practically alt the references are to his 
hands, and that shows his profession of being an artisan. He is 
a very skilled artisan shaping various wonderful objects in the 
world; he made the w r eapon of India ? the Ta/m, and he sharpened 
the axe of the god Brhaspati. There is a very mysterious feat 
spoken of hint ; he made a cup which contained the food of the 
gods* It h also said that the gods called the JJLbhus (three 
brothers) divided it into four, which is the most wonderful 
accomplishment of these gods. 
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9 + It was Tvastar that gave a form to the world; he developed 
the germ in the womb* He shaped all forms* both of the men 
and of the beasts. He is associated with generating off-springs* 
and he also nourishes a variety of creatures. His daughter named 
Saranyu is the wife of Yivasvat and the mother of Yama ; as 
such he is the ancestor of the human race. He generated the 
Fire, He was bom prior to all. 

to. While Tvastar is more an artisan than an architect * there 
is another god who is the real architect in the matter of the forma¬ 
tion of the world. He is called the ViSvakamian, the maker of 
alL The word docs not occur many times in the ftgwda. But 
there are two poems about him in the available text of the 
figrida. The poet is also given out as Viiv^kaman. This is one of 
such enigmatic pieces found in the ^gueda^ where we arc not 
certain about the real author of the poem. The two poems 
describe the process of the formation of the world with Vi£vakar- 
man as the active agent in giving the form to the world. He is 
a poet* he is an invoker of the gods, he is the father. He made 
an offering of the whole world. 

ir* There is the question which his atjode could have been 
when he created the world. He has eyes all around, he has his 
face turned in all directions, his hands stretch in all directions, 
his legs expand in al] directions. He, the one god, created 
the Heaven and the Earth, and in so doing he blew out with both 
his arms, with wings* What could have been the wood and the 
timber when he constructed the Heaven and the Earth ? Wise 
people can ask this question in their mind, what abode he had 
when he supported the created worlds. What were his highest 
abodes, what his intermediate abodes and what his lowest ? 
VUvafcaxman is asked to give ins true lion about oblations and 
also to perform the sacrifice himself with his own body. 
Vi£vakarman expands through oblations, and he is 
asked to perform a scacrifice with the Heaven and the 
Earth. All the ordinary mortals around remain ignorant and 
confused on this point, and only Indra can be the wise person 
for us s the mortals, on this point. This is what in general is said 
about Vi^vakarman, in the first poem. 


INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 


*30 

13, In the second poem there is mentioned his various great 
qualities of intellect, being the creator and the author of ihc 
diversifications in the world, one who sees all, one who knows all 
the worlds, bearing the one name of the gods- All the people 
approach him with questions* There is a reference to others 
talking about the seven poets as one. There is mentioned 
the ancient poets who were singing songs. The waters are spoken 
of as bearing the first “Law 11 * where all the gods had the vision. 
The entire world remained established there* In Visvakarinan 
we see a pcrsonficadon of the active Power in the mallet or the 
formation of the world. 

tg- There is another poem in the $gwda where there is some 
clear information regarding the formation on the world. This 
poem is attributed to Hiranyagarbha (the Golden Womb) as the 
author according to the traditions preserved in later works relat¬ 
ing to Vcdic exegesis, But the poem begins with a glorification of 
this very Hiranyagarbha* as the one who existed in the beginning 
at the head of alb the one lord of alJ that have come into existe¬ 
nce. The Deity or subject-matter of the poem is given as Ka, 
which really means "Who? T \ The poem contains ten verses, and 
in the first nine of them there is a refrain at the end* tL To which 
god may we make offerings? *' In the body of the verses* 
certain functions and certain great attributes are mentioned* 
and in the end there is the question as refrain in all the passages 
except the last veree. He L> described as supporting the Heaven 
and the Earth, as the giver of the soul and of the strength, 
as one whose commands the gods adore* whose 
shadow both immortality and death arc* as the king of all that 
breathe and that keep their eyes open, os the overlord of the 
bipeds and the quadrupeds, as the one to whom belong the snow- 
clad mountain and the oceans and the cardinal poi nts. He made 
the Heaven and the Earth firm* he established the heaven and 
the vault of Lhc heaven, he measured out the space in the atmos¬ 
pheric regions. The Heaven and the Earth look upon him, vi¬ 
brating in their mind, when they were established firm through 
his help. The whole of the immense waters went to him, bearing 
pregnancy, creating the Fire* The life of the gods was produced 
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From him* He viewed the waters in his greatness, when 1 he 
waters bore dexterity, when they produced the Sacrifice. He 
was the one god above all the gods. In this poem 3 it is more his 
overlordship that is prominently seen and not his part in the for¬ 
mation of the world ; but the latter aspect too b there. 

14. The poem begins with the mention of Hiranyagarbha 
(Golden-womb)as the theme of the poem, as the great Power be¬ 
hind the world during and after its Formation. In the closing 
verse, there is an address to the same Power as Prajap.ali a the 
* + Lord of people/* Both the terms have become synonyms of the 
M Creator 1 * in later Sanskrit and in later mythological literature 
in India* Frajapatis arc also a class of superior persons who had 
been the ancestors of humanity, according to the same later 
mythologies* Unlike the term Tvastar ? which occui's many times 
in the ftgwda (and he also plays a very prominent part in the 
mythology of the Rgvcdajthe terms Hiranyagarbha and Pmjapati 
occur very nardy, and this poem is the only place where the former 
term is found* and the latter term in this special meaning; m the 
few other cases of its cccurance, ft means only the “lord of the 
people” as the epithet of some godi. In this poem also, we find 
a personification of the Creative Power of the world. 

15. While Tva^tar and ViSvakarman and Hirunyagarbha- 
Prajapati arc active agents in the formation of the world* there 
U the description of the "Supreme Person 1 ' as the source of ihe 
world that was formed and also as the agent in such a formation* 
In the case of the former group* there is no indication that they 
formed the ultimate material out of which the world grew up. 
They are only the active agents and the material is outside of them. 
In the “Supreme Person”, we see a combination of the material 
and the agent. The description appears in a poem of sixteen 
verses. The author is given as Narayana for this poem, and the 
theme or the deity is Furu^a, the (Supreme) Person. 

1 6v In the first three verses, there is a glorification of the Person 
as having a thousand heads, a thousand eyes and a thousand 
feet. He encompasses the whole world and stands out ten fingers 
beyond that. This all is the Person, whatever had been and what¬ 
ever will be, He lords over immortality. Such is his greatness* 
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and die Person is greater than that : the whole world is Just a 
quarter of His, and the three quarters of His, the immortal* is in 
the Heavers. The numbers and the measurements here indicate 
only immensity. Here there is a contrast between she world 
and the heaven. Heaven, here, is not the division of the world; 
it is what is beyond the moving and changing world. Mortality 
and immortality refer to the changing and Lhc moving part 
and the changeless, unntaviag pari of the entire universe, 'l hc 
Person is not an agent in the world ; he h the entire universe 
himself. This is indicated in the fourth verse, where it is said 
that the three quarters rise upwards and the one quarter is here. 
Then there is an nibround traversing. 

17* It b here that what is termed Vi rat, what manifests as 
diverse, arose. The Person was produced out of tins diversifi¬ 
cation. Certainly this second “Person” is not the original 
Supreme, but a personified event comprising the manifolded 
world. This Person, being born, surpassed the world both before 
and behind. The gods took hold of this Person as an oblation 
and performed a Sacrifice. In this Sacrifice, the Spring Season 
became the CVire (cooked butter), the Summer Season became 
die fuel, and die Autumn became the Obi at ion. The demi-gods 
{Sddhyas} and the Poet-sages (J£ri'j) also took part in ihis 
Sacrifice, that person licing the material. 

18. It was from such a Sacrifice that all the beings in the atr, 
in the woods and in the villages, were born. The Vedas arose 
out of this Sacrifice. The various animals like the horses and 
the cow^s and the goats and sheep were also produced in this 
Sacrifice. Such is the description of the process of manifolding 
in this uniform, ultimate reality and also the process of the creation 
of animals. The entire process is spoken of as a Sacrifice, 

ig. Here follows a question about this Person that was trans¬ 
formed into the material at the Sacrifice by the gods, and the reply 
h given that the wise people were his face, the warriors were 
his arms and die thigh* became the people at large ; out 
of his feet were produced the manual labourers. The moon was 
bom out of his mind and the Sun from his two eyes. Indra and 
the Tire were bom from his face and the air was produced from 
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his breath. The atmosphere was produced from his navel and 
the heaven from his head. The earth was produced from his two 
feet and the cardinal points, or rather the space, came out of his 
ears. The whole world wai produced in this way. This is what 
happened when the gods performed the Sacrifice with the Person 
as the sacrificial material . The poem concludes with a verse 
in which it Is said that this Sacrifice performed by the gods 
became the first process of the Law ; the great gods were united 
with the vault of the heaven where the ancient demi gods 
had been, 

so. Here there is a self-transformation of the infinite into a 
finite manifold ness* and the further diversification through the 
activities of the gods, demigods and Poets. The Supreme 
Person becomes an agent only in the first stage of the change of the 
infinite into the finite* The further stages are effected by the 
gods and their associates, in which the finite, manifold aspect 
or the infinite becomes the main material, and the whole process 
is coneelved of as a Sacrifice conducted by the gods and their 
associates, 

Si* In this process of the formation of the world, there is 
mentioned a three-fold agency, the gods, the dam-gods and the 
poets. The term for <s god” is very familiar, namely, 
Data. There is a term Sadhja, which I have translated as “dcmi~ 
god.” I am not sure who they are ; they are ancient. In a 
description of the world beyond where the pious people go after 
their death, there is mention of MataJi as being there* Vivas vat 
(the father of Yama) is also there. There Is also mentioned a 
class of residents there named Virupa, which means “possessing 
various forms.” Brhaspati too is there, and he, a god, is still on 
the earth* 1 feel that some of such demigods are meant by the 
term Stidhya. There is no doubt about the poets ; the term is 
Rfi, and the term is usually translated as “Priests". 1 do not 
accept the term "Priest” as appropriate in dealing with the 
conditions of the Vedie period. There were no priests at that 
time in India, They were all great poets who could have a 
direct vision of the gods and of the nature of the world* 

£2. There is no indication about the way in which these 
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“ into bein S' They are ancient, and in so far as Ethe 
baenhee performed by them with the Pe^onjas tht F( , 

ceded ihe appearance of beasts and birds, they must have been 
terns m the fr* manifestation of the Ultimate Person as the Viral, 
fe MU world. Nothing is said about human being, either 
"} 1 . ' S P roc ™ or lhc Urination of the world. From the mention 
of the four-fold division of functions amoi^ men, along with the 

plienomenaol nature like the,™ and the moon, it may 1* assn- 

med that according to their notions, humanity was a primary 
manifestation in the manifold world when such diversification 
came about in the Ultimate Person, 


Hie general process must have been or some such nature 
as is noticed below. There was the Ultimate Person, the undivi¬ 
ded universe, which became diversified. The cause of this 
diversification is not specifically mentioned here. That diver¬ 
sification took up the form of a Pcreon (Virdf resulting in the 
Person I, and in this stage of diversification, men, with some 
advanced souls like tlie ancient poets, and with the gods and demi¬ 
gods were integral items. Such ancient poets and the demi-gods 
and gods were t he active agents in the formation of the world with 
beasts and birds and with the Vedas. The Sacrifice here implies 
the appheation of some Law, and this Sacrifice is the process 
of the working of that Universal Law in the world. The sacri- 
fiecs performed by men at a later stage arc only the processes of 
the application of the same Law in individual cases. 

i j. 1’be presence and functioning of an intelligence behind 
t ic process oi the formation of die world is an integral part of this 
doctrine or the formation of the world, and that is the most impor¬ 
tant thing here. The Vcdic poets could not think of a period in 
the history or the world when there were no human brings and no 
intelligent operation of a law. The whole of the manifested 
world is an organism with a fomfand a shape functioning accor¬ 
ding to a law. The law operating in the individual cases in 
the world are only aspects of this Universal Law set into motion 
by ike ancient poets and the demi-gods and the gods. The 
phenomena of Nature and the civic functions of humanity are 
atJ parts of the organism* 
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25. Here was a doctrine of the evolution of the world from 
out of a Person of an absolute nature ; it is said that such a person 
was the active agent in the first process of the manifestation ofdU 
versification in this absolute Person, besides his being the material 
out of which the diversified world arose. But it is self-transfor¬ 
mation and not a functioning in respect of some external object. 
Now, there must have been another doctrine current about the 
formation or the world, which is found in another poem of a 
highly philosophical nature. It is one of the profoundest pieces of 
poetry that can be found in any Literature, to say nothing oi the 
literature in India. In this doctrine, the evolution started from 
an Absolute £ "Being”, which is not specifically mentioned as a 
Person, but which is not divested of the dements of intelligence. 
The poem starts with a description of the slate of the 
world prior to the appearance of diversification and manifolding, 
when there could be no distinction beteween what is and what is 
not. There was no Atmospheric region, nor the Celestial region 
beyond. In such a condition what is it that can cover up, and 
where* in whose support? Was there water deep and vast? 
There was no death and no immortality. There was no indica¬ 
tion of night and day. There was that One which breathed 
without a breath of air. Other than that there was nothing. 
In the beginning there was darkness hidden in darkness. Ah 
this was a sea of water with no mark or indication. What was 
concealed in husk, such a one came out through the greatness 
of intense activity. On this there arose a will in the beginning, 
which was the first germ for the mind. 

27. Here there is the description of a state of absolute and 
ultimate unity developing a will, which resulted in the 'acuity 
of a thinking process arising in that Ultimate One. A will 
and mental process presuppose an original intelligence. Thus 
the doctrine of intelligence being the urge behind in the manifold¬ 
ing of what was unitary' Is found to be an integral factor in the 
formation of the world* even at that time. In the previous 
poem, it was said that what was in the beginning as the ultimate 
was a “Person”, and there Is no reference to Its intelligence working 
as the prelude to its diversification. Here there is no reference to 
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a “Person”, but only to an absolute tL Bemg 1a , and there is mention 
ol a will and a mental function*. If we join up the two and build 
up a consolidated philosophy, we find that the manifolding 
of what was ultimately a unity was the result of a will and a mind 
operating, ju§t as all the facta of the world are due to the 
working of the will and the mind of the individual*. 

a8. The poet? pondered over and searched in their hearts with 
their intelligence and they found out in what is not? the compan¬ 
ion ol the manifold world which alone is what is in the world ; 
what is nst in this context is what cannot be dcscril>ed as what is 
or what is not, what B absolute and abstract unity in the begin¬ 
ning* Their rays of light stretched across, was k below or was it 
above ? There appeared in consequence of this change, the 
bearers of seeds* there appeared powers- self-power beneath and 
activity above there arose. 

29, Who then knows, who can explain, whence there arose, 
whence this manifold creation ? Even gods appeared only after 
this manitolding process. Hence who knows whence that came in¬ 
to being ? Listen, this manifolding came from something, whether 
that something created this or did not create It. That supreme 
lord in ihe highest heaven it is that is such a something, and 
perhaps he knows ; perhaps he too docs not know it* 

3 ° + Such in brief is the process described in this poem. In 
the previous poem there was no mention of a wiU and of a mental 
process that was the cause of the manifolding of what was an 
ultimate unk, and here there is a specific mention of such a mental 
process. Such a process must be quite different from what we 
know as a mental process, and such a process took place prior 
to the formation of any individual, prior to the appearance of 
even the gods. Therefore we cannot assert that the ultimate 
unity in which the operation of such a will arose, knows that 
process, in the way in which we can say that we know the process 
of our mind and I ts results. Such an ultimate unity and the pro¬ 
cesses that took place in it arc what we cannot bring within our 
knowing. What we know are what took place after the manifold¬ 
ing, and we cannot know either what preceded such a manifolding 
or the way In which such a manifolding look place. 
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31* Vlsvakarman and Hiranyagarbha and the Person are not 
gods in the Rgvtdk religion. They can be only presentations of 
certain monotheistic tendencies current in adjacent countries, 
through the medium of the Indian thought, in a way in which 
Indian people could understand and appreciate such tendencies* 
Tliey also form the foundations for various doctrines that took 
definite forms in later periods in the history of thought in India- 
AI though there is no Supreme God, no “One God” in the Vedas, 
there are doctrines about such a One God, about the Supreme God 
in later phases of Indian thought* But no such doctrine took 
the form of Monotheism* 

32. In the L system of philosophy there is the acceptance 
of a Supreme Soul distinct front the indiv idual Souls, all belong¬ 
ing to the common category of Soul (Atman). He is the Lord 
of the entire world and is the common cause * as agent, of all 
events in the world. He sees everything and he knows every¬ 
thing. The same doctrine h found m the Rgvtda regarding the 
Hiranyagarbha and the Visvakarman. 

33* According to the Vedanta? God is the material cause of all 
the things in the world, the world is a product from the God* 
God is the conditioned Absolute. This is what we find in the 
Person, described in the Sgvedk poem about the Person. The 
conditionedj manifold and diversified world is the material 
for the activities of the human agencies like the Poets (JZriO, 
while such a conditioned world, though the Person, does not 
function at all, according to the same poem. This is the position 
taken up in the Mima mid, though the system docs not accept the 
pci^onilicarion of the changing, manifold, diversified world, and 
does not also accept the agency of gods and demi-gods in the 
operation or the Law (jfta), A will in the absolute was the cause of 
the diversification, according to the poem about the condition of 
the world prior to diversification, and this is also accepted in the 
Vedanta, following the Upanisadsj which declare that the Absolute 
had a “view”, had a "wiLT, and there arose diversification, 

34. The difficulty arises only when the several poems in the 
Jl&ptda are regarded as isolated pieces and when the Rgveda itself 
is taken as an Isolated literature. Such an attitude leads the 
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investigator into differences in the spirit and purport of the 
different pieces within the ffgutda and also into differences in the 
spirit and in the purport or the various parts of the Vedic literature. 
If we consider the ttgmda as literature with a back-g round* we can 
understand the differences as differences in the aspects taken 
up by the different poets and different contributors to what now 
forms the Vedic literature with a more or less common back¬ 
ground. The philosophical thoughts of the Vcdic age and the age 
that preceded the composition of the available Vedic literature, 
formed the I>ack-gtound for the literature, and that back-ground 
must have been more or less uniform for the entire Vedic literature. 
We must look at the doctrine of the formation of the world accord¬ 
ing to the Vedic thoughts, in such a way. Some Absolute as 
the ultimate basis, some diversification of this Absolute* further 
changes and movements in this diversified world on account of the 
activities of human, serni-divine and divine agencies* the possi¬ 
bility of looking at the entire changing and world as a “Person”* 
as a Supreme power:there arc many such points that reveal them* 
selves as forming the back-ground for the Vedic poetry. The 
gods played their part in giving a form to the world and there is 
no Supreme God who actually created diis world or who com* 
plctcly controls Lhc events in this world of changes. 
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CHAPTER X* 


Vedas : THE SUPREME 

r + Indian Philosophy is essentially a system of thought center¬ 
ing round the reality of the world and the competence of man in 
understand the world. A Supreme God and the Doctrine of 
Monotheism had little relation to such a philosophy. What is 
termed a Supreme God is a development in thoughts outside of 
India ; it made its appearance in India at a comparatively later 
pariod in the history of Indian thought, and it produced little 
impression on the Indian mind until very recent times. As a 
matter of fact, man and the world form the chief items in Indian 
thought, and God had only a very subordinate place in it, if it 
had any place at alL I am not speaking of gods ; I am speaking 
of God, It is for this reason that I am confining the problem 
of the Supreme God to a chapter within the consideration of the 
problem of the world J instead of giving the problem a more pro- 
mine fit place by treating the subject in an independent part of 
the book. 

2. The development of thoughts in India relating to God is 
something unique in the world, ancient or modern like many 
other aspects of thought. From the most ancient times, Indians 
refused to surrender themselves to a Supreme Godi according to 
the traditions of India, man is supreme in the affairs of the world. 
They recognised gradations ; they recognised also gods. But 
they did not accept a category called gods different from man, 
to say nothing of a Supreme God, beyond or and higher than man. 
If gods were higher than the generality of men* there were also 
men of superior powers who were greater than the generality of 
men, and there w’Cre also men who nose to the position of'gods. 
Thus the distinction between gods and men* as two separate 
categories, did not find a place in the thought scheme of the ancient 
Indians, and this tradition continued to the last days in the deve¬ 
lopment of thought in India in an independent way. 
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3* The world has seen two currents of thought in relation to 
the problem of God. Practical [y all the nations of the ancient 
world thought of God as some Transcendental Being different 
from man. Some nations might have accepted a plurality of 
gods, all such gods being subordinate to One Supreme God. 
Other nations accepted Beings superior to men and different 
from men, as being associated with the God, though they may not 
have the status of gods. Such a doctrine in religion was trans¬ 
ferred to the ci vic life of the people, and the result was the recogni¬ 
tion of an Emperor with other royal personages soubordinatc 
to him, with aristocrats and wealthy people, all with privileges, 
all different from the generality of mem There was such a dis¬ 
tinction drawn between the One and the few and the many. 

4. Even in ancient times there were leaders of thought in some 
nations who did not recognise a God at all. To them men alone 
counted in the world. The modem development along that lute 
is the positive denial of anything that transcends men, and also 
a postulation of the equality of all men without, any gradation at 
all. A gradation among men according to intellectual qualities 
can arise only if “Life” Is a fundamental in the world + In 
modem times there is a denial of tills position also, and it is at¬ 
tempted to be made out that what is called “lift" is only an 
accident, that evolution started before the appearance of the phe¬ 
nomenon of life, that matter, dead matter, is the only funda¬ 
mental in the world. This is practically a denial of a real position 
for men in the world* 

5. It was in India that a third line of thought had evolved, 
and this evolution started even in the earliest stages for which we 
have any record and evidence. The world is a unity. We 
cannot draw any hard and fast line between any two parts of the 
world ; one part merges in the other at whai can be drawn 
as a border line. There is a gradation, which presupposes a 
difference ; but there is no separation of what are different, 
and there is no conflict also among the differents* The result is 
a recognition of each such different pan as being are presentation 
of the whole unit. 

6. In the poems found in the Rgytdk collection relating to the 
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process of the formation of the wrold, it has been found that there 
was no time when there were no men. When there tools place 
a diversification of what was a unit, there appeared men and demi¬ 
gods along with the gods, and the further stages in this process 
of the formation of the world are the results of the activities of 
representative men, called the poets (the Rjis), in collaboration 
with the demi-gods and the gods. And when this process made 
its start, the Ultimate ceased to have any function. The only 
function associated with the Ultimate is that of the first diversi¬ 
fication. 

7. In the poem about the Person, it was found that there was 
a presentation as a Person of what is Ultimate and what is imper¬ 
sonal ; then there was a diversification process, which too Is perso¬ 
nified as T 7 r«f, and there appeared the diversified world, which 
too is presented in a personified way as the Person. Along with 
this second appearance of a diversified Person, there were also 
the three-fold agencies or poets, (which implies the presence of 
men), demi-gods and gods. The personified world of diversities 
has no function, rather it is the material coming within the 
functions of the three-fold agencies. In the poem relating 
to the condition of the world prior to diversification, 
there is, without any personification of this ultimate unity, 
the mention of the appearance of a function and a process, the 
will and the mind and the thought, as causes of the diversification. 
In the poems about Visvakarman (the All-maker) and about 
Hiranyagarbha (Golden womb), there is little indication of the 
primary Absolute. There is only a description of the further 
processes of diversification and manifolding after the first appear¬ 
ance of diversification. 

8. There ts some unity of idea found in these poems. The 
Ultimate has no function ; what can have a function is not the 
ultimate, the Absolute. The personification of what is im¬ 
personal in the poem about the Peison is only a necessity of 
expression, in presenting in language form what is beyond the 
scope of language. 

9. In looking at the problem of gods in the Veda, we must 
have such a back-ground. In studying the available Vedas 
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wc must also recognise the truth that we are dealing with poetry 
from which we must try to deduce the background of philosophy 
Tying behind the poetry, and that we do not have any real texts 
on philosophy before us, relating to that period* When in the 
poem about the Person, it is said that the gods and demf gods 
and ftps fpoets) were the first agents in progressing die process 
of diversification, there are references to the parents of the gods* 
Thus die Heaven and Earth are the parents of the gods* The 
gods arc spoken of as the offspring of the goddess Adiii. 
Some gods arc mentioned as the o If spring of other gods. 
Here we may keep aside such gods about whom there 
is no doubt in the matter of parentage. Thus, the Maruts are 
the off spring of the god Rudrn ; the gods calledl the Rbhus are 
the sons of Sudhanvan. Yama is the son oi the god Vivasvat, 
and his mother is Saranyu, the daughter of the god Tvasjar. 
We need consider the question of parentage only in connection 
with the other gods about whom there is no such specific mention 
of parentage, without falling into any contradiction either verbally 
or by implication* 

10. It is here that wg must recognise the fact that we have 
only poetry and not text-books on philosophy* In poetry words 
are used in a poetic way, in a symbolic way. Thus when the 
arrows arc spoken of as the offspring of the quiver, we know what 
it means* The mention of parentage must be accepted in such 
a way. There is either some importance implied or there is 
implied a relation of support and what is supported. The 
statements should not be taken in any literal sense* 

11 H Further, in the case of the poems of a philosophical nature 
of which I gave some indications in the previous chapter, we must 
recognise that the thoughts contained in them do not constitute 
the philosophy of the author ; they are poetic representations of 
certain types of thoughts that had become very popular through 
tradition by that time. Otherwise such poetical presentations in 
symbolical language would not have meant anything to the 
people of the times. We do not know who the authors had 
been in the case of those poems. There is an element of fiction 
associated with the names given as the author. Thus the poem 
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ran the Person Is given as by Narayana, who must be the per¬ 
sonification of the Absolute as the Supreme, and that is the theme 
ofthepoem aJsOn The poems on Vtfvakarmim (the All-maker) 
arc by himself. So is the poem on the Hiranyagarbha {Golden 
womb). The poem describing the nature of the world prior to 
differentiation is by Prajapati ParamesthEn (the Lord of the 
people abiding in the highest position). 

is. The major part of the ftgvtda consists of poems by a large 
number of poets, adressed to a large number of gods. No god 
b a fact dissociated from the rest of the world. Each of them is 
a representation in a limited way* of the Ultimate, the Absolutes, 
In that Ultimate, in that Absolute, there had been only a diversi¬ 
fication, a differentiation. There wa$ never a break up of the 
Absolute Unity into parts. The poets addressed songs to the 
various gods with this hack-ground. 

f 3- The poets were singing songs about the individual gods 
that were known at that time, and at the same time they 
had the Absolute, whose representation die gods were, in their 
mind, besides the diversified phenomena. When such an Ab¬ 
solute is presented through ihe individual god, the element of 
the Supreme cannot be missed in that description* 
I hus each god is a god and at the same time the Supreme also. 
I his is not a stage of ihc thought current passing from many gods 
to a single god. Such an admixture of the features of the indi¬ 
vidual gods and the elements of the Supreme is found throughout 
the R*itda. We are not able to make a sifting and say that such 
and such portions of the ftgaeda collection represent the stage of 
the worship of many gods and that such and such portions repre¬ 
sent the stage of the worship or the One God, w ith poems in-bet¬ 
ween representing the stage of the admixture of the two elements. 
Nor can we find any trace of a progression through such stages. 
In the whole history of thought In India, we do not reach a stage 
when the worship of the many gods came to a stop and the wor¬ 
ship or the One God became the essence of the religion of the 
country, What we find in the fjtgivda is not a series, a number of 
stages in a progression. VV hat w*e find Is only a particular mode 
of approach, to the problem of god In t he world. This approach 
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takes note of each god being a representati ve of the Absolute* 
This is what we find in later stages in Indian religion represented 
by works like the Afahahharitt& and the RdmayanQ-, l here is no 
stage in the history of Indian thought when people worshipped 
One God. Gods are personal* and what are personal cannot be 
the One ; what is the One cannot have a personal aspect and 
cannot, for that reason* be God also. A “One God** is a contra¬ 
diction in terms. The Indian tradition kept up the spirit of the 
Vcdic thought, 

14. it was about a century ago that Western scholars came 
into contact with the Vedic literature that preserved the Vcdic 
traditions, including the original Vedas* Max Muller could not 
bring the religion of the Vedas under any category of religions 
known to him. Polytheism and Monotheism were the two main 
divisions of religious doctrines relating to the problem of God 
known to him* The Vedic religion was neither, or rather 
it was both. And he coined a new term, Howthrism {Out God}* 
In so far as each of the god in the Vedic religion was such a 
“One God" in turn* he revised his terminology as “Kat-hw#- 
iheim'* - but it was only the original term that found favour 
with scholars, I accept this terminology without any qualifi¬ 
cation* Neither of the two terms known at that time could 
express the feature that Is distinctive or the religion of the Vedas, 
and it is better that a new term be coined to express this new 
feature of religion* 

1^. Max Muller did not stop at this point. He also wanted to 
bring the religion of the Vedas into line with the religions that 
were known to him, and so he postulated this religious feature as 
an intermediate stage between the two religious features that 
were known to him* namely, Polytheism and Monotheism ; 
this feature of gods being in turns described as the One God is a 
stage between the ivorship of many and the worship of the One 
God. It is this side of the theory' of Max Muller that I cannot 
accept. 

16. But I cannot also deny the clear indications of certain 
monotheistic tendencies in some of the poems that I took note 
of specially in the previous chapter. In the poem on the Person* 
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both the absolute and the diversified world are spoken of a 
“Person*** But neither of them had any function. The former 
was the material for ihe formation of the diversified world 
and the latter was the object on which the gods, the demt-gods 
and the poets operated. There is no “One God lS here. In the 
poem describing the world prior to diversification* there is no 
pc notification of the Absolute, and the only indication, very 
faint indeed. Is the mention of “Will" appearing in that Absolute. 
Here also there is no “One God" functioning in the world. But 
both Hiranyagarbha (Golden Womb) and Yisvakarma (AIT 
maker) are individuals and are described as the Supreme. Here 
we must take note of the Tact that Hiranyagarbha is more a 
presence than an agent in the formation of the world ; in the case 
of Visvakaraman p there is the mention of activity when there is 
the question asked about the material he had in giving a form 
to the world and the place which he occupied in that activity. 
Thus in this latter case a iso, what we have b more a personfica- 
tion of the diversified world in the first stage of such a diversi¬ 
fication, and there is no hint about an agent functioning in the 
further processes in the course of the formation of the world. 
In all these cases* xve have the description of certain great Powers 
that operated in the primary stage of the evolution of the world, 
arid they are not the gods who later Functioned in the processes 
of the formation of rhe world with all its diversifications. They 
arc not gods. Those Pow r crs arc not worshipped cither. A god 
is god only as an object of worship ; a simple presence is not a god. 
It is in this sense that I have made the assertion that there is flo 
Monotheism in the Vcdic religion* 

17. India could not have been an isolated country in those 
times, from the point of view of the development of thought* 
There were other countries that were evolving their own cultures 
which were different from the course of the development of culture 
in India. Certainly their religion was different,, and in the 
Veda we often meet with the mention of peoples who did not give 
offerings to the gods as the Vedic people were doing. There is 
reason to believe that in the jnatleT of religion,, there were nations 
at that time that were developing certain Monotheistic tendencies. 
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Such a tendency has been preserved In the regions to the west of 
the seat of the Vedic culture. In the Amita we find the one 
Supreme God in Ahura Mazda. This cannot be a direct develop¬ 
ment of the culture that is preserved in the Vedic traditions. 
It cannot also be said that that was the line of religious evolution 
among the Aryans prior to the separation of the Indian and the 
Iranian groups of the main Aryan nation, and that the Vedic 
Aryans diviated From the original Monotheistic religion and 
developed a religion of many gods. The greater likelihood is 
tliat a prior religion of many gods was later converted into a reli¬ 
gion of One God in a certain region. Such a Monotheistic ten¬ 
dency could not have been keeping dear of the rtltgotous tenden¬ 
cies that were developing on the Indian side. 

18. My own view' is that the Monotheistic tendencies found 
in the Vedas arc the reflections of such tendendeies in the outside 
regions, and that the reflecting medium must have affected the 
nature of the reflection. Them is a personification of the Abso¬ 
lute tliat is by nature impersonal as is found in the poem about 
the Person, and there is also a personification of the diversification 
as Virif and also a personification of the dcvcrslfied world, 
designated as u Person”, again. In the poem about the condition 
of the world prior to diversification, there is mention of the 
appearance of the feature of a Person like the wifi. The Hirayya- 
garbha .Golden Womb) and the Yiivakanmn (All-maker j 
are personifications of the diversified world, the only difference 
between these two poems and the poem about the Person consist¬ 
ing in this that in the former, it is given the status of an agent, 
while in the latter it is only the material for the operation of 
individual agents, namely, poets [Rsis) t demi -gods and gods. 

icp But there is no comparison between the Supreme in the 
religion to the west of the Vedic regions and the reflections 
of Monotheistic tendencies found in the Vedas. The Supreme 
God of the Avista is the creator of the world and the creator of the 
Law In the world. He gave out that Law to the world through 
a Teacher. Bui in its Vedic counterpart, the world arose out of 
that Supreme, that Absolute, and the advanced persons w ho were 
integral parts of such a transformation of the Absolute into the 
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phenomena operated the world. Even when the diversified 
world is described a s a Person, either as the Vitaf or the Person 
originated out of that Ftr£/, or as Hiranyagarbha (Golden Womb) 
or as Vifvakarman (All-maker), there is no question of a matian 
of the world by a Supreme God, and there is no creation of the 
Law or giving out the Law to the world through a Teacher. 
The diversified world as personified is also the embodiment or 
the Law (Sacrifice), and the advanced individuals knew it and 
operated it* In this way wc find again a unity between Lhc 
diversified world and its Law and the operations in that world 
according to that Law, This is not Monotheism, though there 
are reflections of Monotheistic tendencies in such a doctrine, 

20, If we recognise some consistent and co-ordinated thought 
in the Vedic people^ there is no need to evolve a principle that 
“Monotheism is inevitable with any true conception of God”. 
The Vedic people could evolve a religion with gods, and still 
they did not recognise, and they did not tolerate also* any Mono¬ 
theism. They knew of Monotheism, perhaps, and they gave their 
own interpretation of it. They recognised both “Onc^ and also 
"gods”. But they never united the two together, and their 
view was that what is One cannot be God and wliat Is God cannot 
l>c one. It is true that “ the Supreme can only be one 3f 
and that “we cannot have two supreme and unlimited beings.” 
A god em bi “himself the creation of another”, though that 
smther may not be a god ; a god is a creation from the One, 
from the Supreme. The truth is that what b uncreated can be no 
god at all. The whole position ijccame the proper way to an 
escape from the logical contradiction or ‘‘God 1 * and “One”, 
where the heart showed the right path and belief too followed in 
accord with it. Heno theism b the dear path without any need 
for groping in the darkness towards Monotheism. 

21. The position is made clear by Mrghatamas, one of the 
greatest among the Vedic poets and thinkers, when he said that 
“What exists b One, which the poets sing about as many gods”. 
As an Absolute, it is pjw, as gods they are many* All cannot 
sec and know that “One”. There are people who do not know 
and who do not seek fgr knowledge ; others ask and may not know 
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while there are those who know. M between the biter two, 
the one who asks and seeks but do not know and the one who 
knows, they are like two birds that sit on the same tree, one just 
looking on while the other eats and enjoys the fruits of that 
wisdom-tree. 

22. In the whole course of Vcdic exegesis from the earliest 
timeSj this passage from the famous poem or Dlrghatamas has 
been interpreted to refer to the Supreme Self and the Individual 
Self, one of whom simply sits and sees while the other eats the 
bitter fruit of activities in the world. In the context there is no in¬ 
dication of a contrast between the Supreme Self that sees and the 
Individual Self that su ffers. I n the poem f DTrghatamas describes 
how he attained u illumination'*. At first he did not know 1 and 
he asked many people whom he expected to know . Then he 
speaks of the twOj one who stares and the other who eats. They 
must be the one who looks at truth without seeing it and the 
other who realises and enjoys the fruit of knowledge* After 
this, Dlrghatamas says that "there where the birds (the wise 
people) sing about the portion of immortality {the unchanging 
truth in the universe) in the assembly of the wise people, 
there that lord of the world* the protector of beings, the intelligent, 
entered (me) who had not known”. In the next yctst, the birds 
arc spoken of as drinking the honey, and honey is identified 
with superior wisdom in the terminology of the Rgrrdn ; there 
is also a reference to the sweet fruits, and it is said that one who 
does not know is not the object of such an illumination. 

23. It is after this that Dirghatamas enters on a discourse on 
the mysteries of language and poetry and song. The interpreta¬ 
tion is put on the verse after segregating ii from such a context. 
In the commentary portion of the Vedas there are many cases 
like this where the passage is taken out of its context and inter¬ 
preted to suit other contexts. Thus many verses are applied 
at rituals with which the verse had no relation in its origin* 

24. What I want to assert fa that what Max Muller termed 
"Htwlhtism' is the essence of the religion and theology of the 
figueda and that it is not 4 'groping towards Monotheism’ 1 
cither conscious or unconscious. There are many gods in the 
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$gDidt>, which represents the thought of the Vcdtc age, and when 
each one of them is an aspect of the M One Absolute’, they •>'! 
become friends of man, being real and functioning in their real 
nature. But the position changes completely when a “One 
(iod" is installed in a position of eminence and authority. 
There is no such reality, and it is entirely the creation of persons 
enjoying the patronage of Emperors. It is in such a situation 
tliat “man’s parvellous capacity for creating gods......had free 

scope. Gods and ghosts, with powers to injure and annoy, 

as well as to bless and glorify, governed the life of the peoples. 

Even the one Almighty God of the monotheistic was-kindly 

when allowed his own way, angry when thwarted and merciful 
when his rage had spent itself. The relation between the one 
God arid his worshippers was that of master and slave. He is 

a revengeful war-lord.. He interfered rather too much with 

the world...... Stern Monotheism, moreover, resulted in a shifting 

of responsibility to God’s shoulders.. Sin is on offence against 

God, who alone has to be satisfied.” 

25, Such is the situation created by the installation of “One 
God”, and that is just the situation which the Vcdic people 
wanted to avoid,and that is just the situation which they' succeeded 
in keeping off from India. Not a single one of the many gods 
in the Vedas answers to such a description, and India never 
allowed such a god to liave any place in the religion and life of the 
people. There were the gods of the Vedas, and there were the 
gods of a later day like Visnu and Siva and the Goddess f under 
various designations), and many other gods like Gane<a ( God 
with Elephant face) and Stemda the{God with the form or a 
Serpent) ; not one of them could be included under the descrip¬ 
tion cited aliove. 

af>. Yisiju or Siva or the Goddess may lie Supreme according 
to the respective worshippers. But all such worshippers were 
tolerant and they allowed other similar Supreme Gods also to 
function in the world and to be worshipped by their devotees in 
the world. They all became gods within the religion that deve¬ 
loped from the Vedas. Never was sword or fire or any other 
instrument of torture made use of in the defence of any such a 
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Supreme God or against the devotees of another Supreme God. 
The fact Is that in India there never was a Monotheism in the 
strict and narrow sense of the term. A God was only the manifest¬ 
ation of the One, and such a God never found it necessary to oust 
another God or to persecute the worshippers of the other God 
for his own Supreme position. A God was Supreme only as the 
manifestation of the One Absolute. 

37. In the later literature with a religious spirit like the 
grand epics or the MakabMfala and the RamfyanO) there is no 
Monotheism at a!!. Shri Krishna, the Incarnation of the great 
God Visnu in the \iahubki f Q.ta, and Shri Rama, another incarna¬ 
tion of the same God in the Rdumyana give ample room for Siva 
and tite Goddess. They are accepted as standard works of an 
authoritative nature in matters of religion l>y the worshippers 
of Visnu and of Siva and of the Goddess. Visnu is described 
iti such works as the Supreme, and similarly we find in other 
contexts description of Siva and of the Goddess as also the Supreme 
in the same works. And this is Henotheim. Hcmtktim started 
in Llic Vedas and continued 10 the end of the period of living 
culture in India. Even when the religion got divided into Visnu 
group and Siva group and the group of the worshippers of the 
Goddess, it never deteriorated into a battle-field with all sorts 
of inhuman weapons of torture in play for the settlement of reli- 
gious matters. The differences were placed before one another 
by the intellectuals and the fight was only on the intellectual plane* 
And there remained a very strong and influential group among 
the people who did not recognise any such division. They 
had only religion and they never circumscribed their religious 
beliefs into this pattern or that pattern and they never showed 
any enmity towards people who adopted another pattern. 

28, If there had been any tendency in the Vcdic period to 
grope from Polytheism to Monotheism through the obscure 
p.Tth of Ihmlhthm} we would have expected one or the other of 
the Vcdic Gods to lx: raised to that status. Important Vcdic gods 
like Fire, India, Vanina, Alvins, Marutb Rudra, Savirar, Surya* 
Visnu, Bpiiaspaii and Usas (Dawn) never aspired to attain that 
position, and people never made an effort to raise any one of them 
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Id the position of that Il One God +, » Some monOthcutw ling? is 
noted only in the Hiran^garbha (Golden Womb) and in the 
Person and in the VUvakarman (All-maker T They are not 
really Vedic goclsj and Macdonell rightly styles them as Attract 
Gods”* They arc personified presentation by poets in poetic 
language of functions and situations. The tendency which 
“showed itself very early to indentify one god with another or 
to throw all the gods together" is the result or the doctrine of all 
the gods being manife^tadon of the “One”, not of the ‘One 
God". Terms like HmspagarbAa and Puny a and Vtfvshnmm 
were employed to bring out the unity among the gods in an abs¬ 
tract way. There was no sign or a suppression ol the 
many gods or of favouring any one god- The entire function in 
ill? world can be expressed by some terms denoting abstract 
ideas, and that is what we find in the use of terms like Hrra/pugar- 
bha and llhakarimiTi. The view that “In the worship of Yaruna 
we have the nearest approach to monotheism 11 has as its source 
the modem theory that it was the Vcdio god Vanina that become 
Atiura Mazda in the religion of Zoroaster. "'Attributes moral 
and spiritual such as justice, beneficence* righteousness, and even 
pity were ascribed" to all the god alike and no god Is a god 
without such attributes, Varutta cannot be isolated from the 
other gods of the Vedas on such a basis, “Man and nature, this 
world and the other all belong” to all the gods and not merely to 
Varuna, AH the gods care “not only for external conduct but 
also for inner purity of life.” 

ag. The great strength of the religion of the Vedas is that the 
Vedic thinkers did not permit “One God” to dominate the world 
and man’s affairs in the world. If such a “One God” had l>cen 
ins tailed as dominating world and man, there would have been 
messengers* carriers, of that God's command in the world and 
there would also have been interpreters and defenders of such 
teachers and liner teachings. The result would have been dis- 
sentloru and quarrels among the followers of such interpreters 
of the teachers and their teachings about the Will of God* and 
religion would have been sulxsrdinated to such interpreters and 
would have met with ruin through corruption and distortion. 
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There might have come about some changes in their termi¬ 
nologies relating to the religion of the Vedas; but the spirit of 
the Yedic religion continued and influenced the people of the 
country. The % f edic people did not prop up a M One God” 
because they never tolerated art Emperor* a “One Man" above 
all, 

30. It is not unlikely that terms like Vi^karm&ji (All-maker) 
and Prqjapali (Lord of the people) were not original in the Vedas* 
hut were'suggested by the monotheistic tendencies among the 
neighbouring nations, hi ihc Autstaii tradition we find that a 
“One God” was simply accepted, white in the Vedic tradition, 
it was adapted and interpreted with the back-ground of the Vedic 
spirit. The terms became very popular in the ritualistic traditions 
of the Vedas, more popular than in the tradition of the intellectual 
current of the Vedic people. Tins itself shows that there was no 
attempt at transforming the polytheism into monotheism through 
Hfrwlhiitm. Such an aitempt must have been in the intellectual 
plane, rather than in the ritualistic plane, if there had been such 
an attempt. The real significance of the adoption of the terms 
as the creator or the world and the Lord of the humanity 
must be that what she other nations called the “One God s * 
b nothing but the activities of man represented by the rituals, 
in a personified form; the original process of diversification is the 
arch-type for the ritualistic activities of the people in later limes. 
Ultimately* the acceptance of a Visvakarman and a Prajapati 
into the ritualistic religion amounts to a recognition and assertion 
of the sufficiency of man and his activities to explain the world- 
process and to an assertion that a Supreme God need not lie 
introduced into the life of man. 

31* Those who maintain that there was a tendency in the Vedas 
to progress from polytheism to monotheism and that what is termed 
Henolhnm is a stage of groping tow ards monotheism, must find 
an explanation for various difficulties which such a theory' raises. 
I have already said that not a single one among the important 
gods was raised to that status at any stage in the development 
of the religion of the Vedas. If Vanina is an approach to the 
monotheistic ideal, why was he not raised to that level ? On the 
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other hand, he dwindled into a very subordinate position, even 
ceased io be a real god, in the classical period* 

32. IfVtevakarman or Prajapati were representatives of the 
stage of the passage to monotheism, we must consider why they 
did not develop into the “One God 11 ? Visvakarman became the 
artisan of the gods, a very subordinate position indeed, and the 
Prajapatis became the superior Sages, only men and not gods. The 
word also became a synonym of Brahma, and Brahma is not one 
of the great gods in the Classical religion of India ; that position 
was assigned to Visnu and Siva- 

33, Visvakarman and Prajapati were only ritualistic deifica¬ 
tions; they did not have any importance in the Up an is ads* It is 
Brdunmt that became the prominent reality in the Uptmxjods ; if 
there had been any monotheistic tendency in the Vedas we would 
have expected some closer association of such a monothei¬ 
stic tendency and the monistic tendency. The ritualistic 
literature represented by the Yqjumda and the Brdhmanas and the 
rationalistic literature represented by ih tUponisath took different 
courses- There is the Prajapati ideal in the former and the 
Brahman ideal in the- later. 

34. There is no consistent and continuous series of points along 
which we can draw the line of development in the religious doc¬ 
trines of India, from the polytheism to monotheism through the 
intermediary state of Jfmotkdm. The points are all scattered 
about, and they do not allow a line to join them all together; 
such Encs have to gel broken up and have also to pass clear of 
many important points- All the pcants have to be taken as a 
solid group and not as points that mark a progressive line. 

35, The fact is tlvat what is true of other countries is introduced 
into the conditions in India where it has no application and 
releveney. No other country has exhibited such a continuity 
and progression in the matter of its civilization. In all the coun¬ 
tries,! here is a start and there are changes and there is the ultimate 
disappearance, so far as cultural matters arc concerned- In 
the case of India, there has never been such a change as to create 
any danger to the continuity and permanence. The changes arc 
just what is found in any organic body. There may be alternations 
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in names and forms ; but the spirit continues. The many gods 
representing the visible phenomena of Nature and the ptrsonifi- 
cations of functions and the ultimate Brahman, all arc integral 
parts of a unitary culture and lived together. What is very 
prominent is that there has never been a “One Cod’’ in India. 
It was always the “One’' along with the “gods”. There is no 
Supreme with a personality; what is Supreme is just a Prescnscr, 
a Reality. 

36. It may be dial in some other countries the porptc had 
been worshipping a multitude of gods, and even ihat through 
images; it may also be that some Teacher preached the doctrine 
or “One God” and that such a doctrine tjccame established 
among the people. But that has no universal application. There « 
no universal law either that Polytheism,Monotheism au<l Monism 
should come in a chronological succession among a pcopie. 
As a matter of fact. In the later history of India, the three stages 
arose in the reverse order ; Sankara advocated Monism, denying 
absolute reality to a personal god, while Madhva, much later, 
advocated the absolute reality of Cod as completely different 
from man. Between them, Ramanuja advocated a Doctrine of 
the Absolute being a God, with reality of the world and of the 
individuals as parts of that One God. Philosophy docs not come 
out of a factory, made to order. 



CHAPTER XI 

Vedas : THE ABSOLUTE 


i. We know of the \ cdic people only as a great nation with 
a yen' advanced civilization- They had settled down, in the 
country, developing their culture steadily, foe a very long time. 
They had their own religion and their own soeud organisation. 
They had ifrcir own jjoliticaJ. institution*. Iliry dwdoprd 
various sciences and various kinds of arts. They had their 
pastimes and amusements and sports. They had various profes¬ 
sions mid avocations* We know the Vedic peoples only as settlers 
on the Indian soiL If evidences of comparative Philology 
and Ethnology require the acceptance of a foreign home for them 
from which they migrated into India in comparatively rceem 
limes, after the development and decay of many civilizations 
within the Indian border and outside of the region to its west, 
all differing from tjie Vedic civilization, there is no such evidence 
found within the I ndian Literature and other records nor even 
in the actual records of the other nations of ancient times. 
On the other hand, the evidences of the Indian records go to 
show just the contrary. 

:?» The Vedic people did not have an easy lime. They had to 
fight against the freaks of Nature and the uncertainties of weather. 
They had to fight against other powerful nations who were 
opposed to i heir own culture and who were attempting to ruin 
their religion. Against great odds, in the face of very adverse 
conditions, they had been developing an advanced civilization 
with various kinds of amenities and recreations in iife* and when 
such an active nation was also endowed with great intellectual 
qualities, certain problems regarding the “what” ami the “why” 
and “how” also began to agitate their minds. In this way there 
was a paral lel grow th of a high degree of culture along with their 
civilization. Among them there was a joint development of 
material and intellectual achievements. They valiantly resisted 
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agression from outside, and within, they raised the standard of 
intellectual and emotional life* Both went hand in hand. 

3. We cannot say that the people were divided into groups 
on a vocational basis * developing a sharp distinction between 
I he intellectual class who supported the religion and the mania I 
class who built up kingdoms and even empires, leaving the great 
mass of the people with their simple avocations of agriculture 
and trade* In many of the modem works relating to ancient 
Indian civilization a hard and last distinction between the warrior 
class and the class to be called “Priests* 11 is drawn, with mutual 
jealousy and even enmity. It is said that while the ritualistic 
religion grevv among the “Priests”, the intellectual philosophy 
originated and grew up among the warrior class. All modern 
scholars do not accept such a class division and mutual conflict; 
yet nearly all writers draw a distinction between the intellectual 
growth and a religious grow th among the people, with mutual 
jealousy though not with antipathy. 

4. There is no evidence to prove that the authors of the 
vedic poetry were patronised by the kings and that they sang 
the glories of such kings in return for rich presen t% along with 
singing about the glories of the gods to invoke their aid on 
behalf of the kings against their enemies. The poets must have 
been warriors and the warriois must have been poets too. 
We cannot ignore names like Apala and Visvavara, two poetesses 
of the Vedic literature, who were also w arriors H Suc h a combi¬ 
nation of intellectual and physical might is found in the gods of 
the Vedas, being endowed with AVa/u or intellectual power and 
A \fitra or physical might. Great kings in the Upmmds arc also 
found to be great philosophers and thinkers and teachers. The 
tradition continued as in the sage VasisUia who was a great sage 
and who could train Shri Rama in archery' and in the art of 
war-fare. Drona, another Brahmin, was the teacher of the 
heroes of the AlaMbkamh i and he also led the army when there 
broke out a war between the two cousins who claimed the throne. 
His son A^vatthania was also an equally valiant hcro T When 
wc draw a mutual antipathy or even an antithesis between the 
class of religious leaders who developed coni plicated ritualism 
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and the das* of warriors, wc shall not shut our eyes to such 
references both in the Vedic and in the later literatures. 

5. In the Upnisads also discussions took place in the courls 
of kings who were great thinkers* philosophers and teachers loo. 
besides the hermitages of the Rsis (Sages). Even the gloria 
of the kings and the teachings of the kings were preset cd by 
the leaders of the religious life who were developing such compli¬ 
cated ritualism and that as integral parts of their own sacred 
literature. And within the ritualistic part there are passages 
designated as Up&niftids, The thoughts about the nature of the 
Absolute contained in the Upnifads formed a vital part of the reli¬ 
gious literature of ancient India with a ritualistic partiality* 
Both formed a unit The Up^inlsads did not grow as a deviation 
from the current of the ritualistic portion of the Vedic literature ; 
there was no opposition in the Upanifcds to the ritualistic portion 
of the Vedas. 

6 . The investigations about the Absolute have no meaning 
without the back-ground of the ritualistic religion, except 
as an attempt at an interpretation of the full significance of the 
rituals, and the full significance or the rituals cannot be realised 
unless one goes behind the forms and behind the details and 
try to find out the ultimate basis of such practices. Further, 
we must also understand that such a combination of religion and 
philosophy had been going on in the country From the earliest 
limes, and what we find in the L'panhadsh not merely an Inter¬ 
pretation of the thoughts of the earlier Vedic Literature* but also 
a continuation of the spirit and methods of that earlier age. 

7. The most philosophical poems of the Rgvtda are found to 
have a ritualistic setting and they are intimately associated with 
ritualistic details. Even a god like Varuna will vanish from the 
Vedic pantheon if we divest him of his ritualistic features. And 
he is associated with moral qualities and spiritual eminence 
by modern writers, tracing the moral God of Zoroaster to him. 
No one can dissociate gods like the Asvins (the twin-gods) and 
Sarasvmtl [the holy river and Uyas [Dawn) from an intellectual 
touch, and wliat arc they Without their ritualistic elements 7 
And gods of a ritualistic nature like Indra and Agni (Fire) and 
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the Maruts are also holding a high position on the intellectual 
side. Brhaspati is the type of the concord between ritual ism 
and intellectual eminence, 

8 . Dirghatamas asks the question what use there b in the 
Vedic Songs for one who does not understand the nature of the 
Absolute, the ultimate position in which all the gods abide. After 
singing about the glories of w isdom and of the nature of language 
and poetry, he speaks of the Sacrificial Altar as the farthest end of 
the world and of the Sacrifice as the navel of the earth, of Som a as 
the seed of the world, and the Poet as the highest seat of language* 
There is no portion of the ftgivda that can be dissociated from a 
ritualistic setting, there is god who is not in some form or other, 
directly or at least indirectly, related to ritualism. There is no 
author of the Vedas who is not abo connected with the ritualism 
of the religion. 

0 . The text of the Rgueda and of the Atkartmeda as we have them, 
are full of references to the nature of the Absolute, though they 
arc given in poetic form and not in the form of a direct presentation 
of such a nature. The references to the concealed portion and 
the concealed names, to the regions beyond the comprehension 
of ordinary men which only the wise can see, to the dark regions, 
to the cave—all are related to the nature of the Absolute 
that is at the basis of our experience of a diversified nature in 
the world. Terms like what moves and what b stationary, and 
what is mortal and what is immortal, express the relation of the 
phenomenal world that we experience to the Absolute beyond our 
experience* Two out of the three worlds are in die lap of the 
Run-god Savitar (unseen by us } and only one is within the domain 
ofYama (within our experience ). This show s that what is within 
our experience is a very small part of the whole universe. The 
miml>ers must not be taken in their literal sense. It is only a 
poet's way of expressing absolute truths* 

iq. The Upanijtiii discuss fundamental problems about the truth 
of the world, and in doing so, there are citations from the original 
texts of the Vedas* This itsel f shows that they w ere aware of the 
philosophical 1 jack-ground of the original texis and that they were 
trying to understand the problems indicated by such texts* 
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They were not evolving any brand Htw philosophy nor were they 
trying to move along a ww channel of thought* deviating from 
t he old currents. There b no doubt about the relative chronology 
of the original texts of the Vedas and the Upaniiadfj and passage 
of time implies also a progression with a change and an advance ; 
but an advance does not mean a break * We have only hints in 
the poetry qf the original texts ol the \eda* about the doctrines 
regarding the nature of the Absolute And the relation of the world 
of experience to that Absolute a as could have been current in those 
early days* But the thinkers of the Upanffarik period must have 
had more material for their purpose preserved from the earlier 
days* than what wc now have, 

ii. In the poem about the Person* there is an attempt 
present in poetic form* what is absolute and what cannot be 
expressed in language. From that Absotutc there arose the 
differentiation and from that arose another Person of a condi¬ 
tioned nature. By certain numbers and measurements the poet 
tried to give some idea of the immensity of tliat Absolute in com¬ 
parison with the phenomenal world. We get no information 
alK>ut the Absolute from that poem ; rather, we are told in that 
poem that it is impossible for us to know what the Absolute is, 
and that it is equally impossible for the Poet to describe its nature 
in language and thereby communicate to others some idea ol' 
its feature. The most that could be expressed there is that the 
AItcoIliic is all this and much more, 

i3. In the poem about the condition of the world prior to 
diversification-* there is a more successful attempt to give in lan¬ 
guage form some idea about the Absolute, Evto here the des¬ 
cription is negative. Nothing that we now see, no!King that is 
experienced now, was there in the world at that stage. It was all 
darkness. The distinction between what is and what is not 
could not be applied to the condition at that time. Neither 
death nor immortality had any application to the condition in 
that stage. Still there was life though without the function of 
life. The essence of life was alone there, and in that essence 
of life there arose a will and a mental activity. It b just One* 
ant) there is nothing other than that One. 
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13. In the description orVUvakarman 1 All-maker) there is 
the question about the material For the construction of the world 
corresponding to the material which a builder of houses 
uses in constructing a house. What was the support on which 
he could have l>cen sitting while working on the construction 
or the house ? The reply is implied that no one knows that material 
and that there was nothing on which there could have been an 
abode. 

14. We get only some implications about the piulosopbical 
back-ground for the poetry or ihc Vedas. We do not have a direct 
knowledge of that philosophy'. What U quite certain is that 
according to the thinkers oi that time, the world in which they 
lived and worked is not something to be ignored, something which 
was only an appearance, something that had no basic material 
lieneath. The world is something real, has some reality as the 
foundation. There is an intelligence behind the formation of the 
changing and moving world, and there is also some plan and so me 
design behind the formation, being the product of the operation 
of an intelligence. Thus the two fundamental views behind the 
philosophy or the times are (t) the positive back-ground and (a) 
the design, the orderly plan Ijehind the formation of the world of 
experience. In the original texts of the Veda, there is no specific 
statement of what that fundamental positive reality is behind the 
changing and moving world. VVe have only terms like what 
docs not move, what does not decay, what does not die. There 
is also the term Skcmbha (what is firm). It is in the Vpanheds 
that wc find the term being finally settled to express this ultimate 
reality behind the phenomenal world, and the term is Brahman. 

13. But the term Brahmen did not mean the ultimate truth in 
the early Vcdit literature. Various attempts have been made 
in modem times to trace die meaning of this term and settle its 
etymology and to get at certain cognates to this term in related 
languages, 

tfi. The nature of the Absolute is that it is a combination 
into a unit of three dements, Truth Knowledge (Cft) 

and Bliss {Anemia ). That it is truth shows that it is positive in 
nature. That it is knowledge shows that intelligence is at the root 
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of the formation of the world. That it is Bibs shows that what 
is called the world b not a scat of suffering, a result of sin ; man 
and the world are by nature of the form of happiness, and what is 
called suffering is only an accident ; man b found to suffer 
through an error and when the truth is known* man is found to 
enjoy, to be of the nature of happiness. 

17. In the the word Brahman means a song about the 

gods* who represent the various aspects of the ultimate truth. 
There are many passages where there is a reference to the coin- 
posi ton of a song, and the word used is Brahman. There is also its 
correlate Brhat> from the same root, and this word too means 
a song addressed to the gods. Any song or any poem is not a 
Brahmm orBrfuti. It is only such a poem or song which is addressed 
to the gods, w hich describes the true nature of the gods, that can 
secure a place among what are termed A (antra {sacred poem or 
song), that is designated by the term Brahman or Bfhat* 

18. The word for the recitation of poetry in the Rgvtda is derived 
from the root JW {to utter or to speak). In later Sanskrit also, 
this root has retained a meaning which is something more than 
"in say”. The utterence of the sound in this context is related to 
musical sounds, and there is the term Yddja from this root which 
means “a musical instrument”, that on which the musical sound 
b produced. There arc many places in the Rgntda in which the 
term Brhai or Brahman is associated with the verb from the root 
Vad (to utter)* This also shows that the word Brahman or Brhai 
means a song or a poem, 

ig. There b also the name Bj-haspati* with Brahman aspari, 
in which the former element is related to Brhai and Brahman. The 
latter clement of the compound means ^Lord”. The two words 
are the names of the god in the (tgitfda and that god b specially 
connected with songs and poetry. The seven-fold words arc 
familiar in the Rg&da Ln expressions like "Sapte vo^fy” which mean 
** the seven kinds of words'". Brhaspati has the epi thet Saptdiya and 
Saptqjihm which mean ,e having seven mouths” or “having seven 
longues”* 

20* No one has raised any doubt about the general meaning of 
the term Brhai or Brahman^ which b "prayer to the gods”. The 
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difference arc only in respect of the etymology of the word, 
its original meaning and the later change or its meaning as the 
“ultimate reality”. The term has been associated with “spells** 
and “magical power” and other factors that ate connected with 
primitive tribes. But there can be no doubt that the word 
Brhai means "high class poetry” composed by poets with a trans¬ 
cendental vision. This must be tbe original meaning. 

21. Brhat and Brahman are convertible terms. They mean est- 
catly the same thing. There is the nam e of the metre called Brhatl, 
and this is the feminine form of the word BrhaL There are other 
words in which the feminine form denotes a metre and a form in 
the neuter gender denotes a song in that metre. Thus we have 
the feminine form Gdyairi as the name of a mctrr s while the 
the neuter form Gdjatra means a song. Both are from the root 
Gat {to sing). It is true that from the feminine form Gdyatri 
meaning a metre, the neuter form to denote a song in that metre 
is Gdyatfti f and that similarly from the feminine form Brhail^ 
the neuter form should be Bdrhata to denote the song in the 
Brhali metre ; and this form occurs in that meaning. But the 
form B^hat h also used in the sense of such a song There are also 
similar formations like Jagal meaning a song in the Jagati metre, 
besides the term Jagata in the same sense. 

22. But this does not take us any nearer to the etymology 
or the original meaning of the word. We do not know" why the 
metre and a song in, that metre are called by this term. There are 
many terms denoting metres and songs, used in the Rgvcda 7 of 
which we do not know either the etymology or the original mean¬ 
ing. There Is the word Vaka meaning a kind of song, from the 
root Vac (to speak). There is also the term -fimtiwri, which means 
a kind of song, and the word also means a met re ; the word must 
be related to the root (to be able). The root also has relation 
to “instruction”. There is also the term Rathantara, which mu it 
mean “what overtakes (Tara ) a chariot (Ratha)". 

23. AH such terms have settled down to sortie specific meanings. 
But w r c are not at all sure whether die terms had the same restricted 
sense in the original stages also. We do nos know the language 
of the figoeda. There can Ijc little doubt that the word Brhal 
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and Brahman are to be traced to the root Brh (to expand, to wax, 
to grow), I do not know why the word came to mean song 
or poetry. There are also other terms that are equally doubtful, 
so far as their original meaning is concerned. Terms like 
GdyaJri! and Atwsivbh are related to song, since the roots themselves 
mean ,B to sing 11 ■ Gqyatri is from the root Gai (to sing ) and 
Anustti&h is from the root Siuhh (to sing in praise} with the 
preposition Amt (after). But how did the word Sdwari from 
the root £ak ( to be able or to instruct ) come to he associated 
with poetry and song ? The words Brhal and Bremen also came 
to be associated with songs for a similar reason. In this connec¬ 
tion* we must not ignore the relation of song and poetry to the 
formation of the world. The great poet Dirghatamas says that 
Sindhu (river) was established firm in the heaven through the 
song in Jagait metre and the Sun-god (Suiya) was seen in the 
song known as Rathantara (what overtakes a chariot), Indra 
was able to kill Vrtra and Vala through the power of the songs, 
gods dev eloped their powers to kill the demons through the songs 
and the songs were inspired by the gods. 

34. The terms MSma (name) and Pada (position) arc used 
in identical meanings in the jfgwda. They are the concealed 
positions and the secret names. Taken along with the view 
expressed by the poet DTrghatamas that only a fourth part of the 
language is in use among men and that the three parts arc con¬ 
cealed in the cave which only poets can see f we have to identify 
the place and the name, the denotation and the word. In this 
way, Brahman is not merely the song, but ultimately the truth ex¬ 
pressed in that song. And here it must be remembered that every 
song is not a Brahman ; only such songs that describe the truth 
in the form of gods or in the form of the Absolute, seen by the poets 
of transcendental vision,, can be called Brahman. 

25* The language qf poetry need not be identical with the 
language of the people, and even with the language of science 
and philosophy. The poets of the Rg&da used the term Byhat or 
Brahman in the sense of poetry ; that does not mean that at that 
time the word did not have the meaning of **what is sung about 
in that song M . I cannot say anything definite about the meaning 
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of the words in the time of the Rgwda, whether it meant only song 
at that time and whether the meaning of ultimate truth 11 was 
a later transformation at the time of the Upamfads. It is not at 
all impossible that the term Brahman meaning the “absolute 
truth” in the language of philosophy, was used in the 
Bgirdic poetry as a kind of song about that “truth”. But there is 
the difficulty that there is no instance of the word dearly meaning 
“truth” in the ftgvcda. 

In considering the meaning or the term Brahman in the 
ftgveda t we have to take note of two words more in the Vedic 
literature. There is the combination qf the word Brahman 
with words from the root Farf (to utter or to recite) oecuring 
many times in the Bgvtda, and there b the term Brahma-vmBn 
in the masculine and Brahmauadml in the feminine meaning 
“one who sings about Brahman* \ Here the connection of 
Brahman with “song about the ultimate truth" is quite clear, 
and later on the term BrafonatiSdin tame to mean some one who 
discourses on that “truth” (need not be in songs). 

37. Bui there b the other term Brahmaeffrin that occurs in the 
figoeda to designate a particular t)pe of person. In latex language, 
a Brahmac&m b one who studies the Vedas, In so far as the 
student marries after his term of study ^ Brahmacdfin came to mean 
tl a bachelor”, a “celeljaie”, and Brahmacarya meant <4 celehacy”j 
""abstinence from association with women”. There is only a 
single verse about a Brahmacdrin in the Rgitda } and thb verse 
b repeated in the Atfmvmeda* In the Atharvairda there are also 
tvvo poems about Brahmacarin* From the description, a Bmhmacirin 
must be one who leads a particular kind of lifc different from the 
normal,with peculiar costumes and with peculiar codes of conduct. 
Abstinence from association with women seems to have bren an 
obligation with them. There b reference to a process for 
crushing the sexual impulse in a Brahmocarin, in the Aihananda. 
He must be growing his hair and hb beard. They are 
the ascetics. 

28. He must have been styled a Brahmte&m in so Ihr as he 
lives {Conn) a life dedicated for the knowledge of Brahman , 
In this term, the clement Brahman can mean only the try tit 


THE ABSOLUTE 


165 

and not the song about that truth* It is for this reason that I 
suggested the meaning of "ultimate truth” for the word even 
in the Rgred a, so far as philosophical language is concerned ; 
in the language of poets* it meant only the song about that truth* 
2g. The word used in the Rgatda Tor the ultimate is Atman, Just 
as there is some doubt about the etymology and origins I meaning 
of the word Brahman, and different views have been put forth on 
the point by scholars, there is the same doubt and the same differ¬ 
ence of view regarding the etymology and the original meaning 
of the word Atman also. Many of the modem views that are 
expressed are as fanciful as the etymologies for words suggested 
by ancient commentators, if not more fanciful* I find that the 
word Atman must be related to the w ord Prana t both being derived 
from the root An (to breathe). In the poem about the condition 
of the world prior to diversification, there is the statement that 
the One T Ultimate Reality breathed without a breath of air. 
It is in that “One 7P that there arose a will which produced the 
diversification and differentiation in the Aljsohitc* That 
Absolute U of the nature or the essence of life, though there is no 
life-function in it. 

go. In the Upanifads there are various discussions recorded 
about the nature of that Ultimate* conducted by the various 
thinkers of the time in their own gardens among themselves or 
between the teacher and the disciple. There were also discussions 
conducted In the royal courts in the presence of kings w ho were 
as great thinkers as others. The nature of the Absolute and the why 
and the how of the change of that Absolute into the 
phenomena of the world : this is the topic of practically a]l 
the discussions. 

31. We experience many different objects in the world 
a nd we arc also able to recognise some grada i ion of fi ner and fi ner 
things constituting the world ; there is also the relation of 
cause and effect found coming within our experience 
in our normal life* They apply the ordinary terms that denote such 
a gradation and variation to express the gradations and varia¬ 
tions in the constitution of the world* When they use terms like 
the various sense-organs and the mind or when they use terms like 
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the various Elements, namely* Water, Fire, Air and Ether 
(Akaiti), they had in their mind certain aspects of the physical 
world ihat are finer and finer in the formation of the physical 
world. What we know as sense-organs and what we know as the 
Elements are all forms of the phsylcal world and it is not they which 
are really meant in the Upanifads by the terms that ordinarily 
denote such objects. This was the case in the JRgttdk terminology 
also* where the Atmosphere and the Heaven really meant liner 
and deeper aspects of the world and not the Atmosphere and the 
Sky that we see, 

3a. All these finer and finer aspects of the world arc only 
stages in the formation of the changing and moving world* 
and not one of them is the Absolute. The Absolute is not what 
can be known, what can be expressed in language* what can be 
communkated to another. The Absolute is what mmt be realised 
through direct vision, and the Absolute is not what is described 
in liter attire. The entire literature and the entire lore known to 
the people and studied by the people have reference only to 
aspects of the changing and the moving world and not to that 
Absolute. 

jj. There are references to various dLieipics who had studied 
everything that is found in literature, everything that is compre¬ 
hended within the schemes of normal study and the scope of 
understanding* and who yet did not know the Absolute. Even 
a Sage (£/i) like Naradu enumerates the various items of study 
that he had finished* and yet it is found that he did not really 
know. During the discussions, various thinkers try to explain 
their own views about the Absolute by going backward along 
a series of finer and finer objects, and yet even at the final end 
they find themselves only within the realm of the phenomenal 
world* and they are nowhere near the Absolute* nowhere within 
sight of the Absolute, 

34 + There Is practically nothing in the Ufumuads that fall outside 
of what has been said in the poem in the Rgitda about ihc condi¬ 
tion of the world prior to diversification ; in the Absolute there is 
neither a “Being** nor a “Non-being'* ■ there may be the *'Lile 
Essence'*, but no life-function* no breathing process* and 
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no distinction like death and immortality. Why and how did 
all this change come about ? That Absolute in the Ultimate 
stage—he alone can know the answer* and perhaps he too 
does not. We come only to a negative notion of what is positive 
in its nature. We do not know ; it is not this, it is not this* 

3,5. Then, is it a failure to know, ts it a surrender to despon¬ 
dency regarding an Absolute truth in the world of changes ? 

J he answer to this question given in the Up&nifflds is an absolute 
“No”. The world is posids'C both in its phenomenal nature 
and in its Absolute nature* We experience the world as positive 
and what is positive cannot go hack on a negative, on a void* 

1 lowcver back we go* we must be all through in the realm of a posi¬ 
tive truth. Wc experience ourselves also as a knowing agent and not 
as an ignorant existence. Tins also shows that however backw ards 
wc proceed regarding the nature ofour real being, we must always 
remain within the iralm of life and of knowing. A stage cannot 
come when life and know ing cease and when there is reached a 
condition of S4 deadi + \ It is an intellectual necessity that in both 
d i rec ti ons 3 whether we trace our life and ou r expen ence bacjtwards 
to its source or forwards 10 its uhimate evolution, the final end must 
be “life" and “knowing” and “positive existence”. Life cannot 
lead to death and knowing cannot lead to ignorance and existence 
cannot end in void* 

^6. This has been the experience of those who had developed 
the capacity to see “beyond f \ They had tried 10 express their 
knowledge in poetic language, and the bpan?s&ds presuppose 
such a poetic record as their basis. The poetry that the people ol 
the I'panisadic age were in possession of deal with only the changing 
world and not with the Absolute, and this limitation is a necessity, 
having regard to the nature of wliat can be the Absolute. II 
something can Jje expressed in language form and communicated 
to others, that Is no “Absolute”* Thus the Rgirdit' poetry has 
a value in understanding the nature of the Al^solute, and this 
value has its own limitations. 

37, The “beyond” cannot be learned on the authority of 
others, while others can show the way to that l>eyond t point out the 
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direction tnwareUiha; “beyond”. The poetry must be 

accepted as sign-posts at cross-roads and should not be treated 
as rest-houses where one can break his journey. We do not know 
how for the first time some one could find out the Path towards 
that “dark” region, from the ftgtida we know only this much 
that Varna had such a vision, and we have no information of the 
method of developing that power. He had many associates and 
they had instituted some system of rituals whereby they and 
those who came after were also able to reach that same be¬ 
yond”. Although the ritual may be some specific form, in essence 
it is the path of the movement of the Law of the world, based on 
the arch-type of the operation of that Law which started diversifi¬ 
cation in the world. 

38. Activities according to the Law of the world keeps one 
within the changing and moving phenomenal world. It is only by 
developing certain super-normal powers that one can understand 
the nature of the Absolute out of which the phenomenal world 
arose. That is why there n a distinction drawn between the fruits 
of active life according to the Law of ihe world and the fruits of 
such super-normal powers that can he developed. This docs 
not amount to any condemnation of the active life. What is 
condemned, if any condemnation is implied, is only the tendency 
to stop at the active life. The Vedic poetry shows that there is 
a “beyond”. The Vpanisads show that the “beyond” is something 
different from all' that we experience. There is absolute identity 
of purpose in both. The Ujwihads contain descriptions of rituals ; 
they allude to the literature relating to such rituals, cite from them 
as authority and expound the doctrines implied in such 
literature. 

39, The Upanijads cannot be understood unless we accept the 
texts as extensions and continuations of the ritualistic texts starting 
with the Rgttda and concluding with the Brikmegu, In the same 
way there are considerable portions in the Rgvrda that cannot be 
understood except as the sources of the Upanifads. Those who had 
learned the texts and who do not yet Anew the truth, approach 
those who are expected to have known, and ask them questions 
about the Absolute, and later they receive the illumination. 
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This is what we find in ihc case of DTrglia bunas. Both the doc¬ 
trines and ihc methods found in the Ufiamsads can be traced to the 
Rgvtda and must be so traced along a continuous line of develop¬ 
ment backwards. 

40+ f cannot say definitely whether in describing the Abso¬ 
lute as a combination of the three elements or Sal (Truth), CU 
(knowledge) and Ananda (Bliss), there is a hint that certain 
currents were visible In the history of Indian thought even at that 
time which went against such a doctrine* There developed 
in later times in India a view that the Absolute is a void (opposite 
of what is meant by Set or positive truth }, that what is called 
knowledge is only an accident, a series of momentary phenomena 
(the opposite of what is meant by the term Cii ) and that there is 
onl y suffering in the w orld (opposite of what is meant by Aim u£a)* 
That a positive reality* intelligence and bliss form the funda¬ 
mental in the world became an estalishcd doctrine in India, 
which doctrine had its origin even in the earliest stages of the 
Vedic period* It h this doctrine that has given a definite form 
to the philosophical thought of India* 



CHAPTER XII 

SANKHYA EVOLUTION OF MATTER 


u The basic principle in the Vedic philosophy about the 
world is that the world is a reality, that it has origi nated front a 
reality, that there is a design behind the change that has come 
over the unchanging* immutable source of this world* and that 
the real nature of the world is happiness. A certain view con¬ 
trary to this in all its aspects came into prominence at a later stage 
in the history 5 of Indian thought. It is very likely that such 
a view was also current in the earliest stages along with the views 
dial were accepted generally in the Vedic times as the true 
nature of the world. This latter view, which goes contrary to 
the Vedic thought, is generally associated with Buddha who is 
usually presented as an opponent or and a rebel against the 
Vedic traditions. 

3. The most wc can say is that while what is contained in 
the Vedic literature is an authentic record of the thoughts of the 
times, as for the T^i(akas t the Buddhistic scripture in Pali, 
*hfre views set forth in them, if not the actual doctrine taught by 
Buddha himself, are yet the nearest approximation to it we 
possess.” We do not have any authentic contemporary records 
about Buddha and his teachings. But l am satisfied that the 
verses that contain certain bask teachings, can be assigned to 
Buddha himself, wldle many of the stories and many of the discus¬ 
sions recorded in the Tipiiakas may be only reports and traditions 
a!*out him, I do not propose to say anything about the language 
in which Buddha gave his teachings. If the Pali texts do not 
contain his exact words* they contain at least a faithful rendering 
in Pali of what he w r ould have spoken. He must have put 
the essence of his teaching, after some discussion or discourse, 
in the form a metrical passage and such passages must, in many 
cases, have been preserved faithfully, 

3. “While the Pall phakas may be sulistant rally identical with 
the teaching of Buddha, in the Qtitsiiom of Mifinda, we seem to 
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jjet a more negative interpretation of the Buddhist teaching. 

We shall not ignore this positi on. And the views which came into 
conflict with the doctrines advocated in the Vedie systems of 
philosophy in India are the views found in the Qtustions of Mi&idm 
and their subscc|uttit developments. There has been no conflict 
between the teachings of Buddha and the Vedie doctrines* 

4. The chief points of conflict between the doctrines of 
Buddhist philosophy and theVedic thoughts may be summarised 
as follows 

1 „ Vedie thought : The world is real both in its phenomenal 
and in its absolute states. 

Buddhist doctrine : The world h only an appearance* 
and in the abosolute nature it is a void* 

2+ Vedie thought : 1 here is a permanent clement in the 
world. 

Buddhist doctrine : Every thing is momentary, even if 
the world is positive in its nature. (The real 
Buddhist doctrine is that it is only an appearance 
oF a void)* 

3* Vedie thought : There is an eternal Law operating in 
the world both in origin and in progression. 

Buddhist doctrine : The Law was for the first time set 
in motion by Buddha \l)k<Trmo^€okfo-pTauarliitui)^ 

4. Vedie thought * No one can know the whole Law, no 
one is Omniscient, no one can know the whole truth 
[Mimamsd) ; or all are potential Onmiscienls 
(other schools)* 

Buddhist Doctrine : Only Buddha is Omniscient* In the 
ease of others, their knowledge is in itself invalid. 
There is not a single view advocated in Buddhist philosophy 
that really represents the original teaching of Buddha* and there 
is not a single view advocated in the Vedie systems that goes 
against the original teachings of Buddha. 

5* Buddha certainly taught a philosophy of suffering, as con¬ 
tained in hb Four-fold Truths. Wc do not find such a categorical 
statement about the nature of the world being suffering, in the 
Vedie literature* But we must realise that the second of the four 
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truths actually states that what is known as suffering U not a 
nature of the world or of life in the world, but only art accident ; 
it is something that lias a beginning and what has ail origination 
is not a nature* This accident of suffering in life can l>c termi¬ 
nated by discipline, and the essence of that discipline is the nr^ 
toral ion of life to its true nature of "righteousness*‘ (Sammd), 
This is the Vedie position, that A&amda (Bliss) shines when there 
is right knowledge* There came alx>tit a shift in emphasis* 
The emphasis was shifted from right knowledge as found in the 
Vedie thought T to the termination of suffering as is taught in 
Buddhist systems- 

6 . The Sinkkva system of philosophy has accepted this cliangcd 
position and starts with the problem of suffering in the world. 
The Toga system* which In essence is not different from thr 
Sdiikhya system, also accepts this prominent place assigned to the 
problem of suffering in life, in philosophy. The stand-point of 
the Sdnldija system lias already be explained in an earlier section. 
To die Toga system, the purpose is to arrest the fluctuating func¬ 
tions of the internal organ* which is of the nature of suffering in 
life. 

7 + The Absolute nature of the world is the combination of 
Sal (Truth) and CU (Knowledge) and Aaanda (Bliss), and the 
knowledge of truth h Bliss. Mow are we to know ? What Ls 
that truth? Thr Sdakhja system presents the Yodic view in a 
particular way. It b not a question of making an nseftkn 
that such and such a view is found in the Vedie texts and that the 
truth must be that. The truth is presented in a way that would 
take into consideration die conditions of the times, in relation to 
the environment. The nature of the world, its origination and 
its evolution are accepted in other systems of thought as well* 
with modifications and adjustments. 

8 . We are positive, eternal entities. We live in a world that 
is positive. Thb world has originated from a positive Absolute. 
Thb b the point that is taken up as soon as die modes of knowing 
arc disposed of. These modes have already been presented in 
an earlier part of this hook. There are two questions that have 
in be considered* Is there an absolute source for this world ? 
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What is the nature of that source f is it a positive reality or a nega- 
live void ? There is also the question why, if there is such a 
primary source, it is not known* 

9, That a thing b not known is no ground for denying its exis¬ 
tence, In our ordinary life we know or many eases where a thing 
is there, which is not found to come within our knowledge; there 
arc conditions that limit our powers of know ing* The point has 
already been considered* Tlie Absolute does not come within 
the sphere of our comprehension for the reason that the Absolute 
Is too fine, too subtle for our powers of knowing ; otherwise it 
is not an Absolute. 

10. What is this subtlety (Savksnrpa) ? We can investigate tlie 
facts of the world. There arc many facts for comparison with 
varying degrees of differentiation. But the differentiation becomes 
lesser and lesser when we go from effect 10 cause in a series* 
We can have a black jar and a red jar and jars of other colours. 
We have various Linds of jars differing in size, in shape etc. 
But as jar, they are uniform, and the differentiation thus gets 
narrowed down. Then there arc surious things, besides jar^ 
that are made of clay. When we reach the stage of clay in our 
investigation of the nature of things, there is in this way a further 
reduction of the differentiation* The clay is made up of an in¬ 
finite number of particles, each particle being tangible* But it 
(Jie particles arc divided into smaller particles, a slage must come 
when they cease to he particles. We call a thing a particle 
when it has a size, a shape, a structure etc. In the process o| 
division, a stage must come when the last particle must lose it> 
size and shape and structure* A process of division can be 
carried on only so long as ske t form and structure persist. Il 
they persist always, then there can lie no end co a process of such 
a division. But there must be such an end. What is indivisible 
is what b indistinguishable. What enables distinguishing a 
thing is such a speciality like size and shape and structure, 
So, through the process of reasoning we arrive at a stage in the 
process of reducing the effects into their causes, when the cause 
cannot be further reduced into its cause. It has Ixren found 
that when we proceed from cause to effect, there is an elimination 
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or specialities A process of eliminations must end in a zero. 
A process of division can never end in a zero. Joining the two 
together, we arrive at the position that matter persists with all 
its specialities ended. That is the stage when investigation also 
finds its stop. That is what is meant by Subtdtty [SQtfkpnjG )* 

11, The acceptance of such an Absolute cause for the differenti- 
ated world is necessitated by "Reason* 1 , by the very nature of the 
effects that wc experience, Such effects that we experience 
have specialities, are within differentiation. Without specialities 
and differentiations K there can be no investigation into a problem. 
There must also be the differentiation between the "Subject” and 
I he “Object”, Both the “subject 1 * that can investigate and the 
objects that are to be investigated, are effects after differentiation. 
On this account also, investigation into the problem of the Abso¬ 
lute is a contradiction in terms. Such an investigation falls outside 
the sphere of reason. We arrive only at a general notion of an 
Atwolutc, The true nature of that Absolute is outside the scope 
of reason, and it must come within another mode of knowing, 
transcending reason. It is this mode that is designated 
“Scriptural Authority” (Jgflmtf). The nature of this mode is 
not what can be expressed as, "It b said so in scripture, and it must 
lie accepted.” It is a transcendental mode of direct experience of 
the Absolute in its absolute nature, not as specified by limitations 
brought about through differentiations. Even the question 
whether such a direct experience is possible falls outside the 
scope of investigation through reason, Reliable persons 
record such facts, and wc cannot question it. We need not also 
accept it in a blind way, 

j 2, The point that wc do not know of such a mode and that 
the Absolute docs not fall within the scope of modes of knowing 
that we know of, does not warrant the denial of such an Absolute* 
Reason warrants and even necessitates the acceptance of 
such an Absolute. It is in this way that the text on Sankhya 
states ; 

The aljscncc of cognition thereof (of the Absolute Cause) 
is due to the subtlety (Sauksmya) of that cause, and not 
due to its non-existence, because we can arrive at such a 
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thing from the nature of the effects (that come within 
our experience )* 

In this way there is an establishment or the experienced world 
as being the effect of an Absolute cause. 

13, What arc the effects of that Absolute cause and how do we 
arrive at such an Absolute cause from those effects through a 
process of reasoning ? The effects arc categories starting with 
the ""Great” (Mahal), They will be explained in detail later. 
The process or arriving at such an Absolute is based on the nature 
of the elThcts* which are partly similar and partly dissimilar to 
their respective causes. The effects contain elements that are 
similar to one another as in the case of a jar and a piece of wood 
being both solid, and the cause of both are also solid in nature. 
But there is a distinction also between a solid as a solid and 
a solid as a jar, in so far as a jar contains features that are not seen 
in other solids. In this process of going back from the most 
differentiated effects backwards through the chain oi cause 
and effect „ there is an elimination of dissimilarities, and a stage 
must come when dissimilarities disappear and when there 
remains only a uniform. That is what is meant by an Absolute. 
So it is said : 

And that effect is the aggregate of what starts with 
the “Great” (AfrAat), which are similar and dissimilar to 
the cause. The catisc unifies the effects and the effects diffe¬ 
rentiate the cause. When in this chain of cause and effect 
we arrive at a stage where there is no further stagr of 
another cause, there is only a uniform without any 
differentiation. 

[4. We know' the effect as what is differentiated. When 
through any process of reasoning we arrive at a stage at which 
differentiation vanishes, does it not amount to a cessation of 
a positive reality ? Does it not come to the acceptance of a void 
as the Absolute ? When there is no differentia lion which 
alone warrants the acceptance uf a positive reality, how can we 
main Lain that even at that stage* the positive nature continues P 
It Ls this point that h next taken tip in the Sankfoa text. 

15* A cause is w hat produces. What is nut, cannot be w hat 
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can do anything. To say that it produces while it itself is not, is 
a contradiction. When we say "it”, we mean that “it is”. What 
is it that produces? It must be something that "is”. WTiat 
"is not” cannot be something, A positive effect always necessi¬ 
tates the acceptance of a positive cause for its coming into being, 

16. Whrn wc wan t a positive effect vve take up something posi¬ 
tive for producing that affect out of that. We never take up a nega^ 
lion and produce a positive effect out of it. This b whai wc all 
experience. We cannot reason along channels that run absolutely 
counter to our experience. Ultimately every argument 
must conform to our experiences, The cause must also be the 
effect without the differentiation as effect. It is not enough 
if we take up any positive thing for producing some positive 
effect ; the effect must be in that cause already in an undifferen¬ 
tiated condition. A positive effect is only a positive cause with 
additional differentia dons brought into it, 

17. li h not possible for any effect to he produced from any 
cause. In our experience we find that only particular causes 
produce particular effects, not that every thing is produced 
from everything. Such a regulation that only particular causes 
can produce only particular effects can be explained only on 
1 he postulation that the effect is contained in the cause. It 
k the presence of the effect in the cause that regulates the relation 
of cause and affect. 

18. The cause possesses an "efficiency to produce”, and the 
effect is restricted by a "possibility to lx: produced”. A cause can 
produce an effect only if there ii such a relation between them, 
Such an efficiency in the cause and such a possibility indie 
effect indicate that there is a design and a plan in the formation 
of the diversified world, both in the origination and in the pro¬ 
gression of the diversification. Really, it is not a case of a new 
specification, a new differentiation being produced in the cause 
for the production of an effect. The differentiation must already 
liave been there. What happens is that there is the manifestation of 
such a differentiation when there Is the effect produced, and the 
differentiation disappears when the effect is reduced hack to the 
cause. It is regulated in the original diversification that only 
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such and such a diversified Tact can be further diversified into 
such and such effects* Thus the differentiation as an efficiency 
in cause and a possibility in effect, is already there. The only 
difference is m the manifestation and operation of the efficiency 
and of the possibility and in the disappearance or such an effici¬ 
ency and possibility* There is no produedon and destruction of 
such an efficiency and possibility* 

i^ P We never produce an effect that is absolutely different 
from the nature of the cause. Some aspect of the nature of the 
cause is maintained in the effect. On account of such a simi¬ 
larity between the cause and the effect* we have to accept that the 
effect must have existed in the cause in some form. 

so + Tt is for these reasons that there was the statement in the 
Sdtilkpi text that the effect is similar and dissimilar to the cause. 
The effect was already there in the cause. There is no produc¬ 
tion, no of an effect. All is eternally there. There may 

be a manifestation and a disappearance. About such an exis¬ 
tence of the effect in the cause, the S&nkfya text says % 

The effect because what “is not'" cannot produce, 

because we take up particular materials as cause, because 
everything is not produced [from everything), because 
what has the efficiency produces what has the 
possibility (and) because there is the nature of the cause 
(in the effect)* 

Since the effect “b 71 and since the effect was in the cause, the 
cause also “is”. Therefore, on account of the disappearance 
of specialities we cannot say that the Ultimate stage Is the dis* 
appearance of a positive nature. What is called the Ultimate 
cause is not really Absolute in the sense that there are no 
differentiations; it b Ultimate only to the extent tbit the efficiency 
for differentiation is not manifest in the Ultimate stage. The 
entire differentiation is potentially a positive reality in the Ul¬ 
timate cause, in its absolute condition, which too b positive in 
spite or the disappearance of specifications. 

21. The entire phenomena of the world fall under three cate¬ 
gories* One category b the Absolute, and the phenomenal world 
comes under two groups. If the Absolute b taken to remain in the 
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lowest lcvcl> the phenomenal world can also be divided into two 
upper levels, the low er being an cvolute from one group and also 
the source for the evolution of another group and the higher level 
containing groups that are only evolutes without giving rise to 
another group. 

22. The Absolute is what is called the Absolute Matter or 
the primal material cause of the evolved world. From that the 
first evolute is called the Great [Mahat) f which is the Will or 
the Intellect- This is the Absolute Subject ; but there cannot 
be a Subject without a Subject-object differentiation. In its 
absolute condition, it is just the Will. But in its condition of 
being the Subject In relation to an Object, Li is called the“Egu*\ 
“the I-ness” (Ahankara), There are also the objects of this 
subject divided into five groups which give rise to the 
material world constituted of the “Five Elements™. These five 
absolute form* of matter, not as manifest, but in their own nature, 
are termed die “Tiling in Itself™ (Tanmdira). They are 
modifications of the I-ncss + In this way we get seven groups 
which, being produced from another group, give rise to another 
group- They form the middle level, 

23. The Subject-object relation requires some function and 
some object. If there is only an absolute subject and the 
absolute objects T there would bean eternal knowing, which is not 
a function but a presence. A function implies a Functionary 
also. There is one such functionary which functions inside* 
close to the “Greal fT and the “I-ncss”, being an intermediary 
between the external objects and the externa] functionaries, 
on one side and the internal fimtrlloriaricsj namely the I-ncss 
and the Inteflect on the other side* This is termed the “Mind” 
(Mams). Mind is a material object and a functionary ; it is 
not merely a function. But this mind does not give rise to anohtcr 
group of objects. Then there are the five functionaries corres¬ 
ponding to the five kinds of “Thing in Itself™. They are called 
the five sense organs- Again in the body there are certain or¬ 
ganic functions ; they are the function of moving other objects* 
moving itself, excretion of unwanted matter from the body* 
certain glands that emit fluids to bring about various physiological 
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purposes ; there are also organs that produce the phenomenon 
of sound, within the body. In this way there arc eleven func¬ 
tionaries including the mind. They are ail evolutes from the 
I-ness. Not one of them can give rise to another group of things. 

24. Further there are the “Five Elements” evolved from the 
five-fold “Thing in Itself” ; the “Elements” themselves do not 
give rise to another group of material phenomena. It is true 
that within the “Five Elements” there are distinctions like the 
original matter and its effect like gold and the ornaments* or 
clay and a jar. Bui they do not form separate groups of 
phenomena. 

25, In this way, the whole world is first divided into the 
Absolute and the phenomenal. The phenomenal part of the 
world consists of a Subjective phenomena and an Objective 
phenomena. In each of them there arc basic stages evolved 
from a yet lower stage and the evolutes from such basic Jacts 
which do not themselves evolve into the other groups. It is 
in this way that the world is divided into three groups, 

ah. But how does the Evolution take place ? How is it directed 
and regulated ? In order to explain this aspect of the world* 
there is postulated another factor in the world called the pure 
Intelligence. Within the material phenomena there is the 
Subject aspect that is intelligent* but that is not “Intelligence". 
The Intelligence is other than what has that Intelligence* what is 
intelligent. This Intelligence is neither an cvolute nor the 
material source of any evol ution* This is a fourth category. 

The whole division may be represented as follows : 

i- The unchangeable 

a. What can change into another* but not itself a change 
from another 

3- What can change into another and what is itself a 
change from another. 

4, What cannot change into another while it is a change 
from another. 

This is the broadest division of the world into parts, 
A more logical division will be. 

I, The Unchangeable 
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i« The fundamental 

II. The changeable 

2* The Evolutes. 

a. The basic 

b. The products from the basic. 
It is this classification that is given in the Stfnkkya text as : 

The fundamental matter is not an evolute ;; there are 
the seven starting with the “Great” that are both basic 
as well as evolutes ; but the sixteen are only evolutcs. The 
Ferson (Intelligence) is neither a basis [for evolution) 
or an evolute. 

Perhaps from the point of view of modern physics, psychology 
and physiology, this may seem crude and clumsy# It is better that 
we understand than that v.c should sit in judgement at this stage. 

27. The nature of the evolutes* w hat is within our investiga¬ 
tion * what comes within the sphere of our intellectual and physical 
activities„ whal is tangible, in contrast to the fundamental, which 
Is beyond the scope of our direct investigation* is given as ' 

The manifest is caused h non-eternal, limited, function¬ 
ing, manifold, supported, indicatory., divisible and depe¬ 
nding on another ; the unmanifest is the opposite. 

Here a distinction is drawn between the Absolute* the unmantfest 
matter and the evolved matter. 

2S. There are three aspects of the evolved matter that may 
require some explanation ; others are self-explanatory. There 
arc two terms used here, “Supported” (AVita) and “Depending 
on another” (PsTOtertra). There is also the term “Indicatory” 
{Linga), that is, a “Mark”. The hist two terms do not seem 
to have any distinct connotations ; they appear to mean more 
or less the same. The third term is not clear and not at all self- 
explanatory. The commentators also do not help us much in 
understanding the exact significations and purposes of the terms. 

29. What is supported is what depends on another; a support¬ 
ed thing depends on the support. My own view b that what is 
“Supported” is what originates from another, and refers to 
the individual phenomenon, being supported on another. What 
is 4+ depcnding on another” has reference to the entire aggregate 


EVOLUTION OF MATTER 


181 

of the solved world, which Ls dependent on the Absolute matter* 
The former term refers lo mutual dependence within evolution 
and the latter refers to the evolution as a whole and its dependence 
on the Absolute matter. No individual fact within evolution 
can stand by itself* since it has to be supported on another. And 
the whole evolution depends [Tantra) on another that is 

outside of the evolutionary process, 

30. The individual facts of the evolution and the whole of 
the evolution help us in inferring the Absolute matter, which 
is itself outside the sphere of our direct investigation. But the 
Absolute matter* being beyond the scope of our investigation, 
does not form the basis for inferring any other reality in the world. 
The question may arise whether the Absolute matter is not the 
ljusis for the inference of the “Intelligence” and whether as such 
that too is not “indicator”. This b the difficulty or the commen¬ 
tators. So they give some fanciful etymology for the word l 'Li 

f irtdi catorv) ; deriving it from the root Li (to dissolve) and assign¬ 
ing to it the meaning of “what dissolves intoils own cause”. Ihe 
real position seems to be that what forms the basb for the inference 
of the “Intelligence 1 * h not the Absolute matter* but only the 
phenomenal world. The process is not that at first the Alnolute 
matter is inferred from the phenomenal world and that after 
this* the “Intelligence” h inferred with that Absolute as the 
“Mark”* The Absolute, being an Absolute, is beyond the sphere 
of our investigation* and as such it cannot serve as a “Mark 
for the inference of another. We infer the ^Intelligence from 
the phenomenal world and we also infer the Absolute from the 
same phenomenal world, as the “Mark”, li the phenomena! 
world is a diversification of a uniform, the question arises why such 
a diversification takes place at all ; and to answer this question* 
we postulate the “Intelligence”. 

31. There are various aspects in which both the absolute matter 
and the phenomenal world are similar to each other. Both 
are composed of the three constitutents (being material, function¬ 
ing and insentient}* Both are devoid of discrimination. Both 
are objects in their absolute stage, being the object in relation to 
the “Intelligence”* Both are common as objects to all the in- 
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finite “Intelligences". They are not sentient in themselves, 
the sentience being a reflection from the “Intelligence”. Both 
are capable of producing evolution. 

32. In our experience* we find that everything has an opposite. 
We do not get at an absolute contrast between the fundamental 
aspect and the evolved aspect of matter. If we had been able 
to bring about such a sharp contrast between the two, there 
would have been an endfor all our difficulties. But in spite of the 
differences drawn between the Abslute matter on one side and 
the evolved phenomena on the other* there are many aspects in 
which they are similar to each other. And for this reason, 
we have to postulate a category in the world which is absolutely 
different from both of them, and that is the “'Person" (P™), 
the “Intelligence"* 

33. The world is a material reality. Within this reality there is 
a distinction between the phenomena and the Absolute* Perhaps 
there has never been a system of thinking in the world at any time 
or in any country where some such division has not been 
attempted p Besides the world as a reality, there is the (act that the 
world as a reality is known as such. This brings in an element 
different from the world itself, the clement of knowing the world. 
That means that there is a distinction between the objective world 
and the subjective knower. Thus the world is a subject-object 
combination. The mystery k about this factor namely that of 
the subject* 

34. The Sankhja system accepts the whole world of the sub¬ 
ject object combination as a complete materialistic reality. In 
what is called the Matter, there are three constituents, called 
by the technical term of Gima. The meaning of the word China is 
‘Thread 1 *. A thread is composed of the smaller fibres that are 
twined together. But in the Sdnkkya philosophy* such constituent 
fibres which, when twined, form the “Thread”, is itself called 
a Guna (thread) ■ Matter is made up of three such constituent 
parts, called SalUa, Rajas and Tamos. Saliva is M the nature of 
being existent”, and in the Sdnkhya terminology, it is more the 
awareness of the existence that is expressed by this term. Rajas 
ts the dement of movement and change. Tamos, meaning 
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“darkness”, is in the Sankkja terminology, the material aspect 
of Matter. The world contains Matter that is turning and 
changing and that is known in that way. Thus* the subject 
clement is within the material world, and it is not something out- 
side* The Sankhya text says ! 

The three constituents are of the nature of contentment, 
discontent and sullenness, bringing about illumination, 
activity and intertia, and operating in mutual conflict, 
mutual support, mutual generation, and mutual co¬ 
exist cnee* 

Here contentment and illumination are the nature or the Sattva 
element ; discontent and activity are the nature of the Rajas 
element ; and suUenrtess and inertia are the nature of the Tamm 
element. These two sets relate to the subjective and the 
objective side of the world T respectively. Contentinent implies 
correct knowledge and discontent means doubt and other aspects 
of subjective activity. Sullenness is ignorance and indifference. 
On the objective side, there is the aspect of being clearly known, 
manifestation, the aspect of movement and change, and the aspect 
oE materiality or mass that resists movement. The content men t 
aspect of the subject and the illumination aspect of the object 
satisfy the needs of a subject-object relation, and what is called 
^know ing 111 is nothing but a material phenomenon- Thus matter 
explains everything in the world! and there is no need to postulate 
another category called the Spirit, call it Pmtsa or Atman. 

35. It is at this stage that the need for the postulation of 
something that is absolutely different from everything that is 
experienced in the world has been introduced, whereby what is 
called “Intelligence” ( Puntsa) is inferred, to satisfy this need. If 
such a contrast could be drawn between the phenomenal world 
and the Absolute cause of that phenomenal world, we could have 
stopped at that stage. But there are many aspects in w hich there 
are similarities between the phenomena on one side and the Abso 
lute on the other side, in spite of their mutual differences in other 
aspects. On account of this similarity, there is the need to 
postulate a category that is absolutely different from both of them, 

36. Besides such an abstract necessity, which in itself is not a 
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sufficient ground for the postulation of what is not known, 

there must he other reasons for establishing a category outside 
the material content of the world* It can as well be that the 
abstract need is a hallucination, malting the extension of the 
generalisation unwarranted. In our experience, everything is 
found to have some opposite, but this may be a feature confined 
to the individual Tacts and shall not be extended to the world as a 
w'holc, taken as a unit. So, other facts of experience arc also 
brought in to show that we have to assume something outside of 
the material part of the world which is divided into the Absotute 
and the phenomenal. 

37. In our actual experience, wc find the three constituents in 
a state of flux ; they are in mutual conflict, one overcoming 
another, or they depend on each other, or one gives rise to the 
other or they exist in co-ordination. But In the Absolute state 
of Matter, they must be in a state of equipoise in such a way 
that they are not recognised as three separate constituents. There 
must have been an initial disturbance in what was in equipoise ; 
there must have been a first movement and a first change in 
what was still and immutable. How did it arise ? 

38. The three constituents forming matter in its absolute state 
on the basis of equipoise, lost their positions and got entangled 
in each other. In themselves they could have remained in their 
respective places and in their respective conditions. If there 
had lieen a disturbance, that has to be explained through some 
external factor. 

jg. Wc do not find a disturbance to a position in the case of 
any factor unless there is some purpose for the disturbance. If there 
is a design and a plan, every event within the design and plan 
should be purposive. Either we Itave to admit that there is no 
design and plan behind the evolution of matter to form the world, 
or if there is a design, we have to accept a purpose for the events 
in the plan. That purpose must be external to the factors cons¬ 
tituting the event. Thus, if a potter makes a jar or a weaver makes 
a cloth or a carpenter makes a furniture, there is the purpose in 
the person who will use such things. Wc cannot say that the 
purpose is within the factors constituting the events, namely, 
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the agent and the materials used for making the articles. In the 
ease of the evolution of the world as a whole, such a purpose must 
be sought with reference to some factor outside of the material 
constituents of ihe world. It is such a factor that is accepted as the 
Fxmtfa* the Person, the Spirit, distinct front matter {consisting 
of the three elements of Subject, Motion and Material]. And 
that factor must be aljsolutcly different from all attributes and 
nature of the material world. 

4O1 fn our experience, we find that unless there is an agent 
to operate, there is no movement in the materials. It is the asso¬ 
ciation of materials that results in the production of an effect ; 
but such a mutual association, such a mutual combination and 
co-ordination does not come into* being by itslef. Thus a lump of 
clay cannot get on to the wheel, and the wheel cannot rotate 
and the clay cannot convert itself into a specific shape, unless 
there is the potter. This applies to the production nf a doth or a 
furniture or any event in the tvorld- Even what is termed an 
automatic machine is not absolutely automatic- It is onEy when 
the machine is set to some adjustment that it begins to work. 
In the case of a potter or a weaver or a carpenter, the operation 
of the agent must be continuous, and when that operation stops, 
the production of the material also stops. But in the case ol a 
clock or an apparatus in a matcriologieal station the apparatus 
continues to work even when the hand of the first operator is with¬ 
drawn. But there must be the fin* operator who had made the 
initial adjustment. In the case of the whole world also, 
there must l*e some such agent to whom roust be ascribed the 
fjrst adjustment for the evolution process to start; it may be that 
when the evolution starts* the further processes may continue 
even if the first agent remains inactive after such initial 
stimulus. Such an original agent lor the start of the evolution 
proccs is the Furu $<1 or the Person or the Spirit- 

41. In relation to all the events and all the factors in the 
world* the individuals have a feeling that he is the expenenccr. 
The experiencer must be different from the experienced object. 
The Subject must be different From the Object. Therefore 
with reference to the entire material * objective world there must 
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be some Subject who is the experiencer of the world* %vhich is the 
Object. 

42* But do all these facts of our experience warrant the exten¬ 
sion of such a relation to outside the totality of the world? What 
h found within the world of experience is different from what 
falls outside the world of experience. From within experience 
we arc inferring that there is something outside that experience. 
Even within experience there are cases where the relations do not 
exist. A person can make a thing Tor himself and he also falls 
within the process of the production. If within the world 
A implies a non-A* does it mean that the whole world implies 
something other than the world ? It is the limitation of what we 
designate A that implies a non-A ; what we designate the 
“whole world** implies an absence of limitation, and excludes the 
possibility ofsomething other dvan it. Sometimes the experiencer 
is also the Object of the experiencer himself as the 5 ttbjce\ 
If I am happy over my own success„ “I” qualified with £l Succss 3 
become the Object of my experience of happiness, 

43„ Further, the constitution of the world as made up of the 
three elements of Subject, Activity and Matter can explain every - 
tiring. The coaisritutenL of Sattua, the Subject, can satisfy everything 
that has 1 jeers presented as the ground lor the postulation of an 
extra Pumsa or Person or Spirit ; w hat h required Is that in the 
matter of evolution there must be a design and a plan, and a design 
or plan implies the presence of intelligence that settles the law 
and order in die pickets of the evolution. If that is accepted 
as a constituent of the world, in the form of the Salim or Subject 
tn the constitution of the world, every requirement is satisfied 
to explain the first start of evolution and also the orderly progress- 
ion in the process of evolution. 

44. There is still another factor m our experience. We 
hear about the activities of people directed towards the goal of 
^Release” {Kowaiya). Kawalja means “10 be by itself rj Free from 
any entanglement in a foreign material. If the activities within 
the scheme of the world has as its goal a certain Isolation, a state 
of “being by itself"there must be a freedom for something from 
something else* There must be, for this process, a certain duality 
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of the world and the non-world. If there is only the world, what 
is Kaicalya or isolation or the state of being by itself U already 
there for the world- 

45. Where does this doctrine of working for Katvatya (Release) 
comcin? Itisnot through reason! ng that such a destiny Tor man 
kept as a goal in his activities, can be established. It is "that is 
found in religion, may be certain higher aspects of religion. 
Here wc mist revert to the modes of knowing that are accepted 
in the Sdnkhya system. IT there arc factors in the world that 
transcend direct experience and reasoning, such factors fall within 

the sphere ofthe testimony orreliable persons and of the authority 

of scripture. 

46. If wc accept a goal called moksa (release), then there must 
1 jc some factor that b as to Ijc released, the world being the bondage 
from which such a release is sought. The acceptance of 
that goal h dependent on the acceptance of religious doctrines. 
It is not a part of philosophy. All that the Sinkhja system admits 
is that if on the basts of religions doctrines, such a Purus* 
or Person or Spirit is accepted distinct from the world* then they 
are prepared to roicede that our experience is not against such 
a doctrine and that ihere is no objection to the recognition of a 
Spirit distinct from the world. But from the strict rational 
stand-point, the material world contains everything that can 
satisfy all our rational needs. 

47. Just as the person who may make use of ajar ora doth 
or a piece of furniture has no place in the process of the production 
of the jar or the cloth or the piece of furniture, the Spirit has no 
place in the world process. His position in the world is just that 
of a possible purchaser for the commodity that is produced 
in a factory. Without such a possible future purchaser there 
would have been no production. 

48. The entire world forms purely a material phenomenon, a 
process within matter* The active agents* the experiences and 
the objects or activity and experience^ at) become a unit as an 
evolution of matter within matter. The whole position would 
have been quite satisfactory if the philosopher could stop at 
that point* But difficulties arise on account of the assumption 
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of an external factor called a Spirit. This aspect has not been 
ignored by the writers and exponents of the system. 

49, Such a Spirit can be recognised only to explain the beginn¬ 
ing and the goal of the world process. He has no place after the 
beginning and prior to the goal, during the world process. If a 
goal is accepted* there must also be the recognition of a beginn¬ 
ing, which too must be absolute like the goal dial is recognised. 
If Matter in the state of a uniform is there and if the Spirit is 
also there, was there a time when there was no diversified world ? 
What is it that is at die basis of the first urge wliich the Spirit 
gave the uniform Matter to diversify ? We have to accept a 
third factor in the form of the cause for this urge from the Spirit 
which Matter received for diversification, The only way in 
w hich we cun escape from this difficulty is to accept that there 
was no time when the Matter was entirely and absolutely 
uniform. There no absolute beginning for this world process - 
That leads us to the rather irrational position of accepting an 
end to what has no beginning, a release, an isolation for what 
was always in bondage, in entanglement. If die re had been a prior 
stage of such isolation and freedom for the Spirit before the world 
process started, there is the future possibility of die world process 
starting even in respect of a Spirit tliat has been isolated, 
released. 

50. The religious doctrine of a “Release” demands the recog¬ 
nition of some element that is outside of the world process. And 
this .demands that what has no beginning has an end and that 
where ihere h an end* there will be no new beginning. If there 
had been a prior state of freedom from entanglements Tor the 
Spirit, there would liave been no beginning for an entanglement, 
and if there had been no beginning, that means that by nature 
such an extra-world entity is entangled. And something 
cannot be released from what is its nature* If tliat be not 
its nature* them should have been a prior state of freedom 
from entanglement, a state of isolation. What was free by nature 
can get entangled and even after ^Release” the Spirit mav again 
get entangled. So, the SdnkJija system has to postulate that 
there has been no real entanglement for the Spirit. The Spirit 
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was always in a state of isolation, continued to be so and will 
ever remain in that state of release. 

51* If the religious doctrine of a “Final Release had not been 
admitted Into the system, all the problems would have had an 
easy - solution* There is a world process. There are three 
factors involved in this process. There is the Subject or the 
Intelligence or the Sentience j there is the activity and there 
h the matter also* There was no beginning for this world 
process. There will be no end. The design and the plan, the 
law and order within the world, is established by the presence 
of the Sftiltfi Coitttkuentj the element ol the Subject, the Intelli¬ 
gence, the Sentience* There is only Matter with its three-fold 
constituents. The world Is a reality without a beginning or 
an end. The exotic ekmeni of ilMsa (Release) which is a reli¬ 
gious doctrine, brought in an itspcct that limits the rationalism 
of the system. Vet, ultimately the system accepts only the 
material world while it just IvUraLts ihe Spirit. 

52. The Stinkfi}'& system continues and maintains ihe \edic 
Spirit of realism and rationalism* But the system has to take 
note of the change in time and the change in the beliefs 
of ihe people. If it ignored such a change, there would have 
been a break up to their spirit of realism* The purpose oi the 
system is to explain the nature of the world, and if what h real 
in the environment is ignored, that will be ignoring the nature 
of the w orld also. 

53. In the Vedic times, there had been no notion of the world 
being the seat of suEeKng and there u r as no eagerness lor man to 
escape from the world, A belief in the nature of the world 
being suffering is a later ingredient in the thoughts of India. 
IT there Usuflerlngj there must be an end to suffering and there 
must be some method For bringing about such an end of suffering* 
The end of suffering is what is called Alaksa (Release). 

54. What is the nature of that stale of Release from suffering ? 
Is it a complete void ? If there Is suffering] and if there Is re¬ 
lease from suffering, there must be some positive entity that h 
released* It cannot be a void being released from a void to get in¬ 
to a state of void. Such a position b absolutely irrational* 
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The belief in sin and consequent suffering and bier release, all 
exotic to the true Vedic thought, b incorporated into the Vedic 
ways of thinking, and there is a new presentation of the nature 
of the world. The Release must be for some positive entity. 
There cannot be a first entanglement of this entity in this world of 
suffering* and so suffering as a feature in that external entity must 
be an error,, a delusion, an aspect of nescience. The world from 
which that entity is released is also a positive reality. 

55* In bringing about such an illusory entanglement for the 
Spirit in the world, there is no God as an agent; so in effecting 
the release also* God has no place or function. In between 
the two extremes* during the course of the world process also^ 
God has no place. What is brought about from within and what 
is terminated from within, can also proceed and operate from 
within. A material world with sin and suffering and a Spirit 
got entangled in it and a Release for the Spirit from the world 
can be accommodated into the Vedic system as expounded and as 
presented in die Sdnkhya system to suit the new environments. 

56, But Indian genius can never surrender to a God. In this 
way* while there is a compromise on the question of Spirit and hb 
Release from entanglements in a world of suffering, there is a 
positive refusal to accommodate a God in the system. Nothing 
is said about God in the standard text on the system from which 
I had made certain citations. But there is another text which 
positively states that God cannot be established on a rationalistic 
basis. The world is sufficient in itself Every thing that has to 
be explained in philosophy can be explained from within the 
nature of the world. If we recognise a God* we will have yet 
to say that he functions from within himself in a particular way 
through his nature, and we can as well say that the world functions 
from within on account of its own nature. 

57. The Sd jiJlAjf* system sets forth various facts of experience 
to illustrate the process of the world evolution hum within its own 
nature, without an external agency. Thus the milk flows from 
the cow for the nourishment of the calf There is the magnet 
attracting iron from within its own nature. The position taken 
up in the SdnkhyQ system has been severely criticised in other 
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systems of thought which too attempt to interpret! expound 
and present the Vedic thought. 

58* This only shows that what is called Indian thought is not 
a set pattern modelled on some external authority and that on the 
contrary there is independence and freedom in thought. There 
was no organised agency to say, “Thou shall think only along such 
and such lines and what is right has been decided long ago 
which thou shah accept 11 . Indian nation formed a live organism. 
The nation had growth, variety and unity, Each factor in the 
variety had its own function and its own nature, while they all 
fitted well into the whole organism. Each part was consistent 
within and also in concord with the other parts, while they are 
different from the other parts. It is not maintained in the S&nkfya 
system that the system contains the only true presentation of the 
Vcdic thought and that all other presentations were wrong. The 
system never claimed a monopoly fur the interpretation of the 
Vcdic thoughts. All that the system claims is that it is a rational 
and consistent presentation of the Vedic thought, hxskcd at from 
a particular angle. 

59, No one can know the ultimate truth, no one can define U 
and no one can express it in language. Looked at from different 
angles, the truth may appear in different forms, and the Sankhjfi 
System presents one such form. It is true that dilficu Erics can be 
pointed out if the picture is accepted ; hut such difficulties can 
be pointed out in any picture. The difficulty is due to the nature 
of the Absolute, that the Absolute is beyond the scope of knowing 
and presenting in its true nature. All such difierent pictures 
must present the essentials of Vcdic thought* 

60. The essentials are ■ 

The world b crab 

The wTuld has originated from a real Absolute, 

There is an intelligent plan and design behind the origina¬ 
tion and the process or the world, 

Man h a reality. 

Mart can know the world while he cannot know the Abso¬ 
lute from which the world has arisen. 

There is no God as creator and controller of the world. 
Man is supreme and the world is self-sufficient. 

These essentials are correctly presented in the Sankhya system. 


CHAPTER XH 1 + 

Nyaya : ORIGINATION FROM ATOMS 

1. The main standpoint of the Vedic philosophy that the 

world is real and that there is some design behind the phenomenon 
of ibe process* b maintained by the Kyaja system in a way 
different from the point of view taken up in the SlAkhya system. 
In the poem on the Person in the Rgixda t the whole world con¬ 
sisting of man and matter is an emanation from some Absolute \ 
what can be called a symptom of life or intelligence appears 
only at the stage of and alter diversification. In the poem 
about the condition of the world prior to diversification there is 
the symptom nf a life principle even within that Absolute, in so 
far as Will made its appearance in it* In the Vedas I have not 
been able to sec any trace of a doctrine relating to a Spirit outside 
of the world process, as is accepted in the Sdnkhya system. In 
the poems about the Hiranyagarbha (Golden womb) and about 
Viivakarman (All-maker) there is mention of a universal agent 
for the world process* while in the poem on the Person* there 
is mention only of the individuals as agents for the process of 
the world. It is the aspect developed in those two former 
poems that has been adopted in the system of philosophy. 

2. In the two poems in the Rg&zda where there is a reference 
to the Absolute* there is an indication that such an Absolute 
contains all the elements that arc needed for a world process* 
namely, intelligence* activity and matter. Although in the poem 
on the Person, there b no hint of any life or activity in the Absolute 
there being only a reference to an immense presence, yet the 
terminology used in it indicates that the Absolute possesses such 
dements. The term Furuja implies both intelligence and acti¬ 
vity. A P&usa is an agent, and there is no agent without 
intelligence and activity* The presence implies the material 
content. 

3. In the poem about the condition qf the world prior to diver¬ 
sification, there is again the indication of the three constituents 
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of sentience, activity and matter in the Absolute, and this indica¬ 
tion is more dear. If the WEI is to appear in the Absolute, 
sentience and activity are implicit In it. In the $dnkhjfa 9 
what is added is the aspect of a Spirit outside of and distinct from 
the three constituents. And that is only a recognition or certain 
current doctrines in religion and not a fundamental principle 
inherited from the Vedic traditions. In the system* 

the start and direction of approach are slightly different. But 
the main method of procedure is the same. The attempt is to 
understand the reality from the surface of the reali ty that b within 
the sphere of our normal experience. 

4. In the Sankfya system* the start is from the variety of effects 
dial arc modifications of matter* and the there is the procedure 
towards the material causes of such effects, which in their turn ate 
also transformations of matter in an earlier stage. Thus, from 
a jar, they proceed towards the clay ; the jar is a variety of clay 
with greater variations than what the day had. In the Agniya 
sy stem, the start was made with the effects that are taken up aa 
combinations of parts. Thus ajar is a combination of two pans 
and the pans are combinations of smaller parts. The conception 
of the final stage in such a procedure from effects to their causes 
and their own causes assumes different forms on account of this 
difference in the line of procedure in details. 

5. When the effect is considered as the cause itself, so far as 
the material is concerned* with new diversities added to it* the 
cause and its cause and so on will be a scries of the same material 
in different degrees of diversification, the diversities increasing 
along the line of cause and its effect and the effect of that 
and so on* while the diversities diminish along the line of effect 
and its cause and its cause and so on. Such a scries takes note 
or only the materials and not the poi nts of diversit ies. As a matter 
of fact, in the S^nkk^a what Is real is only the matter, while its 
attributes are only manifestations of what have only a subjective 
reality without any objective reality. In the ultimate stage, 
we come to a uniform matter without any division, an alhpervasive 
fluid in which even the three constituents become indistinguish¬ 
able. They are in that stage spoken of as in equilibrium. The 
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cause becomes the effect with the addition of diversifications, 
and the effect is the cause itseff and esdsied in the cause in a slate 
in which the differentiation was not manifest. 

6. In the Nyaya system, what is called the effect, so Far as the 
materia] is concerned, is the combination of parts, which parts 
axe thus the causes of the effect. In a process of elimination, 
we come to a zero point; thus if we eliminate any part in succession 
from one hundred, a stage comes when there will be only zero 
remaining. That was the case with the differentiations in the 
S&nkhya system ; the ultimate stage is devoid or differentiation, 
when differentiation is reduced to a zero. That is what is called 
the Absolute stage, the stage beyond which the process cannot 
proceed. But in the Njijfa system, the process is one of division 
of the whole (which is the effect) into parts f which form the cause), 
and a process or division can never reach a stage of zero. Thus 
[f wc divide a hundred into two, the results again into two and if 
we continue the process, however (hr we may go, we arc still in 
a stage of positive reality. A zero can become a positive factor 
by addition of positive elements, w hile zeroes multiplied cannot 
became a positive factor. Even in. the ultimate stage, the parts 
arc there as positive facts* and wc come to a continuum of parts, 
parts that do not admit of further division into parte. 

7. To understand the position, we must try to transport ourself, 
in our imagination, to the conditions of the times when the thoughts 
developed in 1 ndia t The studen ts must have finished their general 
studies of a very high standard, and most of them return to their 
homes and take 10 Lheir appropriate avocations in the civic life 
of the nation* but there remain a few who develop a desire to 
further investigate into the problems that had t>een taught to 
them in a general way. Such furthcri nvesugaimns have no 
bearing on the normal life of the society. They want to know r the 
truth that must be of a permanent nature* as distinct from the 
truths known to the normal people which have only a temporary 
valuc ; they have sufficient discipline so that the higher wisdom 
so earned after the investigation will not be put to any improper 
use and that it will not be sold for any profit. It will not l>c even 
made a basis for any fruits m life or in any possible stage after 
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death, as taught in religion , like heaven. They have some sort of 
intellectual dissatisfaction and they look for a release from such 
intellectual dissatisfaction. That is what Sankara must have meant 
when he speaks of the four-fold eligibility for being initiated into 
philosophical studies. 

ft. There were many teachers who had spent their time in such 
investigation after their higher studies under a teacher, and they 
in their turn accept students to prosecute further investigations 
about higher problems under their guidance. The usual teaching 
was imparted In the homes * but the teachers choose the quiet 
seclusions in gardens as the appropriate place for giving instruc¬ 
tions relating to such higher problems. Let us try to enter such 
a garden school „ what I may call an Academy* 

9. Kaplfa, the great Teacher who propounded the doctrines 
contained in the Sankfrya system* had his own garden school. 
In his Academy there were students trying to understand the 
nature of the Absolute. We can watch his class* lesson for a short 
while* The disciples have their own doubts and a discussion 
takes place or Kapila may give a discourse on sonic important 
point* Kapila may say something like this. 

10, u Here arc many jars. We have all our clothes, Here is 
a shed. Here are trees. Ajar is not distinguished from another 
jar by its material constituent. The difference is only In some 
shape and ske and colour and other external factors that are 
not within the real constitution of the jar. If we eliminate 
all such points, the jars become uniform. Similarly, the clothes 
and the trees and the other objects corning within a class arc 
distinguished from one another only by such factors and not 
in the material content. We can eliminate (he distinction be¬ 
tween the material that forms a jar and the material that forms 
the clothe. In that stage, we get only undifferentiated material* 
If wc proceed along this line of eliminating differences we come 
to matter as a uniform. 

11 „ 4, But our experience comprehends matter as having change 
and movement and differentiation* thus necessitating a three¬ 
fold distinction even in the last resort. There is the Subject- 
object relation* there is differentiation and there is also the 
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material. What h called differentiation and unification is only 
the manifestation and the disappearance of certain aspect* 
cf the reality even in its ultimate stage. The capacity for manifes¬ 
tation is there even when there is no manifestation. Thus 
even in the ultimate stage* the capacity for the differentiation in 
there, while there is no manifestation of Ehe differentiation. 
That is what is meant by the ultimate stage bdng an undifferent¬ 
iated uniform. Thus even the distinction of mat ter and change 
and subject-object relation disappears, retaining the capacity 
for their manifestation. That is the stage of the uniform thud, 
aU-pervarive, indistinguishable. Tltat is the ultimate state of 
matter. 

ia. "This matter cannot be divided into parts. There is the 
stage when matter is divided into parts. The distinction is 
due to the presence of aspects. Matter Is never divided in the 
process of differentiation. Matter undergoes only a process 
of differentiation, of diversification through the manifrrstation 
of aspects. It Is that same matter in the absolute stage that 
appear* before us as jars and clothes and trees and other things. 
There is a manifestation of aspects in the various objects that we 
experience* while the aspects are all sub-merged in the stage of 
the Absolute, All these effects existed in that Absolute matter 
with also all the aspect* in a latent, submerged, unmariifested 
state.” 

1If we enter the Academy of Gautama* we may witness 
another approach to the problem of the relation of the facts of 
experience and the Absolute, What Gautama would be saying 
in his discourse to the students, what is found in the AQmjw system, 
may be something like this. 

14, “Here we have many jars* we have our clothes, we see 
trees* and so on. I can break the jar into two- What was one has 
now become two* Similarly we can break the clothes and the 
trees also into parts. The parts have another number and another 
size* The parts have a size smaller than the whole* while they 
develop a number hi gher than that of the whole. Other attributes 
like colour may remain, and others change. Even without such 
breaking* the attributes may change. So, the real change that 
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we experience in this proems oF dividing a whole into parts 
is what relates to number and size, 

15. “tfwe continue the process of division, we must necessa¬ 
rily reach a stage when a further division becomes impossible. If 
the parts have a size s there is an inside and an outside, and there 
b this side and that side. That means that there is a middle also- 
In such a case,, reason demands that there is a possibility of fur¬ 
ther division. Division into parts can become impossible only if 
what b called size is eliminated. Even if the size disappears, 
the number can remain. Therefore we have to postulate a stage 
in this process of division of a whole into parts* when the parts do 
not have dimension, size. 

id. "If we designate the positive dimension of the parts as-M, 
then the dimension of the whole consisting of two such parts will 
he (4. 1) 4- (-M) = 4 2+ That b how we get higher and higher 
sizes for the whole in relation to the parts. But at the stage when 
the part has no size, the only possibility of assigning a numerical 
symlxjl to it to indicate its non-existent size is to represent the di¬ 
mension as (— I), and if two such parts a re combined and d w c 
assume that it is this negative size that produces the size in the 
whole, we come to the position that (—t) + (— 0 15 the 3KC 
of the whole, which will be (—a)- This means that the size 
of the whole is smaller than t hat of the parts. Thus we are landed 
in an absurdity. To avoid such an irrational contingency* 
we have to say that at the stage when the size ceases to have a 
positive value, what produces the size of the whole is not the 
size of t he parts, but the number associated with the parts. Each 
such nomdimensional part has the number j, and we find 
that the size of the whole is produced by the number resulting 
from the combination of the numbers 1 and i, that were associated 
with the non-dimensional parts. 

17. “At the stage of the last dimensional parts in the process 
of division* wc arrive at a continuum of smallest material particles. 
But that b not the Absolute stage. If there is dimcnsion + 
there is the possibility of division ; the stage of the Absolute ia 
when rurther division becomes impossible, So the continuum 
of material particles is further reduced to a continuum oS non* 


ENDIAN PHILOSOPHY 


dimensional material points. The term partkU ceases to have 
propriety in such a context. 

18. "Our experience shows that the parts of what is divisible 
are themselves divisible. So, even at the stage or the continuum 
of non-dimensional points, we have not reached the Absolute, 
Since such points have no dimension and have only numbers* 
the parts too can have only numbers, without any size in what 
arc numbered. If the number 2, constituted by the number 1 
in each of the parts, determines the dimension of the smallest 
material particle, what determines the nature of the parts (without 
dimension) of those particles must lie another number, and we 
assume it to be the number 3, since in all cases of assumptions, 
we must assume the least. So, three material points (without 
dimension) combine to form such a point which, with the number 
two, forms the smallest material particle with dimension. It 
is at this stage of the continuum of poinis that are also parts of 
plants (the points being material and without dimension) 
that we reach the Absolute. 

19 ^But if the non-dimensional points can also be thus divide 
cd, have we reached the Absolute ? Can we not proceed Further 
with divisions of the points into further points, each succeeding 
point having a higher numerical symbol attached to it? The 
position is this. We started the assumption of non-dimensional 
parts and or numerical values for the parts discarding their dimen¬ 
sional values* to avoid an absurd position. If we reach another 
irrational position like this, there was no need to go beyond the 
smallest dimensional material particle and to proceed to non- 
dimensional parts, which has been designated material points. 
We can apply our reason only to a rational order of things. 
Therefore beyond the position of non-dimensional points that 
are themselves parts of non-dimensional parts reason cannot 
proceed. We need not stop at the first stage ; we can proceed 
to the second stage. What is true of one need not be true of 
two 1 but what is true of one and two and three, without any 
conditioning factor to effect a restriction, must be true also of 
any number up to infinity. Therefore we cannot go beyond 
the number two* if wc arc to Function in a rational way within 
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a rational order of the world. Therefore reason takes us to the 
stage where the world in its ultimate stage has to be rceognbcd 
as a continuum of material poims which have no dimension, 
but which have a numerical value, such points being themselves 
parts of points which too do not have dimensions but which too 
have numerical values, and these latter points combining to 
form the smallest material particles with dimensions. 

20. H What is called a cause and what is called an effect are 
both aggregates of many factors and not merely the material; the 
material is only one of such factors in the aggregate. The 
number and the dimension are the chief (actors in the aggre¬ 
gate. Between the cause and the effect, these factors always 
ah er. Other (actors like colour and similar attri butes may persist 
or may change. Therefore we cannot say that the effect existed 
in the cause. It is only particular factors constituting the aggre¬ 
gate which we call an effect that existed in the cause, not the 
effect Itself. Therefore the effect is a new creation of what did 
not exist prior. When the effect is destroyed, there h a complete 
atop Tor the effect/ p 

21. We do not know who Kapila is that had propounded 
the Sdnkkya doctrine nor do we know' w ho Gautama is who pro¬ 
pounded the Ny&ya doctrine* Kapila, according to tradition, 
is a semi-divine Sage; the name Gautama occurs an the Vedas. 
That is all that wc can say. Herc I must make one point 
clear* The dextrine of the division of the material world into 
such ultimate parts is really associated with another Sage named 
Kanada, and the system in which the doctrine is propounded 
is called the VmSi^tka. But the doctrine cannot be unacceptable 
to Gautama and to hb Njdja system. La tar, the Y&L\tsik& 
system merged with tiieJVjtfpa system* That is why I associated 
the theory with the AY#)rt system* 

22. In both the and the systems, the foundation 

and starting points arc in die Vcdic doctrine. There is a positive 
absolute which became changed into a diversified positive world 
of phenomena. There is the modem Atomic Theory* and the 
theory is traced to die Greek Philosopher Democritus* who lived 
in Thrace about the middle of the fifth century before Christ* 
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Wc know nothing about the personality or the date of the first 
propounder of the theory in India. The Indian philosopher 
must have had an age-long tradition behind him, We do not 
also have any information about the person who for the first time 
codified the doctrine in book form } in India, In relation to the 
start of the theory in Greece, the first systematic and scientific 
presentation of the doctrine in India may be chronologically 
later. But the doctrine itself must be far earlier in India, and 
there is no proof for assigning a very ancient period for the first 
start of the thought along such line in Greece, which line oi 
thought was presented in a systematic way by Democritus. And 
scholars do not accept such antecedents for Democritus, who is 
credited with the first exposition of the doctrine* The theory 
cannot owe its origin in India to any foreign inspiration. I 
have no desire to postulate any reverse current cither, 

23. If the Absolute is of the nature of a continuum of non- 
dimensional points* then the question may arise whether they 
exist in space, whether there is any space separating a point 
from another point. If the world is formed by the combination 
of such points, that existed apart from one another, was there a 
spacial approach to one another among points in the process 
of such a combination ? If this be case, what existed in the space 
between the points ? 

24. A point is a point as distinct from a particle, because a 
point has no spacial extension while a particle has a spacial exten¬ 
sion. It is spacial extension that is called size or dimension. What 
have no spacial extension cannot have spacial disjunction also. 
Thus the Absolute is an all-pervasive continuum without any 
spadal separation of what continue. In the process of combi¬ 
nation there is no spadal approachment mutually between the 
parts that combine. It is a structural appmachment. What 
were isolated units became combinations on a numerical basis, 
and this combination ultimately resulted in the emergence of 
spacial extension, or dimension* in the combination* The for- 
morion of the world, the relation between the Absolute and the 
diversified world, follows some mathematical design* When it 
wai said that the constitution of the smallest material particle 
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has two stages prior to it regulated on a numerical basis of two and 
three, that was not meant as a true representation of the process ; 
that Li only what reason leads us to and nothing more ; and it has 
to be recognised as a limitation to this inference that we are 
in a realm where reason cannot have any direct function. AU 
that we can say is that the dimension as known to us, fails at a 
certain stage. Tins is all that we can say about dimension. 
But what we can be more sure about is that even in that stage* 
the number can play its part. 

25. Just as m the Sattkhya system it was recognised that the 
Absolute condition of the material world 13 beyond the scope of 
our reasoning capacities, here also the stages below the formation 
of material particle with a dimension, is beyond our intellectual 
abilities. And in so far as there is some order in the world, 
since there is a law operating in the phenomena of the experienced 
world, since what our mind is competent to know is only the 
phenomenal world, we postulate an order and a law in the lower 
stages also of the formation of the phenomena of the world. 
We also assume that there must be some intelligence who can 
know such stages. There must be some intelligence behind the 
formation of the phenomenal world* 

26. It is here that the problem of God comes in. What can 
that intelligence be which 13 behind the lower stages in the forma¬ 
tion of the world, what can that mind be who regulates that forma¬ 
tion, that supervises the operation of the law ? It cannot be the 
intelligence of man, is so far as we are dealing with facts beyond 
the range of human intelligence. There are two facts to be ex¬ 
plained ; there are the stages below the level where alone man can 
operate and there are facts of the entire universe including even 
its phenomenal stage. Man can operate only at the phenomenal 
stage and that only within limitations in range. It b to explain 
the Tacts of the pre-phcnomenal stages and the facts or the entire 
world as a single machinery, that some intelligence 13 postulated 
transcending the limitations of man* 

27. Such an intelligence b not limited by a body and by func¬ 
tions. There b only a will and a knowledge - there is no function 
of a mind. According to the $$nkhja system, the very constitu^ 
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lion of the material world in its alxsul testate explains the process 
of the formation of the world and the function of the entire 
phenomenal world inco-or dinaiion. 

28. The real difference is that in the Sdtikhya system, what is 
called intelligence, what is at die root of knowing, is a constituent 
of the material world. But according to the JVydya system, 
matter is dead, and intelligence is something external to matter ; 
and this external factor is termed God. In the Sankftya system, 
the dement of SaUva (Subject constituent) in its absolute 
stage) determines the design or the phenomenal world as a unit, 
and in its diversified aspect, the inct indual facts of the phenomenal 
world are determined by the intelligence of the individuals. 
In die Jfyiya system, there is the Supreme intelligence and also 
tlic individual intelligences to take that place. In tltc V eda, 
the Hiranyagarbha (Golden womb) and Visvakarman {All- 
maker) arc deified in a personified manner, and that is what is 
accepted in the A'ydya system. 

29. In the poems about die Person and about the condition of 
the world prior to diversification, there is no mention of such a 
deified agent behind the facts of the phenomenal world, and there 
is a mention of only individual agents. Tbs is what is adopted in 
the SdMhya system. And following these two poems, the Sdnkhyn 
system accepts the agents as formations Irom the Alsolutr. 

30. In the poems accepted in the $iydy& system as the basis, 
there is no mention of the deified agent as an evolute from an 
absolute, and as such the Kydya system does not recognise its God 
as part of the constitution of the material world; nor arc the indi¬ 
vidual intelligences a part of the Absolute evolved along with the 
facts of the material world. There is recognition of an absolute 
state only for the material world, and the intelligences arc out¬ 
side of this. There is a pluralism with the material world and the 
God and the intelligences. Even if we put God and men together 
as one category of intelligences, there is a distinct dualism. 1 
have already said that in the Sdiikhyit system, there is a mate¬ 
rialistic monism in the Absolute matter ; the acceptance or the 
Purusa or Spirit as a presence, as an illumination., without func¬ 
tion, ts exotic, necessitated by entertaining the doctrine of Mokfd 
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(Beatitude, Final Release) into the system, which doctrine has 
no Vedic foundation. 


31. In the JVjw/a system, God is intelligence or sentience ; 
intelligence or sentience is not an attribute of God, It is just 
an illumination. But the individual intelligences are dull 
by nature, and they get illuminated through association with the 
facts of the evolved world, 11 is the presence of the illumination 
designated God that there is ihc orderly process of the first forma¬ 
tion of the world and its orderly progression subsequent to that 
first formation. This order, this design of the world, has a mathe^ 
matical basis. The numbers have an intimate bearing on this 
process and on this progression. Geometry too plays a very im¬ 
portant part in this initial process and in the subsquent 
progression. The world is designed on the basis of a large 
number of “Forms"* There is the “Form* 1 of the entire diversified 
world as a unU, This ultimate “Form T * consists of many 
"sub-Forms 3s and each such “sub-Form 33 is made up of further 
“sub-Forms 31 . Such a design implies that the “Forms" in which 
the facts of the diversified world are manifested arc inclusive 
or exclusive ; they' cats not be intersecting. It may be represented 
in the following way : 
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I t will be found that the B Class are included in A, and each of 
iheB Class is exclusive from the other. There are no two classes 
that can intersect each other in such a design that lies behind the 
formation of the world. And such a division is possible only if it is 
accepted as a Cardinal doctrine that the world is formed on such 
a design. Such "Forms” must be recognised as eternal and un¬ 
changing. Each such “Form” is technically called a Genus 
{Jati). We must distinguish the concept of mere common atiji- 
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butts from such a “Form” which b an integral part of the 
World-design/The texts use the term Akrti (Form} and abo 
A?ayavasariuihaTia (configuration of parts) besides Jati (class or 
genus) to designate the “Form**. 

3*. There is occasion for the recognition of such a form only 
when there are more than one fact which can adopt a common 
form* If there is only fact, its individuality will determine its 
nature. The facts must be distinct from one another, differing 
from one another in nature and not merely in appellation. There 
shall be no inter-section. These restrictions that have to be 
imposed on the nature of the “Forms” is quite plain from the very 
purpose for which the “Forms” have been postulated. Unless the 
third restriction is recognised* there will be no geometrical design 
behind the formation of the world. 

33. In the world there are tw'O kinds of realities. There is an 
objective reality and there is what is only a subjective reality. 
We experience the facts of the world as a thing with some attri¬ 
butes and in a state of movement and change. We cannot 
experience a mere thing nor a mere attribute nor a mere change 
and movement. The three are closely intertwined with one 
another. At the same time, they arc experienced as distinct 
facts. Every one has such an experience. It is not what only the 
philosopher postulates,. Therefore they are recognised as having 
an objective reality. 

34. Philosophy postulates certain Tacts. The “Forms™ 
which the facts of the world assume, according to the geometrical 
design, of die formation of the world accepted in philosophy, 
do not have that objective reality. They are accepted as certain 
abstract Forms which the concrete facts are supposed to assume, 
In philosophy. Therefore if in philosophy, “Forms” are further 
assumed for such “Forms” also, there will be no end for such 
assumptions. Therefore the Jijdyu system docs not recognise such 
a“Form M for these “Forms.” 

35. If all the facts of the world are classified on the basis of s uch 
geometrical design, a stage must come when we have only a large 
number of individual (acts each distinct from the other. Then 
each such fact at the last stage of the classification will have an 
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individuality, and such individualities are infinite in. number* 
If we assume a “Form** for all such individualities abiding in 
each of the final facts in the scheme of that classification, that 
individuality ceases to be an individuality to the extent that 
each individuality has something in common with the other 
individualities} namely that “Form*'* What we want at that 
final stage is an absolute individuality! a complete distinction 
between the individuals without any trace of a common factor. 
If such a “Form** is postulated for the individualities, the very 
nature of the absolute individuality breaks up. Therefore no 
“Form” is recognised for such final, absolute individualities 
postulated as the nature of the final facts of the classification. 
Such an ultimate individuality in the final facts of the cl assifieation 
of the world on a geometrical design is designated by the technical 
term Vtie$a (particularity). 

36. Similarly, in the world we normally know only of two rela* 
tions. We sec two facts related to each oilier as in mutual contact, 
as in the case of a jar in contact with the floor. 11 I have seen 
ajar before and when I see that jar a second time I know r that both 
are the same j here there is the relation of identity between the 
two facte. But the relation of a thing and its attribute or the 
relation of a thing and the movement and change in it, ts 
neither. The jYydja system recognises a distinct relation 
between such facts* namely, between a thing and its attributes 
(only certain attributes) and between a thing and the movement 
and change in it j it is called S&nMto&jr'G [usually translated as 
"Inherence”). They recognise the same relation between the 
part and the whole* and also between a fact and the Form 
postulated in the system on the basis of the geometrical design of 
the constitution or the world. 

37. If in the system a “Form” b recognised for such postu¬ 
lated relations, the question will arise regarding the relation bet¬ 
ween such postulated relations and their form. It must be a new 
relation and there will arise the need for assuming new forms for 
such new relations. Therefore, for lack of the relation that can 
be fixed between relations and the “From * postulated, a 
“Form” is not recognised for such relations. 
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38, In this way there arc six factors that limit the nurture of 
the "Form"" postulated m consequence of the acceptance of the 
geometrical nature of the design in the world. There is the state¬ 
ment in the Jiyaya Texts : 

Non-diversity of the fact* similarity (the difference being 
only in appellation), inter-section* infinite regression, 
break up of the nature, absence of a relation—these arc the 
limitations for the recognition of a genus (the fcS Form”)* 
Thus there is no genus recognised in God that is only one and not 
■diversified, and also in a jar and in a pot as a class. The two 
words mean more or less the same thing* This applies only 
to absolute synonyms. 

39. In later times, this geometrical design was ignored by 
text-book writers and they do not accept die third as a bar to the 
recognition of a genus. If A B C D and E form one group and 
if D E F G and H form another group, there was no recognition 
of two genuses for the groups ; there is an intersection as : 



In later times, such a restriction was not recognised as an absolute 
one. The limitations came only under certain special conditions. 

40. Unless we accept that there is such a geometrical design 
with "Forms'® cither inclusive or exclusive, but not interesecling, 
the very start of the system will break down* Such a design is 
recognised because it was assumed that every Tact cart be distin¬ 
guished from every other fact through a scheme of similarities 
and dissimilarities. In the strict scheme of classification, the 
genus forms the similarity among the sub-classes coming within 
K and the distinct attributes that separate one sub-class- from 
another sub-clause forms the dissimilarity. In the case of such 
intersecting classification, there cannot be such a statement of 
similarity and dissimilarity j there is partial similarity and partial 
dissimilarity in the ease of such facts that are common to both the 
intersecting groups. 
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41. If (he above six Tacts arc not recognised as bars in the way 
of the acceptance of the design of the world-formation on a geo¬ 
metrical basis with regular “Forms” inter-related to one another, 
there are difficulties* as have been indicated when the hems 
were considered. But if such bars are taken note of* there arc 
difficulties in any rational system of thought regarding the w orld 
both in its phenomenal and its absolute states and regarding 
their mutual relation. Do such (acts excluded from the scheme 
of" the geometrical forms come within the unitary “Focm^of the 
entire universe ? IT they are* then they must liavc "Forms” 
within that scheme, and this is what is denied by the recognition 
of the bars, If they do not come within that scheme with a unitary 
“Forms 11 * are we to recognise facts outside the scheme of the 
world ? 

42. The Jfjqya system recognises this difficulty. Such 
facts that have to he excluded from the scheme of the 
geometrical design of the work! do not have an objective 
reality. The term “This U real” cannot be applied to such 
facts* and h confined to “Things’ 1 and their “Attributes* 1 (some 
of them) and to the “Change and Movement” in them. 
Still they arc not hallucinations ; there is no error related 
to such concepts* They have only a conceptual reality* 
a subjective reality. They are facts that determine the forms 
in which we experience the world and arc not themselves within 
the form. They are Tacts within the knowing of the world 
and not aspects of the world that b known. 

43 such a geometrical design, there is the World-unit a? 
a reality at the top. This can. be divided into groups and sub* 
groups and their further sub-groups in an infinite scries ; a sub* 
sequent set of groups in this scheme of division is included within 
a prior group and each such subsequent group within the prior 
group is exclusive of each other. At a certain stage at the bottom* 
only the number “One” remains. They arc the ultimate material 
points. Such prints go below the level of the ultimate material 
particles, 

44. The process of diversification in die world is one of such 
a combination of parts and reduction of the combination into its 
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constituent parts. Attributes appear and disappear in such a 
process. There is a sliift of the matter from one “Form” to 
another in the geometrical design. There is a universal design 
and each part follows a planned design. God is the designer 
for the process. There is no personality for Him; there is only 
a presence. 

45. The question has been raised in recent times whether God 
is an integral part of the philosophy of the Jfyaya system ; the 
original texts of the system do not raise the point at all, and it is 
only in certain later commentary works that the problem or God 
becomes an important and noticeable subject in the system. 
There are also later works solely devoted to discuss the problem of 
God, within the system. But the Fact remains that there is no 
personal God in the system, a God who punishes and rewards, 
who interferes with the world-process. The orderly world- 
process and the design in the world imply an intelligence behind, 
and that intelligence is termed God ; God is not a Creator in the 
sense in which the God in a theistic system of philosophy is a 
creator. Nothing is created, according to the A>J>a system, 
jusi like the Sdnkfya system. Everything is there, was there and 
will continue to be there* 

46. Creation in the JfySyv system is a technical theory' ; the 
{acts of the world are complex aggregates of various constituents. 
Each such complex aggregate is different from every other com¬ 
plex aggregate. What is new in the Xyaya theory of creation 
is the structure of the aggregate and not the constituent factors 
of the aggregate. Creation of a fact means only the assumption 
of a new- form by the constituents, which constituents were already 
there. Constituents combine to form the Tacts of the world only 
according to a certain design, and God is the intelligence that is 
implied by every design. 

47. In the geometrical design according to which the pheno¬ 
menal world has been formed and the phenomenal world is pro¬ 
gressing, there are certain realities that can be divided and others 
tliat arc indivisible and unitary. It is only the divisible things that 
can be reduced to the smallest material particles and further into 
non-dimensional material points. Such facts consisting of the 
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indiviiible units and the ultimate material points form the eternal 
bas is for the formation of the phenomc n a 1 world. I n the original 
condition) they were just there without falling into any scheme 
or design or plan. Their structural formation according to the 
scheme and the design and the plan is due to an intelligence, 
and when they are fitted into such a scheme they arc retained 
within such scheme and design and plan. There arc three factors 
in the world, the effects (which are only materials within a certain 
scheme and design and plan), the combination of the isolated 
facts of an ultimate nature to fit into that scheme and design 
and plan, and the retention of such formation according to the 
scheme and design and plan. The power behind this, which 
must be of the nature of intelligence, is God. God is postulated 
to explain these facts. 

48 . The world is experienced as constituted of things havi ng 
attributes (specific ones) and having movement and change. 
Such things, the material content of the w orld, are either unitary 
and indivisible or are divisible. The system recognises nine 
varieties of the material content of the world. Of than five arc 
the Five Elements; then there are “Time”, “Space* 1 , “The 
Souls” and “Mind’ ’.Time and Space are unitary and indivisible. 
Their division is arbitrary and is made with reference to certain 
adjuncts associated with them. Thus time is divided into parts 
with reference to various events in the world. Space is also 
divided with reference to various facts. It is events like the move¬ 
ment of the Sun and the Moon that enable the division of time 
and it is facts like a solid body that enables the division of 
space, 

4 $ h The Souls arc simply certain entities that have a presence 
without many of the attributes associated with them in our 
experience- It is not any illumination, it is not even what b) 
nature is Ul uminatc d + 11 is somethin g dul l- 11 has no se n tience, 
no will. These arc all attributes generated through association 
with the facts of the world- In their real nature* the Souls, 
according to the Jfyfy* system, are only shadows, without senti¬ 
ence, without desire, without attachment and aversion, without 
a will and a volition. Such attributes arc experienced in the 
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phenomenal world, and what are called Souls arc postulated as 
abodes for such attributes* which cannot be assigned to matter- 

50 . Experience is either happiness or suffering p and uld- 
matcly experience is reduced to a series of sufferings. Even what 
are experienced as happiness are really forms of suffering on 
account of interception by suffering and on account of gradation 
and termination. There must be some termination to this 
series* which is the stage of Moksti (Final Release), and Moksa 
can be only for some entity that is in bondage. 11 there is no 
such final terminus to the world of experience, there is no need 
for postulating such shadows called the Souls. In the Sdnkhja 
system happiness and su fiering* and good and bad are material 
phenomena j in the Jffdja system these are phenomena in the 
material world generated in* and possible to be terminated 
in, the Souls through particular associations with the material 
phenomena. If there had been no doctrine of Mok^a (Final 
Release), they could have been accepted in the system as material 
phenomena in the process of the world. In later texts, attempts 
have been made to reduce Time, Space and Souls, into a single 
category. 

5 h In the Sdnkhya system an exotic element called “Isola¬ 
tion*’ (JCaiwtya) or Release necessita ted the postulation of certain 
entities called Purusa (Person) or Sentience (Drifts) or 
Spirii, which arc some sort of presence ofihe nature of illumination 
that produces the illumination in the material world. In the 
Jiydja system the same doctrine called Apavarga or “Extrication 5 * 
created the same necessity to postulate certain shadows called 
the Soul \liman) which receive illumination through asociation 
with material phenomena. But for this exotic doctrine, the doc¬ 
trine of the world being a material phenomenon in which life 
or intelligence is an integral part, would have been sufficient 
for the Nyiyn system abo. 

52 , Mind is a material point in the world* infinite in num¬ 
ber* which functions to produce the illumination called knowing 
in the Souls* which in themselves are only shadows. It is the same 
mind that produces the experience of other attributes in the 
Soul like pleasure and pain, and attachment and aversion- 
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Mind U not a function in matter; it is a functionary matter. 

It has no dimension; it is just a material point. It moves with 
the body with winch it is associated, and also within the body 
from point to point. 

53 . I reserved the problem regarding the Five Elements till 
the other substances are dealt with, for a specific reason- The 
question is more complicated, and the question cannot be handled 
by itself in ibis context, since there is an aspect of physiology 
in it apart from the aspect of physical matter. The topic can be 
dealt with in a full way only in connection with Man and his body 
and his life in a later chapter. Although the position is the same 
in respect of the Soul and the Mind, the points are not so eompU- 
talcd- 

54 . Before I take up the Five Elements for treatment I like 
to consider one important point in the Jfyaya system, namely, its 
absolute realism and its absolute positivism. I have already 
said that the system accepts two sets of categories, one that has an 
objective reality and the other that has a reality in the subjective 
sphere only. Thus a thing with its attributes and in a state or 
movement and change, forms a triple objective reality, that is 
designated a Drturfa (Substance) with a C«*e (Quality) and with 
Kriya (Movement)* Generality {Sdmanya) and Speciality 
{Viie;a) and Samav&ya (Inherence) form another triple reality 
within the subjective sphere. 

55 . This exhausts the universe, and there is no other reality 
recognised in the system, either objective or subjective. It is true 
that there is a category- called Abk&va (Negation or Absence) 
that is also included within the scheme of realities in the A>ajw 
system at a later stage. But in the original texts there is no 
enumeration of such a reality, though there is mention of 
“Negation 1 ’ and its definition and classification and mode of 
knowing, and they are dealt with even in the original texts. If it is 
a reality, why is it not enumerated among the categories ? If it 
is not a reality, why is it dealt with in the texts . 

56 . There is no absolute void in the world. The whole world 
consists of a continuum of positive points or of the all-pervasive 
substances like the Souls. When we see one thing, we do not 
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see another thing* So the reality behind is the same for both 
cognitions, Lc., of one thing and of the absence of the other. 
What is called a negation is only another positive thing. When 
we see a jar on the floor, we do not sec the floor below it. What 
is termed the absence of floor In respect of that cognition Is only 
the jar + When we see only the floor without ajar, what is called 
the absence of the jar is only the floor, Negation has not even 
a conceptual reality of its own, distinct from a positive thing- 
At a much later stage, negation was admitted as a distinct 
reality id the texts dealing with the system. 

57 . This point is necessary'to explain certain features relating 
to substances, especially to the Five Elements. 1 have already 
said that the substances are either divisible or are all-pervasive 
and unitary. GT the five elements recognised in the system, 
four are divisible and one of them is unitary and indivisible. 
The four divisible dements are what are accepted in Aristotle's 
scheme of the w orld, namely, the Earth, the Water, the Fire and 
the Air. We experience them as masses of different dimensions, 
that can be divided into smaller pieces or can be combined to 
form bigger units* They ca n be divided i ntu t he smal lest particles 
that have a dimension, and such particles can be reduced to 
material points without spacial dimension. 

58 * It is only such thl ngs tha t can be reduced to a s talc of spe¬ 
cial limitation that can move. Mind, another substance that Tails 
outside the Five Elements, is also limited in space being of the 
nature oi a material point Such things as are limited in space^ 
have a special designation in terminology, namely, Murla m 
In the case of such things that have a spacial limitation, the 
question win arise whether there is a vacuum between two pieces 
and whether they are, in the final stage, just material points or 
whether they have a dimension* Logie demands that either 
they all must form an indivisible, all-pervasive fluid or they are 
separated by a vacuum, which is only a negation or an absence 
of a positive entity + At the final stage, there must be continuum 
of points and a continuum implies the absence of an interval* 
That is not what is actually experienced in ihe case of pieces 
having a dimension* They do not forma continuum; they are 
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separated from one another, which ii is that is meant by the state¬ 
ment that they arc pieces with a dimension. 

59. Here I must say that as developed in the system, at least 
as found in the texts relating to the subject* the Four Elements 
out of the five arc the material and physical substances that we 
know i n the world. Aristotle a Iso mea nt the same four elements 
in his scheme of the world. In developing such a scheme, Aris¬ 
totle had to contradict the earlier theory of Atoms propounded 
by Democritus. In the Nytiya system we see a synthesis of both. 

60. In the JfySya system, there is a three-Told classification 
of the material content of the world. There are the Tour out of 
the Five Elements that can he thought of both as forming a 
continuum of non-dimensional material points in the ultimate 
stage and also as having some structure and form and value, 
being combinations of parts according to a design and a plan. 
Minds can be thought of only as material points- Then there 
are the four substances, namely, the fifth of the Five Elements 
Time, Spice and Soul. They form indivisible, albpervasivc 
fluids* The hisi group do not admit of a vacuum. I n the case 
of the combinations of the material, non-dimensional points, 
there may bean interval between one such structure and another - 
But the i nter va 1 i s no t a vacuum * The ma(trial, non- dimensiona I 
points are there, which Form a continuum. The combination 
Into structural forms does not result in a break of this continuity. 
It is the nature of the continuity that there is no break- Even 
when there Is such a combination into structural forms, the conti¬ 
nuity is kept up through such formations, 

6L The identification of the Tour of the Five Elements with 
the (acts of the physical world as Earth and Water and Fire 
a nd Air, has no support in the Vcdic philosophy- In the Vedas, 
we find only a division of the world into the physical and the sub- 
physical stages. The sub-physical stage is ag.iin divided into sub¬ 
stages* What is called the Atmospheric region with Water and 
the Celestial region with Light arc quite clear as fun her divisions 
of the sub-physical pari* They may be equated with Water 
and.Fire of the Five Elements. There is something deeper that 
U dark* beyond the view of ordinary men* the concealed abode 
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of Kama. I equate it with the fifth of (he Five Elements, Akdia or 
Ether. In later Indian thought, Sound is the special attribute of 
this Element, “Name" in the Vedic terminology may be equated 
with this Sound.” But the Forth Element, Air, is not plain 
in the Vedic texts- But I have no hesitation in asserting that what 
has developed as the doctrine of the Five Elements is based on the 
Vedic cosmology. 

62. So far as the Earth is concerned, that is the Physical 
stage of the evolution of the world. There is Soma in the Earthly 
region, and gods of the Second region* the Atmospheric region, 
are intimately related to Soma + There is mention of sweetness 
associated with wisdom and with some of the gods of the celestial 
region. And in later thought, water is associated with taste 
as its specific attribute. This gives a clue to trace the development 
of the doctrine of the Five Elements, associating taste with water, 
which Is the second of the Five Elements. 

63. Then w r c have Light in the third region. There is also 
another concept in the Veda, and that is Tapas f heal. The world 
occurs many times in the jftgtrcda, and its association with heat 
is clear. Heat-light is a unity; the difference is only in the way 
in which it is apprehended. In later thought there is touch 
associated with the fourth Element, the Air, Touch may be hot 
or cold, and heat is. related to light also* Touch may be hard or 
soil- This is an aspect of impact f and impact implies motive 
power- In the hymn on the condition of the world prior to 
di vers i lie at inn, it is said that Tafias (heat) was the source of the 
manifolding of what was an undivided One. I sec no clue to 
the association of “Smell 55 (Gandka) with the Earth, which 
Ls found in later thought. In the Atharzavtda there is mentioned 
the “Smell* 1 in the Earth and in the various objects in the world. 

- But that has nothing to do with the relation of smell with the 
earth in the cosmology of the Vedas. When taste, light, touch 
and sound can be related to our sense-organs, and also to the 
four stages in the evolution of the world, according to the Vedas 
the association of smell with the one remaining Element becomes 
natural; smell is also related to the remaining sense-organ. 

64. In the Veda the reference is to finer and finer aspect* 
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of the material world, when there is a description of the two 
divisions of the world as Heaven and the Earth, or ot^ the thre 
divisions as Ektrih, Atmosphere and Heaven. It is this that has 
developed into the doctrine of the Five Elements! it the later stages 
of thought In India. The Five Elements refer to different stages 
in the evolution of the material world from some absolute stage 

beyond the sphere of man's knowledge. 

65, I will present the Five Elements as standing for the 

following stages : 

L The physical world, the P/thwi, the Earth, l'his can be 
divided into material parts, and the parts again into 
smaller parts, until we come to the smallest materia 

particle, . - 

2. Water with sweetness, as found in the Vedas, is associate^ 
with knowledge or vrisdom. This is the “ Thought Stage 
from which the objective world evolved. Even m the 
Veda, and prominently in later thought, waters are given 
as the source for the formation of the phi sical world- 

3. and 4. The Energy Levels. There U the light-heat stage 
and the motive energy stage. 1 he first is the l ire and 
the second is the Air. 

4. Sub-energy level. This is Ether. 

66. It will be found that according to the NySya system, there 
is no heat at the Air level, and above the Fire level there is the 
cold touch, which means a complete cessation of the heat aspect. 
In the Air level, there is heat as motive power, and so it cannot 
be spoken of as completely free from heat; yet heat is not appre¬ 
hended as heat. Thus Air is spoken of as neither hot nor cold. 
It is when the level rises above the Fire endowed wuth heat 
and light that heat completely stops and there is cold much. 1 hat 
is the “Thought” level, the Water level. The relation of Water 
to “Thought” will be dear at a later-context, where physiology 
will be taken up; here sensory activities of the human Ijody will 
be rdated to water, The sub-energy level also will be dealt 
with in a later section. 

67. The substances, divided tinder nine headings as the Five 
Elements, Time and Space, Soul and Mind, cannot be appro- 
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bended except through some attribute. It may be through 
colour or smell etc. it may be through two objects being near 
and far so far as time and space arc concerned* or through 
happiness etc. in the case of the Saul The system enumerates 
the qualities that can abide in substances. Some of them abide 
only in specific substances like sound in Ether and knowledge in 
the Soul. Others like number are found in all substances. Some 
are eternal, like the number £E Onc J * in Ether or Time or Space 
which are indivisible and unitary* The dim ensio n of substances 
like the all-pervasive, unitar)' substances and of the ultimate 
states of materia I points (applying the term dimension to them in 
a rather loose way) cannot change and so is eternal. 

G& The most conspicuous feature regarding the relation of the 
“Qualities" to the substances is the appearance and dis-appear- 
anee of certain qualities in the first four of the Five Elements 
and the combination of parts to form a whole and the division of 
a whole Into its parts- The appearance and disappearance of 
qualities and the changes of qualities are brought about by a 
particular kind of contact between the substances and a certain 
energy* the heal abiding in the clement known as fire* Matter 
in the energy level cither converts itself into matter at the 
physicaJ level* or operate in and through the matter in the 
physical level* 

f>9. When there is such a particular kind of contact of “Heat” 
with a substance or when a whole is divided into its parts* what 
happens is not a mere surface phenomenon- The Njqya theory' 
is that there is a dislocation to the very' last stage of the material 
points constituting die matter- Thus if I break a jar into two 
parts, there is a reduction of the whole matter to the final stage 
of the material points and a recombination into the two 
parts. 

70, This conversion of the material points into gross matter 
through the various stages of gradation of matter in the energy 
levels on account of the operation of energy and the reduction to 
the ultimate material points of the gross matter, goon eternally 
and in the w hole universe. There is no isolated event in the world 
nor is there an event that is confined to the gross matter or to the 
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energy or to the ultimate material points. The world is a |S Whole”* 
without a blank or a vacuum or a negation or an attfenee. There 
is a design in the world that accord to certain geometrical forms 
and abo to certain numerical patterns. Matter in every form and in 
every numerical pattern at the various moments and at various 
places constitute the effects in the world, and every effect is a new 
entity, being a new combination of factors to form an aggregate. 
It is in this sense that there is “Creation” of the world out of the 
non-dimensional material points, A design implies an intelli¬ 
gence, and this universal intelligence behind the universal design 
is termed "God t? . 

71, The material world is a designed combination of the ulti¬ 
mate material points. What is called an all-pervasive entity, as 
distinct from the combinations of smaller purls of matter to form 
larger structures, which latter thereby are divisible, is only a pos^ 
tulate to explain facts in the experienced world and is in itself 
beyond the sphere of our investigation. Thus the aH-pervasive 
entities of Ether and Time and Space and Soul arc all postulated 
on the evidence of facts known to us s and they do not come 
directly within our experience. But effects cannot come into 
being in such an all-pcrvasivc entity in its absolute state. An 
effect, being an effect, has a limitation, is Unite; what is limited 
and finite cannot be directly related to what is ukimated and what 
is infinite. Therefore an effect which is limited, can be produced 
in an infinite substrate only when such substrate is conditioned 
by a limited factor. Thus ajar cannot be produced in Infinite 
Time or in infinite Space; it can be produced only at a Time that 
is conditioned by certain limited factors, and sob the case with 
Space; the conditioning factor is the existence of the causal 
aggregate. Similarly s knowledge cannot arise in the infinite 
Soul; it can be produced only in the Soul as conditioned by a 
limiting factor, the limiting factor being the physical body of the 
knower. Thus, there can be no finite events in infinite Substrates, 
The substrate is presumed to be infinite, all-pervasive and 
eternal only to the extent that its real nature is not within the 
sphere o four direct experience; they are postulated only to explain 
finite facts. 
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72, When a ray of light is produced in a material source, it 
was presumed tn modern science, that the light is propagated 
through some extra-mater ial medium, which is all-pervasive and 
infinite. The material source of the light moves away on account 
of the rotation and revolution of the Earth, and if the light is 
projected towards a target, that target also moves in space, the 
result is that the light-wave is cut off from the source and the 
target. This is the theory. But in actual fact,it is found that the 
movement of the source and the target has no influence on the 
propagatio n of the I ight i n the form of a wave i n the extra-material 
medium. According to the Nydyv philosophy, the light that is 
produced from the source and projected to a target is an effect, 
and being an affect it is a limited event; what is limited cannot 
be directly related to what is unlimited, tor this reason, the 
light remains tied on to the conditioning factors, namely the 
material source and the material target. 

73 , Light, and every kind of energy, is a material phenome¬ 
non. It operates in the material world. When a source of light 
emits light and when it falls on a target, the whole of the source 
and the target is affected l>y the light. It is absrobed into the 
material content of the target, and it was emitted by the material 
content of the source. That material content has a physical aspect 
and also sub-physical (Energy) and sub-energy levels. The light 
may be reflected by the target or it may be allowed to pass 
through it and go beyond. What is absorbed into the target may 
be re-emitted in another level within the energy levels. 

74, From the ultimate stage of the material non-dimensional 
point, there is a two fold development. One is along the organic 
line and the other is along the physical line. Some of such ulti¬ 
mate material non-dimensional points remain and get associated 
with the organic formations. They are termed the sense-organs 
in the Ny&ya system. This the material content of the phenomenal 
world consists of physical matter, organic bodies and sense-organs. 
To the extent that the whole world develops according to a design, 
and to the extent that a design pre-supposes an intelligence, 
the whole world is an organic body presided overlay the universal 
intelligence. 


ORIGINATION from ATG&AS 


219 


75 B All the three import m! doctrines in the JVjrcjtf system 
noticed above regarding the development of the physical world* 
namely the Atoms and the Geometrical Design and the Numerical 
Scheme have their counterpart in the development of philosophy 
in the West, From the time of the Greek civilization. Some of the 
theories like the relation of matter and energy and the product ion 
of effects in extra-material medium* have their counterparts in 
modern science abo. In ancient I ndia there had been two stages 
of philosophical development. In the Vedic age there were 
thinkers who could see beyond the physical world, but the thought 
of those times are preserved only in the poetic literature of the 
Vedas which we have and not in the terminology' of philosophy 
current in those days. We have to infer the philosophy from the 
poetry that we have. In later stages, thinkers were trying to 
explain the philosophy of the Vedic times, preserved in tradition 
in terms of the physical world* and they used the terminology 
that was appropriate for the physical facta known to them + 



CHAPTER XIV 

Vedanta i TRANSFORMATION OF THE ABSOLUTE 

L The Rational and the Transcend* niaL 

L After the Vcrdic age, the thoughts of India toot two 
directions, both of them being continuations of the Vedie 
thought. They dtd not develop conflicting currents; both of 
them were in mutual concord. The difference was only in the 
emphasis. In one set of systems the emphasis was on the nature 
of the diversified world, and the nature of the Absolute got a 
place in those systems only as an auxiliary. The consideration 
of the problems of the diversified world led the thought into 
the border-lands of the Absolute as a necessary “Thither”. But 
the considerations stopped at that stage. They did not take the 
Ausolute into the sphere of the systems, 

2. Consequently, the systems depended only on two modes 
of knowing* perception and inference (with subsidiary aspects 
of inference} 3 for establishing the facts that came within the 
scope ol the investigation. These two modes implied their limi¬ 
tations also; there was need to recognise another mode ofknowing, 
transcending perception and inference in range, to bring certain 
problems relating to the Absolute within the general scope of 
philosophical investigation. Such a need ww inherent in the very 
nature of the two modes of knowings But all the problems 
coming within the specific scope of the systems could be investi¬ 
gated by the application of the two modes; thus they arc 
absolutely rational. 

3. Other systems of thought also took shape in which the 
main problems related to ihc Absolute nature of the experienced 
things in the phenomenal world; they did not ignore the phent*- 
menal world at alL But the chief field of investigation was the 
Absolute, and the phenomenal world came into the systems only 
as the “hither” of the Absolute, just as the Absolute came into 
the other systems only as the “ beyond” of the phcnomcna.1 world- 
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In the former set of systems, perception and inference formed 
the chief modes of knowing, and a mode of knowing transcending 
these two* in the form of what is designated “Authority 11 was 
recognised corresponding to the reality that transcends reason, 
recognised in the system^ but not deaJt with in detail. In the 
latter set, it is this “Authority 11 that is accepted as the chief 
mode of knowing* and perception and Inference are also re¬ 
cognised as modes of knowing for realities on this side of the 
Absolute. 

4. The two systems that constitute this latter set are known 
as Mimdntsa, One is called ihc P&rva-rnimdmsa (former system 
of investigation) and the other is called the Uttnra-Mm&ikia 
(latter system of investigation)* just as the term Brdhmana 
means only the interpretation of Brahman or the original texts 
of the Vedas, and consists of the interpretation of the ritual and 
of the philosophy, and yet is restricted in general application to 
the interpretation of the ritual portion, with the term Upanigad 
applied to the interpretation of the philosophy, in this case also, 
the term Mimdmsd is restricted in general application to the ritua¬ 
listic investigation, and the term Vedanta is used to designate 
the philosophical investigation. Thus Mimdmsd in the restricted 
application is related to the B raft mana portion oft he interpretation 
of the original texts of the Vedas, and the term Vtddnfa is related 
to the Upmi&id portion. In these two systems* the fundamental 
problems about the Vedic rituals and the Vedtc philosophy 
are handled. I should have dealt with the problems in the 
Mmamsa system earlier and the problems of the Vedanta system 
later. But the contents of the Vedanta have greater affinity 
with the contents of the two systems already dealt with, 
and so, that system is taken up first. There is another reason 
fur reserving the Mi mams d system to the last- that system is 
uncompromising* and resisted without any reservations the 
changes that had come over in thoughts and beliefs after the 
Vcdie age. 

5. It has already been seen that the same truth about the 
nature of the world of phenomena and its relation to the Absolute, 
has been presented in different aspects in the Sdftkftya and the 
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jYj tp g systems. The difference was brought about by the slight 
difference in the angle from which the problem was looked into. 
The Sankhya took the positive world to be an evolution of lhc 
Ultimate through changes in attributes and other aspects. As 
such, the Absolute must be a positive continuum, an all-pervasive 
fluid filling the universe without any difference in aspects, a 
uniform. In the Nyaja system, the positive world was taken to 
be a combination of positive parts assuming different structures, 
different forms and different sizes. The Absolute, as such, is 
a positive continuum of the smallest parts, each with an indivi 
duality and a speciality, a multi-form. In the Sdnkhya system, 
the cause and the effect arc ihe same material with different 
attributes, in different aspects. I n the JfySj* system the matena 
cause and the material effect arc the parts and it* whole, as 
distinct entitle. 

6. In both the systems, the main subject matter was the 
phenomenal world. In what has come to be known as the 
jfjtjut system there had been two starting points. One is called 
the Ny&yi system (primarily a distinct one}, and the other is called 
the Vaiiesika system, and the latter practically merged in the former 
and ceased to continue as a separate system. In the primary 
fyiya system it is said that through a correct knowledge one can 
attain the highest goal. Correct knowledge consists of a discrimi¬ 
nation among sixteen categories consisting or modes of right 
knowledge and objects of correct knowledge, along with various 
modes of erroneous knowing and imperfect knowing. In the 
Vaiiesika system, it is said that the system deals with Law and 
defines Law as what leads to Elevation and the ultimate Goal, 
The goal is to be reached through a discriminative knowledge of 
the six-fold categories with their mutual similarities and dis¬ 
similarities. The SaAkkya system proposes to expound a method 
of terminating suffering through a discriminative knowledge 
of the manifest world and of the unmanifest Absolute and the 
knower. The process of knowing in all the three essentially 
one of rationalism. All the systems recognise some modes or 
knowing that transcend rationalism, thereby implying realities 
that fall outside of the sphere of ra tionalism. 11 is clear that these 
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Systems did not propose to consider the nature of the Absolute* 
and confined their treatment to the phenomenal world, 

7, In the Vedanta and in the Alimdmsi, the scope and the 
method are both entirely different. The scope comprehends 
The Absolute and the method is what he* beyond rationalism. 
The Vedanta starts with the definition of the scope of the subject as 
Brahman (Absolute), which is the source of this phenomenal world 
and in which this phenomenal world is maintained and into 
which the phenomenal world dissolves itself, A “Science is the 
only channel for knowing this ISrahmari 3 and the subject of 
Brahman pervades uniformly the entire “Science 15 of the relcvcnt 
nature. It is after this preliminary statement that the main 
subject matter is taken up, 

8, “Thereafter, hence, a desire to know Brahman (Brah¬ 
man-philosophy), arises* 5 * This is how the original text starts. 
The Sanskrit word for “thereafter 51 can also mean “what follows 11 ; 
but what follows is not a desire but a treatment of a subject, 
and as such, the meaning of the word cannot be that. If the 
desire to know' arises “thereafter 15 , one has to specify what it is 
after w hich such a desire can arise. There is some slight difference 
of view on this point among the various exponents of 
the tenets of the system. But all are agreed that a study 
of the Veda is a necessary preliminary for such a desire to legiti¬ 
mately arise in a person. There is one school according to which 
after the study of the Vedas, one must investigate into the nature 
of the Law working in the Universe and live a life: in accordance 
with that Law r , and it is only at this stage that a legitimate desire 
can arise to know the nature of Brahman {the Absolute)- Another 
school holds that the desire to know the absolute can arise when 
one studies the Vedas; neither the investigation and understand¬ 
ing of the nature of the Law p , nor life according to such Law is a 
necessary preliminary for the desire to know the Absolute to 
arise in a man. All that is needed is that there should be some 
intellectual and moral qualities in a man* besides the study of the 
Vedas, 

9* In this connection it must be understood that the 
other systems of philosophy come within the scope of the general 
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study of the disciple along with the study of the \ edas. Lit era* 
ture, grammar, logic and various other subjects formed integral 
parts in the general study of the disciples who were receiving 
instruction under a teacher in his home. Such instructions in 
the earlier stages were not imparted in the gardens of the homes 
of the teachers. Classes were held in the seclusions of the gardens 
by the teachers only Jbr imparting instruction in the mysteries, 
in the secret doctrines relating to the nature of the Absolute. 
The true nature of the Law- as developed in the MimdjksS must 
also have been taught in such gardens, though there is no exprt ss 
mention of it in the texts available regarding the system of educa¬ 
tion in the Vcdic times. In so far as both the Vedanta and the 
Mimemsa contain critical investigations into the real nature ol 
certain truths coming after the general study of the \ edas along 
with various related subjects, it may be presumed that both the 
subjects were taken up for instruction in the gardens. Students 
following that higher course of studies were exempt from various 
disciplines and restrictions chat were obligatory for the general 
students. The Sdnkhya and the Nydya came within the general 
course of studies, while the Veddnia and ihe Mmathsd [both being 
critical investigations into the nature of the contents of the Vedas) 
formed subjects for a course of studies that came after the general 
course, meant only for the few students who had a desire for such 
a higher course of critical studies about the subjects that were 
taught in the general course. 

10. Corresponding to this difference in the gradation in the 
course of study, there is the difference in the nature of the 
problems that were taken up for discussion in the Mimamsa and in 
the Vedanta. In the Sankhya and in the JfySya, the phenomenal 
world was the chief topic for study, and the problem of the abso¬ 
lute was just taken up and set aside as falling outside of the system 
of investigation in them. What fell within the scope of reason 
was what was taken up in these two systems, and there was only 
an indication, even an assertion, of realities that fall outside the 
scope of man’s reasoning faculty. Here in the Mimdmsd and in 
the Vedanta t realities that transcend reason form the real topic 
jbr investigation. Perception and reason, come into the picture 
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only as a side issue and not as the principal modes oi knowing the 
subject matter in the discussion, 

u. There had been the tradition of a time in the far ancient 
past when some persons of transcendental faculties and abilities 
could see things of the world in a way different from the way 
in which ordinary people can sec them. There is also literary' 
records preserved for such experiences of the Tew gifted people, 
Yaska who has Witten a book on vedie exegesis known as the 
Jfmtkta says that there were in the past some gifted poets. Sages, 
who could have a direct vision of the Absolute Truth of 

the objective world and of the Absolute Law functioning in the 
world- The days of such gifted poets h ad vanished . a n d they have 
left for the later generation a set of literature recording such 
transcendental records, in the form or the Vedas, 

13 * In such records there is found frequent mention of 
things known only to the few, concealed from the ordinary people. 
Such hidden facts were revealed to the transcendental vision oi 
the few gifted poets who have left such records behind* There 
are discussions about the nature of such truths preserved in texts 
know n as the Brahmaim and the Upanijads* The Vedanta takes 
up such records contained in the original texts left behind by the 
gifted poets and in the t j panisads* The Afim&mift takes up the 
records left in the Bmhmanas or texts interpreting the ritualism 
of the Vedas, along with the original texts. 

13 . The teachers of die Ytddnta take notice of statements 
in the Up&niftids like: 4 T am Brahman \ “Know Brahman and one 
becomes Brahman”, “Thou art That” and “Here there Is nothing 
that is many”. They lake such statements found in th cUpaiii- 
tads abng with many discussions and many views found scattered 
throughout the Upanhads in a consistent way, and also along 
with statements found in the original texts regarding the vision 
of realities that are concealed from the view of ordinary persons. 
Both for the initial knowledge of a reality that is beyond the reason 
of man and also for the final realisation of such a reality, the only 
authority are the statements consistently met with in the Vedas. 
The final realisation is a direct experience* but one can he 
directed along that course only by the statements found in the 
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Vedas. If one- develops some kind of transcendental vision, then 
too there is the realisation even without the help of the Vedas. 
But such eases arc few, and for all practical purposes it is taken 
as a fundamental postulate that the efforts of a person towards 
the understanding and realisation or the Absolute arc the con¬ 
sequences or the statements found in the Vedas. Mere the term 
Veda should not be taken in the limited sense of the texts known 
as the Vedas; any statement of a person who had a direct vision 
of the Absolute is a Veda ; so far as the ancient thinkers ol that 
period in India arc concerned, the Vedic texts formed die only 
Veda in the wider sense of the term. But they never confined the 
si unification or the term to such a small set of texts. 

, , u has been found that in the Sdnkhya system there i* 
a dissatisfaction in the intellect on account or its own limitations. 
There is some higher faculty, and there is a reality transcending 
the normal faculty, coming within the sphere of only such a 
higher faculty. This is recognised in ihcSankkya system. us 
k indicated in the *y*«n. The SS*k& system is explicit 

in the matter when it is said that whatever falls outside the sphere 
of perception and reason can be cognised only through the tes- 
timony or reliable persons and or scriptural authority. In t ic 
system the view that there is what is called the direct 
experience of God and also of people endowed with logic powers, 
comprehending truths that fall outside the sphere of normal modes 
of knowing, indicates the insufficiency of the normal modes o! 
knowing and also the existence of realmcs that can be compre¬ 
hended through such transcendental modes and only through 

such transcendental modes. . 

, c In the S£nkhya system, it was promised in the beginning 

that the intellectual dissatisfaction, some kind of internal sutler- 
mg, can be remedied through the discrimination or die knower, 
the phenomenal object of knowledge and the absolute object ol 
knowledge. All that the system could establish was that there was 
such a distinction in the universe; the exact nature of the 
three did not come within the investigation of the system. I his 
hitter aspect is clear from the postulation of realities and of modes 
pf knowing that transcend the normal objects and the normal 
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modes of knowing. In the Jfjdya system the highest goal 
is readied only through the realisation of the absolute truth* 
and that included the knowledge of God and of persons with 
Yogic powe rs and the objects of such knowledge that fall outside 
the normal modes of knowing* Thus the special subject matter 
of the Vcddnta is implicit in the Sdnkhja and in the A^jdjKt* 
fix) The Absolute and iht Phenomenal* 
iG. The VedanUt claboi“ates the points of view that are 
only touched upon, that are implied in the Sdnkhya and in the 
The Absolute comes only within the sphere of some 
super-rational modes qf knowing, and such an AI>soIutc is found 
mentioned an the available records about the direct experience 
of that Absolute by persons of ancient times who could have 
such a direct vision of the Absolute* and such mention is very 
consistent in the texts. The insufficiency of reason to grasp 
the Absolute is also clearly dealt with in the Vedanta* The Abso¬ 
lute is ihat from which this world of experience has arisen, in 
which it is sustained and into which it merges. This world of 
normal experience that comes within our perception and reason, 
cannot have come into existence by itself, it cannot continue 
and be sustained by itself, and it cannot resolve into itself. 
There must be somcting beyond. 

17 , The texts of the Vedas that preserve the records of the 
experiences of thinkers with transcendental powers of vision* 
contain statements relating to the impossibility of diversification 
as an absolute factor of the universe : “Here there is nothing that 
is many 11 . It is also stated that there is an ultimate reality 
whence this world fans arisen, in which it is sustained and into 
which it resolves. The many cannot be the al>soIutc truth ; 
this is taken as some sort of intellectual necessity ; this is found 
in the thoughts of various countries and of various periods in the 
history of man’s thought. Even in modern times, this is taken 
as an axiom. In the Evolution Theory what is accepted is not 
merely a regulation or gradation of species in this world, but also 
the emergence of a higher from a lower, the transformation of 
what is undifferentiated into a differentiation or the transformation 
of what is less differentiated into greater differentiation. The 
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differentiated world is an emerge nee from an undifferentiated 
Absolute ; this b the foundation of the Theory of Evolution, 
The other two points in the Vcdic thought that the differentia Led 
world is sustained in the undifferentiated Absolute and that it 
resolves itself into that, may not be cardinal doctrines in the 1 heory 
of Evolution. But suds two postulates are implied in the one 
point that h common between the Vcdic thought and ihe modern 
Evolution theory- 

18 , When there is differentiation of what was absolutely 
uniform a nd when this process of d i fferentialion cont imies, a stage 
will come when further differentiation becomes impossible. In 
the first stage of d if Fore n nation, elements of uniformity too 
continue, and this element of uniformity becomes reduced in 
extent as differentiation proceeds. In the course of such a reduc¬ 
tion of the element of uniformity between two facts or more, it 
must end in the complete clemination of die element of uniformity 
between any two facts. That is the stage when the world is an 
assemblage of individual; facts that cannot he further divided into 
smaller facts and when no tw r o facts have any factor that b 
common between them. That b the stage of indivisible facts, 
while the first stage b that of an undivided fact- We speak 
of differentiation only in respect oflacts that can also be grouped 
together. The differentiation is between groups ol uniform in* 
dividual facts. When what was a unity and w hat was undivided 
becomes what catmot be divided* wliat is indivisible, there is no 
difference between the first stage when there was no division and 
the closing stage when too there is no division, 1 lie final stage 

is again the stage of the Absolute. 

lcj. When there was the stage of the Absolute and when there 
arises another stage of the Absolute* there being no division in 
cither* it goes without saying that the Absolute did not vanish from 
the world. The differentiation could have been only in this 
Absolute, and not in something that is different from the Absolute- 
The differentiation is sustained in the Absolute and therefore 
the differentiated the is arc also sustained in the Absolute, Thus 
in the modem Theory ol evolution also, there are the three points 
of differentiation stal ling from an Absolute* being sustained to 
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the Absolute and culminating in the Absolute. The difference 
between ancient Indian thought and modern Scientific theories 
is not on the question of the Absolute and the Differentiation ; 
but there is a difference and that difference is in the relation 
between the Absolute and the Di fferentiations* in the ground fur 
this differentiation of the Absolute. Why did the Absolute 
start on a course of differentiation and change and Evolution ? 
On this question there is a great difference between ancient 
Indian thought and modern scientific theory. 

2 cl In ancient India, the Absolute was accepted as of the 
nature of the essence of Life, what they term Brahman* 1 bus in 
the Rgveda, die Absolute is spoken of as of die form ol a Person v 
immense and transcending the world of experience, and there 
arose differentiation Vif&i} in this Absolute Person. Elsewhere 
the Absolute is spoken of as an immobile Existence* in which 
there arose the phenomenon of a Will, which shows that the 
essence of Life was in that Absolute. The Upanifads also refer 
to the desire in the Absolute that it may become differentiated. 
The differentiation b an intelligent process in the Living Abso¬ 
lute- In modern science the Absolute is dead matter and the 
differentiation is a blind process without any life or design behind 
it. In modern science it is not a mere agnosticism, a mere indif¬ 
ference to the problem of the 11 why 11 in relation to the change 
of the Absolute into Differentiation. The dead nature of the 
Absolute Origin of the differentiated world is a cardinal doc trine 
in the science of modern times, and yet they assert a Natural Law 
followed in this processor Evolution- It the Natural Law can be 
identified with the Essence of Life, there is no more any difference 
between the two systems of thought, 

21 . Modem scie nee simp] y asse rts that the original Absolutc 
has no life and that there appeared the phenomenon of change 
and Evolution ; it also asserts that what is called Life is a later 
phenomenon in this process of Evolution. But they refuse to 
discuss the problem when and why and how this change fir^t 
started in the Absolute and what exactly is the relation between 
the Atis j lute and die phenomena. It is none of their affair. 
Even without discussing the problem and finding a solution for 
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it, their science can function and progress. The nature of the 
world proce^ is, according to modem science, a change from what 
is uniform to what is differentiated* There is also such a change. 
It is not merely a question of the world being constituted of an 
infinite number of facts that can be grouped and arranged in 
a series of gradation* There is a movement from one step to 
another* and the step is in the direction of differentiation from the 
stage oi uniformity. Lesser and lesser uniformity and greater and 
greater differentiation—this is the nature of the world process. 
The degree of differentiation settles the position of a fact or group 
of facts in this gradation, whether it is in a higher gradation or in 
a lower gradation. 

In ancient Indian thought, the doctrine that a change 
ii'om what is uniform to what is differentiated marks the direction 
of the world process, seems to have been accepted- Hut the 
other point that this change is one of progress docs not seem to be 
so clearly recognised- In Indian thought, the position seems 
to be that what is more differentiated marks a lower position 
in the Scries of gradations and the world process is a movement 
from the higher to the lower. According to the Vedic belief 
as recorded in the jEgftv/d and continued in Eater literature, there 
was only the perfect Absolute in the beginning, from which arose 
a differentiation ; the first product of this process of differen¬ 
tiation is the personal God^and then there were the gods and the 
dcmi-gudsnnd the wise Sages, who started the process of creation , 
Beasts and birds and humanity came at a later stage* Some 
of the original human e volutes of this first process in differ¬ 
entiation arc the real creators of the facts and events of the world* 
and they are called the Prajafatis (the Lords of people). They 
assert different stages and gradations in the process of the creation 
of the world, from the original creation to the creations by such 
Pmjafatis. 

$ 3 . Although there is reference to the Absolute and the 
production of differentiation in it, and also to the origination 
of a Will in it, and although there are various references to crea¬ 
tion and the birth of even gods, the idea of a beginningless nature 
in the world is also there. This becomes very prominent in 
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ihc discussions of the philosophical implications of the original 
texts of the Veda, in the Uponisadic portion of their commentaries. 

In later philosophical systems of India, this idea of there being 
no absolute beginning for the world process has become a cardinal 
doctrine. Asa matter of Tact, what is called time is also an 
evolute, and we cannot speak or a relation to time ior the 
Absolute and its hist modification into a differentiation. The 
Absolute is Absolute free from limitations of time, and differed 
tiation too is outside the UmitatIons of time. Arran^ninits .1 
events in the world on the time scale can come into operation 
only after the appearance of the evolute called l hnc . 

24 . All kinds of dtfficukies arise if we relate the Absolute 
to the limiting factor of time and also refer the differentiation, also 
tn such a limiting factor. For one thing, the Absolute ceases to 
be Absolute by such a relation to a limiting factor. If we say 
that the limiting factor was there in a dormant state and did not 
operate as a limitation, we have to say why and how and when 
the limiting factor became an operative factor. Did the cause 
for this change exist in the limbing factor or in the Absolute. 
Why did it not start its operative course prior - Arc we to postulate 
the appearance of a new factor besides the Absolute 
and Time* which brought them into mutual relation? Who 
brought it, why and when and how? These are difficult questions 
that will arise* Reason defeats itseir by raising such questions. 
The only way in which reason can save itself is to deny any rela¬ 
tion of the Absolute with the limiting factor of Time. 1 he Abso¬ 
lute is there, and the events of the phenomenal world arc there 
arranged on the scale of the time which too is within the 
phenomena. There is the Absolute and there Ls also the pheno¬ 
menal world, in which Time is an integral factor, I he indivi¬ 
dual phenomena in the world can be related to 1 ime, but the 
phenomenal world as a totality cannot be so related to what h 
within that totality, what is 3 factor within itself* 

25 ., In the Sdfikhya and in the jVj'tf)* systems, there is the 
postulation of an Absolute and also of a phenomena! world. 
But the question of the nature of that Aljsolute and of the rela¬ 
tion of that Absolute with the phenomenal world is not taken 
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up for detailed consideration in the two systems. In the Vfdania 9 
that is the main point for discussion* The great difficulty is that 
we can speak of a relation only between two known things 
that are id be related. The phenomena] world comes within our 
powers of eompichenston* Bui the other factor in postulating 
the relation* namely* the Absolute, Ls outside the sphere of our 
knowing. It will cease to he the Absolute if it comes within the 
scope of our knowing, 

36 . The Absolute is spoken of as what is different from the 
phenomenal world* whai cannot be known through any of the 
sense-organs* what cannot be pondered over by the mind* what 
cannot be staled in language form. Thus we can at best speak 
of a relation between the kiiowablc world of phenomena and what 
b not that. The gifted Sages have some vision of that * but they 
cannot state what its nature is In language form. The Absolute 
is not what can be denied, while it is not what can also be spec!* 
fieally comprehended and stated lit language. The position is not 
that of the denial of any thing beyond the phenomena 5 an assertion 
of such as a vacuum, as a void,, what is technically called a 
Nor is it the position that the phenomena as a whole can be related 
to vvhat is beyond the phenomena in the way in vyhlch one pheno¬ 
menon can be related to another phenomenon- By the very 
nature of the problem* such a relation cannot be specifically stated 
or known. And this is the position that is found in the texts of 
the Vcda„ both she original texts and the commentary portion. 
The point of such an uncertainty is clearer in the commentary 
portion known as the Upanifad* Various views are stated, various 
attempts are made to stale the view of such a relation in language. 
The purpose is not to reach the point of success in the effort 1 
what b kepi in view is to emphasise the Imposibility of success 
in such an effort. This Is what Is found to be the position in the 
Upanifadj* 

27 * This might have been sufficient in the time or the 
Upamjads; but the situation changed when there was a specific 
doctrine about the “beyond 11 of the phenomenal world. When 
it is asserted* as the thinkers of the Buddhist School do* that the 
phenomenal world including its experience, b a scries of errors 
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and that the beyond, which is the Absolute and which is the 
Reality, is a vacuum, a complete void, the S Snja, the position of 
the Vedic School too has to be stated in language from, and the 
Vcdic view is that the Absolute is also of the positive nature which 
the world a* In the phenomenal world there is an admixture 
or what is positive and what is negative. What is Absolute cannot 
be such an admixture. If it is only one or the other, then the 
positive nature is nearer the truth than the negative nature so 
Tar as the Absolute is concerned. This is the position taken up by 
the followers of the Veche tradition in thought. In the later 
literature, called the VtJdnlic literaturc p there is an attempt to 
express the nature of the Absolute in language form and also 
to express the relation of the phenomenal world to that Abolute r 
This has taken different channels, for its flow ; 
wc speak of different Schools within the kWaji/a. One view is 
that there is no kind of relation between the phenomenal world 
and the Absolute, The other view is that thep henomcnjl 
world is related to the Absolute. In the latter alternative, there 
are vaious views regarding that relation^ The MomStic School 
Sankara is itself divided on this issue, one section postulating 
a relation and the other denying any relation at all, between 
the phenomena and the Absolute. There are two other main 
schools, which accept a relation between the two. In the 
Monistic School, the identity of the two, the Absolute and the 
phenomena h is recognised, while in one of the other two schools, 
such an identity is recognised only with some qualification, and 
in the other no sort of identity of the two is recognised. It 
cannot be a real difference of view regarding the nature of the 
Absolute and its relation to the phenomena, in so Tar as the 
real nature of the Absolute is beyond the capacity of man. The 
difference is only in the way in which such a nature can be stated 
in language which* by the way* is applicable only to the pheno¬ 
mena p and in wrhich such a ntation between the two can also be 
stated in language* 

ag. The nature of what can be accepted as Absolute is that 
it is not an accumulation of what is finite. Ifwc start with the 
finite* and proceed* wc can never reach a stage when it ceases 
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to be finite and when it converts itself into the infinite. We 
have an infinite number of finite facts in the world ; the totality 
of all such infinite facts can only be still a finite reality, and such 
a process can never end in infinity. If we start from the number 
“One” and proceed through “Two”, “Three” and so on. 
we will ever remain in the region of finite numbers. It may be 
that our capacity to count may get exhausted. But that is not 
the stage of arrival at infinity. Infinity is not i [lability to continue 
in Unity, Infinity is the cessation of a finite nature and not the 
cessation of the ability of grasping the finite nature. The former 
is inherent in it and the latter is what is external to it. Thus, the 
Absolute or the Infinite ls not the aggregate of the Suites ot of 
the phenomena. 

30 . This h more or less the standpoint in the Monistic 
school of Vedanta, What wc experience is what has a limi¬ 
tation ; what has not a limitation cannot lie comprehended. At 
least there is the limitation of the division into a subject and 
on object in all events of a cognition* This bifurcation is 
in itself a limitation. Further, * m actual experience too it is 
found that wc cognise only a limited object, something as different 
from other things, something confined to limited space and time- 
We never cognise a thing as a mere “this” with an independent 
individuality. And our own awareness of ourselves is as the ex¬ 
perience of such limited objects. So, a limitation in nature is 
inherent in every experience. What is Absolute must not have 
this limitation of a distinction between Subject and object and this 
limitation in time and space. The Absolute just "Is” - M it is just 
an “Experience". It is freedom from any limitation that 
constitutes the Absolute nature. There is the Absolute and there 
is also what is Relative. 

3 1 - If die Relative is entirely different from the Absolute* 
then there are two things that arc real, and each is different 
from the other. Such a position brings about a limitation in 
what was accepted as Absolute. The Absolute by Its very nature 
is real ; and what is experienced cannot be denied, in spite of the 
limitations in it. Thus, in relation to what is recognised as the 
phenomena with II mi unions, we cannot postulate either reality 
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or unreality. Both come into conflict with facts, either a 
denial of the Absolute nature to what is Absolute or by a 
denial of reality to what is really within our experience. Thus 
the phenomena is neither absolutely real nor is it totally unreal. 
This is what is meant by the view in Monism that the phenomena 
is an illusion, what is technically called Milhjd. 

3 a. The literature relating to this School of though , makes 
use of other terms also like Alika v TucAd and, AnFtd* In all such 
terms there is an element of truth associated with error in the 
connotation. Not one of them mean a void,, a vacuum. The 
word for void or vacuum Is Smya, and the world ol experience 
is not accepted In this system as Sutiya, the absolute vacuum or 
void. As a matter of fact here is no vacuum or void in this world - 
It is a continuum of positives associated with a negauon a and such 
a continuum of positives as associated with negatives is what b 
called the phenomenal world ; the phenomenal world is neither 
the continuum in its own nature nor is it the aggregate of the 
negative elements. 

33 . The phenomenal world b experienced ; but it docs not 
come within our experience in its entirety. It is just like the finite 
numbers ; the mind of man has a limitation l>eyond which even 
the mind cannot comprehend the finite ; this is loosely termed 
"infinite” But the true infinite is not a stage in the ascending 
order of the finite*. In the same way what is truly the Absolute 
is not the phenomenal world in its stage that transcends the sphere 
of human comprehension. What Is called the finite, phenomena 1 5 
world is alo infinite In the sense that it goes beyond the sphere 
of human understanding. Such an infinite world of phenomena 
is without a beginning and without any spadal limitation, so far 
as our own capacity to understand goes, 

34 . It is this latter aspect of the infinite that Is called the 
Ispara (the Supreme God) in the Monistic School of I tdanla. 
It is the aggregates of the finite that Is within the sphere or hum an 
understanding and something more, something that human 
mind cannot grasp. It is the **Bcyond M [The £c/in f as mentioned 
in the Vfddnki School that accepts the Absolute as qualified, the 
Vtiiflddvatia School), of which the particulars within the under- 
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standing of the human mind form parts (Jnirar), as mentioned 
in the same School- This Absolute is capable of being associated 
with differentiation it is capable of being the whole of the 
experienced differciutation!i? s and something beyond. It may also 
be that the differentiations within the sphere of human under¬ 
standing form a group, and what is beyond is anotlier category ; 
this fatter being the Absolute. Within the differentiation, there 
is life and inert reality, with their mutual differentiations as two 
groups and with internal differentiations between the individual 
different** 

3 ^ In this w ay there are five aspects of differences, accord¬ 
ing to the last variety of thought within the Vedanta t mentioned 
ust above* There is the difference between the Absolute and die 
differentiated, which itself forms two groups, the sentient and 
inert. Thus the differentiation from the Absolute is of two kinds, 
corresponding to the two groups of the differentiated world. 
Then there is the mutual differentiation of the two groups, one 
being the sentient and the other being the inert. Within each 
of these tw<j groups, there arc the differentiations between 
1 he individuals. These are the five kinds of differentiations* 

36 . It will be found dial the three doctrines (i) die doctrine 
of /tom (die Supreme God) and the world of man and of the 
inert matter, both being die phenomenal world with the 
Absolute, being only an abstraction entirely beyond man's capa¬ 
city to understand by any means cither perception or reason- 

and (it) the doctrine of the Absolute being the Beyond 
(UiesV.fi a) and being the Whole (the Athfin) in relation to this 
experienced world that is what remains (%a) and that forms 
the parts {Amfas), and (iff) the Doctrine of the Absolute being 
the Supreme (Fdw), different from the experienced world of die 
sentient individuals and the men matter, are not antagonistic 
to each other* They are brought about by die way in which man's 
limited capacity to understand attempts to understand what is 
beyond its capacity. “I am Thai 1 ' ; * 4 t am m and of That” ; 
^larn different from and Subordinate to That”. In the first 
position, there is an absolute denial of the “I” as separate from 
* t Th*t” ; m the second there is the inclusion of the “I” In 
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* l That” ; in the third, there is a surrender of the *T* to 
"That”. 

37 . I may try to illustrate many point by taking the example 
of a picture by a true artist. Are the individual colours identical 
with the Art without any individuality of their own ? Or are they 
realities in the Art* being parts of the Art, with -the Art itself 
as something more too ? Or is there an Art with the colours 
different from the Art ? The Art Is there ; but no one can under¬ 
stand that Art as it really is* Each sees the Arc in his individual 
way. No one can say that only one way of looking at it is right 
and that the others are against the Diets. All are aspects of the 
truth, and not one of them is the truth, the whole truth and the 
only truth- This is the relation between the an and the colours 
in the art- 

38 . There is the Art. Even the artist could not have under¬ 
stood tiie Art in its absolute nature. Perhaps he could have 
identified himself with the Art, and in that case, his individuality 
is lost and he is merged in the Art. The nature of that stage is 
what he cannot remumljcr when his identity [3 restored. That 
is what he cannot represent by any means in a way tliat could 
be understood by others. Thus the painting is not the Art ■ 
i[ is only the aspect of l he Art that can be comprehended by 
human mind. Another artist may have the experience of a (.rue 
Art through that painting; arid in that stage he too loses his 
individuality* Even to the artists, Art is only an abstraction 
and not a reality within Ills experience, what he can communicate 
to others* The experienced Art is not the Absolute Art. The 
experienced Art can be thought of as a collection of colours 
with an Art that Is beyond of the individual colours with their 
dimensions and mutual relations and mutual proportions, with 
an Art that includes the colours within itself. It can also 
be thought of as an Art that is separate from the colours. This 
is only an attempt at illustrating what is without an example. 

3EP Even the Monistic School of the Vtdtinta does not deal 
with the absolute *'Absolute** in any categorical way* The true 
sphere in this school is only the phenomenal world* The goal h a 
dissatisfaction with experience* with the insufficiency of experience 
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to find satisfaction within itself* while there is nothing that is be* 
yond that can give that satisfaction* This results in an abstraction 
of something that is not What is experienced. This is only an 
abstraction from what is experienced ; it is not a grasp of what 
is not within experience; as a matter of fact the term “what is not 
within experience is a contradiction in itself This is a negative 
stage. So, the content of Monism is only a denial of the ■‘Many” 
as the Al^sohite. Even what is spoken of as the absolute 
^Absolute” in Monism is only a denial of the absolute nature of 
what is within experience and not an assertion of the absolute 
“Absolute' 1 , 

40, Ii is this negative position that is criticised in the other 
two Schools of Vndfiftttij namely, (i) the School of Monism with 
a qualification* that is, Monism of the Absolute that is within the 
comprehension of man, not of the absolute “Absolute* Monism 
that docs not culminate in a pure negative state, and (li) the 
School of Dualism, where both the Supreme and the Individuals 
are accepted as absolute realities* with in the comprehension of 
map's mind. In these two latter Schoob, there is no positive 
denial of what can be termed the absolute “Absolute”. There 
is only a refusal to admit such a doctrine along with a w ill to stop 
at what is within man's comprehension, at relating the “All” 
to the “Few” that are known* or at least con be known. 

4 J * When the different aspects are understood in their rest! 
nature* there is no conflict among the different aspects. I have 
been always saying that there cannot be any conflict among the 
Teachers P If the Teachers had met, they would have 
understood mutually ; there would never have been any quamt 
among them, relating to the aspects. 1 hey w^ould have recognised 
each as possible aspects of w hat is one. The quarrel arose be¬ 
cause of the propagandists who look up the cause of the differ¬ 
ent aspects. They wanted adherents, and adherence to any one 
is not true adherence, unless there is departure irorn the others. 
Schools of pure philosophy got entangl ed in the schools or Mona*- 
tic Orders. 

4a. The three Schools of thought are related to three Teach¬ 
ers, Sankara, Ramanuja arid Madhva. They advocated the 
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three modes of approach to the content of man** experience, 
Sankara Is not the originator of 1 the School of Absolute Monism, 
nor is Ramanuja the originator of the School of Monism with 
a Qualification. Gaud^pada, who is according to tradition* ihe 
teacher's teacher of S ankara, had already expounded the doc trines 
in the form of a work in verses, added as supplement iq one of the 
Upani$ads t to the Aland ukja-Upmisad* There is a. view that this 
is a Buddhistic work j but it has become one of the authoritative 
texts as the basis of the Monisde doctrines. Ramanuja definitely 
sap that he was only reviving an ancient system of doctrines, 
doctrines that had previously been taught by Vamunacarya. 
The absolute nature of the experienced reality was an old doctrine 
in India. It is this that L& accepted in the Nyaja and in the 
SdnUrya Schools of philosophy. The reality of dilTcrenccs among 
the various types is also an old belief. 

43, It is the three Teachers who gave a form to the differ¬ 
ent aspects of the same doctrine alx>ut the Absolute* There is a 
view that Sankara gave the death-blow to Buddhism in India ; 
it Is also held* as supported by the Buddhistic tradition, that 
Sankara even iiilliitnced the great Rulers of India to persecute 
the Buddlusts. It is very likely tliat Sankara was brought up in Lhe 
Buddhistic School of thought ; perhaps he had Ins education in 
such centres where the rationalistic tendencies and ami-Vedic ten¬ 
dencies were very prominent. He must have had lus orthodox 
training* in the traditional way* in Vedic texts. He accepts a study 
of the Vedaa as a necessary preliminary to philosophic dunking* 
though the seeker of truth need not have performed the various 
rituals prescribed in the Vedas* On account of his training in the 
Buddhistic centres of learning, he himself had no occasion for the 
performance of lhe rituals prescribed in the Vedic texts which 
he had occasion to study* But he claimed his right to take part 
in philosophical speculations and discuss matters In open assem¬ 
blies* 

44. From the time ofNagasena, who has expounded his nega¬ 
tive doctrine tliat the world is a void and who expounded i 1 as the 
true doctrine taught by Buddha himself, the denial of an absolute 
value to the reality of the world of experience had become a card!- 
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naJ doctrine in all Buddhistic centres of thought and learning. 
The Buddhistic texts give no support to a doctrine of the positive 
nature of the world of experience, while Sankara had imbibed 
the doctrine of the positive nature of the world as taught in the 
Vedic texts and in its traditions. The interpretation of the Bud¬ 
dhistic texts asserted the nature of the world as an absolute void. 
Although the statements in any text h not authority for postulating 
any theory about the nature of the Absolute, the texts give some 
hint for such a postulation, and that is why Sankara has said that 
the study of the Veda is a necessary preliminary for the postula¬ 
tion or the doctrines that he was trying to enlarge upon in his 
system. What he really could have in his mind is that the deli¬ 
berations about the Absolute cannot be a natural sequence to the 
investigations about the experienced (acts of life. The urge must 
come from some transcendental source m f the light comes from some 
super-normal source. Perhaps there is a hint here that he was not 
able to derive any such urge to think of the nature of the absolute 
from the Buddhistic texts which lie had learned and that He had 
his urge cm account of the Vedic texts that he learned, 

45, He accepted the position of the interpreters of the teach¬ 
ing of Buddha that what is experienced has no absolute value as 
reality. But he rose to the further abstraction that there is 
something that is of a positive nature* that is beyond or this 
and ii not this. The “This” and the “That” cannot be two 
separate realities and the only conclusion that is possible is that 
“This” is also “That”* that the “This” is an aspect of 
and that the “Thal”ts the Absolute in itself He did not demolish 
Buddhism at all. He gave it a new turn^ and the new turn is 
in the direction indicated by the Vedas, The question whether 
the traditional interpretation in Buddhism had any cor¬ 
respondence with the actual teachings of Buddha or whether 
what is interpreted is a deviation from the Path of Buddha, did not 
arise at that lime. He w r as concerned only with Buddhism as 
interpreted by the followers of that School, He did not devi¬ 
ate from the Buddhistic doctrines as interpreted in the tradition 
of Buddhistic schools ; he passed beyond that* having accepted it 
only as a stage in the journey towards the goal. He was not at all 
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an anti-Buddhist* His relation to Buddhism may be compared to 
the relation of the “Vital btie School" of modem thought to the 
Theory of Evolution. 

4 ^* While Sankara accepted the Buddhistic stand-point, 
he did not rebel against the Vcdic school with its ritualism. Just 
as he did not accept t he position of the Buddhists as the find 
position, but only as stage* he did not accept the ritualistic doctrines 
as a final position. Ritualism too was only a stage in the journey 
towards the goal. He pointed out a goal that can be reached 
both through the Buddhistic path and also through the Vcdic path 
of ritual ism. He was noi a partisan ; he Ibund unity between 
the two conflicting paths. Because he was not a partisans he 
was considered as an opponent by both; that is the irony of 
neutrality, the tragedy of impartiality. He could be a friend 
of the two conflicting parties ; but the parties’ position was that 
one who is not an enemy to one’s enemy is no friend to the one. 

47. Within the original texts of the Vedas, there is no con¬ 
flict between the portion where the rituals are interpreted and the 
portion where the philosophy is interpreted ; similarly, within the 
* s Systems of Philosophy” also, there is no conflict between the 
School that advocates Vedic ritualism, the Mmdmsd system, and 
the system in which the Vcdic philosophy is interpreted, the 
Vedanta system. Neither in the original text of the Vtd&nla School, 
what arc called the Sutras, nor in the interpretation of the text bv 
Sankara is there an open attack on the doctrines developed in the 
Alltnnmsd system. AH that Sankara has said in the earlier portion 
of the commentary that he has written on the original text, is 
that ritualism is not the only gate through which one can enter 
the garden of philosophical wisdom ; that is one of the gates and 
there is the other gate of the Buddhistic. The final goal Is beyond 
both ritualism and the Buddhistic theory of negativism ; It is 
also beyond the position of absolute positivism and a qualified 
acceptance of Monism* 

43 . The great objection to the doctrine of the VrdanU j 
system which Sankara evolved from the side of the other Schools 
of the same system relates to the term which may be 
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rendered as “Illusion”. Sankara used the term in one fleicft 
and the criticism was based on another meaning of the word. 
The word is a technical term- The word, in Sankara*s terminology* 
means what cannot be accepted as cither absolutely real or as 
absolutely unreaL This is what is only relative in the matter of 
its reality h Our whole experience is a composite of factors that 
are relative- There is the difference between the cxperiencer and 
the experienced object, and also the process of experiencing 
and the modes of experience- Not one of them can be thought 
of without relation to the others. Then there is the difference 
between "This 5 " and "That** between "Here” and "There” 
between "Now 5 * and "Then” and between the various other 
attributes associated with the factors without which the factors 
themselves cannot be thought of. in so far as not one of them 
can be asserted within itself, without relation to one or other of the 
facials, there is no absolute value to any one ; each one is relative 
to the other. This is not a denial of the "I” ; this Ls not a denial 
of "You * 3 ; this is not a denial of "This 11 or of "That”* An 
"Illusion” in ordinary language contains an dement of a denial. 
Even in a statement that “This is not that”* there is no denial 
of anything ; the nature of being "This” is not denied of “That”, 
in this statement. What it means is that there is “This 55 and also 
“That"* and that "This" is relative to "That" ; "This” cannot 
be "This”, unless it is related to a "That”* without a “That 5 * 
there is no possibility of thinking of a “This” .. There is no denial 
of one in the other ; there Ls an assertion of the two, each in relation 
to the other. This is not what can be colled "Illusion”. 

49* There can be no relation between two things that are 
absolutely different from each other. Two things arc related to 
each other only if both arc aspects of a single fact. Unless the 
object and its colour are aspects of a unit* we cannot think of the 
object as having that colour. So, the relative nature of what 
appear to be isolated factors h itself the basis for evolving a doctrine 
that the isolated factor are aspects of a single unit : each factor 
is the whole of that unit. It is when there are two factors each 
of which is th c whole of what is the composite* that we can say tha t 
they are related to each other. Thus relativity itself guarantees 
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the absolute nature of what are related. Sahara uses the terra 
fitfya (Illusion) to express this experience of the unit as composite 
iactors. If there is any element of denial in the system evolved 
y ..‘ankara, it is only a denial of any possibility of a real denial 
with reference to anything in this world. 

50. I he objection raised against Sankara’s system is that 
the experiencer and the exprerience and the experienced object 

and the mode of experience are all "Illusory", what is it that is 
to lie considered, who is it that can consider and how. This is 
not a true presentation of the position and an honest criticism 
of it. It is a distortion. What Sankara says is that all the fao 
ton arc there as aspects ora unit, and that unless they had been 
related to one another as factors in a unit, they could not have 
been related at all, 

51. Each factor in experience of the world is the entire 
Unity, the Absolute, and the experience of the Unity, the Absolute, 
as factors related to one another is not the experience of the Unity 
as a unity but as aspect of the Unity. This experience or the Unity 

“ of the Unity is what is termed MUk* 

die Illusion . Such an experience is also expressed by many 
other terms, like "Arndy* (nescience), Mayd (delusion), Adhyasa 
(super-imposition) and Bhrama (confusion). The essence of 
everything is that the Unity is experienced as aspects of the 
Umty. The aspects constitute the reality within the sphere of 
experience, and Sankara never called people to abandon 
the relative realities of experience. It is the Unity itself that is 
Mperienccd as the aspects, and if the aspects are abandoned, the 
Umty too is abandoned. What Sankara emphasises is that the 
aspects should not he taken as absolute realities ; they must be 
accepted as aspects of the real Unity. 

53. The aspects are as eternal as the Unity itself. The 
difference between the aspects and the Unity is not that the former 
is produced and liable to end, while the latter U eternal. The 
difference is only in this that the Unity is real in itseir, while the 
aspects are real only in relations to other aspects. Such an experi¬ 
ence of the L nny as aspects Is termed a FIm or transformation. 
Sankara has to use language, which is not sufficient for the 
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subject matter which he is dealing with. So, the terminology 
used by Sankara must be taken with the limitation when we 
interpret his doctrines. 

53. Just as Sankara says that though it is the contents of 
the Vedas that give the urge for man to turn his attention to the 
metaphysical problems and that the Vedic ritualism has no part 
in it, similarly, Sttmnjasa y “Renunciation”, too is not a necessary 
preliminary for philosophical inquiry. Any one with the neces« 
sary equipment can start on the inquiry. The equipment con¬ 
sists in a desire to secure relief from an intellectual dissatisfaction. 
The relief shall have no relation to any temporary profit, to any 
worldly, practically gain, to any mental passion. The aspirant for 
philosophical inquiry' shall be absolutely scientific in his approach; 
just a desire to know shall be his urge. 

54. In the teachings or the Vtdanta 9 there is no call to leave 
this world and to go to another place or to reach another condi¬ 
tion. Emphasis on a difference between this and that world, 
between Matter and Spirit, between worldly suffering and escape 
therefrom and on such matters is against the true spirit of the on* 
ginal Teachings. Sankara might have been a Samnj&iin, a 
Recluse. But one does not become a Sankara by wearing the 
robes of a wandering ascetic, which Sankara was* The System 
degenerated into a system of escapism* indolence and indifference 
on account of association with religious systems, and SamnjSra, 
renunciation. Is only a religious institution. The system of 
Vedanta teaches only a scientific way of looking into the nature of 
the particulars in our experience, which, being particulars* are 
relative and do not have an absolute reality. The Life Absolute 
is an undifferentiated Unity* and each one of the factors in the 
differentiated world of experience is that Unity itself. The 
differentiation is a feature in the life of experience and not the 
nature of the Life Absolute. It Ls only a way of looking at things, 
a way of understanding things, and is not a path to any goal. 
If differentiation in the Absolute can vanish then the Absolute 
is absolute ; when there is differentiation, the Absolute is pheno¬ 
menal* We can say in ordinary language that the Absolute 
transforms itself into the differentiation. But this is only a state* 
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ment and not the true fact. To state that each different is the 
real Unity is a nearer approximation to the nature of the 
Absolute. 

55. In this way there are the three systems of thought in 
India which have evolved three distinct modes of stating in 
language what the real nature of the world is* Ultimately, that 
nature is to be realised through no other mode than that of a 
direct experience ; the teachings in the various systems are only 
sign-posts on the road of the seeker, giving directions towards 
that goal, and they are not at all rest-houses at the end of the 
journey. 

56. In all the three systems, namely, the Sdnkhjm-aim To>ga, 
the _Y>vy«i-CLim Vaisciikn and the Vedanta, Matter with Life 33 
inherent in it would have been sufficient to explain all their 
metaphysical doctrines. But a dualism of Matter and Spirit 
came into the systems as a cardinal doctrine, being a necessary 
sequel to the belief in what is called "Release” from a world 
that is in its own nature a bondage for the Spirit, Matter being 
the binding factor for the Spirit. This is a compromise with 
religious beliefs on the part of philosophy, 

57. Approach to the problem of God, which is a vital factor 
in Religion, has also become different in the different systems, 
on account of the difference in the starting point. Terms like 
“The Supreme” (I&ara) to designate God found their way into 
the systems on account of the nature of the language current at 
ihai time. A term like "Natural Law” would have been suffi¬ 
cient for philosophy to satisfy their terminological requirements. 

58- Now we pass on to an entirely different system of 
thought. The above three are interpretations of the philosophy 
of the Vedas with a compromise with Religion, while the fourth, 
now to be presented, is the uncompromising picture of that 
philosophy, interpreting Religion. 
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chapter XV 

Mimamsa ETERNAL AND DYNAMIC AND HEAL 

i. & (ImdmsS is a system of though t that is someth i ng unit) ue 
in the world. It is the direct heir to the wisdom of the Vedas, 
but was later displaced from that position, It was even dis¬ 
inherited, and had to go to the wilderness, so to speak. The 
system was neglected from very early times in India itself; 
in some parts of India, the system had practically gone out of 
currency, and few scholars studied the subject, U will not be 
far wrong if an assertion is made that the system continued to 
be studied and understood only in the South of India in later 
times. It was never a system that was despised by the adherents 
of the Vedanta system in ancient times, although there is some 
Such notion current in modern times. As a matter of fact, 
practically all the exponents of the MlmdmsS system were also 
celebrated scholars in the Vedanta and writers in that field. 

The system must originally have been a part of the 
HfimSrltid system in its wider application, namely, an investigation 
into the purport or the Vedas, comprising ritualism and philo¬ 
sophy. The Mimdrwd text consists of twelve chapters ; there is 
another work called the Sankatosa-h^a, which deals with some 
forms of contemplations and disciplines, and then there is the 
text of the Vedanta system expounded in four chapters. All 
these twenty chapters form a single system. The separation 
of the Mimamsa text in twelve chapters and the Vedanta text 
in four chapters into two separate systems is a later phase in the 
development in the system of investigation into the ultimate 
purport of the Vedas, It is also based on a mistaken reading 
of the philosophy of Sankara, who gave a form to the Monistic 
interpretation of the Vedanta thought. Sankara is a Sanmydsin, 
an ascetic, and as such he must be antogonistic to ritualism ; 
Sankara criticises the interpretation of the Vedanta, which latter 
interpretation took a definite shape in the School established by 
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Riimamija and that is known as the VUistMvaita or Monism 
with a qualification. In this School, there is a synthesis of 
SamySte fRenunciation) and Ritualism, It is according to this 
system that the twenty chapters form a sin$e system, ccnsistin g 
of the twelve Chapters or Mlmamsu proper and the four chapters 
of Vedanta with the intervening four chapters called the Sankaffa- 
kanda dealing with forms of contemplation and disciplines. 

3 All that Sankara has said is that the understanding o 
the system of the ritualism of the Vedas and the observance of 
such rituats do not form necessary preliminaries for the investiga¬ 
tion into the philosophy of the Vedas. If there is some sort or 
intellectual dissatisfaction and if there is a desire to find a solution 
for some mysteries that agitate and disturb the mind, and if 
there Is the correct scientific attitude towards such philosophical 
problems, developed in a man, he is equally eligible to enter the 
field of philosophical speculations. The Vti&ta system can 
become a part of a single system or twenty chapters or it can 
be also an independent system. 

4. To understand the position of iarikarn correctly, one 
should know the mutual relation of the three portions of the ori¬ 
ginal text relating to Vedk interpretation. The test is generally 
known as Brdhmnnas, just as both the Mimimd and the Vedanta 
are to he called Manaihsm. But the ritualistic Interpretation came 
to be known as thcBrafaarias, and the other portions are called the 
Jftttffakof and the Upanifads. Sankara has recognised the Upomfods 
as later portions of a set of unitary texts, when he comments on 
the Uftanisais, The MirnamS, the Satikaria-kantja and the Vedanta 
have the same relation to one another which the Brahmanot and 
the Amyakas and the Upaifads have mutually within the 
texts on Vedic interpretation. Sankara interpreted the L'panisads 
without interpreting the earlier portions, and in the same way he 
interpreted the Vedanta part of the text relating to the system ol 
Vedic interpretation without taking up the Mimdiitsa portion. 
While in the commentary on the Upantfads, the texts are expressly 
stated to be the later portions of the texts, following the portion 
relating to ritualism, Sankara does not expressly state a similar 
relation of the Vedanta text tq the Mimadtia text in so many w ords. 
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But lie admits that a study the Vedas is to be presumed before 
starting on the philosophical investigation, and he accepts 
that the investigation can also start after the understanding and 
practice of the rituals of the Vedas. 

5, In modern times, Mimamsd is practically neglected and 
in dealing with the philosophy of] ndia, some small space is allowed 
to the Mimdtftsd system more out or courtesy and as a mark of 
adherence to the tradition of Afimamsa being one of the systems of 
thought in India, rather than as a recognition of its philosophical 
importance, It is the VedSnta that takes the major portion of the 
treatment of the different aspects of Indian thought, and even 
here, the Monistic interpretation of the Vedanta is allotted more 
space relatively to the other modes of interpretation. Thus Max 
Muller devotes 90 pages for the Vedanta in his Six Systems of Indian 
Philosophy and only 2c pages for the A limdttud, Dr* S. R ad ha krish- 
nan allots 215 pages for the Vedanta in its Monistic School, and 
allows only 55 pages for the MimSmsn system, in his History of 
Indian philosophy. M. Hiriyanna in his Outline of Indian Philoso¬ 
phy gives 70 pages for the Vedanta and 3S for the Mimdihsa; S.N, 
Das Gupta in his History of Indian Philosophy has 320 pages for the 
Vedanta and 40 for the Mittt&msd. Even here, the Vedanta is the 
Monistic School of the Vtddnla, and the other Schools are ignored, 
and sometimes even omitted Trout the treatment of the Vedanta 
system. 

(i, \V hile many books arc available in modem times giving 
an account of the Vedanta system, practically very few books arc 
available where the Mimamsd system is interpreted* Indian 
philosophy has come to be identified with the Vedanta system, 
and for all practical purposes, VedSnta is restricted to the Monistic 
School of the Vedanta, But it must be asserted that there has 
been a shift Trom the Mimdritsa to the Vedanta, in India itself, 
and the present emphasis on the Vedanta is due to this shift. An 
ancient work called the Sama-darJana-sangraha or tht Compendium 
af All the Systems ofPhilosophy, by Vidyaranya lays an emphasis 
on the Vedanta system. The great Bhagacad Gita, which must 
have been originally a work with a partiality for the Anmdtitsa 
has become a basic text of the Vedanta system. A VtdSntk intciprc- 
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ration is attempted for most of the great works in Sanskrit, which 
must originally have had a Alimamsd bias, like the 
and the MahdbhdrM. Kalidasa, it is tried to make out* was also 
a Vedantm advocating Samnyasa f renunciation. 

7. But we shall not lose sight of the fact that if the great 
scholar Vidyaraflya has emphasised the Vedanta system in his 
Sa fra-darsanti-so. ^raha or the Compendium of oil the System of 
Philosophy ,hc has also written authoritative works on the Mimdmd) 
the ( Joim imya-nydya-mdtd-msiam ) the Stringing Together of the 
Garlands of the Rates of logical Investigation ^ as expounded by Jaimitii 
in his Mimariisd ), and he has also interpreted all the Vedic texts, 
bath the original texts and the commentary portion* which form 
the basis for the MimdThsd system* Vidydranya was the Head of 
a Monastry Dedicated to the Admit# (Monistic) Thought at 
Sringerl ; this fact also we must keep in mind. I n the Rhagawd 
Qiidy there is no denunciation of ritualism* there Is a frequent 
and continuous and consistent advocacy of an active life, and 
there is open denunciation of renunciation by those who are not 
worthy of it. The Rdmdyana and the AInhdbhdrata glorified the 
active life led by the heroes there. Kalidasa really sings of the 
beauty oflife on the Earth and contrasts that beauty with the 
lesser life of the gods in the Heaven. 

0 . There is no literary work, small poems or longer epics o 
dramas in Sanskrit Literature, where Samnydsa or renunciation and 
the Vedantic ideals are glorified. Practically no ascetic comes on 
the stage, and if any ascetics are introduced, it is only to engage 
them in helping active life in the world. There is practically no 
literary work where ritualism is not glorified. Home and married 
life* duty of the citizens, the aspirations and the activities and the 
disappointments and successes of the individual, are the main 
themes worked out in all the literary works. 

9 + Certainly* the value of understanding and some sort of 
Idealistic touch are found in all such works ; but Mimdmsd is not 
against either, and they form integral factors in the Mlmdmsd 
doctrines. The Afmdmsd system had deviated into paths of 
materialism* Interpreting the world as a sort of dead machinery* 
with no place for human personality and for thoughts and un der* 
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standings, just a series of formal actions without any goal. 
Kumarila Bhatta T s attempt was to restore the human element to the 
±\fimdmsd system when he wrote bis monumental works explaining 
the doctrines of the system. He says : “For the most part, the 
Atlrmrfcd system has been turned into Materialism in this world 
and this work is undertaken to' re-direct it into the realsstic 
channels.” The great difference between the Mlmdrhsa view 
and the later phases in the interpretation of the Vedanta doctrines 
is not in their attitude towards understanding as a factor in phi¬ 
losophy; the real difference is in respect of the need for Samitydsa 
or renunciation for philosophical speculations. Mlmuthsd holds 
that the h ighest form ofphil osophical investi gatin is possi ble wit h 
the maximum of success even in an active life. The two systems 
began to go apart from each other only when the Veddnia began 
to be interpreted as a system of estop* from the world with all its 
sufferings and when the Mlmamsd maintained the original attitude 
that philosophy aims at understanding the world, so that one may 
lead a really true life. True Vtddm recognised the value of life 
and true Mlmdrhsd recognised the value or understanding. 

ID. What is unique in the Alirrmmd system is that it refused 
to compromise with the new trends of thought which had been 
finding their way into the life of the Indian people, and w hkh 
gradually permeated the whole of the life of the Indian people. 
The new trend may be stated to be the belief in the nature of life 
in the world as suffering. There is a pure Self which got entan¬ 
gled into Matter that is impure. The goal of man's activities must 
lie to secure release from this entanglement. The method is to 
retire from activities. This is a position which Alhndrksd refused 
to recognise. 

11. The Sdnkhya and the Toga systems recognise a pure 
Puntsa^ (the Person) and the entanglement of this pure Self 
in Prakrit (the Matter). The goal is Kaimlja, the state of being 
^Itself 1 without being entangled in something else. Fhe^^fl 
and the Vnilesika systems speak of the goal being Aissreydsa or 
the Supreme Bliss ; they also make use or the term Apamrga^ to 
get cut away, which must be from some foreign ingredient. The 
Veddnia has the term Moksa or Mukti, both meaning freedom or 
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release. In al] the systems, man in the state of life is different 
from his real nature ; and man’s goal is to be restored to his real 
nature* free from such entanglement. Life is a state of Bandkt i 
or bondage^ state of Bubka or suffering. If this process of life 
has a beginning, then the question has to be answered how the 
Pure Self got entangled in the Matter ; if there is no beginning 
for such an entanglement, there can be no end either* and the 
goal is knocked off. This difficulty is recognised in all the systems, 
and to get over the difficulty* they argue that the life process 
with the Self entangled in Matter has no red beginning ; the 
cause for such an entanglement is what is to be called Adsta t 
what cannot be known. Although what has no beginning cannot 
have an end* they have to accept one exception,; in the case of me 
Pure Self securing release from the bondage though the bondage 
has no true beginning, Yei they say that the Self is Pure and has 
got entangled in Matter, which is foreign to it. From the true 
rationalistic point of vtcw r , cither the Self is by nature associated 
with Matter, and as such there is no question of a bondage or 
release, or the Self that is pure got entangled in Matter from 
which the Self has to be released; and in this case the method ot 
such entanglement must be explained. If there is an eniangle- 
men t of what is Pure s then even after the release, there is the p< ss« 
sibility of rc-entanglement just like the prior entanglement. But 
the systems cannot accept any of the alternatives. They are in the 
curious position of having to assert that the Pure Self got 
entangled and can and must be released* and when once the Self 
is released* there is no danger of another entanglement in future; 
at the same time* there is no prior time-limit when the en¬ 
tanglement took place* which can be ascertained. 

is. The Mzmdmi does not recognise a Self absolutely de¬ 
tached from Matter, a Self that is free from activity, a Self to 
which association with Matter and activity are limitations pro¬ 
ducing suffering. The world, according to the Mlmmud system* 
is in a state of eternal movement* it is dynamic by nature. The 
Self and Matter form a unit, which unit is Man. Man is a 
dynamic reality. Suffering is not an inevitable factor In human 
activity* and man can attain the ultimate goal of unalloyed 
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happiness even in a state of activity. There was neither a begin¬ 
ning, and there will neither be an end for this mutual association 
of the Self and the Matter, and for this dynamic nature of the 
world and of Man in it- Man was ever here and the world was 
always here, and they will ever continue so. 

13. What is characteristic of the Mlmirksd is this refusal 
to move by even a hair's breadth from the original and pure 
philosophy of the Vedas. In the Vedas, even including the 
[Jp3Tii$&dsj there is not the slightest hint of the world and the liic 
in the world bung of the nature of a bondage and of suffering. 
The world is there and man is happy in it. Life Is noble fcor man 
in the world. There Is no reference to sin and its consequences In 
the form of Hell, .in the Rgvtda, which U the earliest of the Vedior 
texts. There is Heaven, which is only an extension of life on earth- 
There is no migration from life on the Earth to Heaven, in the 
Jjtgvt da. The clement of suffering in life and the doctrine of re¬ 
lease from this world which as a bondage, is a far later development 
in Indian thought, Buddha never taught a system of pessimistic 
philosophy; to Buddha, what is called suffering is only a temporary 
deviation from the normal course In the world, which normal 
course i$ of the nature of happiness. 

14. When Buddha's teaching makes an assertion that there 
are four great truths, namely, suffering* the origination of suffer¬ 
ings^ termination of suffering and the method of such termination, 
there is no hint that one has to leave this world and to migrate 
to another region and another stage- If the eight-fold path for 
the termination of suffering has any meaning, it teaches the pos¬ 
sibility of attaining supreme happiness in this lift- If through 
ihe eight-fold path, man cannot be happy in life, then Buddha 
ceases to he a Buddha, in so far as he continued in life, and in so 
far as life is bondage and sin and suffering. Such a doctrine of 
suffering is quite welcome to the Mlmdihsd and that is the philo¬ 
sophy of India. But many new factors got admission into the 
Buddhistic thought, and Mtmdmsd comes into conflict only with 
such later accretions. As a matter of fact, the complaint of 
Kumarila Ehatta, who is the greatest exponent of the Vedic 
thought, is that those who interpret the teachings of Buddha arc^ 
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not faithful to the Teacher, 

15* Rumania Bhatta's position is (hat man is in this world ; 
unless this is accepted t philosophy has no meaning. The scope of 
philosophy is to understand the ultimate meaning of what is 
known and what is experienced; the understandings the 
experience may not have any ultimate truth within them. But 
unless there is some truth related to them, may be externally, 
there is no meaning in trying to understand them. The purpose of 
philosophy is not to deny what is experienced and w hat is known 
i n that experience- He says that Budd ha’s leaching was based on 
this premise, Kumarila Bhattaknew that he would he condemned 
as one who was trying to demolish some noble systems of thought ; 
he appeals to his possible critics to recognise his honesty of inten¬ 
tion. Says he : “No one shall look at this with a mind set loo 
much of fault-finding ; he himself has no desire to find fault w ith 
others and why should others have such a desire towards him ? 
Even ifth^re be no fault* those with a mind sei on fault-finding 
will be able 10 find out faults in the place. Is there any fact in 
the world on which there is a unanimous view of freedom from 
faults ? iTpeople can keep their mind free front malice, then they 
will be able to detect good things in the words of others and will 
accept them also as Such-” 

16. Rumania Bhatta does not want philosophy and 
metaphysics to be detached from life and the problems of life ; 
and the problems of life are what fall within man’s experience. 
That is why he starts from the world as it is experienced. This 
is the position taken up by the Vcdic peopJc also. There is no 
conflict between religion and philosophy ; philosophy is only the 
understanding of religion, and religion has no value without phi¬ 
losophical understanding. Here, there is perhaps a hint that 
even in the other systems of thought in I ndi% die position of reli¬ 
gion has not been duly recognised] the Sdnkkja and other systems 
are too philosophical, and the implications of life and religion are 
not taken note of there. In the Buddhistic systems, there is even 
an open conflict between the two* 

1 7. Kumarila Bhatta was interpreting one side of the Vedic 
teachings, the ritualistic side. He was interpreting the teaching 
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of the Vedas and not the text of the Vedas. There is another side 
also in the Vcdic teaching, the side of philosophy ; his interpre¬ 
tation is not in conflict with the other side, and that side is fully 
recognised in his interpretation. But the other side falls within 
the field or the Vtdanla part of the Mimariisd, Since both 
are aspects of a unitary teaching, there cannot be any conflict 
between the two ; there must be a positive concord between the 
the two, and such a concord exists between the two. It is often 
said in modern times that in Buddhism, religion and philosophy 
are kept apart from each other and that neither interferes with 
the field of the other. But the question of Rumania Bhaita 
is this : Is it the same Buddha who has taught the religion and the 
philosophy in that system ? If it is, how is it that there is the 
great conflict between the two fields ? What is explained by 
modem scholars as the great success in Buddhism :i the great 
weakness in it, according to Rumania Bhatta. As for the inter¬ 
pretation of the Vedic teaching by Rumariia Bhatta, he starts 
from ritualism and discusses the philosophical implications of 
such ritualistic teaching. Here, ritualism must be taken to mean 
the entire field or man’s activity in his life in the world. If there 
a religion, what should be the nature of the world in winch the 
,. . J 5 ,_ rt «|-irt function and produce its results ? This is 
Scproblem which is taken up when Krnnarifa Bhatta starts on 
the discussion about the nature of the world in winch we live. 

18 Even in our ordinary life, we do not know everything 
which we speak about and which wc engage ourselves in for secur¬ 
ing some fruits ; and in the matters relating to religion, wc depend 
entirely on the instructions of others. So we must know what U 
the reliable authority and what is not. We speak of what is good 
and whatis bad. There is no definite standard for determining 
the nature of these two kinds of actions, and here also tradition 
and social conveniion have a great influence. In the teachings 
relating to the distinction between what is good and what is bad 
and between their Truits, what in short is called “Religion," 
people cannot depend entirely on their own experience and 
their own reasoning powers, Wc have to depend on the experi¬ 
ence and reasoning powers and on the reports of such experi- 
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cnee by others. What is called life Is nm a series of momentary 
impressions ; life has also an element of the knowledge about 
similar experience in others and the relation of their own expe¬ 
rience to the experience of others. In this way, religion stands 
in need of some doctrine regarding matters that Tall outside of the 
direct experience of oneself. The nature or the objects of 
experience outside and their relation to one’s oven experience 
aho become necessary factors in discussing matters relating to 
religion. This is the stand-point taken by KumaHla Bhatta. 

‘S' The reports of the experiences of others contain dements 
like “Thou shall do this", “Thou shall not do that” and other 
factors. There arc doubts and there are questions and there are 
replies. Wc must determine what all s uch things actually mean. 
There are various views regarding the natmc of the external 
world and man’s relation to this external world, dealt with in 
various systems of thought ; within the Vcdie field itself, there 
is die view oj the SdAkhya and of the fiiydya* there is also the 
view of the Vedanta. Kumars la Bhatta is tolerant enough to re¬ 
cognise the various modes of approach to Such matters. They 
are different from the point of view of the Mim&kid system, 
which Kumarila Bhatta U explaining. There is only a difference 
atid there is no conflict, 

ao s But the Buddhist School of Jater dap evolved an en- 
li rely new line of thought regarding the nature of man and of the 
external world and of the relation between the two. There are 
various views developed by them, and they are mutually opposed. 
He takes up the most important ones among them ; he takes 
his stand on the Buddhistic Forum itself and discusses the points 
from their own position, His standpoint is not that their views 
arc opposed to his own and that he cannot, for that reason, 
accept their position. He handles the same weapons which they 
have supplied and he fights with them. He lays aside his own 
weapon, the doctrines of the Vedic systems. He argues his point 

from the position taken up by his opponents, the position of 
reason. 

21. Among the Buddhists, the TogdcSra School holds that 
tin u .ire ideas, but that the ideas do not have any external reality 
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corresponding to it- The Madhjiantik.11 School denies even this 
reality of the ideas. The denial of the reality of the external 
world is common to both. So, the question of the reality or 
unreality of the external world is taken up first for discussion, 
Kumari la Bhatta docs not say that the reality or the external world 
is asserted in the Vedas and also in the systems of thought among 
the adherents of the Vedas, and that, as such, such a reality must 
be accepted . He says that the reality of the external world can be 
denied in two ways either by an examination of the external 
objects themselves or through the appi icati on of reason. That is, 
it can be done either objectively or subjectively, 

an. The reality of the external world is the cardinal point 
which the Mimarhsakas want to establish. Iftherearc di flcienccs 

regarding the details of the nature of such a reality, that docs not 

matter. It is only in the Buddhistic Schools that the external 
objects are unreal. That is why Kumarila Bhatta attacks only 
the position of the Buddhists in this context. The external 
objects should he real if religion has any value. The unreality 
Of the external world is also against the experience of man 
and the reasoning faculty of man, ft is not only the \cdic 
religion that suffers if the unreality of the external world is 
accepted ; the Buddhist religion loo suffers equally. Thus, 
the position orKumarila Bhatta is one of a defence or religion in 
general and not one of a defence of any one religion in particular 
and a demolition of any other religion. And Kumarila Bhatta 
states the position of the Buddhists very clearly w without any 

bias, without any partiality, 

43. Now, the defenders of religion, not of any particular 
religion, should examine the nature of the external objects, 
whether they have a reality or not, and In this investigation, they 
shou! d apply only such m et hods as are acceptable to all the parties 
in the discussion. If it be argued that the absolute reality of the 
external world is not necessary for explaining the functions of 
man within the region of religion, in so far as all such things 
can be explained through an apparent reality of the external 
world there being the Ideas as the absolute reality and also the 
apparent reality' of the external world presumed therefrom, and 
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that as such there Is no need to recognise an absolute reality Tor 
the external world, there is the difficulty. We cannot speak of 
two kinds of realities, one being absolute and the other being 
only apparent. What is apparent cannot be absolute. If what is 
apparent is not absolute, how is it absolutely real, and if it is ab¬ 
solutely real, hose is It only apparent ? The terra reality cannot be 
applied to both what is real and what is apparent, just as the nature 
of a tree cannot be common to a tree and a lion. If it be said that 
though they are two separate words, there is no difference in 
their sense, this is not an honest procedure. What does not 
exist does not exist and what exists exists ; such a position is 
the honest one. 

24. A denial is reasonable if it can b; shown that the cogni¬ 
tion th ereof was through a faul ty m ode of comprehensi on . If, on 
the other hand, it is asserted that whatever is known is unreal, 
then that proves the invalidity oT the knowledge or the unreality 
of the external objects, as well. If both the subject and the pre¬ 
dicate in an inference are unreal, how can there be any inference 
at all . The distinction between Subject and predicate can be 
real only ir both are real. If the cognition is not of a real nature, 

how can one talk about it at all with a view to making it known to 

another ? How is it known at all to the one who talks about it ? 
The position is quite different in the case of the knowledge of 
an absence ; absence is a reality in the external world and its cog¬ 
nition is also valid, just as it is in the case of any positive object 
in the external world. 

25. Ii it be said that in the cognition of an object like a 
pillar, there is no external object like the pillar, this is i n 
con diet wit h an experienced fact . 11 is mie tha t i n the Mima,ha 
realism also, there is the absence of an object at a 
certain stage in the process of the cognition. There are 
three stages in the process of the cognition. There ii. 
the production of the cognition as the first stage \ 
then there is the reference of the cognition to a definite 
laqt, and the third stage is the full cognition of the object. In 
the first stage there is no object for the cognition, at the point of its. 
own production. This does not conflict with realism. What is 
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opposed to realism is the denial of an object its an external reality 
m the case of cognitions at all times. We have a variety of 
experiences, each with a different form, and it is not possible to 
dispense with a basic substrate for such cognitions until such 
•cognitions are set aside by sonic thing that is its contradictory. 
The differences in the form of the cognition are themselves proof 
of the differences in something that is external to the cognition* 
s6. Further, if there be no real difference between what 
is good and what 3s bad, if there be no difference between teacher 
and disciples, as facts of the external world, there can be no real 
instruction by the teacher to the disciple regarding the nature of 
what is good ■ what is good is not a mere Idea ill so far as what 
is good is prescribed for being done also, not merely for being 
thought oh A denial of the external reality of the object that has 
been instructed as what is good w ould result in a direct contradic¬ 
tion of the teaching of Buddha himself* Thus the Bhuddhists in 
their philosophy of “Idealism”, denying the reality of the objects 
-corresponding to the Ideas, repudiate the doctrines of their own 
Teacher. There are many works that are accepted as the direct 
teachings of Buddha himself, and there is a conflict between 
die religion and the philosophy of the followers of the path of 
Buddha* If there is no difference between a cognition of a pillar 
outside and the dream about a pillar, then Buddha and his 
teachings arc not different from dreams. This is the point that 
Rumania Bhatta again and again brings forward in refuting the 
philosophical doctrines of the Buddhists, that they are opposed to 
their own religion ; he does not bring in the conflict of Buddhist 
philosophy with the doctrines of the Ved as. 

27* If it is held that the ideas involved in all arguments 
-are devoid of any externally real object* that would result in a 
universal negation, and if it is held that some of the ideas involved 
in the argumentation have reality in the case of the object com-* 
iprehcndcd in the argument, then the whole argument falls to the 
ground. The very distinction of what are comprehended within 
a syllogism and others would itself be impossible without a reality 
attached 10 objects, whether they arc comprehended within the 
jyUogism or fall outside of it. Is there any reality for the object 
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in the notion of the unreality of dcams ? FT the notion h false, 
then dreams are not false. In the same way the falsity of the 
notions like a pillar is also contradicted and the notions of pillars 
are not instances to prove the falsity of noxious of external 
objects as external realities* In the same way, are the notions 
about momentary character, distinctness and existence correct 
or not ? If they arc* the inference about all ideas being devoid 
of an external reality as the basis will not be conclusive ; if they 
arc not, there is contradiction of the very theory that is put 
forward. 

ad. Arc there distinctions like “being In bondage” and "be¬ 
ing liberated” ? Here also, there would be contradiction with 
the religion of Buddha, where prescriptions are made for 
liberation from this world which is a bondage. It cannot be said 
that the doctrine of a denial of external reality in the ease of 
ideas has application only in the case of ideas regarding concrete 
objects like a pillar and not to abstract ideas like good and bad, 
and bondage and liberation; there is no way of making a distinc¬ 
tion like that. And how can one say that the ideas exist? This 
would result in all our notions being unreal. AH doctrines be¬ 
come Talse, and why should one say that while falsity is common to 
all systems of thought, there must be preference for the doe trines 
of the Buddhistic systems' and that the doctrines of Sdnkhji and 
other systems should be rejected ? If external reality is rejected 
as false, thru the ideas too must be rejected for the same reason ; 
and if it he said that some unreal things need not be rejected, 
there results the absence or any restrictions regarding what is' 
real and what is unreal. In the case of the realistic school of 
thought represented by the Mlmdmsakis^ falsity and rejection 
go together. Dream experience is contradicted by waking 
experience and Is rejected. But a waking experience like that 
of a pillar is not contradicted by another experience. 

2 g. Rumania Bhatta's courage and loyalty to truth is 
manifested In the next point that is taken up. The Idealist may 
say that even experiences of waking conditions are contradicted 
an the Yogis experience. And the question may arise whether 
the Aflm&rhsd system would repudiate the Yogic vision. The 
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Idealists may argue that invalidating congilions do arise In the 
ease of the experiences of pillar and other things when there is 
a Yogic vision in which all the differences in the worldly experience 
are unreal s the Absolute as a unity being the only reality. This 
is on a par with the invalidity of the dream on the basis of the 
experience in waking condition. What is Yogic vision is possible 
for all, although it is not attained by all. 

30. Rumania Blunt a is ready with his answer* He is not 
ignorant of a factor called the Yogic vision. But no one is found 
to develop such a vision in this life ; if any one attains to the 
Yogic powers, we do not know what happens to them* What 
little we know of the experiences of the Yogi ns in the Yogic 
state, is against the idealistic doctrine of the unreality of the 
objects in experience. From the point of view of reason also, 
the Yogic vision must have some external reality, in so far as 
they are experiences like our own waking experiences which have 
some external reality as the basis. The Idealists may say that in 
the case of waking experiences there arc counter-factors that serve 
as instances to invalidate them like the experience ofa mirage. 
The realists do not refuse to admit such factors in our waking 
experiences. False cognitions, as in a dream, are invalidated 
through correct cognitions of the waking condition. Even in 
the eases of cognitions of the waking condition, there can be a 
similar invalidation of Some* although they too have the charac¬ 
ter of being a cognition* have an object and have also counter- 
cognitions, like false cognitions. On the analogy of these two 
kinds of cognitions, namely, the cognitions in dream and cogni¬ 
tions in waking conditions, there is no impossibility of Yogic cog¬ 
nitions too being invalid sometimes. Therefore the introduction 
of Yqgic cognitions brings no new factor into the discussions, 
which was not accepted previously. If it is argued that Yogic 
cognitions must be excluded from the sphere ofinvalidity through 
the want of an external reality as the basis* all the difficulties 
about discriminating between the two kinds of cognitions, 
while avoiding an external reality as basis, will reappear. If 
there is no externa! reality as basis for cognitions, dream, waking 
experiences and Yogic cognitions are all alike false, in so far as 
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not one of them has an external reality as the basis. So any 
attempt to draw a distinction between waking experience and 
Yogic cognition on the ground of the latter being free from 
passion etc, will have no place in the discussion. Thus, we have 
to remain in the portion that there are external realities, and 
that a cognition is valid if it is based on such external realities 
and false if there be nn such basis, 

31. Further, dream cognition is not absolutely false. An 
external reality as the basis of cognition is noL absolutely lacking 
even in a dream. In all cases of dream there is an external 
reality as the basis : the relations may be different in dream from 
what are known in waking conditions. There cannot be a 
dream without some previous experience of a real external object. 
It may be during the present life, it may be in some previous 
birth ; it may be at some other time or in another place ; they 
appear in dreams as related to another time and another place, 
and under different circumstances. Similarly, in all cases of 
erroneous cognitions like that of a continuous circle when a fire¬ 
brand is whirled* or like that of a notion of cities in the clouds 
or of water in a desert, there are realities. Even in the case 
of a “hare's horn”, there is a reality. Things that are real 
come within cognition with different relations. The error is 
only in respect of the relation and not in respect of the objective 
material* and the cause of such error In respect of the relation 
can be explained. The notion of a vacuum and the statement 
of a hundred elephants on the tip or a needle also have reality as 
basis, with some other relation. 

3^. The realists accept certain entities that arc never 
perceived and yet coming within cognitions, like the Ultimate 
Uniform of Matter in (he SaMkya system, called the Prakfti- 
Perception requires that the object exists at the “Present lime” 
but other forms of cognitions do not require such an existence as 
the “present time " ; all that is required is that the object has 
a reality in the external world, now or at any other time. To 
the question how a cognition can arise in respect of an object that 
docs not exist at that timw, there can be the reply in the form 


1KDIAN PHILOSOPHY 


s6z 

of another question how it may be concluded lhat objects that do 
not have an existence at the particular time, cannot be the bassi 
for a cognition. The real point at issue must not be dislocated, 
The point at issue is in respect of cognitions having an external, 
real object as the basis. This shall not be confounded with the 
point of the proximity of the object in a cognition. A cognition 
can be asserted to be devoid of a basis only if the comprehension 
18 of the object In a relation that is different irom what it is in the 
eeternal world. Even a cognition that lias a negation as the 
object has* in feet, a real basis ; the negation is not an independent 
entity in itself and it ls r not so eomprehended cither. What is 
called a negation of something is in fact the assertion of that 
other positive thing. Certain points of a very minute nature are 
introduced in relation to arguments based on negative premises. 
1 he Idealists cannot bring forw ard a syllogism like : "That which 
is not devoid of a basis Is not a cognition.” A negative 
instance for such a premise must be of a positive nature, a double 
-negation being a positive assertion. And no such affirmation 
can be made if the objects in the externa) world have no positive 
reality. If it be argued that such is the ease with all negative 
arguments, the reply is made that in the assertion of the impose 
si blity of any person being an omniscient h there is no such diffi¬ 
culty. The argument can take the form: "The perception of one 
who is accepted as omniscient cannot apply to objects that have 
an existence only in future, like our own perceptions/ 3, A nega¬ 
tive argument can be like ; "That which comprehends objects that 
have an existence only in future is not a perception, like an infe¬ 
rence.” Such a position is not possible in the case of the denial 
of a reality as basis for cognitions, according to the Idealist 
Either the argument should relate to a positive external reality 
or the negative aspect must relate to what is positive + 

33 - Now, Kumarila Bhalta say's that he does not warn m 
use any weapon in the fight which the opponent too does not have; 
he docs not take up a sword that is longer than what the opponent 
is also equipped with. But he does not want the opponent to 
conceal weapons in the sleeves. Kumarila BhaUa accepts the 
authoritative nature of the Vcdic scripture; but in so far as the 
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Opponents do not accept it, he docs not also use it in the argument 
h imThe oppon ents depe nd entirely on reason and lie accepts 
reason. But in wielding that weapon, they must handle only 
dam reason. As for those who do not accept any reality, either 
of the objective world or of th? Idea t there is no argument at all. 
But In the case of the Idealists, they must recognise one funda¬ 
mental factor in syllogistic reasoning, that an argument must be 
such as is acceptable to both the sides. This is a fundamental 
position which they shall not ignore in so far as they ^rc experts 
in syllogistic arguments, '[’here are two possibilities : one is 
that the opponent does not accept the position and the other 
is that the argucr himself does not accept the position. For the 
former, I here is some remedy ; but when the arguer himself docs 
not accept the position that he takes up, where is the remedy ? 
And the present case is one of this latter type, ir the opponent 
establishes what he do-s not accept, he would be contradicting 
himself, and if he docs not establish ihc thing, then there is no 
satisfaction for the other side* Here there is a long discussion 
regarding the acceptance oi the premises by the two parties- I 
do not propose to elaborate on the point. 1 have given so much 
from the arguments advanced by Kumarila Bhatta against the 
Idealists, only to show that when he tries to establish the reality or 
the external objects, he does not deviate even by a hair’s breadth 
from the straight path of reasoning. He may have as his ultimate 
purpose the defence of things that are confined to religion and 
prescriptions about the fruits of religious rituals. Unless we are 
real and unless we live in a real world, there is no Moral element, 
no scope for religion in life* The metaphysical problem may 
not be the primary' factor in the AlimdThsd system ; but metaphy¬ 
sics plays as important a part in this system as in any other System, 
just as even in the Vtdtinla or SSnkhja or Buddhistic systems, 

34, KumaJila Bhatta concludes the arguments with a state¬ 
ment that the followers of the teachings of Buddha are not faith¬ 
ful to their Teacher, After all, Buddha is not worshipped as a 
metaphysician who has established the nature of the world as 
a void or a vacuum. He has taught the Dharrmt or the Moral 
Law, His object could have been only to see that people do not 
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stray into the paths of worldly indulgences, which position His 
disciples have converted into a doctrine of the total negation of 
the world. I here is a difference between indifference to the 
world and denial of the world. Buddha’s real teaching lias re¬ 
ference to the Former, and the latter is only the interpretation of 
His disdplcs. Kumarila Bhatta must have felt that he had 
more affinity with Buddha and his real Teachings than even with 
*he propounders of the other systems of philosophy, recognised 
as orthodox and in conformity with the Vedic Path. He was 
interested only in the Moral Order in the world and he took up 
other points like the metaphysical and psychological ones, as 
accessories to the problem of the Moral Order In the world. The 
same is the case with Buddha and his Teachings ; not so arc the 
contents of the other systems in fhe Vedic Path. They aim at 
something beyond the Moral Order and its functions. That 
is why he concludes his exposition and refutation or the doctrine 
or Idealism which asserts that there are only Ideas without any 
real basis in the external wold with the statement : This denial 
of the external objects was taught by Buddha with a view to turn 
away the longings in men for the worldly, postulating a doctrine 
of “residuat impression”, w'hich in truth is false and devoid of 
any rcadonal but somehow or other others began to ding to it. 

35. It is in the same strain that Kumarila Bhatta takes up 
the other views held by other Schools of Buddhism, like ihc Schools 
that asserts the whole, including cognitions, as an appearance of 
a void, of an absolute vacuum. He states their position dearly, 
consistently and faithfully, and then he refutes them, in the 
section from which I have taken the points in detail, the subjective 
point was taken up, namely, an examination of the content and 
nature of our cognitions. Later he takes up the nature of the 
objects of cognitions. His position is that both from the subjec¬ 
tive and the objective stand-points, there must be some concrete, 
positive reality in the outside world as the basis for our experience. 
An Idea is an idea about a reality ; a Universal is what runs 
through a series of particulars. Our direct experience of oh fee is 
and our reasoning faculty' compel us to accept such a position. 

36, Our interest is more in the approach which the thinkers 
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of ancient times made in relation to such problems than in the 
conclusions which they arrived at, Rumania Bhafta never lets 
the scrip lure to dominate man and his life problems in the 
vrorJcL It is experience and reason that necessitates thcpostula- 
lions of factors transcending the scope of reason and direct expe¬ 
rience. That was the case in she Sdnkfya 1 that w r as the east- in 
the r Thai too was the case in the Vedanta, - Here too the 

same position is upheld. 

37, The world is a reality. The world is always in 
a Slate of dynamic movement. There was never a time 
when the world was not ; there was never a time when 
the world was in a state of complete stand-still* There 
wit! never come a time when the world will cease to be or 
when there will be a condition of stand-still. If the world did 
not exist at any time, the question of the Creator will arise ; if the 
world was in a state of stand-stilh the question of the agent 
in starting the movement also arises. These arc questions that 
cannot be solved either through our experience or through our 
reasoning faculty. And Minwrnsd System is the last to say that we 
must accept a thing because scripture says so. At the same time* 
the Afimsmsd does not assert that our experience and our reason- 
ing faculty exhaust the sphere of man** knowing process in the 
Universe ; what transcends them must be a direct consequence 
of the application of our powers of experiencing facts and our 
powers of reasoning. 

38. If there Is an. origination either for the world or for the 
activities in the world, the question of the Creator and of the agent 
for the start or the movement ha fTles us ; and iT we avoid this 
contigency, there are only two landing places for us that are safe. 
Either we must say that there is nothing, and Afimdmsd cannot 
accept this position. Or we must say that the world is always 
there. This is the position taken up in the Mimdmsd system, and the 
world h* always in a state of dynamic movement* Nothing is a 
movement unless there Is some result produced from it, and so 
the real problem about the world is the ascertainment of the 
nature of the activities in the world and the results of such activi¬ 
ties, It may be that we can speak of a thing as it is ; but that i* 
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not a statement about the true nature of the thing. Its nature is 
that it has a movement producing some result, 

39- as the individual facts of the world* though real, 

must bt brought under some Universal, i.c, p comprehended within 
some genuse$ p similarly, such individual activities also must b* 
brought under some general rules ; there must 3>e a Law governing 
the movements* The process of bringing the particulars under 
uni versa Is in respect of the individual facts of the material world 
may be accomplished within our nor mal powers oT experiencing 
and reasoning. But the process of such a division and class Loca¬ 
tion on ihe basis of universal^ comprehending the individual facts, 
in respect of their functions in the world* is not such a simple 
matter. IF it were only a matter of activities that come within 
our normal experience or w ithin our reasoning faculties and also 
a matter of their results that too come within our experience 
or reason* the process would have been simple. But we find a 
gradation in this world, and we also find activities having as their 
ultimate purpose a progression from one stage into another higher 
stage* It is also found that certain activities arc looked down upon 
as what would result in a reverse movement, a regression Trom 
one stage into another lower one* This is what can be found 
only within the scope of the Vedic Teachings and also found 
within the Teachings of Buddha. There is a distinction drawn 
between Dharma (Virtue) and Adharma (Vice) and also between 
Furiya ( Meritorious) and Pdf a (Sinful). Dhantui and Pmya arc 
associated with Progression {Abhyudeya) and Adharma and Papa 
are associated with Regression Kpratyavdya). 

40, The Buddhists may say that certain activities that 
are prescribed in the field of the Vedic Teaching as leading to 
progression and certain other activities condemned there as what 
would lead to Regression, are not reaily so, and that the division 
is correct only as effected within their own Teachings. The follow* 
ers of the Vedic Path may say the same thing against the Buddh¬ 
istic demarcation. But that is not the point at this stage ; what is 
important is that such a distinction has been made by both. And 
such a demarcation is not possible on the basis of man*s normal 
experience or by the application of his reasoning faculty* They 
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are factors that stand above normal experience and reason. 

41. The realistic position taken up by the MfrttAma is that (he 
reality of the world is only to the extent that the real is what can 
be known. What is absolutely beyond knowledge is not what 
can he calk'd a reality ; what is s|>okcn or as beyond Lhc sphere of 
knowing in an absolute way, is a self-contradiction. 11 something 
is spoken of, it must be within knowing and what is within know¬ 
ing can also be spoken of. If something is within knowing, then 
it muse also he within the scope of language expression. Thus there 
are three things that go together, and they are reality, knowing 
and expression. It has already been said that the world is eternal 
in its dynamic aspect, and as such a knowledge of the world 
is also eternal • so is the expression t»r this reality in language 
form. That shows that an agency to know is also an eternal factor 
in this universe. 

42. It does not mean that the whole of the universe was 
known to any single knower at any time \ what it means is that 
1 he universe was partly known at all times to people with differing 
capacity to know. They could also express in language Form what 
they had been knowing. What is meant by knowing the world 
in parts is not that the individual links in a chain or events w ere 
known to different people ; it means something more, that the 
individual links were known in some mutual relation and also 
in their real nature. The real nature is that there is an element 
or dynamic movement associated with the links, Thus, there is 
no Fact in the universe which is not related to some sort of move¬ 
ment, either directly or indirectly. Therefore , knowing is know¬ 
ing a thing as a Factor in a movement. Such a movement in the 
world may be what is in its own inherent nature* and such a move¬ 
ment is what is called the movement according to Naiural Law. 
The knowing agents are also agents for producing movements 
and such movements may be along the Lines of the Natural Law. 
it may also be against such a Natural Law, Such movements 
that come under the latter group may either produce an adverse 
effect, or they may produce no effect at all ; they do not produce 
beneficent results, 

43. A movement must have some destination* and the dts- 
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tination of movements according to what is called the Natural Law 
is what may be termed a higher stage. We call it a movement 
according to the Natural Law because it results in an elevation; 
that is, n is of the nature or a progression ; and we call it the 
Natural Law because the movement according to it is of the 
nature of progression, from one stage to a higher stage. 

44. Th is progression may be of two kinds. Otoe is what can 
be dirtennined by our own experience, including our reasoning 
faculty. Helping others in distress, abstinence from injury, 
clenlincss, nutritious food and various remedies for suffering In 
the physical lire—all such factors come within our experience. 
Such actions as follow' the Natural Law and that come within the 
sphere of our own experience arc designated Parts in Sanskrit 
terminology, and this t-rm is as old tn Sanskrit as Indian civili¬ 
zation itself; it occurs in the earliest literature oflndia, the Rgwtfo. 

45 * ^ I s found that there is a gradation in this world. 

Existences can be grouped under different classes. There is ihc 
difference between sentient and inert beings. Sentient objects 
can be either within the plant group or within the animal group, 
and even in the latter, there is the distinction of man and lower 
animals, Such a distinction is within the knowledge of all. and there 
is no society, ancient or modem, civilized or primitive, in which 
such a distinction has not been made. Even w'ithin men, we find 
a gradation in powers of various kinds, physical, intellectual etc. 
It is assumed that a stage of lesser power is lower and a stage of 
greater power is higher. If progression means anything, it must 
be a movement from the lower to the higher. 

46. There musf be some Law functioning, according to 
which there is a movement from such lower to such higher 
stages In the case of man ; the change is not found in the same 
man, though there is such a progression from childhood to old- 
age. But what is meant hero as progression is the change from 
one man to another in such a way that in the latter stage, the man 
is able to develop greater power in the couree or advancing age 
than another man. What are the actions in a man’s life which 
will result in the developments of such a capacity in another man 
at a later stage, and what is the relation between the first man who 
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did something and the second man in whom such a development 
arose ? There must be some Law regulating such actions And 
results. Such a Law also must l>e an eternal fact In this life, and 
there must always have been agents that could understand 
such a law, though it may be only partly, and such agents must 
have been able to express such a law, to the extent of what 
they have known, in language form. 

47. Thus there arc three factors in this world ; some come 
within our direct experience, some come within our reasoning 
faculty and some come within faculties that transcend both. 
Such facts arc brought under science, philosophy and religion, 
respectively. They are not at all water-tight compartments, 
nor are they in mutual conflict. They form a unit. The differ¬ 
ence is only in emphasis. Unless we accept the reality of 
the facts that come within the three modes of knowing and un¬ 
less w£ also accept the three modes of knowing, there is conflict 
with the teachings of religion, Buddha's teachings also contain 
all the three factors. What we accept entirely on the basis of the 
teachings of Buddha regarding matters that cannot come within 
our direct experience and our reasoning faculty, fall within the 
mode of knowing called t£ Authority”, included in the Buddhistic 
religion also, Buddha must be a reality, Buddha's knowing 
must be valid and the objects of His knowing must be real ; 
the Law taught by him must also be an eternal Law. Mimdthmkaj 
have no quarrel with Buddhism, they have a quarrel only with 
those who expound a philosophy that repudiates the teaching of 
Buddha as Authority for the distinction between good and bad. 

48. If Buddhists accept the teaching of Buddha and re^ 
cognise such teachings as related to some eternal Law of Nature, 
why should they object to similar teachings by others also ? The 
Vedas are records of such teachings by persons as wise as 
Buddha himself. Where is the criterion to prove that it is only 
the teachings of Buddha that relate to the Eternal Law ? If a 
distinction is to be made, then (hr advantages arc on the side of the 
Vedas, in so far as we do not know when such teachers gave out 
the i r doctri ncs, wh ile we know Budd ha as a recent teac her I n this 
way* the Mimdmsakas maintain that the three modes of knowing, 
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the nature of the objects of knowing and the nature of the Law 
governing the tacts of the world arc all common to true Buddhism 
and to the Vedic Path, anti it is the philosophy of the followers 
of Buddhism that tends to demolish Buddhism as an ethical 

religion. 

49- The philosophy of the AfirmtkiS System arises out of the 
contents of the Vedas that prescribe what are to be done and 
what are not to be done, and such a philosophy is in keeping w ith 
the experience and with the reasoning faculty of man. Tradition 
records Rumania Bhatta *s intimate relation to the Buddhist 
Schools of thought and to the Buddhistic centres of learning, 

I le was deeply learned in Buddhistic literature and Buddhistic 
doctrines. He was dissatisfied with the latter day growths in 
Buddhism, in the form of “Idealism” and "D:jctrine of Void” ; 
both of them com L into conflict with the original teachings of' 
Buddha. Kumarsla Bhatta has nothing to say against Buddha 
as a great Teacher ; his criticisms are directed against the latter- 
day philosophers in the Buddhist Schools. It. is true that in some 
contexts Rumania Bhatta criticises Buddha also* so far as certain 
teachings are concerned, and such a enffidsm is directed against 
Buddha in common with Teachers within the Vedic fold. 

50* Realism is a necessity arising out of the teachings of the 
Vedas ; there is also the need for denying any beginning or any 
end for the world* which is in the form of a process^ a progression. 
Rumania Bhatta is a realistic '"Realist"', There is another per¬ 
sonality in the system of Mijnmhsd t who has started another School 
of thought within the system* and that ts Prabhakara. I do not 
propose to discuss here the question of the chronological relation 
of Rumania Bhatta and Prabhakara* the founders of the two 
Schools of Alimimsdr The accepted view is that Prahhakara 
was a disciple of Rumania Bhatta. But Rumania Bhatta 
appears to be giving a new orientation to the current* 

taking up an attitude of realism even in defending Realism. 
Prabhakara was an idealist i-i his Realism, Perhaps Ms philo¬ 
sophy represents an earlier phase of AH$t 3 m$a thought, 

51. Rumania Bhatta accepts a subjective reality to what 
is designated “Negation”. Negation has no absolute reality in the 
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external world. It is only an aspect of the positive, which alone 
has an absolute reality, A positive object can be looked upon in 
another form, and that other aspect of die positive is called the 
negative. When we look at the empty floor* wc can think of it 
as a positive object* and when we are thinking of another object 
that can bt on the floor, which object is not the floor* w e can think of 
the floor as a negation of that object. But Prabhakara does not 
accept even such a subjective reality for a negation. Frahhakara 
holds that there is only a positive cognition and there is only a 
positive object, in seeing the floor without an object on it + This 
is idealism in Realism. 

52. When the world is there and when it was ever there and 
will also continue to be there for ever* the dynamic nature of 
the world must also be an eternal fact* There can be no creation 
of the world and there cannot either be some agent for the super- 
vision and control of the functions in the world- There are the 
individuals who function as agents ; but they function oniy usithin 
the frame-work of the operation or the dynamic world. So, 
the Law Regulating the functions in the world also must be within 
the world itself. Thus only a Natural Law regulates the functions 
in the world, and there is no external power from whom such 
regulation can originate or function. This Law of Nature is of the 
form of intelligence, and it is not the intelligence of any one ; 
It is just intelligence. And what we call ihe intelligence of the 
individuals works in subordination to this Super-intelligence in 
the form of the Law of Nature. This Law of Nature has the feature 
of intelligence only to the extent that there is a fixed goal and that 
there is a fixed method of reaching the goal The dements in 
the doctrines of the other systems of philosophy in India, relating 
to the Absolute being Intelligence or Sentience (Cmtonja) 
when there is a pure Purusa [Person) or an Ifvara [God) or the 
Brahman (Brahman} postulated, are contained in this acceptance 
of a Law of Nature, what is called Dkaimn, In the MnaM At the 
Same time, there Is also the element of modern science that 
what is called life and its functions came after the operation 
of the Law of Nature. In the Mimamsfi system there is accepted 
an entity called potency [Saklt} in all causes. A function means a 
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cause and an effect. Ii is the successive production of the potency 
that maintains the function of this dynamic world. Such a poten¬ 
cy is within the nature of the world. 

53. There is the real world outside and there are the: indi- 
viduals functioning in this world- The individuals have a Ixwiy 
and that body fails down at some stag£- But the world process 
on. The question arises whether, when an individual stops 
as an embodiment and as a functionary, it is an absolute termi¬ 
nus* or whether the Function of the individual have a continuity 
in the later phenomena in the world- We can speak of a systema¬ 
tic and regulated progression only if what is prior is connected 
with what fallows. For this it becomes necessary to postulate a 
substrate on which the prior activity of the individual and its 
later fruits after the fall of the body; is to be related to each other. 
This continuous line on which the various links of cause and 
effect are united to form a chain is what they accept as a soul, 
the Jlimmir It is only an individuality without a material form ; 
the pc moralities represented by the functioning of the successive 
bodies are joined together into this individuality called a souL 
A soul is only such a line ; the progression is only in the material 
bodies. 

A plant or an animal cannot develop the potency 
necessary to produce any progression along such a line, which is 
a chain of separate personalities forming into an individuality. 
It is the Law of Nature that works the progression. But in man 
there is the origination of such a potency, so that man from 
within himself can produce the urge for the progression. Thus, 
while a crow has remained a crow with no change in its food habits 
or its abilities to make a nest, man has changed and is changing. 
A crow is not able to use its free-will either to do a thing or not to 
do a thing or to do a thing in another way ; man has this ability. 
Thus man can w ork along the lines of the Law ol Nature, man 
can work against such a law, man can remain inactive, and 
also active along new lines of his own choice. For this reason, 
the Alimarfasd system asserts that the function of the Law of Nature 
h confined to man and his life. Dkarma has reference only to 
man's life. Man's life, for this reason, is artificial, w^hat he can 
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make and what he is making. Man can change the course of 
his life, and can also change ihc course in the life of plan ls and ani¬ 
mals also. The MimSmsg system has no need for a God, nor for gods. 
Man is self-contained, man is supreme. The system is tolerant 
and they do not condemn any one who believes in the gods or in 
God k and who worships them or Him, God or the gods are of 
no help to mart and they can do no harm to man also ; that is 
why they arc tolerated in Lite system. 

55 ' The ultimate metaphysical problem is not discussed in the 
MfflaM system. The system takes note of only the world as a 
dynamic mechanism, fs there a unity i n the world* or is it only a 
collection of parts ? There is no doubt that the individuality of the 
facts in the university* the difference between matter and the soul 
and the distinction between soul and soul 3 are all cardinal doc* 
trines in the system. The problem relating to the unity is taken 
tip in the Vtdmte system, and this is recognised Lit the Mimamm 
system* Just as in the there is a recognition of possible 

facts that transcend the sphere of experience and reason* here 
also there is such an unconditional recognition offactors that fall 
ou tsi dr th r scop 2 of t he system. S uch factors m ust be know 0 from 
the Viddfita system* 

56. The recognition of the absolute positive nature of the 
world implies an ultimate unity. What is called negation is 
only an aspect of what is really a positive factor, and if there is 
no negation as an absolute fact, there is no difference also as an 
absolute fact in the universe. The difference is only of a subjective 
nature. This is an indication of the acceptance of a positive 
unity as ihe nature of the universe, in the Mimaihsd system as 
developed in the School of Kumar jla Bhatta. In the other system 
developed by Prabhakara* this recognition of a positive unity as 
the nature of the world, is dearer. That School does not accept 
even a subjective reality for negation. There are only positive 
facts, cognised only as positive facts* in the Universe, lf s in 
this way, there is a refusal to recognise negation, which means a 
refusal to recognise difference, as a fact* what difference is there 
between "this Monism” and the 1 ‘Monism of the Vedaniins" ? 

57 - According to Kmn.Irila Bhatta, each word indicates an 
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external object ■ it may be a material thing, it may be art attribute, 
it may be an action or a state, But no one has a concept of iso¬ 
lated objects ; in bis mind what he has is a notion of things in 
relation. What arc called isolated objects are really a unity, 
and man’s mind also cognises objects in such a unity. Thus 
language is inadequate to express what is in the mind, and when 
a person utters a sentence, what lie utters is only a series of isolated 
words. But one who ]tears him concludes that he has in mind 
a notion of a unity of the individual facts denoted by the separate 
words. If a man utters two sentences, there is the presumption 
that both the sentences together are meant for a unitary idea in 
the person who uttere them. All the sentences in a treatise on a 
subject ultimately turns out to be die expression of a unity. 

I >i He re nt treatises togethe r form a similar un ity. The posi tion is 
that bath in the external world and in the mind oi man, there 
is only a unity. The purport of language is to express this unity, 
though language by its natur- is incompetent to express this unity. 

58. Prabhakara holds that language is sufficient for the 
expression of the facts of the externa! world ; a word means an 
object in relation to another. Til us, in a sentence, there are words 
of which each one expresses an object in relation to the others, 
and as such each word expresses the whole of the sentence. 
Ultimately it would result that each word expresses the 
whole of theuniverse as a unity. This is the ideal ; but normally, 
a word expresses only o part of this universe, what could be grasped 
by the limited mind or man. 

5<| r According to Kumarila Bltatta a word can express an 
isolated object. But the real nature of all objects in this dynamic 
universe is that it is related to some movement, h may be that 
an object is cognised in its partial aspect and not in its real nature, 
and there may be a statement expressing the relation of the object 
to another object, and not to a movement. But that is not a state¬ 
ment or the real nature of any object, A statement expressing 
an object in its own nature, i. e., as related to a movement, is 
what is called a Vedic state merit. Whatever statement there may 
be without such relation to a movement, does not serve the true 
purport of a statement, which purport should be to express an 
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object in its own nature of being related to a movement* Accord¬ 
ing to Prabhakara, a statement which docs not express an object 
in relation to a movement does not convey any meaning at all. 
Thus, all valid statements should express an object in relation to a 
movement. The difference between the two views is that while 
Prabhakara docs not recognise the validity of a statement about 
an isolated object or about an object in relation to another object, 
Rumania Bhacta recognises their validity in so far as some sense 
is conveyed ; but Kumar!la Bhatta too docs not accept or recog¬ 
nise their ultimate validity in so far as ultimate validity depends 
on the statement conveying the real nature of an object in the form 
of a relation to a movement. 

60. The Veda is an expression of the totality of the world 
with the totality of movement in the world according to the Law 
of Nature. No one can knowthis in its entirety ; there h none 
who is Omniscient, What is called such a “perfect machine” 
is only an ideal. But the world is not a “perfect machine 7 ** 
There are the individuals who have the will and the capacity 
to make movements contrary to or deviating from the Law of 
Nature. That is why some diversity and variation is experienced 
in the world. If the world could be a “perfect machine”, then 
there can be no difference between the world in movement and the 
world as stand-still. 

6i + Suppose everything around us suddenly grows larger 
or smaller in a uniform proportion with our own ability to adjust 
the eyes similarly altered and, we ourselves undergoing the same 
change in size, there is no difference experienced between the 
two states, prior to the change and after the change. Or again* 
if there is a central sphere rotating on its axis and if there are 
spheres revolving around of this central sphere in the same 
d tree*ion of the rot a lion or the central sphere and wi th the same* 
velocity and completing a rotation too along with each revolution, 
then it makes no difference whether the spheres ane moving or 
are in a stand-still State ' this applies only in respect of the spheres. 
Thus what is called movement is in relation to something that i.s 
stationary. There can be no difference between the universe 
ns a “perfect machine” in a dynamic state and the world as an 
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Absolute, stil! and motionless. The Brahman of the Vtd&t'ws and 
the dynamic universe of the jififfiiBii# become identical, So 
far as the differentiated world is concerned, both hold identical 
views, and this is'accepted by all who have expounded the 
doctrines in recent times. 

62. The nature of the universe as a "perfect machine” 
and the perfect Law of Nature in the Universe—these arc the tw o 
fundamental doctrines which .Miniamsit proposes to expound. 
The particular forms of the rituals and the particular texts where 
Such rituals are described—these arc side issues that had to be 
taken up for explanation on account of the special circumstances 
in which the system grew. The adherents of Buddhism held the 
view that the world has no real existence ; at best there is the 
projection of the world from Ideas. They also held that the rituals 
practised by the people have no beneficial fruits and that 
the texts dealing with such rituals have no validity. 1 he 
position of the adherents of the Alimamsti is that ii there is a ra¬ 
tionalistic approach to the problem of the nature of the world, 
a recognition of the reality of the world cannot be avoided ; and 
if the Buddhists have a religion, such a religion demands the 
recognition of the reality of the world outside, further they 
too have their scriptural texts in their religion. It cannot be 
shown, in a rationalistic way that the texts of the Vcdic Path are 
not valid and that the texts or the Buddhistic Path arc valid. 
MbnSmsS does not say that the Vedic texts that are available can 
be proved to be valid ; all that they say is that the various 
argutn.-itls brought forward to show their lack of validity arc 
inapplicable to the context. Perhaps they can be applied 
with far greater effect against the validity of the scriptures or the 
Buddhists in so far as they assort that the texts were revealed 
for humanity for the first time by a known individual. As 
between an unbroken tradition accepted by all the great people 
of all the ages, without a known beginning and without a known 
person or groups of persons as the founders, and also a set of 
Codes revealed for the first time by a single individual of known 
identity and time, the preference must be for the former in point 
of validity. The validity of the former rests on its own inherent 
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stability and continuity, while the validity of the latter depends 
on the “Omniscience” of an individual. What is the criterion 
by which it can be established that some particular individual 
is Omniscient ? Why did he appear at that time and not 
earlier nor later ? 

63. The positio n of Minmrhsd is perfetdy rational* T] l ere is 
a real world, where there is a perfect Law of Nature operating. 
There are men also in it. Man is supreme. There may be a 
gradation among men* while there cannot be a difference in kind 
between One Man and all the others. Nor is there such a 
difference between God and men. Ii makes no difference whe- 
th»r Gad makes his appearance from above or whether a man is 
lifted up above all others. Both are equally bad in so far as both 
limit the supremacy of man in the world, the absolute reality 
of the world and the perfect nature of the Law in the world. 
If the world is real both the cognisability and the cognition of the 
world are also real ; if the world is eternal, the two latter factors 
about the world are also eternal- There is another real and eter~ 
rial factori about the world, and that is what is known can be 
expressed in language ; this results in the postulation of a language 
counterpart as a reality for the real world* and also as an eternal 
factor. Ml that Mim&rfisa says is that the texts known as the Vedas 
may be included as a part of the system of language that expressed 
the nature and function of that perfect Moral Law, in a parrial 
way. It is not contended that the available texL? exhaust the 
statement of the entire Moral Law, leaving no room for any more 
statement. It is not also contented that the texts in their entirety 
describe the Moral law and its nature and its function. All that 
Mim&hsS claims is that the texts contain some element of such a 
nature. Mimtihs* opens the door for Buddhism or any other 
religion to come in. Every statement of a Moral Law* every 
statement about a fact of the world in its own nature^ is a Vedic 
statement. This is all dtat is claimed for the Vedas as texts, that 
are available. There are scientific flaws also that state the truth 
about the facts of the world* and they also can be designated Vedas* 

64, Hie philosophy of the AuiitAyj practically got meiged 
into the Vtddrda* Yoga became acrobatics to frighten people* 


EtiXUAN P131LOSOPIIV 


^ 7 s 

Nyaya became empty dialectics, VmUrlia became a system of 
pessimism with the world being condemned as a place of 
suffering, with every activity being condemned as a sm f with a 
coni last between the phenomena and the Absolute, with a doc* 
trine of escapism from the world to another state or place. Si mi' 
larly .\fhndmsd might have fallen into the hands of a newly develop¬ 
ing school of sprits Is” with dry ritualism, with exclusiveness 
and intolerance. Just as \\c must distinguish the true 2 oga t 
Jfydj'ii and Vtdcuila from the latter-day contaminations, we must 
distinguish the true Mhmmsa as a mode of approaching the 
fund a men Lai problems about the world* from priestcraft of latter 
days. The Mlmmhsa is the only system of thought m the whole 
world where there is a bold denial of God* and of the creation oi 
the world and its comm I by God, and also of One Man above 
humanity J along with an interpretation of the Moral Law of the 
world, bringing Moral Law Into line with sc sent the law^ and 
making full use of rationalism of philosophy. 

65. MimMtsd attempted to restore the philosophy of the 
Vedic days. But after the Vedic period, God and Super-man 
came into Indian territory'. Mwifiritsa wanted to save the nation 
from these new encroachments. Msmdmsd foughl bravely* fell 
in the battle like a great hem. Still man and the world remain what 
AflmdriiM wanted to present them to be as their nature* real 
and free. 


PART III-MAN AND HIS DESTINY 
CHAPTER 16 

I KNOW 

T The world is only what is known to man ; there is noting 
that is absolutely outside the knowledge of mam Man s know - 
ledge is limited by his abilities to know and by the modes oT 

knowing available to him. *' 

without knowing what ».» is. ind.v.^cl knot* ta*df 

as an C T’. What are to be termed the on and 
and the “This”, the others and the world outside, arc t er 
onlv to the extent that they are within the knowledge or the 
«I*> when I speak of a white building or a tall tree oi a 
constellation of seven start or of a horse as distinct from a cow 
ora man on the bridge or a long distance or a short space o 
time or of happiness or of physical strength, do not know 
whether there arc such things as absolutely objective Li ; , 
whether there are others Like myself who know the sante dungs 
and in the same way. They arc all entirely w.il.m r nj 
I have no method of making a test about their objective reali >, 
which standard for testing must come from outside my knowing. 

3 . When it is said that there is only t( my knowing’ and that 
what are known to me are only projections from my knowing, 
onlv aspects of my knowing, constituents of my knowing, when 
it is said that there is no such thing outside of and independent 
cfmy knowing, which reality 1 can know independent ot myself, 

this represents the true approach of a rationale phnospne 

to the problems of “What is all this ?" When -t .s sard further 
that even this knowing process is not endowed with any rea u>, 

that too is a legitimate position for a rationalistic philosopher 

to take up in handling such a problem. Such an attmi,A 

die problem or the wodd and or man in the world usually 

associated with theBudhistic philosophy. But this is the positron 
taken up In I ndian philosophy in general. 
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3 -No one has categorically stated in modem times that the 
>coryof thefleetmg consciousness (VijMno-rada) constituting 
the whole of reality, without any reality outside of such consei- 
ousness a nd independent of such consciousness, and the 
further theory which denies a reality even to this consciousness 
Uda) arc tJ ‘e actual teachings of Buddha. All are agreed 
m mnd<-rn timcilhat Buddha refused to be drawn into such 
metaphysical regions of intellectual speculations that have no 

direct and immediate bearing on moral life. It is also held in 

modern tunes that Such a theory, developed within the Buddhistic 
schools of thought, is in direct conflict with the orthodox views 
that developed within theVcdic fold. 


4. What is actually found in the Vedic thought has always 
been that there is no world outside of knowledge and that the 
knowing by any one individual is not the whole reality The 
individual Itnower and his knowing and what is known ' by him 
are all aspects of a transcendental knowledge. The world has 
originated from knowing, remains within knowing and is 
reduced to knowing. I have to further explain such a position 
lest it may be misunderstood as postulating a theory of an 
origination and an end. Meanwhile I propose to deal with 
this main problem. I know, I feel and I behave. I notice the 
Same behaviour in others in similar circumstances ; from this 
there is a deduction that others too have a similar knowing and 
a similar feeling as antecedents to their behaviour, exactly like 
myself ‘ T can be only a knowing, and it mav be that this 
“I” exhausts the « Whole”. Or it may be, if the above deduction 
is valid, that the “l’ 1 and the “He" and the “You" are all 
aspects of some transcendental knowing which exhausts the 
Whole t is indent]cal with it. 11 makes no difference whether 
the “Whole” is included in the “I”, comprehending “He" and 
“You” and “This", or whether the “I” is only a part and an 
aspect of the “Whole" which comprehends also the “He” and 
the “You” and the “This”. 

5. The “He and the “You” cannot be anything other 
than a knowing just like the “I”, if they arc coordinates 
or the “I” within the “Whole”. In either case 
there is a “Whole” which is of the nature of a knowing, as a 


I KNOW 


*8z 

unity or as an aggregate If the deduction or the |£ He” and of 
the “You" as co-ordinates of the “T * is valid, then it becomes 
rational to assume that the “This" is not within the “I” or the 
<4 He" or the “You 1 ', but something outside of them* and yet 
within the Whole" ; the “Whole" consists of a knowing 
subject, may be a plurality of it, and a known object, also a 
plurality. In so far as one feels the “Whole" as constituting 
his own knowing, there is an instinct for “Monism" within 
Oneself In so far as there is a deduction of similar knowing 
agents* there is an intellectual necessity fer accepting a plural¬ 
ism. There Is also a necessity for accepting a dualism between 
the knowing Subject and the known object. The deduction of 
other knowing agents has as its basis the acceptance of a 
common known object that reacts in a uniform way on the 
various knowing subjects. There is the common doctrine that 
there is no objective reality outside of and independent of the 
sphere of the knowledge of the subject, 

6. Some questions naturally arise in such a context. Is there 
an absolute subject-object differentiation ? Is there a plurality 
within the subject and w ithin the object ? Can there he a unity 
within the sphere of the subject and within the s phcrc of the 
object, the dualism between the subject and the object remain¬ 
ing ? Or, is there a unity between the subject and the object? 
If this be so, is one the product of the other or are both the 
products of that higher unity ? Such are some of the questions 
that had been exercising the intellect of the people from the 
earliest known times in the history of India, Hie earliest literary 
evidence for the history of India is found in the ffgvcdiu Even 
here the people arc fully possessed of the complicated problems 
regarding the nature of the world in which they found them¬ 
selves and also regarding the nature of man himself who Is in 
the world fc and regarding their mutual relation. 

7. There are frequent references in the poetry or the Rgvtda 
to the limitations of the normal man s and even those who are 
far up in the progression towards true wisdom, there are limita¬ 
tions, We come across references to the secret “Names" and 
secret “Positions" and secret ^Teachings”* There is the differ- 
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cncc between iht man who does not know and the man who 
knows. There are references to the transient nature and to 
immortality relating to the man who does not know and the 
man who knows. Wisdom is associated with sweetness and with 
light. In the poem relating to the condition of the universe 
prior to its “Becoming”, there is a reference to a “Will^ 
(.Kami). It is said that in the beginning there arose a “Will”. 
Prior to that there was only some Power £ Tapas). In the 
poem about the “Person”, the Absolute, Supreme Person is the 
source of differentiation (Viral). It is the same philosophy that 
we find in the later phases represented by the Uponisids. 

3. “That One willed—I shall become many”. “There is noth¬ 
ing that is many in this world”. “The individual and the 
Supreme arc identical.” “Thou art That.” “Know the Absolute ; 
one becomes the Absolute,” “There is the Absolute whonce all 
this came, in which they remain and into which they arc re¬ 
absorbed.” This world was “Non-being” in the beginning ; this 
world was “Being” in the beginning. In all such statements 
there is the essential factor that the differentiation arose from 
a unity which is of the nature of knowledge. The differentiation 
is not a “Being” in the beginning, but had its origin m a 
“Being” and was a “Being” even from the beginning only to that 
extent, Wc do not know how they arrived at such conclusions 
about the nature of the world. The tradition is that they had 
developed certain transcendental powers of intellect whereby 
they could see beyond the normal sphere of vision. The capacity 
dwindled among the people at a later stage. It cannot be that 
they, in their personal nature as individuals, could see the unity 
and communicate their knowledge in language form. What they 
could sec was only some “Beyond” of this aggregate of diffe¬ 
rentiation. Such a “Beyond” can be nothing but an Absolute 


Unity. What is not any of this differentiation, not even the 
aggregate of the differentiation, is what is termed the Absolute. 

9. The postulation of the Absolute as the source of the diffe¬ 
rentiated world as its cfleet, is only a statement in language 
of what cannot be stated in language. This is again and again 
emphasised in the Vpmifais. That the “Absolute" is lxyond of 
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the normal vision is also stated frequently in the poetry of the 
Rgwda. The statement about the Absolute being the source 
and the differentiation as the effect does not mean that there 
was a time when there was only an Absolute and that 
at a certain stage, in course of time, there was a ”Will” and on 
activity in the Absolute which produced the differentiation. 
At best it can mean that in terms relating to the facts within 
ihe differentiation, the relation of the differential ion to the 
Absolute is one of cause and effect. In the world ni differentia¬ 
tion* the process from cause to effect is one of composition ot 
parts into a whole and of differentiation from uniformity. It 
we take a piece of material and siart breaking it into parts and 
into their parts and so on, we must reach a state w hen a further 
break will not be possible “ that is the absolute stage from which 
we can start the process of building up* Different kinds of such 
combinations produce different composites* and in this process, 
differentiadons and further differentiations are also produced* 
The process of a change from ihe cause to the effect, from the pans 
to the whole, from the less differentiated to the more differentiated 
is only within the differentiation ; it can have no reference to 

the Absolute. 

io. From the reference to the Will which is at the root of the 
differentiation* as mentioned in the poem about the condition of 
the world prior to differentiation, and Irom the reference to the 
the “Person” as the source or the differentiated world, found in 
the ad#} and also trom the mention there itsell of the Secrets 
in the world known only to the few gifted people of w isdom, and 
further from the relation of wisdom to sweetness, we have to 
conclude that if there is a cause and effect relationship between 
the two, it is the object that is the effect and it is the subject 
that is the source. No Indian thinker has postulated that 
primarily there was only dead matter and that in that dead 
matter, life and intelligence came at a laicr stage. The world 
Is a manifestation in a differentiated form of the unity of the 
nature of Intelligence or Knowledge ■ or the world is manifested 
to the intelligence and through the intelligence* Within this 
differentiation, there arc the individuals who are the subjects 
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and the facts outside that are the objects* The the world is a 
composite of this subject-object variety. 

l r. The phenomenon known as cognition may be momentary* 
But there is a continuity in this series of momentary cognitions. 
It is this continuity that is called the man* If there is a conti- 
nuily, then the continuous momentary facts must either be a 
manifestation of such isolated facts in a common medium, or 
they must be the aspects of a continuous substrate. To say that 
the re Is a conti nuous momc n tary funct ioni ng wi thout a function* 
ary is a contradiction within itself. It is the continuum itself that 
is the functionary* The same is the the case with movement 
or cognition. If there is a continuous series of movements, 
there must be something that moves ; it may be the continuity 
Nself that moves. In the same way, if there arc momentary 
cognitions that form a continuous series* there is the conilnuty 
that Is the cogfiLser. At least the function, the movement and 
the cognition, are the aspects of a substrate in the form of 
the continuty in them. If there is no such fact as what 
functions or what moves or what cognises, how can we 
say that they form a series, distinct from another series* 
What differentiates one series from another series is this indivi¬ 
duality, The momentary phenomena arc aspects of this indivi¬ 
duality. 

12* The position remains unchanged whether the other series 
aer distinct from the one scries relating to a particular subject that 
we can think of or whether they are within the sphere of the cogni¬ 
tions of a momentary nature forming a series, which is the subject* 
If there is only one M I S * and if the “He” anil the “You” and the 
“This” are all within the sphere of this "I”, then there is unity in 
the w r or!d and that unity is in the form ofintelUgence. If there 
is a variety in such series, then they all should form into a unity 
coming within a higher “I" as the subject* When once the 
objective world is accepted as not in Itself real, and when once 
it is accepted that the object is only an aspect of the subject, the 
unity of a subject* of an V T S in the world. Is unavoidable^ 

13* If the “I” comprises the “He” and the "You” also within 
Its sphere* it is reasonable that what is called the ll Hc” and the 
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** You” arc also similar subjects in the form of “I” and that the 
original. n I” becomes a <l You" or a £,: He p * comprised within.that* 
Such are deductions necessitated by the very nature of the “I 
jvist as *T* have no means of knowing what the “He" or the 44 You 
realJy can be as subjects in the form of “I”, in the same way the 
* £ Hc" and the "'You 11 as subjects in the form of another “I” 
cannot have any means of knowing the original “T\ what this 
*T + may be. The only rational position is to take the “I” 
and the 11 He” and the '"You” as co-ordinate aspects of a Super 
44 F* or as facts within the sphere of such a Super "T\ 

14. If t on the other hand, the scries is accepted as just a con¬ 
tinuum without a common substrate, then perhaps a position of 
rejecting the absolute reality of even this continuum of momentary 
cognitions becomes inevitable. That will be equivalent to the 
recognition of a fact outside of th e sphere of eogn ition. One may 
call it a void ; one may say that it h not a fact. Yet it 

is at least a “State"* And that “State" is absolutely outside of 
the sphere of the momentary cognitions. The recognition or 
such a “State" demands the recognition of some subject 
within whose sphere that M State” comes* It is such a necessity 
that resulted in the postulation of a Super “F\ A negation 
is only another positive. It is the nature of consciousness that 
it cannot absolutely negate itself. There can be a negation 
of this aspect or that aspect* which really is nothing but positing 
another aspect* Everything is within the sphere of conscious ness, 
if it is not within the sphere of one consciousness, it is within the 
sphere or another. Thus, prior to the coming into existence of 
series which may be designated 'T* and after the lapse of this 
series, there must have been and there must come into existence 
other series, which in themselves arc forms of “I”* but which 1 
have designated * E Hc” or “You”* 

15* In this way we come to the position that within the sphere 
of “I", the series known as “He" and “You" arc as much realities 
as the “I” itself. Each such series is an individual. Thus, the 
world consists of an infinite number of individuals, distributed 
in space and in rime with their respective extensions, each such 
individual, occupying only a limited extension in time and space. 
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There is a gradation among them in respect of their powers of 
bringing objective facts within their sphere. Some can see 
loots not see n by others; some can Hear sounds not heard bv othc rs 
and some can react to facts mentally to which other minds may 
be dead and insensitive. In so far as the entire universe is in the 

form of a Super Consciousness, the gradation must be measured 

from the top to the lx>itom. In terms ot the language that ex¬ 
presses facts of the known world, the start is From that Super 
Consciousness and the movement is to the lower strata. Em¬ 
phasising again the btet that there tvas no absolute starting 
point for such a differentiation, it is found slated that the first 
stages consisted or forms of consciousness higher in grade than 
man and than the lower living beings like animals and birds and 
trees. Thus, in the poem in the $#xda relating to the 
condition of the world prior to differentiation, there is mention 
of the gods as coming within the early stages ol this differen¬ 
tiation. In the poem about the Supreme Person iPurusa), 
gods, demi-gods (Sddkjms) and poets of transcendental vision 
(jfoir) are spoken of as having started the creation of die world 
after the first stage in differentiation. If there is a source, 
if there is something that can be designated by the term “Source” 
in relation to the world of differentiation, that is the Supreme. 

11 does not mean that the course of the world process is one of 
decadence ; what it means is that the differentiation started from 
the undifferentiated which is Supreme and that the individual 
facts of the differentiated World arc only aspects of the Supreme. 
And that Supreme is of the nature of intelligence, life, sentience, 
consciousness, 

16. If the knowing individual is to be traced back to the Supreme 
Intelligence, the objective world cannot be traced back to another 
source. The fact of the objective world must also be aspects 
uf that same Supreme > they are aspects of the same Intelligence. 
Unless they are aspects of intelligence, intelligence cannot bring 
them within its own sphere. “I” can cognise “This” only when 
the ‘This”' has some factors in common to die “1", The “I” 
becomes the knowing “I” because of some increased ratio in it 
of the subjective factor in the differentiation, and ‘ This 1 ’ 
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becomes the kwttn ct This TT because of the increased ratio in it of 
the objective factor in the differentiation. Thus, both the sub¬ 
ject and the object in the differentiated world are aspects of the 
same undifferentiated Supreme. The difference between the 
Subject and the object is not in the matter or tliesr content ; 
the difference is in the mailer of the ratio in their constituents. 
When I see an object, 2 am not an immaterial consciousness* 
nor is the object an absolutely lifeless matter. I am able to see 
the thing iiecaiisc of the material constituent in me* and also 
because of the consciousness content of the object. 

17, Docs it mean that when 1 see a rock* the rock is seeing me 
too? That is exactly what it is. When I am seeing another 
man, I know also that lie is seeing me* besides my knowing 
him- Bui I am not able to know how the rock is seeing me. 
This difference is due to the more or less equal ratio of the cons¬ 
tituents in me and in the man I sec and to the unequal ratio 
between the rock and mysdf. All the same, there is the subject- 
live dement in the rock and there b ihc objective side in me 
so far as that objective nature in the rock is concerned. In 
the same way, there are the gods and the demi-gods. In them 
the objective side is in such a small ratio in relation to their 
subjective side that I am not able to get them within my subjec¬ 
tive factor* That is why I am not able to see the gods and the 
demi-gods. Even the great poets or transcendental vision are 
not within the sphere of my cognition. But they all sec me, 
j List as T am able 10 sec a rock. 

18. When there was the differentiation, what took place was 
not a division of the Absolute into a pure subject side and a pure 
object side. What took place was an uneven distribution of ihe 
subject and the object sides in the world of differentiation. 
There is nothing in the differentiated world that Is only a subject 
and there is nothing in the differentiated world that is purely 
an object* On account of the difference In the ratio, we make 
a distinction like gods and demi-gods that are only subjects, who 
can never be the object of our cognition, and rocks and other 
things that are only objects and never subjects, while men and 
and other living beings are lx>th subjects and objects* Science 
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may not recognise the first variety^ what arc only subjects without 
their being objects of our cognition. They may not also accept 
the subjective side of rocks and other dead material. But 
science accepts that man and the living beings have a faculty 
called the faculty- of cognising, and that they are at the same time 
objects of cognition by others. How far below in the gradations 
of organic formations docs such an ability to cognise persists ? 
We do not know. Scientists arc not agreed on this point. 
Theories have been brought forward that even plants and trees 
can react to external stimuli, that they too have pleasure 
and pain and hunger and thirst and sleep and ivskiog. lit 
ancient India, the presence of a subjective dement is accepted in 
al! Forms of the differentiated world. 

19, The phenomenon known as cognition is a wondcrfulfc ature 
in our life. It is not merely a reaction to the immediately present 
facts. It ultimately comprehends the whole world, Man is 
able to see the whole universe. Whatever may be the proportion 
of the actual world to the world that has actually come 
within the sphere of man’s cognition, this sphere is 
amazingly vast in comparison to the size or man. It has been 
suggested that man holds more or less a middle place among the 
material formations of the world. The electrons arc as much 
smaller than man as man is smaller than the giant stars. If 
such a tiny part of the world can bring within its own sphere of 
comprehension such an immense part of the universe, such a 
capacity must be something wonderful. Can such a factor be 
confined to the Earth and to a small part of the facts or the 
Earth ? At present, the number ofmen on the Earth is calculated 
to be less than thirty hundred millions, really an insignificant 
number in comparison to the numbers which scientists make 
use of in calculating the facts of the world. If what is called 
life be confined to the Earth, and even on the Earth if rationality 
is confined to men, it must lie an accident in the world and not 
a fact that has to be seriously taken note of. And yet such a 
tiny factor in such a tiny part of the universe has such an immense 
scope, to bring such an immense field within iis comprehension. 
It is far more rational to hold that what is called life on earth 
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is an aspect of something that is universe in origin and scope * 

20 , Such a “Life Universal 11 implies a ur ivcrsal intelligence* 
a universal cognition, a universal volition and many other things. 
All such things are implied by the terms “intelligence and life”. 
The world is at least intelligently planned and intelligently 
operated. Whether it is intelligence itself or an cvolute from 
intelligence, it makes no difference. Intelligence controls itself 
and also it evolutes. When scientists say that the world is 
controlled by a natural law* what does ii mean? They have 
the experience of the results of an intelligent planning and 
an intelligent operation ; they sec such a result in the plan and 
in the operation in the whole world. Law is nothing but I he 
external counter-part of intelligence* If there is no intelligence* 
there is no difference between law and chaos. IT a scientist 
plans an apparatus and if a child plays with toys s there is intelli¬ 
gence in the former and there is also a law, while there is only 
caprice and chaos in the latter. 

jzi + When we examine the world as what “I know”, thou the 
world has to be thought of in terms of intelligence. 1 have an 
intelligence and 1 have a notion of what is law and order and a 
regular relation of an event and its sequence* There is no law 
absolutely independent of what 1S I know”. When we examine 
the world as “What is”* then wt transfer the law regulating 
the events that we know into that system in the world also. 
Even without assuming an intelligence to the events so regulated* 
such a transfer of die effect of intelligence to such external events 
is possible in the case of the scientists. At best what can be 
said about the point of view of science is that they can manage 
the whole of their science without recognising an intelligence 
behind the events of the world as a whole ; there is a law. 
But they cannot deny that what Is a law is nothing different from 
what is known by intelligence* and as such they cannot deny 
the presence of an intelligence behind the events of the world. 
ir p instead of the indifference to the problem which scientists 
show to the problem of a universal intelligence at the back 
of the plan and operation of the events of the world* they arc 
given only two choices* namely, either to recognise such an 
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intelligence or to deny it, certainly their own position will compel 
the scientists to recognise such an intelligence. 

as.When there is a recognition of such a Universal Intelligence, 
there is the recognition of an agent that can know everything, 
that is present everywhere and that has power to do anything. 
Some one among men has to be recognised as capable ofknowing 
such an agent, of communicating with him and of passing on his 
Law to the people. There must be successors to such an extra* 
ordinary person to guard the law that has been communicated 
by the original Teacher, to teach the law and to enforce the law. 
The result has been that law w r as thrown out by chaos in social 
organisation among men. lam not unaware of such events in the 
world prior to the emergence of what is hailed as rationalistic 
thought and science. But fear should not compel us to evade 
truth. Other methods must be devised to maintain truth and 
also to save humanity from the evil consequences of a deviation 
from the path of truth. 

23* Adherence to the path of truth need not result in any such 
calamity to humanity. The scientific method could be followed 
up even in the realm of the investigation into such a universal 
intelligence. Men and the events experienced by men are all 
manifestations of such a universal intelligence, and are also 
cvolutes from such an intelligence aspects of it. The law* 
which is the manifestation and operation of that intelligence, 
needs no super-matt and no heirarchy of guardians. It is just 
there. Science recognises a gradation in knowledge; what 
science refuses to recognise is a gradation in authority according 
to such a gradation in knowledge. It has been found In actual 
experience that the authority' alone continues and not any supe¬ 
riority in knowledge, Ji is possible to recognise a universal intel¬ 
ligence behind the events of the world and at the same time to 
protect humanity from compulsory belieft and dangers of 
failure to submit to such beliefs. 

24, Science knows that even within the limits of our ex¬ 
perience and or the experiments of science, there are grad a¬ 
tions in intelligence and that the apparatus of intelligence 
does not function according to any invariable paticrn. Thus 
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the human eye can react only to some forms of 

light radiation. The Light waves that pass through 

the spectrum, light waves that are visible to the human eye may 
have wave-lengths varying from " 1 1 to - iflfljbfll' f 

centimetres, the violet being at the shortest end and the red l>rmg 
at the longest end. Even here, there is the gradation of intensity* 
A certain gradation of intensity blinds the human eye, while some 
animals may be able to see in Such an intensity ; in very weak light 
man cannot see, while some animals can see only in such mild light 
and become blind when the intensity is increased. Light waves 
cannot pass through certain medium when they are within the 
wave-lengths of the visible light, while they pass through such 
medium when their wavedengihs are reduced to —nnFFsVoU— 
or centimetres* what are known as X-rays. 

There are instruments in use among scientists that 
can record the presence of waves having far higher and far 
lower wave-lengths, the cosmic waves far beyond the violet end 
and the Long radio waves fa r beyond the red end. Scientists 
refer to rays even beyond of this at both ends. 

25. Knowledge of electricity Is a recent event in science ; the 
light waves beyond the spectrum on cither side, the ultra-violet 
and still shorter waves on one side and the Infra-red and die still 
longer waves on the other side were known only during die last 
half a century* Electric transmission without some metallic 
medium is a still later discovery . Why should science say that 
it is, “Thus far and no further** ? If there arc waves and If there 
are instruments that can record such waves, which are not caught 
by the eyes, why should there not be living organisms that can 
react eo such waves? 

26- If certain objects are opaque to some kinds of light waves 
and if they are transparent for other w aves, if ordinary' electric 
waves can be transmitted only through metallic media and if 
longer waves can be transmitted without such media, is it not also 
possible that what are called obstacles to the movement of 
physical bodies need not be obstacles to other forms of bodies ? 
What is called touch can also behave like what is called Light, 
The air does not obstruct the movement of my hand, while it 
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obstructs the movement of a piece of paper, which is kept sus¬ 
pended in it* 

$7* What I want to assert is that when + T know”it does not mean 
that my knowing exhausts the whole sphere of knowing and the 
entire mode of knowing. There are different forms and grada¬ 
tions in Jiving and in knowing. The modes of knowing are also 
varied. What is a help to know For one becomes an 
■obstacle to know for another. What is presumed to be 
’“dead matter” may have a life of its own nature* What is 
Insentient in our view may be sentient in its own way. All that 
the words dtad and imtntknt may mean is only this that there is 
no life and no sentience in them in the way in which there is 
life and sentience in us, not that there is no sort or life and sent i nee. 
In this sense, there is life everywhere, life pervades everything 
in the world. The world as a whole is “living* \ the world 
is sentient, 

aB. What is the distinction that we generally draw between 
living and dead matter? There is life when there is a force 
generated from within for growth. Growth is a kind of 
movement. This force for movement from within takes another 
form when the body itself can change its position, as in the case 
of what are termed ‘‘living beings”. A plant can grow ; but 
its movement b restricted to that much change in space. But 
a bird or an animal can change its position. Man develops 
another capacity of changing the environments for his life, 
which plants and animals cannot do, Man changes his environ¬ 
ments, and the environments change the nature of man. Thus 
there is what is called progression in man, which is not found in 
plants and animals. If there is any change and progression in 
them, it is brought about from outside, by man. Movement 
implies energy. In this way h we come to the conclusion that life 
and energy are onkLmatcly the same. Absolutely dead 
matter cannot develop any change and growth and evolution in it. 
This also shows that there is life at the root of all change and 
evolution in the world. 

29. We receive solar energy ; solar energy sustains life* Plants 
grow receiving the energy and by conserving the energy in the 
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form of various kinds of matter, especially in the form of carbon 
and its compounds- Such vegetation gees into the system of 
human body and helps life in man t What is called energy 
is not a mere physical, dead, mechanical phenomenon in the 
world. Life force and mechanical force are not two different 
things in the world ■ nor is it a fact that mechanical force simply 
helps life to develop. Life force and mechanical force arc 
aspects of the same force. Since it is found in our own 
experiences that mechanical force cannot be generated without 
some force behind it, it follows that it is life force that converts 
it self into another aspect called the mechanical force. The 
movement of electrons in an atom, the movement of the planets 
round the sun and of the Satellites round the planets, the move¬ 
ment in the solar system within the stellar system and of the whole 
stellar system in the universe, and the movements outwardly 
of the whole universe, the phenomenon that is now known as the 
expanding universe—not one of them can be called a mere 
mechanical process. There is mechanical movement following 
certain laws, because it is the process of a life force ? a process 
controlled by intelligence 

30. We speak of the Sun as a burning mass or matter ; we 
speak of the moon as a cold mass of matter, too cold for !: life J \ 
and also of some plants as too near the Sun or too far from the 
Sun to have the temperature in which alone life can operate. 
All that we can say is that in such regions there cannot be liTer 
as we understand life on earth- That docs not mean that there 
is no life at alL What is a burning mass of matter and what is 
called a cold mass of matter can be the very regions that have 
the natural temperature for another form of life. The life-pheno¬ 
mena in such regions may not react to our modes of communica- 
tion. The mode of life there, the mode of sensation, the mode 
of movement, all of them may be different there from what it is 
on the Earth. Wc on the Earth cannot respond to their life 
and to their life activities. We may send radio signals- But 
do they understand the phenomenon of such waves as we under¬ 
stand it ? Our eyes cannot react to such waves and we know only 
the behaviour of physical objects under the influence of such 
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waves. May bt t that to the life elsewhere they are what are light 
waves to ns. 

3 1, Sdence takes note of only the reaction of the external pheno¬ 
mena to instruments deviced by the scientists to record the beha¬ 
viour of things in specific conditions. Science knows only such 
behaviour; science does not know, and does not claim to know also* 
the true nature of the thing whose behaviour is recorded by the 
instruments. The conclusions arrived at by the scicntislsre late 
to very important matters connected with the nature of the 
world. But there are other aspects of the things of the world 
that too have a great importance. When we approach die 
problem of the nature of the facts of the external world from 
the point of view of the reaction of the things on our knowing 
faculty* the problem takes another direction. That is what I 
have tried to explain till now. That inanimate and animate 
Torganic) matter arc different From each other that the latter 
Is a later phenomenon and is also a phenomenon of a higher grade 
in the process of evolution, and other scientific theories arc only 
postulates made out of facts as recorded on instruments. When 
we approach the problem from the point of view of the reaction 
of the facts of the world to our ow n knowing faculty, the conclu¬ 
sion is that everything is an aspect of ^Intelligence”* that there 
is no such absolute distinction between animate and inanimate 
matter* that there is no gradation between die two and no pro¬ 
gression from inanimate to animate matter. 

32. The presence of life behind every fact of the universe 
is accepted in all systems or thought in India, F.vcnin the Bud* 
dhistic system of the doctrine of momentary cognitions with 
their objects as aspects of such cognitions^ the fact of the presence 
of Intelligence behind the objects of the world is a cardinal 
point. In the other important system of Buddhistic thought, 
namely, the view of even this series of momentary cognitions 
bring an illusion, the presence of the cognition is accepted ; 
the only difference is that its ultimate reality is denied here. 
There is no world without Intelligence, according to both the 
systems. 
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33. In the Vedic system or thought, there are two main 
currents. There Is a view that in so far as every form of movement 
and change has to be taken as being controlled by an Intelli¬ 
gence, the Intelligence Itsdfhas to be recognised as of the nature 
of energy, of change and movement. In its ultimate nature* 
there is a harmonious, rhythmic movement ; in the phenomenal 
nature., there is clash* there are cross currents. The former 
state is not noticed as movement, while the latter Is what is known 
as change and movement. 

34, There Is the other view that the Absolute Intelligence 
is of the nature or still, silent* static, positive "Being’** with 
no “Becoming", with no scope for any negation. The pheno¬ 
menal world Is a disturbance in its true nature. This is the 
position taken up in the Monistic School of the VtdmU 1 system. 
The other two schools of Yttlun to is more inclined towards the 
other view. The MimairtW is definitely this latter. Tn the two 
latter Schools of Vedanta, there is a tendency to identify this 
Absolute with a Person, with Intelligence, while in the Mim&ihm 
this Absolute is taken only as an existence* and intelligence ii 
attributed only to the phenomenal world ; intelligence Follows 
the nature of this absolute “Being”. They call it Dfurnna [Law) . 
The Law and M Lifc” arc concomitant, neither being without the 
the other, 

3^. “I know". This is the starting point for me. I take 
the world as objective ; it can be objective only to the extent that 
it is the object for a subject, I accept the full implications or such 
a starting point. We can deal with the problem of man and 
the problem of man*s relation to the world only iT w r c consider 
the world as the object of man ? man being the subject. From 
this start* we may have to move to further oppositions* like man 
being himself an object for another Super Subject. In this 
position taken up here, there is no con Riel with modem science* 
Since the start is different, the direction and the goal are also 
different. The problem relate to the world in both ; but the 
actual problems are not Identical, id spite of this identical 
subject-matter. The aspects are different. 
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36. Various important problems that tan legitimately come 
within the scope of scientific and rational investigation relating to 
the world, are now kept outside the sphere of science on account 
oT the restrictions which science has imposed upon iisell ; science 
recognises only such phenomena which can be recorded by the 
apparatus of science. There is an internal apparatus that can 
react to the phenomena of the external world, and that cannot 
react on the scientists* apparatus. On account of this restriction* 
subjects like sub-conscious phenomena, clairvoyance, telepathy, 
premonition and all such facts as come within P&ra^PsjtchQiQg/i do 
not receive the attention they receive. Religion is discredited : 
Yogjc practices are discredited. May be that religion and Yoga* 
as they arc understood—and practised at present—have to thank 
only themselves for such a neglect from science. But science itself 
was not the science which it Is now. A defect is no reason lbr 
neglect ■ defects must be remedied and facts must be accepted for 
investigation. 

37* Science is perfecting instruments for recording the behaviour 
of things under different conditions, and such perfected instru¬ 
ments perfect science. Here is a progression along a double line. 
Man’s internal apparatus also stands in need of the same perfec¬ 
tion, and along with such perfection, knowledge of things in the 
world that do not react to the scientists' apparatus will also 
progress towards perfection. Such a new course will take along 
time to yield any appreciable results ; but that is 110 reason 
for any diffidence in taking up the investigation. Science did 
not make progression in a day. What is the science of Galilio 
and New ton by the side or the science of today ? Galilio did not 
know’ Kepler's Laws of planetary motions, and he did not know 
the planets on the further outskirts of the solar system now known 
to us, Newton’s physics has given place to Einstcinian physics. 
Faraday had no notion of transmission of electricity by wireless 
and of trans-spec tral rays. Then wc have Aero-plants and rockets ¥ 
unbcUvable to the scientists of the last century. It may take a few 
centuries of progression before man will be able to have direct 
contact with the facts of the world without the aid of records 
made by instruments. In that condition, scientists will know what 
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a thing is, not merely how a thing behaves under a certain con- 
dition as recorded by an instrument. 

38. It is such a power that we find recorded in the poetry 
of the Vedas and in the discussion recorded in the Upanuads. 
The Toga system of philosophy deals with the same problem- In the 
SsUkkja system there is the theory of a subllc-body {Unga-iarira) 
which takes up and easts off the gross bodies. The problem of 
cells still remains a mystery to the scientists. There are many 
other mysteries in the world which scientists have not been able 
to explain. The Vtdanla speaks about an Absolute which is of the 
nature of Intelligence, of which the phenomenal world is an 
cvolute, of which the phenomenal world is a part, to which 
the phenomenal world is subordinate. All systems of thought 
in India speaks about a continutity in life transcending the changes 
noted from body to body. A targe number or such bodies can be 
strung together along the Time-Line into a unity, and all such 
strings can be brought together into another unity along the 
Space-extension. 

39. The only concession that is wanted from the scientists is 
that they must recognise the existence of an apparatus within man, 
parallel to the instruments which the scientists perfect. For 
this, the scientists must recognise that there is a real semtut 
also in the picture along with his science and the facts of science. 
Can the scientists say that W'hat their instruments can perform 
is absolutely beyond their own capacity? If radio communi¬ 
cation is possible through empty space, why should a similar 
mental communication be impossible through space? If an instru¬ 
ment can record very minute waves and electrons, why should not 
man himself receive the impressions ? If through fuel-energy , 
the gravitation of the Earth can be counter-acted enabling 
bodies to revolve round the earth at speeds nearly twenty times 
the velocity of the surface of the Eanh in its rotation round the 
Sun, why should not some energy be developed from within man 
himself to perform such a thing ? Instruments have not been per¬ 
fected that can recorded radiations of wave-lengths shorter than 
the “Cosmic Waves’ 1 or longer than the "Long Radio Waves”. 
Instruments have not been perfected that can record the 
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behaviour of material particles that are smaller than electrons. 
Does radiation reduce itself into an absolute zcro M do material 
particles reduce themselves nto an absolute zero value at any 
stage ? Or is it a reduction into a state of absolute fineness in both 
cases and yet retaining a positive value ? Or is it a reduction into 
an infmih gradations of fineness ? What is meant by “Unknown 5 * ? 
Is it what is absolutely outside the sphere of man*s knowing ? 
Or is it what is outside the present knowledge of man? The 
former alternative is an impossibility and the latter implies a 
means of knowing* Man himself must contain such a means of 
knowing what is postulated on the basis of what is already known, 
40* There are facts beyond what are now known by man, and 
such facts can be known by man, because — I KNOW* 


CHAPTER 17 - 

ORIGIN OF MAN, 

I. There is practically no system of thought in the world 
in any country and at any period in the history of man, when 
the thinkers did not postulate a beginning for the world and (or 
the human race in the world. Belief in some Supernatural 
Power as the cause and as the source of the world and of man 
is common to practically all ancient systems of thought. Modern 
science too accepts such a Powder, though the scientists give a new 
appellation and a new role to that Power. The ancient thinkers 
identified this Power with a person ; it is the God. God is 
always there, is all-powerful and all-kuowing. He is 
terrible to those who do not follow his commands . but he 
can be merciful to those who worship him, who obey his law. He 
created the world and man in the world He created animals 
and trees. He distributed the surface of the Earth into land 
and water, and into rivers, plains* mountains and oceans. I n 
most of the systems, it is not said that God would destroy tln- 
workl which he created at a later time, 

In modern science, there is that Power, But that 
Power has no relation to a person. It has no relation to life 
either, its function started earlier than life, and life is a conse¬ 
quence of its operation. They call it the “Natural Law * 
While God created the world from ^Nothing”, the ‘‘Natural Law ” 
operated in a positive source. It was undifferentiated, uniform 
matter from which the world evolved through the operation of 
stich a Natural Law. They also postulate an end for the world, 
I need not go into the various theories about the nature of the 
Universe, its origin and its destiny as formulated in modern 
science. Newtonian physics and Oarwin s theory of the origin 
of the world have given way to the Relativity or Einstein. Gold, 
uniform, matter, development of heat, radiation and Lowering 
of temperature, solidification and the remnants of cold solid 
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matter, the possibility of complete death Tor the San and for the 
world, and (he possible disappearance of the universe—ail 
such speculations arc liable to give way to a theory of an eternal 
universe. The theory of 11 the Expanding Universe” has given rise 
to various theories about the origin of the world ; it may be from 
some Atom* 

3. If there is radiation from a centre, there must be some 
accumulation in another centre. If cold matter developed heat 
at any point within, there must have been radiation from another 
point. If there b decomposition, there must be rocomposition. 
Otherwise, the question “Why 11 stares us in the face. The 
only rational conclusion is that the universe is eternal, cmtcmaUy 
dynamic. Gold materialism. Ignoring man and his life and his 
feeling, worshipping the instruments of measurements and of 
recording—all these are also giving way to some element of 
humanism in modern science. Xcwton, Darwin and Einstein 
are (he three giant pillars to support the modern theories about 
the nature of the universe. Einstein sometimes flies up into 
philosophical heights. The sensation of the mystical has produced 
in Einstein the experience of the most beautiful and the most 
profound emotion. He considers a man to whom such an emo¬ 
tion is a stranger, who cannot wonder and stand rapt in awe, 
as nothing better than dead. To him the centre of true religious¬ 
ness is to know and 10 fed that what is impenetrable to man does 
really exist, that it manifests itself as the highest wisdom and the 
most radiant beauty which man + s dull faculties can comprehend 
only in the most primitive form. Einstein is noi afraid or God. 
He speaks of his humble admiration for the illimitable “Superior 
Spirit 3 * who reveals Himself in the slight details: which man is 
able to perceive with his frail and feeble mind. To him, the 
idea of a God consists in an emotional conviction that there is 
present a *‘Superior Reasoning Power 11 , revealed in the incom¬ 
prehensible universe. 

4. I do not think that Einstein was acquainted with 
Indian thoughts relating to the nature of the universe. Yet 
what a dose relation there is between his views stated above and 
the approach of thinkers in ancient India regarding the same 
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problem. India never accepted an origin for the world and for 
man. There may be a relative beginning ; there is no absolute 
beginning. There is no God who is the creator of the world 
and who is also the controller of the world process. Einstein 
has been able to postulate Ids tl Unified Field Theory” to cons¬ 
truct a bridge between the Theory of Relativity wh'c’i he himself 
has evolved and the Quantum Theory. The former has given 
a shape to our concepts of space* time, gravitation a nd e reali¬ 
ties in the universe too remote and too vast to be perceived- 
The latter has given a shape to our concepts of the atom, the 
basic units of matter and energy and the realities that are too 
elusive and too small to be perceived. Einstein was impressed 
by the hormemy and uniformity of Nature* and what he has 
done is to evolve a single edifice of physical laws to encompass 
both the phenomena of the atom and the phenomena of outer 
space. Einstein has brought the laws of gravitation and the 
the law's of electro-magnetism within one basic structure of 
universal law. According to him two structures of space 
independent of each other is intolerable. Einstein has not 
eonstructed a still higher superstructure to incorporate ihis 
4 d Theory” and his belief in a “Superior 

E casoning Power” revealed in the incomprehensible universe. 

5, It is this latter that has been achieved by the thinkers of 
andcrst India. They were able to effect a unity between matter 
and energy, and this unity was further extended to a unity 
between the objective world and the subjective man. The 
physical law* that governs the behaviour of the facts in the external 
world and them oral law that governs the life of man, came under 
a common law of the world. The moral law is as muds an 
objective fact of the world as the physical law'. Neither of them 
were created by any individual. They are ever there in the 
world. AH of them come under the ^Superior Reasoning 
Power"‘j as revealed in the incomprehensible world* The 
position taken up in the Indian systems of thought Is something 
unique in the w r orld, It is only hinted at in modern science \ 
it is not yet an accepted doctrine of the modem science* If 
any sort of approachment is po^iblc between modern science 
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and ancient thought, it is only in the field or ancient Indian 
thought. Modern science has only to incorporate the views 
given expression to by Einstein into the structure of science to 
make it more or less identical with ancient Indian doctrines. 
If Indian thought is to make an appreachment to any other system 
of thought, ancient or modern, regarding the fundamental 
problem of the nature of the world, the possibility is only in the 
case of modern science. Even the most ancient thought on 
religious matters in the world, as represented by the religion of 
Zoroaster, which is the closest genealogically too to Indian 
thoughts found in the Vedas is very Tar from the Vedic thought, 
and is more allied to the Semitic way of thinking on such problems. 

6. I n the Aws ??, which is t he 1 itc rary record of the tcachi ngs 
of Zoroaster, there is the description of the creation of sixteen 
regions by Ahtira Mazda, the creation of sixteen counter-regions 
of evil by his enemy. Ahu ra Mazda is the all-powerful Lord of th e 
world. There is no such One, All-powerful God in the 
Vedas. In the Vedas, the differentiated world came out of an 
impersonal “Person’*, or it came out or an undifferentiated 
“Uniform” on account of some mysterious “Will” in it. The 
All-maker and the Golden Womb are not creators in the strict 
sense of the term “Creator”. They gave a form to die world 
according to some Jaw which is eternal. They moulded the 
world. The Heaven and the Earth are spoken of as the father 
and the mother. There is mention of the birth of even gods. 
That “reason’’controls the evolution of the w'orld, that “Life” 
is behind the entire process in the world, is the cardinal doctrine 
of the Vedas. This position has been interpreted in various 
ways in later times in ancient India ; but the fundamental pos* 
sition remains constant and unaltered in all systems of thought. 

7. The Siirtkhja system postulates a dualism between 
Matter and Life. The terms “Matter" and “Life" are not quite 
precise. What is called “Matter” has the potentialities of “Life” 
and what is called “Life*’ hits no function. That Life is only a 
superior reason. It is jnst there ; it does not act, it docs not 
operate, it docs not function. Function is only in the “Matter”, 
and this function in “Matter" consists of the “Life*' functinnand 
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median Ic al function . But such a function can be explained 
only through the population of a superior reason. The “Matter” 
in this dualism* is called Prakrit sS thc primal cause” and the l4 Life” 
is called PttTWfi (the Person), Hie “Life” cannot function ( and 
the “Matter 1 * can function only on account of the presence of 
she “Life”* It is the combination of these two factors that 
acccunts for the differentiation. 

8- It is definitely stated in the standard text on the 
Sdnkhya system of philosophy that the creation* Lc., the differen¬ 
tiation, is brought about by the conjunction of the Ftmtsu 
(Life) and the Prakrit (Matter) ; their conduction is like the 
conjunction of a lame man and a blind man for a journey. 
The lame man is in need of some one to carry him so that there 
can be the movement and the blind man wants some one to show 
him the way for the same purpose. Neither can accomplish the 
journey without conjuctk n with the other. This is my presentation 
of doctrine of the SiAkhja system. The traditional interpretation 
has something more to say. What I have given above is only the 
second half of a verse ; the first half says that the purpose of this 
tunjunotion is that there may be “sight” on the Pmuia side and 
“detachment” on the Prakrti side. This is what is found in the 
commentators of the medieval times, and this is the 
interpretation given in modem time also, following the medieval 
commentators. 

9* There is some fundamental question involved here^ and 
for 1 his reason, I am giving cnc of the standard translations into 
English for th is verse : 

The association of the two, which is like that of a lame 
man and a blind man, is Tur the purpose of the Primal 
Nature being contemplated (as such) by the Spirit* 
and for the release or the Spirit (from three-fold misery; ; 
from this rassociation) creation proceeds, 

I n th:s inmslationj there is a definite purpose introduced in the 
case of the association of Matter and Spirit and the consequent 
creation. The purpose is that the Spirit might see the Matter 
in its true form and thereby may get release from the three- 
fold sufferings of man, which three-fold sufferings have been 
given in an earlier chapter, dealing with the Senkhja system. 
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io. There is another interpretation possible for this passage. 

I have to give the English equivalents for the various terms m 
the passage in the order in which the terms occur there. 

Of the Purusa —for the purpose of vision—for the purpose 
of alattaetioU—similarly of Pradhana —like that of a lame 
man and a blind man—of even the two—there is the 
cor junction—produced i hereby—is the creation. 

Purust i is the Spirit and Pradfmrm is another term for Pra rti or 
Matter. Instead of taking the two words in the possessive 
case, “of the Purusa” and “of the PradhSna" as syntactical 
related tn the two purposes, it is equally possible to syntactically 
relate them to the numeral “two* in the possesive case in the 
second hair, being in apposition to the Latter. There is a com¬ 
bination of the two, namely, the Putw and the Pradkana ; 
factor brought about by the Puma * “Vi*on and the fac er 
brought about by the Pradkana is “Abstraction , Tire world 
of differentiation is made up of these two c ements, arusa 
Pradkana in conjunction. If there had been only one, there 
would not have been either the fector of vision or the factor 


or movement. . . .. , 

ii. In the classical interpretation, there is implud 

beginning and a close, some ultimate purpose served by one of the 
elements, by Pradte,^ for the other, the Pa^a. This creates 
ail kinds of difficulties. Why did what is essentially detached, 
sit entangled? The ultimate purpose is necessitated by this 
unwanted beginning. There is also some difficulty in construing 
the passage in this way. There are two possessive nouns and 
two purposes mentioned, and normally we attach each purpose 
to each noun. But the purposes are Tor only one of them, nam sly, 

the Puruta (Spirit). Then the possessive at the end of the first 
half will have to be taken as the object for vision by the Pnntsa. 
This is not a very happy cons-ruetion. Yet the usual construction 
Is in such a way that the Purufa sees the Prakfti and gets released 
From Prakrti . But all are agreed that there is no real beginning 
tor such an association. Even then there is to b= an end for what 
has no beginning, a rather illogical position to take, ir the 
association has not got any beginning, such an association 
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becomes natural to the Purttsa, and what is natural has no end. 
This is another difficulty, 

12. I he term Kaimlya (Abstraction} has been interpreted 
by classical commentators as signifying a release from the 
three-fold suffering in man’s life. They are what are brought 
alxmt by one Trom within {MhyStmika) , what are brought about 
by the Elemental* (AdhibhmUiAa) and what are brought about 
bs Pros [deuce (Adhidaivika). I he remedy lor all such sufferings 
is prescribed in the various sciences like medicine and in reli¬ 
gion. It is none of the business of a philosopher to find out 
and prescribe and provide remedies for the normal sufferings 
of a man in his ordinary life. A philosopher deals with the 
sufferings of a philosopher, and prescribes philosophical remedies. 
AaiW>vz, Abstraction, is something different from this release. 
A'aitmtye Is the state nf being h'aata, the state of Iwing just oneself, 
free from any admixture with other factors. This must lie the 
factor which Pradkana, Matter, provides in this combination 
of Spirit, the Spirit contributing the element of “Vision”. 

13. I dn not know how far we can push the comparison 
with the association of a blind and a lame man, in this context. 
Certainly what the lame man contributes is vision and what the 
blind man contributes is movement, which the lame man cannot 
provide. The Kairalja, Abstraction, must have some relation 
to what the blind man provides in that combination, if we are 
to take the comparison to mean all that it is capable of meaning, 
just as what the lame man provides is vision, which the Spirit 
also provides. U we arc to accept the classical interpretation, 
the lame man must be the superior; his business is to sec that 
the blind man takes him in the proper direction and leaves 
him at his destination, free and alone. The blind man has no 
destination and no purpose of hb own. Thus their union is not 
on a co-ordinate basis ; it is on a basis of the superior and the 
inferior. This interpretation is necessitated by the religious 
beliefs ot the classical period, when Matter was condemned 
and Spirit was elevated to the high pedestal, 

14. In the beginning or the text, it has been specifically 
Stated that religion docs not provide an adequate remedy 
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for the philosophers suflcring, involving as the religious remedy 
does 3 gradations and impurities. This itself is the philosopher s 
true suHcnngi why there is such a gradation and differentiation, 
such a distinction between what is pure and what is impure* 
Yet iht classical commentators interpret the text on the basis 
or religious beliefs current in the classical period* It h she reli¬ 
gious bias of the classical period that lies at the root of theories 
like "the higher life, how to Jive more perfectly in the spirit * 
This is the preference of the man of religion; this is not a correct 
presentation of the position of a philosopher, 

13+ Matter and Spirit are equal and co-ordinate partners 
in a joint function. The destiny of man is not the point at issue 
here* where we are dealing with the problem of the origination 
of man ; that point will be dealt with in the appropriate context. 
The position is quite dear that the world process has its origin 
in a combination of Matter and Spirit. There is no purpose in 
this combination ; there is only a consequence natural 10 the 
combination. There is Vision, there is Abstraction, associated 
with this combination of Matter and Spirit. From the com¬ 
parison with the combination of a blind man and a lame man* 
the ^Abstraction” seems to be in the form of a movement, which 
the Spirit >s not capable of providing, 

16, In the passage immediately previous to the one that has 
been considered now, it is said that Matter is realty insentient, life¬ 
less, and yet in this combination it appears a$ if it were sentient,, as 
if it is endowed with life, and that the Spirit that has no activity, 
being just an indifferent observer, appears as if it is functioning 
which Function is really the part of Matter, Thus* in this combi¬ 
nation there is a mutual transfer of attributes. The two factors 
constituting the world are so intermixed that one cannot separate 
them, one cannot distinguish them* What wc find is only a 
living and functioning mechanism as a unit. Wt cannot say 
that this U life and that this is the mechanical functioning* 
Such an admixture is the world process. And this is due to the 
combination of two factors, the Matter and the Spirit. It 
is a combination of two distinct factors into an indistinguishable 
unity 3 that is called the world. 
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f 7 - The question may be raised why vvc should accept a 
dualism at all. Why should we not say dint what is called the 
world is a unity,, just a functioning Spirit or a living Matter ? 
^\hy should it be presumed that this Is a combination of two 
distinct factors called the Matter and the Spirit? This is the 
subject-matter that had been dealt with prior to the statement 
of the appearance of unity in a combination of two separate 
I actors with separate attributes. The functioning, differentiated 
world must he traced back to an undifferentiated state* Wc find 
that what we experience is a chain of cause nnd effect in the 
w orld. The, effect is more differentiated than the cause. What 
is called an effect is the cause in a new’ form, w ith some additional 
differentiating attributes. Tracing the chain backwards from 
e ffect to cause, we must reach a it age when th ere a re no di fferen- 
tint ions, That state is what is called ‘^differentiated 1 * ( Atynktn ), 
In this chain of cause and effect, impermanent, limited, func- 
1 Soiling, manifold, dependent, constituted of parts, originating 
from another, there must lie some parallel line that is the 
opposite of this. In the experienced phenomena we find three 
elements, some material comem, in a state of movement and 
being cogm.^d by man. I lie diffrrcnt radon cannot be from 
within this itself It is experienced as an object. There is 
something common among all the differentiated phenomena £ 
they are nm in themselves sentient* They produce their effects* 
Even when w r e reach the stage of the Matter in its absolute 
nature, wc do not go beyond this condition that is experienced 
in the case of the differentiated phenomena. Therefore we 
postulate some entity that is entirely different from Matter 
both in its phenomenal and in its absolute conditions. 

18. The above is only a negative argument, that there must 
be something different from all* It is not a positive argument 
for establishing an entity called the Spirit, entirely distinct 
from Matter, instead of assuming that Matter has life as Its own 
nature, [he difficulty arises on account of the distinction bet¬ 
ween subject and object In our experience. We can unify all 
the objects - but the distinction between the subject and the 
object cannot be eliminated in any such process of unification. 
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The unification is among what come within the sphere of ont 
who cognises the differentiated phenomena. If the knower is 
eliminated as a distinct entity, the whole ground for accepting 
a reality is washed away. Further, even among the objects of 
our experience, the fact that they are in a state of flux, moving 
and changing, necessitates the assumption of some externa 
ground for such a change and movement. It is this external 
factor as the subject and as the ground Tor the change and move¬ 
ment in the objects that is called the Spirit. Such subjert 
factors and such factors as form the ground for the change and 
movement in the object must lie a plurality according to the 
plurality of the knowing subject. It is in this way that a dualism 
between Matter as object and Spirit as subject and a pluralism 
in such subjective factor, the Spirit factor, is postulated in the 
Simye system. Thus the world is a combination ol Matter 
and Spirit ; yet the distinction cannot l>e known except as an 
intellectual process. The two factors arc so inextricably inter¬ 
woven and each has transferred Us distinctive attribute u. the 
oilier in such a way that they api»ear to be a unity. 

ig. The Sankhya system docs not specify the condition 
under which such an association took place. Nor docs tt lake 
up the question whether the condition continues when new 
associations of such Spirits with Matter can take place, t.hether 
ihc process took place only at a certain stage, what the condition 
was prior to that stage, whether there was any such prior stage, 
and mrmv similar questions of a fundamental nature. It j> 
that the association is natural, which must mean, if it means 
anything, that there is no prior stage when such an association 
has not taken place, when the Spirit and Matts i stood apart. 
If it is natural, then why should there be a termination ? Why 
should the activity in Matter be spoken or as having some purpose 
to be scried ibr the spirit as the cause ? And such a statement 
is met with very frequently in the text on the system. It is said 
that both exist together even after the attainment ol that purpose 
for the Spirit by Matter ; the only distinction is that in such a 
condition, there will be no new process of a creation, which 
is the result of a particular kind of association between the 


ORIGIN OF 


309 


two. That particular association is such that there is a purpose 
to l>c served by the Matter For the Spirit. In the fiital Stage, 
there is no such purpose and so the co-existence of the two, the 
Matter and the Spirit, is distinct in that stage from the associa¬ 
tion of the two in such a way as to produce the process of a crea¬ 
tion. There is something incongruous in such a position, 
assigned to the doctrine ol the world process in the .SifaA/rjw 
system, I feel that it Is the admixture or religious beliefs with 
philosophy that has produced this incongruous position. The 
fact remains that in the world process, the two elements, M alter 
and Spirit, are inextricably inter-woven and the two cannot 
be distinguished from each other ; each has transferred its attri¬ 
butes to llic other. The world is neither Matter nor Spirit ; 
it is both, as an indistinguishable unit* There is no origination 
for man ; there is no origination for the world. 1 he world is 
there by its nature ; the world functions by its nature. 

20. It is not a mere movement that is found in the world 
process ; the movement is of the nature of a progression, a move¬ 
ment upwards. There are occasional lapses and reverse move¬ 
ments. But the general direction is upwards for this world 
process. There is an clement of activity, and there is also an 
element of an activity according to a law. The activity as a 
simple phenomenon is in Matter, and the element of the law 
comes from the Spirit. That is why there is a dualism in the 
thought found in the Sdnkhya sySEem. But there can be no move¬ 
ment according to a law, unless there is a law, and there can be 
no law unless there is some movement within which alone 
law can have a meaning. There tan be no mere law ' law’ is a 
mechanical law, law found followed up in movement* VVe 
find them as distinct and yet they cannot be separated. I hat 
Is the world ; there is Matter in movement and there is a laion 
that makes the movement to conform to a law. Law implies a 
“Vision 1 * and a “Vision" implies an Intelligence* The world 
is an intelligently worked mechanism. 

21, There is no Creator as the sum mg point for the world 
process and for man. There is no Law-maker. Both the world 
process and the law within this proerss are within the world 
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itself. The question whether there is a unity in the Spirit in 
its absolute nature is not taken up in the system ; it is left for 
other systems, in so far as such a position does not come within 
the sphere of reason. A plurality of Spirit is necessitated by 
experience. There is at bast a plurality that conditions this 
Spirit, even if there is any ultimate unity in it. Spirit is known 
to reason only in this aspect of plurality, associated with the 
plurality of the conditioning factor. Another question is 
neither openly asked nor answered in the system ; but an answer 
to this question is necessitated by the nature of the doctrine 
in the system. If there is no unity in the Spirit, how can we 
explain the harmony and unity in the world process ? 1 he 

reply can only be that the Spirit is assumed only to explain 
the law in the world process i and even if the Spirit has aplurility, 
their mutual harmony is implied by their very nature. So an 
inherent unity in the Spirit is not necessary. Their mutual 
unity and harmony are radical factors in their very nature* If 
the plurality is only in the conditioning factor and if the Spirit 
is in itself a unit, there is no rational way of proving such a radical 
unity ; that unity is found in the world only as conditioned into 
a plurality. The conditioning factor will be made clear when the 
“Embodiment of Man” will be dealt with* What is very 
definite: in the system is that there is no God as a Creator 
or as a Law-maker* 'There is no ultimate agent for the world as a 
whole, and as Tor the parts of the world, individual men can 
satisfy the needs of reason. 

22. In essence, the position taken up in the Sankhya system 
is found in all the systems of thought in India* There may be 
differences in aspects, in details* There is the JfySja system which 
postulates a God as Creator and also as Law-make r. There is the 
Vcdante system which postulates a unity in the world, so far as 
most of the interpretations of this system are concerned. The 
Mtmfimsa system neither recognises a Creator or a Law-maker, 
nor does the system accept a beginning or end for the world pro¬ 
cess. There is no one who can know the entire law of the entire 
universe, since there is no omniscience. There are the indivi¬ 
duals in various gradations of powers and knowledge. They 
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know the facts of the world and also the law lh ** 

activities in the world, i.e., the mechan.caMaw ti ^ 

to the extent of their power, of ***#•£* 

the world to the extent of their powers of action. ' ding 

ween Matter and Spirit is recognised m the wo 11 , 

to this system. This eternal combination rolls on 

Matter and Spirit and their mutual association are all 

factors in the world, with no end. combination of 

a 3 . In the JVjfija system also, there is a c«x _ 

Matter and Spirit, The system recognises an lUfim^ ^ ^ 

of entities called Atman, the Self. It u» J« st l * c rmS . 0 f rc alitv 
butes of its own. Only such attributes which other o ■ They 
possess are found in the Seit also, hkc num >er . ' arc 

ate infinite in number and universal in extension ^ ^ 
also eternal* Knowledge, desire and volition v^c 
specific attributes of the Self, are not natural to the SdLY 
arc all produced during the world process and are c 

in character. In the final stage all such specific *«rihu 
to an end. The system does not accept any absohit h 
for the Self to become embodied and to develop 
attributes of knowledge, desire and volition as ^mcmar> crca 
lions in the Scir, coming and disappearing “ ® 
series has its final stage, w hich is the goal of life, what 

U A 24 ’ R The universe in its absolute condition is a vast expanse 
of Atoms with their specific attributes, with ait "duim” 
the Self. It is some inscrutable factor m the • « u 
the process of the world as a cause and cflfect sequence. On 

account of the inscrutable factor in the Self, the Atomsare set in 
movement ; they combine and re-combine and a ho * cCOI "P“*' 
In such a change, new attributes are developed by the Ma er 
which originally existed as Atoms, like size and form. Matter 
evolves into dead matter, into living organisms and into organ 
or sense. Associated with Matter in its threefold state, there « 
the Self with a body, and die Self becomes a knower, doer and 

< njo^cr* ^ haa ^ en IJOl{cc( j t h at in the Sa&khya system, the 
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manifold Spirit can manage the evolution in the world with 
no need for a Supcr-Spim to unify the world process and to 
harmonise H, Em in the JSj&ya system, it b found that the 
individuals cannot cfleci such a synthesis and bring about such 
a harmony ; they postulate a special Self as the Super-Self. 
This is God. Unlike the manifold Self* this Super-Self has know¬ 
ledge and volition as eternal factors in Him; they are not fleeting 
functions In Him, as it is in the case of the individuals. Thus, 
the cause of the sum in the world process is three-fold, God, 
the individuals with their inscrutable factors, and the Matter 
in the form of Atoms. Every individual is an integral factor 
in the causal group relating to the events associated with that 
individual, and God is in alE such causal groups. Some indivi¬ 
dual or other and God, find a place in ah the events of the world 
as causes. In the beginning the inscrutable factor in the in¬ 
dividual brought about the initial movements in the Matter, 
while in (he later stages, the series of his knowledge and desire 
and volition arc factors in the individual who functions as a 
cause. Sentience is an attribute developed in the Self at a 
later stage after the world process had its beginning, It is only 
God who at that stage had a sentience. A movement in dead 
Matter without some external stimulus coming from an Intel¬ 
lect is not accepted in this system also. 

sG* There is the three-fold source for the start of the world 
process, namely, God, Individual Self with an inscrutable 
factor, and Matter in the form of Atoms* For the earlier steps 
in the process, only God can be the agent, and not the Individual 
Self The Individual can handle only Matter in its "effect state” 
after the first few steps. It is only the inscrutable (actor in the 
Individual Self that comes into play at the initial stage. The 
Individual Self can handle matter only when A latter acquires 
a slx., some spacial extension. Such a spacial extension 
can Ire acquired only in its effect condition, through the combi¬ 
nation of the Atoms. A cause and effect relation necessitates a 
time factor also. The Individual Self or man can bring within 
Ills comprehension only Matter as related to space and time, 
in the above way. What is just there, without a spaclal extension, 
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without a cause-effect sequence, is beyond the sphere or man’s 
capacity* That is why Space and Time are important factors 
in the Nyaya System ; they are varieties of “Substance” { Draiya; 
in lhe system, unitary* indivisible and eternal. Space and l ime 
can be known to man only as limited by Matter of spacial ex¬ 
tension and by Matter with ihe cause-effect sequence. 

27. The Atoms are aspects of Matter with their specific 
qualities (Gmas) like colour, touch and smell. They are radical, 
lion-produced (Anuibhm) and do not help man 10 comprehend 
the Matter, For this reason, there must also be developed in 
die Matter another factor, namely, produce qualities like colour, 
smell and touch. When two Atoms combine, their respective 
sizes do not produce the size of the effect, i.e., the combined 
matter. Their sizes arc of the nature of a minus quantity. Just 
as 1 & 1 can result in 2, while {—-1} & (-—1) can result only in 
t he ( —2), in the same way t the positive size of produced forms of 
matter may give a higher, positive size when combined, while 
the size of the Atom, that has only a negativ e value, can produce 
only a smaller size of minus value. That is why they accept 
only the number in the Atom as the cause of the size in the pro¬ 
duced aspect of matter, and not the size of the Atom as parts. 
Such a positive size is what is called the 4 'Gross Size TT or Mafmi- 
Parimma. Since the Individual Self can play his part as an agent 
in the world process only after the production of Matter with 
such attributes, namely, spacial exteasion of a positive value, 
and produced qualities like colour and touch, it is (bund necessary 
to postulate a Super-Spirit, known as God, as the agent in the 
start of the world process, when man cannot function. He 
continues his position as a common agent in the production of all 
events in the world, even after man is able to function as an agent. 

28, Besides the three-fold source uf the world* namely, 
God, the Individual Sdf with the inscrutable factor, and 
Matter in the form of Atoms with their specific qualities, there 
is another factor also as an eternal element in the constitution 
of the world. There are an infinite number of specific “Forms" 5 
into which alone things can he fitted, when there is the change 
from cause to effect or when there is decomposition trom effect to 
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cause. Thus every object in ihe world Like a cow or a man or a 
jar or a cloth h has some specific “Form”, and it is on account of 
such a form that we cat! it by such names and that we distinguish 
them from one another, as classes* They are called Genus 
{ Jdii ). Such genuses exist in the world on a design ; no two 
genuses intersect each other. The sphere of each larger genus 
can be divided into a large number or smaller spheres, and such 
a division can continue until we come to the ''Final Effect 11 . 
An effect is produced from its parts, so far as material formations 
are concerned, and such a “Final Effect” is called the “Final 
Whole”, which cannot in it turn function as part for another 
whole* The Atoms are the smallest constituents and the 
“Final Whole” arc the largest combination*. Thus the body 
of men, the body of a cow, a jar and other formations stop at 
that stage and do not function as parts for any higher formation* 

29. What is called “Creation” in this system is not a real 
creation. Nothing is produced in such a process from a vacuum, 
from- a zero. What is called “Creation” is only the association 
of die matter with a new form, dissociating it from another form. 
Thus, the breads have their own form or genus, and they cease 
to have that form when they are woven into a doth, and the 
matter now acquires a new form. Although the matter existed 
prior to the creation of the doth, that matter did not exist in 
association with the new form. It is such an association that is 
really known as “Creadon” * in th ejfydja system* God and mat! 
can only associate matter with new forms, but cannot produce 
new matter. The worhl process consists in such dissociations and 
associations of matter from and with those forms. Such a relation 
of matter wkh the form is also an eternal factor in the world ; it 
is technically called a Samavdya, usually translated as “Inherence”, 

30. Such a relationship is accepted as subsisting between 
a matter and the qualities in it* between matter and the move¬ 
ments in it, and also between parts and the whole. The relation^ 
ships being what is postulated for specific reasons, is accepted as 
a unitary one and eternal; its further nature whether It is pro 
duced, whether it is manifold etc. cannot be determined- All 
that is presumed is that there is.such a relationship, different 
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from contact which is between two distinct pieces of matter, an 
from absolute identity, where there is no distinction at all between 
the two related facts. This new relationship presumed vnthe. yajt 
philosophy is different Trom both, somewhere between absolute 

identitvand absolute difference between the two relate ac . 
Each eternal, non-prnduced thing in the world has a w *'u 
individuality oHls own, which necessarily has to 1* eternal. 
The phenomenal world has to be traced to some eternal sources 
n its absolute nature ; they are God, the Individuals, the ins¬ 
crutable factors in the Individuals, Time and Space, materia 
particles called Atoms with their specific qualities, some cierna 
relationships, some eternal individualities and some eterna 
“Forms” (the Genus or Jflli). The world process U i tems , 
without a beginning ; there is no “Creator . L here is a Lavs 
also in the world,'which only God knows In its entirety. God 
formulates the Law in language form and transmits the knowledge 
of the Law to man. There is Intelligence as an eternal factor 
in the world, behind its change into the phenomena ; that 
Intelligence is in God. 

3r. In the Vedanta also, the position is not much different 
from what is accepted in the system. There is no School 

of VedBnta that docs not accept a God. There may he differences 
in aspects. The fundamentals are the same. In the Monistic 
School, there is an Absolute that is immobile, with no change ; 
there is a transformation of this Absolute into the phenomena. 
There is no real transformation ; the w'orld is experienced as 
phenonetna white it is really the Absolute, livery individual 
Tact in this phenomena fi the whole of the Absolute ; it is not a 
part of it nor an aspect or it. Within the phenomena there is 
God (Ibara) and some mysterious Power which it is that presents 
the Absolute as phenomena. This Power is called - 1 /iyu, 
something that is incomprehensible, something that appears as 
what it really is not. It may be called ''Illusion” ; what is not 
appears as what if, and what ii appears as what it not, mi account 
of this Power. It has no beginning ; but it has an end. Every 
system or thought in India lias to compromise with this illogical 
position of accepting an end lor what has no beginning, except 
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the MtmM.fi system which accepts neither a beginning nor an 
end for the world-process. In Lhe Monistic School of the 
Viddnia, there are only the two factors as the source of the ivorld, 
God and Maya . On account of this Mdya i God is able to create 
out of Himself the whole of the phenomenal world. God him¬ 
self is neither an Absolute Reality, nor an Absolute Unreality ; 
God is God on account of the .Uoja. What is produced by Him, 
the phenomenal world T is also neither absolutely real nor ab¬ 
solutely unreal. Here also there is no question of a “Creation 11 
of what is from what is noL There is only a transformation of 
what is neither real nor unreal Into what is again neither real 
nor unreal* 

32. In the School of Qualified Monism within the 
Vedanta, there is God with the Individuals and Matter. They 
arc all realities. I hc Individuals and Matter are Parts (Amsa) of 
God as the Whole {AmM) ; God is the beyond (&jih) of w hat 
is here {Ses.a] . In the Dualislic School* there arc the three 
eternal factors of God* the Individuals and Matter* each distinct 
from the other, with absolute differences mutually between each 
fact within that category. God is Supreme, and the other two 
are subordinate to Him, In not one of the Schools within the 
Vedanta is there any doctrine of a ^Creator”. The Law too is 
there. Law r and God may be identical; God did not citak Law, 
There is nothing called “God's Law" any more than there is 
the “King’s Law" in a Constitutional Monarchy, or the Law 
of Parliament in a Republic. Man is controlled, along with 
all the events or the world, by a “Law”. There is nothing called 
an “Obedience” to Law. There is no beginning for the world 
process nor Tor man nor for Law. They arc all there. There is 
either a metamorphosis of matter or there is a change from one 
“Form” Into another. Nothing is which was not. The question 
of any chronology for the origin or for any event in the evolution 
of the world had no scope in any of the system* of thought in 
India. 

33, But there are other chan nets along which thought 
had been proceeding m India* That is found in the great 
Epics. That is also found in the tradition of the people ; it is 
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accepted in Astronomy* There h the following Table : 
i Year — 3G0 day 5 

4320000 Years —1 A! aha Yuga (Great Aeon) 

1000 Mahd Yugas — 1 day-time for Brahma (C reator) — Kaipa 
1 such day and 1 night =1 Complete day for Brahma 
30 Complete days = 1 Month for Brahma 
12 Months =1 Year for Brahma 
t oo Such years —r Life Time for Brahma 

It is supposed that half the life time of Brahma has expired and 
that we arc in the beginning of the second half. The calcu¬ 
lation is that now 18000 Complete Days for Brahma have expired 
and we are in the next Day for Brahma . 

34* There are the Afams t the originator of man, in each 
period of 71 Mate Yagas (Great Aeons), There are 14 Manus 
in each Day of RrafoM, Each Alarm period is, therefore, about 
857142 Divine Years(360years). Six Manu period have expired 
and we are in the seventh Alarm Period* The Manus who have 
expired are Snayombhuva, Sodrocifa y Atiiiama t Tdmasa, Rak-aia and 
Cdksusa* The present Mann Is lairasuata, 27 AI aha Yigas (Great 
Aeons) of this Atom Period have already elapsed and we are in 
the last Yuga or Quarter of the aflth A {aha Yaga* This last Yaga 
has started in 3101 B*C* 

35* Here also, there is no absolute beginning for the 
world postulated. Here is only a calculation of the age of the 
world within the present (imponderable) Brahma Cycle. There 
is no mention that there was no Universe prior to this present 
Brahma Cycle* There is no question of accepting a aero prior 
to the beginning of the present Brahma Cycle, nor a postulation 
of a zero after the expiry of this period* It is only a .statement 
about the present Cycle. 

36. Right through there is a reference to the beginning 
of the world and of man in the w orld, in the various periods and 
various types or thought in India. Yet there is also the parallel 
idea of a begimungless world. In the philosophical systems, 
what is meant by a beginning is not an absolute beginning* 
It is more an intellectual abstraction. We find the world as 
a series of events ■ we can speak about the beginning in any part 
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of this series. If we are to extend this beginning to die whole 
worldj then the relation of that beginning to the world as a 
whole would be the same as the mutual relation or the particular 
pans of the series. If we extend the relation of cause and effect 
between the thread and the cloth to the whole world and its 
postulated cause, the nature of the cause would be of such a 
particular type ■ it would l>e a relation of an effect to an intel¬ 
ligent agent operating a positive material cause. The funda¬ 
mental position is that the world is positive in its phenomenal 
nature of change and movement and if it is to be traced back 
to an ultimate cause, that cause is also of an equally positive 
nature* Just as there is an agent within the phenomena* lor 
the production of any effect cither directly or indirectly, the 
world process must ultimately go back to the stimulus and to 
the urge from an Intelligence. But there is no absolute be¬ 
ginning and there is no agent who brought the world into bring 
from a rwn-bring* 

37+ On these two counts, there is a radical difference in 
the view-point taken in ancient Indian thought and in modern 
science. The beginning or [he world process and the si art of 
that process from some natural law, free from “Li lie’% are funda¬ 
mental factors in modern scientific thought* There is an 
agreement too on the point of there being no "Creation" * of 
a bring from a non-bring. The world is a positive cvolute from 
.a positive source. There is agreement on the point that there 
is no ^Creation” and no “Creator 18 and also on the point that 
there is no Law-maker for the world and no Controller of the 
law in the world. 

38p Both the agreement and the disagreement of modern 
scientific thought wuh and from ancient Indian thought are due 
to the environment in which modern Science grew up* There 
is the religion and theology according to which Cod created 
the world j man is subordinate to God. The Law is the Law 
of God a iu 3 man must obey the Law. A positive source for the 
world in God according to theology' gave the lead to the doctrine 
of the evolution of the world from a positive source and the 
doctrine that there is a beginning for this world process. When 
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God is eliminated from the picture and when man is ignored* 
ihe only other alternative is to postulate die beginning from some 
power within the positive source* which is different from the 
“Life Power” in man. In the modern science, man only 
understands and records and makes use of the Law of Nature ; 
science docs not recognise that the Law of Nature has the same 
source as the Li Life Power 15 in man ; the latter is only an accident* 
Theology assigns some definite date for the creation of the world 
by God ; modem science also calculates a specific date Tor the 
absolute start of the world process. Flic date has varied ao 
cording [o the progress hi the knowledge of science ; but the 
fact that there is some such dak is an enduring doctrine in modern 
science* 

3$. There is a fundamental difference between the 
approach of modern science and of ancient Indian thought to 
the problem of the origin of man and of the world. The dif¬ 
ference is not like the difference among the various Schools 
of Lhought within the Indian systems, where the difference is 
only on details or aspect^, the fundamental point of view being 
the same* Vet the difference bctwteci Indian thought and 
modern science is only what exists between two men standing 
back to back, and close to each other* They cannot meet* 
There is needed only a slight adjustment for them to stand face 
to iacc ? and at the same time to maintain their former directions. 

40. Modern science depends too much on the apparatus 
that records, and ignores man’s inner faculties in solving 
problems. If modem science will extend the reasoning faculty 
of man a little further* then there will be a mutual reconciliation. 
An event in the world is an event, only in so far as it has taken 
place at a certain moment and not earlier or later* That 
particular moment is determined by the assemblage of factors 
which we designated as the cause of the event. The moment 
when Such an assemblage should take place is in its turn deter¬ 
mined by a prior event which has to be taken as the cause of 
the earlier event accepted as the castic of the original event. 
In this way we cannot think of an rpmi without a prior* Thus a 
“first cause“ is impossible. Every cause is an effect in its turn 
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41 + We cannot say that an event took place without a 
prior by its own nature. If it is its nature to come into exis¬ 
tence, it could have come imo existence eartier s and thereby 
at all limes, and it could also have come into existence at a later 
time. If its nature h such that it comes into existence only 
at that time, what is it ihal determines this specific lime ? There 
is nothing that is absolutely a time iti its particularity. A time 
in its particularity is determined by an event. We eannnt say 
that the time h determined by an event and that the event is 
determined by the lime. There must lie something outside 
of the time and the event to determine the appearance of the 
event at that time. Reason demands that the chain of cause 
and effect is without a loginning. We arc within this chain, 
and we cannot think of anything as outside of this ch ain . A 
beginning is only for any specific part or this chain, and not for 
the whole chain itself. If an event can lake place from within, 
that pou r er is what we call “ A Lifc* f or Intelligence. The posi¬ 
tion taken up in Indian thought is just where the position and 
direction taken up in modern science will lead us to, if 
rationally followed! up. 



chapter XVIII 


EMBODIMENT OF MAN 

1. Man experience* himself as a body with a knowing 
and with a funcrion. The knowing and the functioning are 
from within the body itself* and man does not depend on any 
external agency to set the two faculties in operation. A clock 
or an apparatus in a Meteriological Stall on can function 
and record only if they are set to the particular operation by 
man. Man may understand the world ; still man remain? 
the greatest mystery to himself. There are various theories 
regarding the nature of man, what man is in reality. Cod 
created man in Hb form and endowed the body with a soul, 
and that is man. Man is only a scries of fleeting consciousness. 
After a long lapse of material evolution with no “Lifer T element 
In it, there arose a special condition under which a new pheno¬ 
menon appeared in this course of evolution * in the form of 
"Life” : organic IkxUcs arose along with the material evolution, 
and this organic evolution resulted in man. Such ore the various 
theories about man in ancient thought and in modem science, 

2 . The constitution of man as of a two-fold nature, as 

a combination of a body with something that is the essence of 
"Life”, has been accepted by nearly all systems of thought. 
Even w here such a combination of two co-ordinate constituents 
is not accepted + as in Buddhism, a bifurcation of the constitution 
in this way is accepted within experience. May be that as a 
mailer of reality, there is only the knowing process and no t*ody T 
or there is neither a knowing process nor a body. Such is the 
position taken up in the (Theory of Fleeting Con- 

ciousness) and in the Stinpn-vtfda (Theory of void) respectively 
within Buddhism. In all ancient systems of thought, there is 
a preference attached to the knowing aspect in relation to the 
body. The knowing clement may be termed the Soul* Body 
is a restriction on the Souh is an obstacle In the journey to the 
final goal. Ultimate happiness Is possible only when the soul 
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is finally detached from the body. Such a theory ii also more 
or less common to alt systems of thought in the ancient world. 
God is tire Spirit, the knowing factor in an individual, without 
any surrender to the body* The Soul is the real and the perma¬ 
nent dement in the constitution of man* and the association with 
the body lias the element of some “Evil” attached to it. The 
“Evil” can be overcome and the Soul is released from the body 
and attains to supreme bliss. 

3. In modern science* the order is reversed. Matter, 
the body, is the really permanent element in man, and its “Life” 
constituent LS an accident. What its called "Living matter” is 
only Matter in a specific condition ; there is no element of a 
real nature called "Lite ,p in man. Ie Lilc aa is only a state in matter. 
Matter attained this state under a certain condition that developed 
during the evolution of Matter, and this condition does not recur 
mid mav not recur too. The effect ol' the condition continues 
35 the presence of this state called the '"Life” in Matter, and 
the effect may not be of a permanent nature, 

4. The Indian thought took a third line in approaching 
lie problem of mam It is too obvious a matter of experience 
ihai the body is not permanent and that at a certain stage the 
body terminates. This is a phenomenon found in the case of all 
forms of living matter, whether it Is a plant nr an animal or man. 
Bui the question is whether this is an end of everything that 
constituted the individual. The body of the individual had ac¬ 
quired a new condition and it is taken back to its old condition. 
How is it? Unless there is something outside (he body which 
became associated with the body and which left the body later, 
such a change in the condition of she body cannot be rationally 
explained* 

5. A ball of ifim is cold in its natural condition ; when it 
i*associated with lire, it gets heated and when the fire is removed, 
it is restored lu its natural condition of being cold. Similarly, 
a copper wire gets electrified under certain conditions. There 
is some positive factor called “Electricity" which brought 
about the changed condition in the wire* When a ray of light 
fall*. on some iurface* there is some change in the surlaee and 1 


PunrthrmrwT op man 


3*3 

that change is brought a!tout by some external factor called the 
light. When the nucleus in an Atom is broken up, [here Is some 
energy that is released and that energy is different from the 
nucleus of the Atoms. In all such cases, there is some external 
agency assumed, to explain the change in the condition. In 
the same way, when Matter becomes “Living” and when it 
returns to its “Dead” matter state, there is some external factor 
that had brought about this change in the Matter. 

6 . All our experience is that no change takes place in 
matter, unless there is some “Life” behind it, either directly or 
through some medium. If we are to make any inference about 
facts outside our experience, from facts within the sphere of 
experience, the conclusion is irrcsistable that behind the entire 
phenomena in the world, there must be some “Lire” functioning. 
The phenomenon may come into existence and it may disappear ; 
but the power behind such phenomena, the “Life Power”, 
remains constant. When a tree falls down and is dried up and 
even burnt to ashes, when an animal dies and its body is allowed 
to petrify, there must have been some “Life” that remains cons, 
tant ibrought the changes. In the same way, when a man 
“Dies' and when his Ixxly is disposed of according to custom, 
cither buried or burnt up or exposed for birds to cat up, there is 
some “Life that is ever there. The only change is that its 
association with that body is terminated ; but the “Life” itself 
continues. 

7 - Modem science does not know what this “Energy” is 
in its real nature. They are able to calculate the behaviour 
of an object when energy operates n n it. The Scientists do not 
knou where it comes from, where it goes and how it remains 
in the thing. It is the same case with thinkers about the nature 
of “Life”. They know how a Ijody brhaves when “Life" is in it ; 
they do not know where it came from, where it goes and how it 
remains in the body. Bui they reel that there is this “Life” as a 
reality. What is called “Energy " is not a behaviour ; it is a 
positive thing. That is recognised in modem science. But 
when it comes to "Life”, the scientists do not recognise an exis¬ 
tence to it separately from the object in which there is a change 
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in behaviour as “Living”, From its- state m “Mot-living *. 
What is done in ancient Indian thought is that there is effected 
a unity between “Life” Farce and energy force. Both i4 Litc 
and energy are there j they operate on matter, and matter 
behaves in peculiar ways under the influence of “Lile" and also 
of energy. Energy is not a thing like the Mount Everest, and 
when there is mention of “Energy level", it is different from what 
is meant by the height of the Mount Everest, It is the same with 
"Life” also ; “Life” is not a thing like our food. If is a reality 
all the same. 

Modem science has various theories regarding the ori¬ 
gination of die phenomenal world From an Absolute; Darwin had 
his own theory ■ Einstein has his own theory and other physicists 
have Formulated their own theories. But there is one postula¬ 
tion that is common : energy was developed later in matter winch 
produced the early stages of Evolution, and “Life" appeared 
still later. Modem scientists do not worry about the metaphysical 
question whether what did not have an existence can ever be 
developed at all, whether what is called a development is a new 
“appearance 71 of what was there or a ' new existence" itself 
whether what was not can ever come into existence at alL But 
the Indian mind was From the beginning saturated with she idea 
of an absolute positive nature for the universe ; there Ls nothing 
that can be i newly brought Into existence and all that is possible 
is to make a thing appear in a new aspect. Is U on this meta¬ 
physical foundation of Indian thought that the Theory of “Life" 
is built. Life may be a new' appearance ; It cannot be a new 
existence. The same is the case with energy' also ; energy- is 
there and energy takes up a new appearance under different 
conditions. Thus Matter, Life and Energy arc constant and 
eternal factor* in the world ; they are there in the Absolute state 
and thev function in the phenomenal. In the phenomenal 
world there is nothing that was not in the Absolute state. The 
Absolute is a composite of the three factors, namely. Life, Energy 
and Matter, which arc termed respectively Sat tea, ftojas and 
Tamas. 

g B There Is one more fundamental factor in 1 ndian thought; 
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it is the unity of the a!*ove three-fold. Absolute in a further abstrac¬ 
tion into a “Super-Lire” + That b the view taken up in the 
Vid&nla system of thought* Life, Energy and Matter them¬ 
selves emanate from this ^Super-Life”. In the Sdnkhya system, 
there is no such abstraction into a Super-Unity ; there i* only 
a postulation of “PureLife” distinct from ihe three-fold Absolute 
of the p he minimal world, which '"Power it is that lies behind 
the appearance of ihe phenomena. Otherwise there would 
have been only an alisoluie state for the world, with no conver¬ 
sion into a phenomena. It is our experience that every move¬ 
ment and change must be traced back to some “Life” energy p 
so far as our phenomenal world is concerned, There is postulated 
a dualism of the Absolute of the phenomenal world ( in a three¬ 
fold unity of Life, Energy and Matter) and also of a 44 Pure Life”. 
These postulations are only the consequences orsome intellectual 
abstractions ; there is no doctrine of an Absolute without its 
phenomenat nature* The phenomena 3 s always iherCi 1 he 
Absolute Is only an abstraction by man's intellect which is only 
an aspect of the phenomena. 

id. Science once held the view that matter existed in the 
form of Atoms and that the various objects in the world are as¬ 
pects of such primary Atoms in various ratios oi admixture. 
Now, the view is that what are called Atoms arc themselves 
components of more subtle forms of matter, and the variety in 
the Atoms are due to the variety in die combination of such sub¬ 
tler aspects. In Indian thought, the variety in the material 
pile nomen a Ss traced back to a variety in the proportion relative 
to die three aspects of the Absolute in their combi nation, the 
whole phenomena! world is a manifestation of that Absolute, of 
the three-fold uniform in various proportions of combination. 

ii* The possibilities of such combinations are infinite- 
But among such infinite possibilities, only some are within the 
sphere of man's cognition. As a matter of fact, it is an infinite 
series as a continuum without a break. The Radio Wave-lengths 
move in the form , of an unbroken series, yet broad-casting is 
done only in certain specified wave-lengths. Light within the 
range of man s eye$ move in an unbroken series of changing 
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wavelengths. Bm man h abfo to distinguish such a gradual 
and continuous change only within specific ranges. There 
may be instruments that can record the changes within narrower 
ranges. Yet even the apparatus has its own limitations. What 
is a continuum is recorded as a series of separate links, even by 
an apparatus. Otherwise, the notion or wave-lengths has no 
reality behind it. 

13 - The Absolute contains in itself the entire possibility 
of all such variations. The phenomenal world is only a mani¬ 
festation of what was there in an uncnaiufbst form, h is not a 
coming into existence of what was not. Man and his body, the 
animah and birds, the trees and plants, the hills and the rocks 
and rivers and oceans, the Earth, the Solar system, the ^lelbr 
system and the entire world was there* is there and will be there. 
Evolution hi the way in which it is now enunciated is contrary 
to the theories of Indian philosophy. It Is one thing to say that 
there was a lime when man was not t when even Life was not ; 
it Is another tiling to say that this man or that form of life was not 
manifest at a certain stage. The latter is what is accepted in 
Indian philosophy ; the former Is not accepted. 

13. -Man is a manifestation ; Lite manifestation in the 
phenomenal world, of the Absolute with its three-fold cnnstkucnis 
takes three forms primarily, corresponding to the prevalence 
of one or the other of the three constituents of the Absolute. 
Thus, there h one line of evolution from the Absolute in which 
the Matter aspect prevails, another in which the Energy aspect 
prevails and a third in which the **Life J * aspect prevails. There 
is nothing in which there Is only one of the three constituents, 
and there is nothing in which one or other of the three is not 
found. There is nothing cither in which two or three of them are 
in equipoise. 

14+ Man is const]Luted of such a manifestation of the 
Absolute. If this Absolute is contrasted as Matter with the 
Spirit Absolute* what is called the /Vu/fi (the Person)* then 
Man is just a manifestation of Matter. But if the Absolute is 
thought of as constituted of Matter, Energy and lc Iife ,f ( then 
man is a complex of all the three; we cannot disentangle the 
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Matter aspect from the €< Lifc” aspect in the constitution of man. 
The Spirit Absolute is just there behind and outside of the cons¬ 
titution of man* and has no part in the make up of man* hi the 
embodi ment of rna n. To speak nf the e £ Embed ime n t ” of m an is 
not a vctv accurate way or presenting die lactj man u an cmiiod^ 
ment, and there is upefflbodLrntnt^ man distinct from himself- 
Man is the embodiment. The Absolute Spirit has no place in 
the constitution of man. The Spirit is outside of man* and is 
behind everything in the phenomena! world* and as such* is also 
bihind man and not iff man. 

[ 5. This conviction that everything in the world moves and 
changes and progress on ,recount of the <L Life' dement in the 
constitution of the phenomenal world, is very deep-rooted in the 
Indian mind. The consequence is that when there h a distur¬ 
bance in the equipoise among the three elements in the Absolute 5 
it is that aspect with a predominate of the “Life* element 
that has the supreme position in the changes and movements 
and progressions in the resulting world of phenomena. I his 
aspect is called Buddhi Intellect . It determines that this is su, 
this shall be so, and so on. Such an aspect has no meaning unless 
there is the Subject* the 4 Tb The Intellect along with Lhe "I 
controls the entire progression in the world of phenomena. It is 
this Subject aspect* the *T f aspect associated with the Intellect 
that takes different channels of evolution* is so, it shall 

be so/ 1 This is w r hat is called the "law of Nature . A Law of 
Nature can have no other nature. There is no difference between 
ihc Bttddhi with the “I" and thi* “Law of Nature". 

16. What is called the Bttddhi or Intellect is not an unalter* 
able fixture, in relation to the other two aspects of Energy 
' and Matter ; it is only a certain ratio within certain ranges 
between the w Lofc^ aspect and the other two aspects that charac¬ 
terises the Buddhi- The proportion is mainly between the "Life 
aspect and the Matter aspect; the Energy aspect operates only 
in altering such ratios in the combination. And yet there is a 
difference in the ratio of Energy also* in relation to the other two 
aspects* It is this diffei-enee in the latter ratio that produces 
the differences in the mutual ratio of the other. 1 he Buddhi itself 
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can have an immense predominance of the "Life” aspect or there 
may be a higher ratio of the Matter in it, 

17, When there is a Subject, the -T p nature, there must 
be an Object too. The difference between the Buddhi (Intellect; 
which is associated with the “I” aspect, and the Objective aspect 
is that even within the ranges of different ratios between Matter 
and “Life’ 1 , there is always a dominance of the " Life'" aspect in the 
Buddhi while there 3 s always a dominance of the Matter aspect 
in the Object. Both are combinations or Matter and "Life’ 1 
with their ratios determined by the Energy aspect. Within 
the ranges that constitute the Object, there is a difference between 
those combinations where the “Life” aspect has a higher pro¬ 
portion and those combinations where the Matter has a higher 
proport ion r The Subj.ec t and the Qhj ret arc brought i ntu s s i utua 3 
relation through some intermediaries that are called the "Sense 
Organs” ilndriyas) and there arc eleven of them ; in all of them 
there is a dominant element of the "Life” aspect. There is the 
external *\I at ter which may take up two aspects "what is in it¬ 
self” and what h brought within the range of the Subject as 
Object. The former is called the Tanmdira 1 The thing in itself) 
and the latter is called the Bhnlas r the Elements. The eighteen 
constituents made up of Buddhi and /jAa/iAura (The Intellect 
and the "I") and the eleven sense organs and the five “things 
in themselves” (Ittdriyas and Tanmairaa) form a complex, held 
together as a unit. This is the Lihga Sartra or the S&kpm sarira 
(the Subtle Body) ; it is in reality this Subtle Body that is usually 
termed the Self or the Soul which Livtaand functions and dies. 

18. Of the eleven sense organs, there is one that is common 
to all subjective functions* and that 3 s called the Mind (Manas) t 
and this along with the Intellect and the “I” forms what is also 
called the Aniflftkaraw or Inner Sense Organ* The other ten 
form two groups qf five each, one group having the sensory func¬ 
tion and the other group having the "Motor function 11 . They 
are termed the Jwntndrijai (Sensory Instruments} and ICarmm- 
driycu (Motor Instruments). 

tq . These eleven sense organs and the five “things in 
themselves” [Tannmtras) and the Eve Elements are accepted in 
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2 - SparJa (Touch) 
3 , Rapa [ Colour! 
^ Rasa (Taste) 

5. Gandhi z (Smell) 


Element 
Akdia (Eth.cn 
Vdjm (Air) 
Ttja* { Fire} 

Jda (Water) 
Prlhim (Earth} 


all systems of thought in India. So Tar as the "things in them¬ 
selves’’ {TaxmSrtns) arc concerned there is a slight difference in 
the view taken up in defferent systems of thought, regarding 
their nature and their relation to the five Elements. There 
is no difference in their essential nature among the 1 erent 
schools of thought. There is a consequent difference m view 
regarding their relation to the five sense organs of knowing. 
The Following arc the groups : 

Tiling in itself Sense organ 

i, fabda (Sound) ^roird(Ear) 

Tifac( Skin) 

Crftfuj(Eye) 

Jihed( Tongue) 

___ ^_ ; .\~dsikd (Nose) 

20. Such a parallelism and equation ate accepted in 
all the systems or thought in India. The great difference 
is in the matter of the nature of the objects in the first column 
and their relation to the objects in the second and third columns, 
Ak&ia or Ether is produced from Sabda or Sound, I dyu or Air 
from sparsa or touch, Tcyts or Fire from Ripa or Colour, Jetla 
or Water from Rasa or taste, and Pftkwi or Earth from Gandha or 
Smell. The entities in the hist column, in the above table 
arc produced from the entities in the first column, in the same 
order. The entities in the second column form the sense-organs 
for the congnition of the entities in the third column, along w ith 
the entities in the first column. The Matter given in the first 
column and the Matter in the last column are the same ; the 
only difference is that what are given in the first column are 
unspecific while what arc given in the last column arc their spe¬ 
cific aspects. The specific nature of each becomes manifest 
as distinct from the specific nature of another, only when it is 
within the sphere of the sense organ. Each is distinct from the 
other in its real nature and is so cognised when it comes within 
the sphere of their respective sense-organs. Such is the Sankhjm 
view of the nature of the Elements, both Subtle and Gross, what 
arc given in the first and in the last column. 

st. In the Vtdma there is a further process. No Element 
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1 tn ^ P urc form. Each of the five elements consists of 
half of itself and a fourth of a hah of each nf the othef Tour df- 
mcnL*L Fhis is what is termed PaftcikordMa or Qiunt u pi Scat ion 
or Five-folding* Everything in the world is a combination of 
the five Elements, while each is called by a separate name and 
each h cognised as distinct I min the other on account of the pre¬ 
dominance of one or the oilier of the five Elements in ii T 

22 ■ In the «Yydjta System, what arc given in the first column 
above are Gtinas or Qualities abiding in the five kind* of Matter 
given in the Last column* A Gam according to the StfrUchy t and 
tlic l i fiwtte is an aspect uf Matter in its threefold nature, while 
in the .\jvya System, a Gum i is a quality abiding in the Matter. 
Every Gttfia is produced in the substance and is desi roved. Stibiln 
or Si Hind is produced in the Ak&ia or Ether and is momentary 
in character- Sparfa or Pouch in its aspect of being neither hot 
nor cold exists in the Vajw or Air. Rapa or colour in its aspect 
ol being hr i 11 iant white lihdsvla] exists hi TV/tfj or Fire * 
it has also hot touch- l dju or Air has no colour* jlnsti or 
Taste exists m Jala or Water \ it Inis also dull-white colour anti 
cold touch. Gandhi or Smell exists in Prthttrl or Earth. Earth 
has also all kinds of touch ( hot, or cold, or neither hot nor cold) , 
all kinds of colour, and all kind* of taste. 

®3" ^ ouch, colour^ taste and smell are eternal in eternal 

substances and produced and non-eternal in produced substances. 
Such production of the qualities in the non-eternal Forms of the 
subs Lance* are the results of a special kind of contact with Tgas 
or Fire, which contact Is known by ihe technical term Pdka 
(really “Baking”). I hc Atoms of the Four kinds of substances 
are ctcrna I, a nd tl icir com b i ua I ions w h ich cons titu te the phem: j- 
mcnal world, are produced and non-eternal. AkMa or Ether is 
eternal and its quality called Atihdti of Sound is momentary 
Such a relation of the four Curias or Qualities with the four 
substances is accepted in the Mtmdmsd \ here, Sabdn or Sound 
Is not accepted as a Gu*ui or quality, being a substance in itself, 
eternal in nature. A phenomenon called Pdka (Baking), the 
special contact of the substances with Fire, is also not accepted 
in thi^. system. 
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24.. Alter the Evolution uf the Bnddhi 'Intellect} and the 
Akaiikara 'The “I”), there arose (he two-told evolution of the 
Eleven Organs, namely, the Mind, (he Five Functionary Organs 
{Karmendtiyas) and the Five Sense Organs in one line with a 
predominance of “Life’* clement in it, and the five Tanmatras 
; Things in themselves) with a predominance ot the Matter 
element in it. These eighteen constitute a “Complex” which 
is called the Lingo Sarira or Subtle Body. This Subtle Body 
has «<> Material existence in the sense in which the tangible 
objects exist. There is no spacial extension or size, there is no 
mass, there is no form, there is no structure. It is this Subtle 
Body that forms a gross body around it, continues with that 
body, discards the body, and takes up such a new gross body 
again. This Subtle Body with its gross body is what b called 
the Man, the Personality. 

25. Sucli a phenomenon of the appearance and the dis¬ 
appearance of gross bodies is what is called Transmigration, 
Metempsychosis, The appearance of a body must be attributed 
to the presence of a special occasion lor its generation, rather 
manifestation, at that particular time. 11 it were a matter ni 
an indiscriminate appearance of bodies without any condition 
specifying the time ofits appearance, why should the body appear 
at all, why did not all the bodies appear at the same time and 
finish the world process ? The occasion Tor the appearance of 
a new body must be the disappearance or another l>ody, and 
that carl ierbody and the new body must have been re bled to each 
other through some common bond ; the Subtle Body is that com¬ 
mon bund. Are new Subtle Bodies appearing? Are Subtle 
Bodies disappearing permanently ? The reply is a definite 
“No". If a new Subtle Body can be generated now, that leads 
us to the assumption of a beginning for all sucli Subtle Bodies 
that are functioning. It is just like the waves in the ocean ; 
they rise and fail, and they are ever there. Similar!)', the Subtle 
Bodies are all there, and they had no beginning. The Assumption 
and Abandonment of the Gross Bodies had been going on always, 
as it is now going on, and will ever go on. Just as the Spirit 
Absolute (the Purufa) is not a thing, in the same way as the Taj 
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Mahai is a things the Subtle Body too is not a iking, and its transit 
from body to body should not be compared to the movement of 
a monkey hopping from one tree to another. The Subtle Body 
has no more material reality than my ideas or my happiness and 
suffering have. They are a state of Matter and not Matter 
itself in the sense in which a mountain is a Matter. 

36. When the Subtle Body takes up a gross body and when 
the gross body functions for some time and drops out, it was not a 
beginning, it is not an end ; such functions of the gross body 
leaves behind some impressions on the Subtle Body, and such 
impressions determine the nature of the new gross body which 
the Subtle Body will develop. In the Nj3y& System, there is no 
Stick Subtle Body accepted. There is ihcAtnwn, the Self*which 
is associated with some inscrutable factor ; arid it is on account 
of the association of such an inscrutable factor that there arises 
some movement in the V Itimatc Atoms of matter; this movement 
results in combinations and recombinations of parts to form higher 
wholes, and there arises the body of man. The sense organ known 
as Mind Manas) is or the nature of an Atom. The products of 
the Atoms lyccomc cither an Organic Body [Sarmi) or an object 
In the world. There are also the sense organs that too are of 
the nature oT Matter* Man’s body contains organic matter 
{ Sartfd) and the sense organs (Indriyus)^ and there is the external 
world as object. The position taken up in the system is exactly 
what is given m the S&nkhja System, regarding the origin of man ; 
there is no absolute origin. What is to be termed the origin of 
man Is only an intellectual abstraction and not the statement 
of a view about a fact. There is the inscrutable factor* in the 
Self 

27+ The functions of the Self m the gross body produce 
some subtle impressions in the Self itself* and such subtle impress 
sions determine the nature of the next body. The entire body is 
decomposed after death and after the departure ofthe Sdr from 
the body. New Atoms combine to produce a new body for the 
Self. The Self unlike what it is in the Sdhkhya System, is a 
knower, doer and experiencer in the world, in association with 
the gross body- In itself, the Self is j'tist an Exisfmw without 
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any such fund ions and qualities. The equations and co-ordina¬ 
tions of the three sets given in the Table regarding the Elements 
and the Sense-organs and the Qualities are the same both m this 
system and in the S&Akfyf System, except for some slight differen¬ 
ces noted above. But in the SSAkhya System the Five Elements 
are evolutes, while in the System, they are all eternal. 

The Five Elements exist as Ultimate Atoms in the case oi lour 
and as an eternal all-pervasive substance in the case of AkSia or 
Ether. The qualities in the parts produce the qualities in the 
whole. In the Atoms, they are eternal. 

*8. What are these Five Elements ? They arc now equated 
with the Tour kinds of matter that arc experienced and the Ether. 
The four kinds are the solid Earth, the liquid Water, the radiant. 
Fire and the gaseous Air. Things assume such forms on account 
of the prese nec of such matter in a predominant way. 11 Liquids 
solidifv or are converted into gas and if solids melt, there is the 
presence of the kind of Element that produces such states. 
They speak of innate qualities and infused qualities. Ihus 
fluidity in Water is innate and is inlused in the Earth, like a 
piece of wax when melted. But this is taking too concrete and 
materialistic a view of the facts lying beneath the doctrine of 
the Five Elements. 

29. The point has to be traced back to some very early 
stages in the development of Indian thought to get at the real 
significations of the terms. The Term Prthim (Earth) is found 
in the flgtwfc. It is the lowest of the three regions into which 
the world is divided, according to the ftgixda Cosmology. 
There is the Antoriksa (intermediary) portion above the Earth, 
which is the Atmosphere, and higher up is the Dj,w or the celes¬ 
tial region. Waters are associated with iheAtmosphericr egion 
and light with the celestial region. The first three of the Five 
Elements cannot be dissociated from this division of the world, 
found in the ftgtxda. There is reference to V&ju or V 9 ta Air) as 
a god. But there is nothing to show that this is above the three 
worlds already mentioned. Yet there are references to indicate 
the nature of this god, relating to the Five Elements. Y&yu is born 
from the breath of the Supreme Person, in the course of the mani- 
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tblcjing of the world, l ain is associated with power, with swift 
movemenL Then there is the unknown region, that can be seen 
only by the wise ; this is the Supreme Position of die God Tt^n. 
There is also mention of the secret Names {Jtifimm) in such 
unknown depths. This is a clear indication of the association 
of Sabda (SoundJ with this aspect of the world. 

30. After all, the ftgvtda is only poetry and not a text¬ 
book on philosophy. The Rgixda has only a philosophical 
background and that philosophical background has to he 
known from the descriptions found hi the real philosophical 
works relating to the Vedas. The Upamsads arc ihe records of 
the philosophical speculations of ihe times. We must see if the 
philosophy described in [he Upanhads Tits in well as a bac kb ground 
for the poetry- of the Rg?eda r 

31. There arc various places where in the Upnnimth we 

see mention j'f aspects of reality arranged in a series according 
to their gradation in point of fineness and approach to the 
Absolute. Gargya gives the following gradations, in the Bfkadd* 
Ttwynkupamsad : Sun, Moon, Lightning, Ether ( Atom) , Air, 
Fire, Water. Mirror Adaria) , Sounds Shadow-, Self There ts 
another series given by Yajflavalkya : Earth, Water. Fire, Air, 
Sun, Quarters (Z?iTi, Moon, Lightning, Cloud, Space 1 Ak&fa) M 
Law [ Dktma)j Truth* Mankind, Self. ,Yajftavalkya has another 
series, in the same Ifpanisnd : Earth, Water, Sky (Aitl&riha) t 
Air, Heaven 1 Dymis ), Sun, Quarters (Zh'ji, Moon and Stars, 
Ether Akd£a) M Darkness, Light. Tins is followed by a scries 
consisting of the sense organs and other factors in man. They 
are : Breath, Speech* Eyc T Ear, Mind, Skin, Understanding 
(Vij Mna) , Semen {Rtlasj. In the Chan dogjvptm San at- 

kumara gives a list during the instruction hr gave to Yamda, 
vi r hich is: Name, Speech* Mind, Will ( Soitkalpa) , Thought 
f Citla) f Contemplation ( Dhjdna ), Understanding ( ¥#Mm) 
Strength, Fond* Water, Heat, Ether, Memory, Hope, Life, Truth. 
They are given in the order of ascent* from lesser to greater* 
The Bhagavad Gild gives a list of the Earth, Water, Fire, Air* Ether, 
Mind, Intellect, B T\ Elsewhere it is said that Intellect [Buddfu) 
is higher than Mind and u He 3 * Is higher than Intellect* 
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32. Alt such gradation^ indicate that in this scries we have 
something more than the gross forms known as the solid Earth, 
Liquid Water* radiant Fire and gaseous Air, and the yet finer 
Ether. The scries gives the finer and finer forms of reality 
starting from the tangible world. The most that can be said is 
1 hat there arc gradations in the nature of the reality and that 
such gradations below a certain level cannot come within the 
sphere of man's awareness and that they can be known only 
through their reactions on the tangible matter. We do not know 
what is light, while we know some change in the behaviour of 
ait object when light falls on it* Perhaps what is really meant 
is [his that taste and light and touch and sound are our reactions 
to certain sub-physical aspects of reality as they are responded 
to by aspects of the physical matter, 

33, Man's nose can detect the presence of gross, solid* dry 
matter through its smell t like 11 piece of sandal wood. The 
tongue can detect the presense of matter only when it is moistened 
with water* The eye detects matter exposed to light. Touch 
detects matter without any concrete presence of the matter, 
even the intangible air. There is a permanence, though re¬ 
lative* in such sensations, while in the case of the sound, there 
is just a momentary sensation. The five forms of matter, their 
five kinds of qualities and the five sense organs relating to them 
have been brought into some sort of para lied ism and equation 
on the basis of such a gradation coming within our direct expe¬ 
rience. But the real nature of the objects with t n these gradations 
consists in their relative Fineness, approaching tn the Absolute, 
We use certain specific terms in modern science to denote such 
aspects of reality, corresponding to the means by which we detect 
them, namely* the apparatus in a la!x>ratory. In ancient limes* 
they had only their sense organs and their trained mind for detect¬ 
ing the presence of such finer aspects of reality and they gave ihcir 
own names to denote them. 

34, The sub-physical forms of realities do not produce any 
impression on man directly. They can impress their presence 
on man 1 ** faculties of knowing only through the medium of the 
physical matter in which man has his awareness* That b why 
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in the Vedantt i it b asserted that none of the sub-physical forms 
of realities exists in the pure form, that they are all admixtures 
of the various strata. Unless the grossest form of Prlfiivi [Earth) 
is admixed with ihe finest ibrm of Akdia * Ether) t Ether cannot 
impress itself on the man in the Earth stratum. Man experiences 
the Earth stratum directly* as man's awareness is full in it. But 
man can have some experience of the other strata only as they 
reflect themselves on the Earth stratam. and Such a reflection is 
possible because of the presence of the Earth Element in the other 
si rata also. Matter, “Life” and Energy are co-ordinates in an 
Absolute Universe. What we experience as Energy are only 
forms of sub-phydcal matter. There is also a Universal Energy 
which is the cause of the changes in the Matter and also of the 
co-ordination of Matter and 

35< There arc various other ways in which the different 
strata of the phenomenal world has been divided and differentiated 
in the various systems of thought, besides the recognised “Sys¬ 
tems" of Philosophy. In the Rgyeda only the three divisions 
of the Earth r the Atmosphere and the Celestial regions are fount! 
prominently and specifically mentioned. In the Upanisais 
there is mention of three factors as Bhu f Bhurar and Srar. The 
first and the last terms are found in the flgwtfa meaning the Earth 
and the Celestial region. The second may be a substitute for 
the Atmosphere., Then there is mention of seven gradations or 
strata as H Bfm i ar 7 Soar, Makar* Jana, Tafias f Satja. Satja in the 
later mythology and religion became the highest region in the 
universe, and there is no doubt that the others arc also names 
nf the different strata of the universe in the ascending order of 
fineness. 

36. The Upaidjtids speak of the five AWtij or Sheaths of the 
body as Jnnamaya ( constituted of Food) p Pr&mmqya [constituted 
of the Vital Airs), Almomaya f Constituted of the Mind] , VijMna- 
m&ya (constituted of Understanding) and Anmdam&ya (constituted 
of Bliss). There are the five divisions of the Vital Aire In 
man, 'namely* Praha (breath), Aprna (Excrct ionary], lyd/ia 
(Spreading in the whole body,), Sant&us (in the Naval) and 
Ud$M (in the Throat) * They all represent some physiological 
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Junctions, The medical science speaks of three kinds of physio¬ 
logical disorders possible in ihc body. They are Vdla, Pitta and 
Kapha ; the terms mean Atr, Bile, and Phlegm. But they really 
represent the three constituents or Air ( Vita ), Tire (Pitta) and 
Water {Kapha). They relate to the respiration, digestion and 
sensation aspects of the human activity. Respiration includes 
btnnd circulation and the activities of all motor nerves. This Isa 
three-fold classification of the physiological functions in the body. 

37, Man in his body is not an accident ; there was no 
origination and there will be no end. It is a manifestation 
and vanishing of the eternal constituents of the universe in various 
romis and bearing different names. There is no creation, there 
is no destruction either. Evolution of the subtle matter into 
gross forms and devolution into the original form is an eternal 
process. We can speak of evolution from and devolution into, 
the subtle forms of reality only in a relative way. Wc can as 
well speak of devolution into and evolution from, the gross aspect 
of the reality. In the process of Lite devolution of the gross body 
into the subtle form, there is a limit beyond which the process 
cannot go. That stage represents the eternal factor which persists 
through all the changes into the gross form and back from that 
gross form. From the point of view of that persisting aspect, 
there is an individuality that endures through all the changes, 
and the gross bodies representing the personalities of man must 
be strung together into a unit. The world process is an aggregate 
of all such strings of manifestations. Each such string is an in¬ 
dividuality manifesting itself through a large number of personali¬ 
ties, There was no time when the individuality was without 
a manifestion through a personality represented by a gross 
body. Religion teaches that Lhcre is an end to this process when 
the individuality will remain just an abstract individuality 
without any possibility of further manifestation through a 
personality relating to a gross body. 



chapter xix 

TRANSMIGRATION AND KARMA 


1. The doctrines of the transmigration of the Soul and 
of Karina may, in some sense, be accepted as something unique, 
something that characterises the thought of India and distin- 

[ guishes it from die thoughts of other nations both ancient and 
modern. These doctrines can be traced back to the earliest 
times in the history of Indian thought, though specific mention 
of it in so many words may not be found in the earliest rem¬ 
nants of the literary records of ancient India, But there are 
sufficient reasons to show that, ah hough an actual statement 
of the theory in language form is a little later in the history of 
Indian thought, the theory existed even In the earliest period 
in the history of Indian thought. Many scholars have also 
been able to trace the doctrine to passages In the earliest texts 
known to us in Indian literature, namely, the Rgutia. 

2. It is true that there are scholars who believe that the 
doctrine of the transmigration of the Soul was not an early 
doctrine in the growth of Indian thought and that It is a doc¬ 
trine which the Indians developed, having received the germs 
of the doctrine from the aboriginal, primitive people whom 
they conquered before and during their settlement in tlu 
country as conquerors and owners of the country. It is also 
true that the doctrine is not the monopoly of India, that some 
traces of such a thought can be seen in the records of other 
nations like the Greeks and that even the Bible is not incon¬ 
sistent with such a belief. But it is in India that the though* 
was developed in a rational and systematic way. It Is to this 
extent that the doctrine is unique in Indian thought. 

g, Stated in its simplest Ibrm, the doctrine of re-incar¬ 
nation is a belief in a man in a body being only a link in a 
series of embodied personalities prior and posterior to the parti¬ 
cular embodied man we think of. There is some permanent 
clement in an embodied person joined to an impermanent 


TRAKSU1C RATION AND KARMA 


339 

element called the body. The permanent element is the soul. 
Before the soul assumed a particular body, that soul had been 
in some earlier body, rather in a series of earlier bodies. The 
body falls down and the soul assumes a new body. This is the 
case with all men. When the body drops down, the soul will 
get into a new body and this process of a body being assumed 
and falling down and a new body being assumed after the fall- 
mg down of each such body, continues for ever and had been 
going on for ever in earlier times. 

4. Closely associated with this doctrine is the doctrine 
That a mail assumes a particular body with particular trails and 
aptitudes in consequence of his actions in a prior embodied 
state. Karma Is the term usually applied to this experience 
in a specific state and its causal relation with a prior act on the 
part of the man. Karma means “Action 11 ; it may be stated as 
the doctrine oi the relation of an experience as fruit to Its cause 
in the form of an earlier action. Thus man’s life is a chain of 
infinite embodiments, each embodiment being a lint in this 
chain, and each such link being made up of a large number 
or minor links in the form of actions and results. The division 
of the chain of human existence into Jinks in the form of bodies 
Is arbitrary; it is really a chain of actions and their results 
grouped into a large number or emodimenis. The action in 
one body can produce a result in a later body. 

5. In systems of religion and philosophy that originated 
and developed outside India, a man in a particular body is a 
complete unit. A soul is created by a Great Power and is as- 
sociated with a body; that body continues for some time and 
drops down while the soul can continue in another location 
and in another condition. The Wrath nr the Grace of the AI. 
mighty determines the state anti the location nf the soul after 
death, when the body drops down. Man’s action during 
embodiment determines the attitude of the Almighty, If he 
disobeys God’s Law, there is the Wrath of the Almighty. If 
lie is obedient to the Law, iheTe Is the Grace of God. Under 
such a system, the man himself has no choice in the matter of 
cither appearing in this world or shaping his experiences in 
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tins world. A man makes his appearance in the world when 
it is the will of the Almighty that such and such a man should 
be created and he has such experience which it is the will of the 
same Almighty that he should experience. The termination ot 
his halt in the world is also determined by that Almighty. 
Man is absolutely a subordinate factor in the Universe. 

6. This is the great difference between the systems of 
thought that originated in India and the systems ot thought 
that originated outside India. In India, there is no Creator, 
no Overlord for the world. The world is self-contained. If 
iherc is a God, that God is a part of the scheme of the world. 
In India, man is supreme in the world, and the world is inde- 
pendeni of God for its existence. If there arc references to 
'‘that whence these existences originated etc.”, in such passages, 
the term “These" refers only to a part of the world, the real 
world being the Supreme and these existences. It is not also 
meant in such passages that ‘These Existences” came out of 
a "Nil”. They came Out of the Absolute. It is on account 
of such a conception of the world, that in Indian Law, there is 
really no Law-maker, no controller or that Law. Law func¬ 
tions by itself, and man and the whole world move within this 
scheme of Law. The doctrine of Karma and of the Transmi¬ 
gration of the Soul also should be traced to this fundamental 
doctrine of the independence of Mail and of the world, God 
being only a factor in the scheme of the world and not an 
Overlord of the world, (/ there be a God. 

7. The doctrine is something unique in Indian thought; 
it has not been developed In the philosophy of any other 
nation in the world. May be that there arc faint indications 
of some such beliefs in the remnants of the culture of other an¬ 
cient nations; may also be that the belief is in accord with the 
doctrines of other nations of the ancient world. But no ancient 
nation has developed the doctrine in such a systematic, com¬ 
plete and rationalistic way outside India. 

8. The doctrine is fully developed in the philosophy of 
die later days in the history of Indian thought. How far back¬ 
ward can we trace the doctrine ? Is the doctrine an integral 
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factor in the thoughts of the earliest period uf Indian thought 
as Tourid in the Rgwda ? Was it a natural development of India 
among the Vcdic people or did they get the belief from the 
people with whom they came into contact ? Was it a develop¬ 
ment out of the philosophical instincts of the people or has it 
any other source Tor origination ? Scholars are not agreed on 
such problems, 

g. In one poem in the that is addressed to the soul 

that is departing from the body* there are wishes expressed by 
the poet who addresses that soul that he may return to the 
home freed from the blemishes. In the same poem, Y ama 
is invoked to dome and take his seat in the spread grass. In 
the philosophical poem of Dlrghatamas, there is a reference to 
communion and companionship of the mortal with the immortal. 
Vasistha speaks of his previous birth in one of his poems. In 
another poem the author says that once he was Matsu and so on* 
It Is doubtful whether such reDerences point out to the prevalence 
of a belief in the return of man to this world in a new body 
after his death. After alt, the Rgvrda Is only poetry where we 
can at best note on 3 y reflections of philosophical thoughts and 
not philosophical thoughts themselves. 

. io» Further, it is not in this manner that the doctrine or 
re-birth or of transmigration of the soul has been dealt with 
in later works on Indian philosophy- Practically we do not find 
any chain of such bodies for a common soul presented in the 
latter day literature of India, when the doctrine had become 
a settled fact in the thoughts of the nation. There arc certain 
references to the two births of the same souL Thus Sri R ama 
and Sri Krishna were the same person, the Great God Vishnu, 
in two successive births as men in this world, and along with 
them tame Laksniana and Bala Rama as the brother of the 
divine incarnation. Their respective enemies, Riivana and 
Sisupala also represent the two births of the same 
(Demon). The identity of Paflcaih the heroine of the Mahi- 
bharaU i, in her previous birth Ls also specified in that poem- 
But, on the other hand, we have long lists of teachers and kings. 
We do not find any of the prior birth of any one of them 


34 * 


INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 


or the would-be birth of such teachers and kings. In the 
DurgS-icpiaiatt in the Mdrkdndeytt Purina, there is the prophesy 
of a king becoming a future Mann, SavarnL Kalidasa says in 
his epic* the iCtmirassmbhmaj that Parvatl, the heroine of the 
poem* was Sail, daughter of the Prajapaii (Lord of Men) 
named Daksa, in her prior birth. But such references to the 
perior or later births of a particular individual are rare in the 
literature of the country. Re-birth has been treated as a phi¬ 
losophical doctrine and not as a historical record. The refe¬ 
rences in the early texts 3 ike the ftgvtda noted above are not 
like the way in which the doctrine has been predominently 
dealt with in later times and may noL be taken as indication of 
a belief in transmigration as current in the early times, 

ii. As a matter of fact* many of the philosophical doc¬ 
trines that arc very popular in later times arc not found to be 
so very popular in the secular Literature like the poetry and the 
dramas. For example, there is the belief in the world being 
a place of suffering, and renunciation being the only path to 
get release from the evils and sufferings in life ; there is the 
consequent and associated doctrine of final release fur the soul 
from the limitations of life in this world. But if we look into 
the secular literture of poetry and drama, even into what are 
accepted as literature with a religious bias like the grand epics 
of the and the -\IahibhdraSa t it will 1>c found that re¬ 

nunciation and Mok?n {final and absolute release) are not very 
prom incut in the life of the people. An active life according 
to the Law of nature producing enjoyment are the really pro¬ 
minent features in the life of the people; this is what are known 
as the goals of life (Putuiirlhas)* To estimate the position of 
the doctrines of Lransmigradon, like the position of the doctrine 
of renunciation and final release, in the thought of the country, 
poetry and drama arc of little avail; they ate separately dealt 
with in specialised literature dealing with the subjects. 

ia. Why should conditions be different in the earlier times 
of the Vedas ? It is not by an analysis of ihe Rgi'tda that we 
can determine the position of the theory of transmigration in 
the time of the Vedas, in the thought of those early periods in 
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the history of Indian thought, It is in the Upamjads that we 
first meet with a definite statement of the factor known as 
transmigration in the life of a man. Xow> the question that 
we have to ask is Lhis—is there any peat difference between the 
thoughts in the time of the Vedas and in the time of the 

Upanisads ? Do they differ in content and iti spirit and in 

approach ? Or is it that what wc find in the Vedas is a re¬ 
flection of what is Totind in the Up an is ads ? If the positon is 

that there is only unity between the thoughts in the Vedas and 
in the Upanhads 9 then we can con- elude that there must have 
been a vast literature contemporaneous with ihc Vedas having 
the same content as the Upanli^ds and that there must have 
been the doctrine of Kama and of Transmiration dealt with in 
that literature which is now lost to us, but whose contents arc 
continued and preserved in the Uptintwd&j which as literary 
records arc later in date than the texts of the Vedas. 

13. Although wc do not have any direct record of the doc* 
trine of Karma and transmigration as understood in the Vcdic 
times* the Vedas cannot be explained except with the back¬ 
ground of a very r profound philosophy* in which the doctrine 
must have been a prominent dement. The relation is more or 
less the same as the relation of the same doctrine to the latter- 
day secular literature like poetry and drama. The secular 
literature cannot be explained except with the back-ground 
or such philosophical doctrines* though philosophy plays only 
a subordinate role in that literature; similarly the text of the 
Vedas cannot be explained except with the back-ground of a 
deep philosophy. And the Vedas contain even highly philo¬ 
sophical poems* which are rather early in age in relation 
to the major part of the available Vedas. To say that real 
philosophy came into the life of the nation only later since 
philosophy is found only in the later poems of the Vedas and 
that the philosophic! poems arc of later date because they contain 
philosophical ideas that are later, is to beg the question, 

14. D Id the people think at all about certain problems ? 
If they thought about them, did they entertain any doctrines 
about the position - Some people know and some people do 
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not know; those who know attain to immortality. What about 
the others who do not attain to immortality ? When their 
bodies fall off, what happens to the permanent part of his per¬ 
sonality, the Atman ? Do they all go to Heaven? It is hnpos- 
sib]c + Heaven is the destination for those who do good deeds 
and not for all* If that had been the common destination of 
ahj then religion and distinction between what is good and 
what is bad, lose their value* There is no Hell either. Iwen 
if there had been a Heil known to the fjtgwdic people* though 
there is no mention of it* it is only Tor the sinner and not Tor the 
generality of those who lead a normal life* Thus neither 
Heaven nor Hell is their destination; nor b it total annihilation. 

I he only alternative left is that they take a new body and live 
again on the earth. 

15. There are various indications of the prevalence of 
such a belief of a return to the earth after death, among the 
people of the Vedic age. The description of the region of 
Light and enjoyment and freedom and the prayer for lining 
permanently established there, found in the Rgutda y indicates 
that there is another alternative, and that alternative can be 
only a return to this earth without going to that region or with¬ 
out being permanently established there even if the soul goes 
there. The distinction between the two paths for those who 
die, the Deiayana (Path of Gods) and Pi fry ana (Path of the 
Departed Ancestors) also indicates the belief in the destinations 
for the departing soul; one is to attain to a region where there 
is permanence and the other is to go to a region whence he 
has to depart, and that departure can have only the earth as 
the destination. There is a statement that the pasture to which 
the departing soul goes shall not he taken away from him. 
That shoirs that there is a possibility of its being taken away 
from him, and if that Is taken away, his only alternative i$ to 
return to the life on earth* 

iG, They believed in some permanent element in the 
constitution of a person, which cmlufcs when the impermanent 
body drops down. That permanent clement must con tiny > to 
be somewhere when the body drops down. When Heaven is 
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only for the few and when there is no Hdl or even if there ts 
Hell when it is only for the sinners, the others can liavC 
other destination than a body on the earth in a rc-birth. i« 
only alternative to such a view is tliat they did not \%urn an 
that they did not have any doctrine- Ihat will amount 
this that they do not think of the problems and that they ha 
no philosophy. That is impossible, especially when they have 
given out the view quite plainly tluxt there are various m es 
of attaining immortality and various gradations alter such at¬ 
tainment of immortality, Some gods like the Maruis an 
the Rbhus, two groups of gods, were mortals who became g ds 
and partaker* of the offerings at Sacrifices on account of the.r 
great deeds. Vama reached that other world after finding out 
the Path for the first time, which path others follow, and became 
ruler there. Angiras and other ancient poets could go to 
heaven; but they did not attain to the status of gods, though 
they minlgcd freely with the gods and enjoyed life tliere. 
What happens to the many ? They return to the earth. T hat 
is onlv a philosophical doctrine. To propound the view or the 
great fruits or a good life, they had to bring in the element of 
Heaven into poetry that dealt with religious rituals. But the 
problem of the future of the common man did nut find a place 
in such poetry and so we find Utile of a reply to that problem 
in that poetry though that peltry reflects some of the philoso¬ 
phical doctrines of the day. There is the back-ground of phi¬ 
losophy in die poetry of the Vedas, and the real philosophy 
is only in the Vp<mi}ad it which are the continuations of the 
philosophical literature contemporaneous with the \ edas. 

17 The Karma doctrine must have been more deep-rooted 
in the minds of the people than the doctrine of transmigration. 
This former doctrine is more often mentioned in the secular 
literature too. Man has his ability to shape his future, and that 
is what is called Punisakara, or manliness. But man’s ability 
is limited by what he has himtelf done which cannot be undone. 
Of this former some are known and there are atonements pos¬ 
sible. But many are unknown and are called Providence 
(ZJaisrt). The antethesis between these two factors in the ac- 
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hvity of man, namely, manly activity and divine Providence, 
is very often mentioned in the secular literature. The trans¬ 
migration theory is only a corollory to the fCantia theory in the 
secular literature, though in the philosophical literature the 
relation is ihc Olher way round. 

18. Both the doctrines arc kept within reasonable bounds 
xn the secular literature as well as in the philosophical literature, 
1 hey arc never brought in as an excuse for failings or as a con¬ 
solation lor defeats. Both the doctrines come in as adjuncts 
to the fundamental doctrine of man’s supremacy, in Indian 
thought; God does not and cannot interfere with man’s life in 
the world. It is very seldom that a poet introduces the doc¬ 
trine either as art excuse or as a consolation. It is true that the 
the great Prose Romance writer, Ban a, introduces a parrot in 
_ ls ^°™ ai - cc > tlu! Kddambari t and a sage refers to indiscretion 
in man s life activities and its consequences. But when in the 
Udmajana the installation or Sri Rama as the Crown Prince met 
with some obstacle, no one explained the event as the sequel 
to some Kama faction) done prior in that birth itself or in some 
prior birth. The same is the case with the abduction of Sit a 
when Sri Rama and Sita were in the forest. No one thought 
of prior births and deeds in such prior births as explanations 
for the sufferings of the Heroes of the Mahabharala. Kalidasa 
speaks of some adverse Providence in the case of Sakuntala 
in so far as the fuster-raiher was not able to find a Suitable com¬ 
panion for her though she was coming of age. But when the 
real suffering of the heroine came, no one found an explanation 
for it as a sequel to some prior action, though such a prior ac¬ 
tion was there in the form G r failing to show due courtesy to 
an honoured guest. In the Epic Ragbag Kalidasa says 
that the first king described there, Dilipa, did not have a 
son because he failed in showing proper courtesy to 
the divine Cow. There are some references to Karma 
found in the secular literature; but nowhere is it a great 
driving force giving momentum to the theme of the work. Man 
is never shown as a victim to Kama, though Karma is there. 
Such a scrutiny is necessary in the field of secular literature to 
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asses, the tree v»luc of Mm in the life or U.c Ind.au nation, 
to fix its location in the thon s h« of ancient India. 

ig. The fact is that both Karma and re-incarnatioti arc 
In origin philosophical doctrines and not popular beliefs, 
People did not care much Tor them. To them the world was 
real and the present was the only chief factor in their lives. I licv 
never cared for a cause to explain the present and never worried 
about the future. These were the problems Hurt came within 
the purview of the philosopher. There is a view that the theory 
of re-incarnation originated as an Ethical theory. It that were 
soj it should have originated as a popular belief which ihe 
philosophers later built up into a system or thought. But it 
had little hold on the people and we see little of it in t he secular 
literature which represents the life of the people. The theory 
actually originated as a philosopher’s explanation for the tacts 
of the world. If there is no God, there must be cither only 
some freek of Nature and absolute chaos in the world or there 
must lie some internal order in the world as the nature of the 
world. The life or a man must be a continuous chain, and as 
a totality it must be a link in a larger chain in which ail innu¬ 
merable such lives form the links. Each such larger chain is 
related to the other chains and thus the entire world is a unity. 

20. There are various problems that face us when we think 
of the doctrine of the transmigration of the soul. Is there any 
interval between one embodiment and the next or is it a con¬ 
tinuity for the soul, always bsing in an embodiment, one body 
coming in when the previous drops off ? If that is so, there must 
)yr. some kind of embodiments that arc different from whai we 
experience as earthly embodiments. Because there is what is 
called the state of heavenly life for the soul as a fruit of good 
deeds. Thus in the Bhagtaad GUa it is said that a man goes to 
heaven as a fruit of his good deeds on earth and when the fruits 
of his good deeds are exhausted he returns to the world of mor¬ 
tal man. Elsewhere in the Gifu, there is the simile of a man 
changing his clothes in regard to the change of his body. 
Certainly there is, according to social ctiquethc, no interval 
between discarding a soiled clothe and donning a newly washed 
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clothe $n the case of man; IT anything, the wearing of the 
new dothe precedes the discarding of the old clothe. Thus, 
the soul leaves off a body only after it had taken possession of a 
new body. That is what the simile found in the Brhaddran- 
yrta Ufmifod also suggests; here the passage of the soul from 
body to body is compared to the movement of a reptile from 
grass to grass, abandoning one grass blade only when it had 
reached up another one. 

3 i. Here, it must also be made definitely dear that people 
believed only in an eternal Heaven. They never thought of 
Heaven merely as a Holiday resort. That is what we find from 
the secular literature also. The heroes of the AMabkirata went 
to Heaven finally and nothing is even hinted at about a possible 
termination of their stay in Heaven and a return to the earth 
to continue life as normal mortals. In the Rashtwamia, the 
third king described, Aja, went to Heaven and was reunited 
with his consort and took up his residence there; there is no 
hint of a terminus for hb stay, when the fruits of hb good deeds 
would be exhausted, 

22. The religious view about the transmigration of the 
soul is that the soul occupies a body and when the body drops 
off, the soul may go to Heaven and after some halt there deter¬ 
mined by the amount of good deeds he has done, the soul re- 
turns to an earthly body. The philosopher's view b that the 
soul moves on from physical body to physical body without a 
break. There is a third view and tliat is the scientists' view. 
If the soul is to occupy a new body when the old body drops 
off, there must Ik such a new body made ready and suitable 
for that soul to go into. It is not airy body into which any 
soul can gut into. The succeeding body must be in accordance 
w.di the nature of the deeds done by the person in the expir¬ 
ing life. Will there be always a body ready for the soul ? [s 
it in the scheme of the world that when a soul leaves a both 
a suitable body Is readily available for that soul to enter ? The 
scientist’s view, as expounded in biological works, is that there 
is a state of suspension between leaving a body and entering 
a new body; the soul has to wait until a body is ready. 
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^3 + In the ease or Karma also, just like the doctrine of the 
transmigration of the soul, there are complications; it b not 
also a simple theory. Slated in its simple way, it takes a form 
like this. When a man does a deed, there is some subtle and 
intangible result which endures even after the tangible Inui 
is realised, when there is a tangible result for it, and produces 
some results at a much later time, may be in a future bit th* 
There arc deeds which have only such a intangible fruit 
appearing at a much later time. A person is bom in a parti¬ 
cular body and in a particular environment as a result of Ins 
past deeds. Such deeds are what arc begun with originally 
[Prarabdha) and what arc accumulated at later times (i’tfikrfa). 

A man must endure the fruits or his deeds whether they arc - 
good or bad, whether he likes it or not. He cannot avoid 
them; he cannot assign it away; he cannot inherit it from an¬ 
other, He cams and he experiences. There is no transfer, 
no termination. Here also various difficulties arise. 

24. In religious and secular practices there arc various 
actions that go against this theory. There is the belief that 
the son inherits the sins and virtues of the father and experien¬ 
ces sufferings and enjoyments in consequence. The father 
performs rituals for the future benefits of the child, even of un- 
ljom child. Even the Upaitisads state that a son takes over all 
the Kama or the father. The son performs rites for the bene¬ 
fit of the dead ancestor. The dead ancestor suffers If the son 
does not perform the prescribed rites. The son is to make 
atonements for the sins committed by the lather. 1 here are 
still other beliefs, stated in standard works like the Upanisads, 
where there is contradiction with the theory; when a man at¬ 
tains to .AMffl (Final Release) he casts away his Karma (good 
or bad), which his Friends and enemies share respectively. 

a -, There are other beliefs that may not be in direct appo¬ 
sition in the Karma theory, but which is not quite in harmony 
with that theory either. One is the Grace oi God which saves 
a man from his sins and the other is that sometimes a deed 
does not produce its effect if certain rituals are performed. The 
Bkagavad Gita says that the Lord does not take up cither the sin 
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m the virtue of any one* and in a later context in the same 
text* the Lord Himself says that He would save Arjuna from all 
sins. 11 js qui te reasonable to assume that a certain religious 
rite prevents the evil deed from producing iis effect or counter¬ 
acts the results after its production. It is not also against 
reason that God can save a person, from his sins if there is 
repentence and faith in the Lord. That is a deed that counter¬ 
acts the evil deed. The story of Ajamila is a typical example 
of how Divine Grace mitigates even the worst sin. As for the 
statement in the Bhagmad did, the Lord in the first passage 
stnd the Lord in the second passage signify two distinct aspects 
of the Supreme. The former is the Supreme in human form 
while in the latter, the Supreme comes as the entire Universe. 
Some explanation is possible in all such cases of difficulties; but 
the fact that an explanation is called for is itself a flaw in the 
theory. 

26. The position is this. When there is a purely scien¬ 
tific or purely philosophical theory, it does not fit into the facts 
of the world. There is nothing like a perfect machine in the 
world. A theory in its pure state corresponds lo a perfect 
state of affairs. If there is any sort of disparity between die 
theory of Transmigration and harmn and the belters and prac¬ 
tices relating to this theory* that disparity should be explained 
on the basis of the natural disparity between the theories and 
the facts of the world. This is the case with Geometry and 
Mathematics, There is nothing corresponding to a Geometri¬ 
cal theorem in the actual world. The science states a relation; 
but (he relation cannot be truly represented in the facts of the 
world, and, without the relata, there is no relation. When we 
speak of ultimate states of matter either as particle or wave, 
it is only a partially true representation of the fact. There h 
no particle in on atom like the particles in a pinch of sail and 
there are no waves there like she waves on the surface of a pool 
of water. There is no inconsistency in the doctrine. The 
doctrine is sdf-coxxsistent and its inconsistency is with what is 
external to it, namely, the beliefs and practices in social life 
and in feligioii£ practices. 
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27. The theory of transmigration and the associated theory 
of Karma are extensions of the theory of the nature o£ the world 
as independent of any external power p working within itself 
and by itself* There is the notion of JFUa in the Vedas, the no¬ 
tion of a permanent and settled order in the world* Mutual 
dependence and mutual consistency are the necessary (actors 
in what can be called an order. All the tacts of the world 
must be brought into some consistent relation with one another 
and for that, some sort of theoritical classification of the world 
into factors is necessary* In itself there are no component 
factors in the world which is a unit. Human mind, being 
limited, cannot grasp the unlimited unity of the world; as a 
consequence, it grasps the w r odd only as an aggregate ot limited 
factors. The first classification of such factors is into a large 
number of chains and the next classification is that of the chains 
into a large number of links. There are primary chains which 
are the individual lives and there are the secondary links in 
the form of the particular experiences in the individual lives. 
All such particular experiences, grouped into indlvidui lives, 
are thought of as a series of cause and effects. 

28* A cause is the cause for more than one kind of effect. 
Sometimes there are immediate effects. It is only what is an 
immediate sequel that is usually termed an effect. But in 
philosophy, what transpires long alter an went is atso regard¬ 
ed as an effect in some cases* If 1 eat p the immediate effect 
is the satisfaction of hunger. But if the eating is of particular 
sort of stuff and done in a particular way, there is the later 
effect of health or disease. Indian philosophy accepts another 
kind of effect, which is subtle and not at all detectable through 
■ 1 w normal modes of knowing like perception and inference. 
Thus, if eating or feeding is associated with certain modes of 
doing* there is some special fruit aching, which fruit abides In 
the performer and becomes the source of some final Iruil In the 
form of “progression 11 {AbhyvdjdjG } . It may be for the 
individual, it may be for the community. Thus, the content 
of a deed products some tangible fruits and the modes of the 
deed generate, besides the tangible fruits, some intangible 
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Such an intangible fruit is what is termed Adjsfa (im> 
seen). Deeds have a three-fold fruit—tangible or Brsta, mtan- 
giblc or Adrjfa and tangible along with intangible or Drsta- 
Ad/sfti . 1 1 is this intangible fruit that may be equated with 

“Evolution in modem terminology, which may be for an 
individual or for the community P Evolution* according tu 
ancient Indian thought, is not merely a ease of the blind ope¬ 
ration of the dead Law of Nature, but a product or the deeds 
of man according to the Law of Nature, Man dees not simply 
envoivc; man works out his evolution. 

2g # I here was no lime in the world when man was not in 
existence. Modern science is not quite definite about the con¬ 
dition of the world prior to the start of evolution; there are 
various theories. There is the view of a creation and evolu¬ 
tion starting from a single point; there is the view of a conti¬ 
nuous process of creation and evolution* Evolution is from an 
undiirercntiated condition towards further and further diff- 
crcniatton : it is a process from a static state to a state of move¬ 
ment. Ancient India also had postulated various theories 
about the start and process of the same evolution. One fun¬ 
damental difference between the ancient Indian and the modern 
scientific view' is* that according to the former, man oral least 
some form of intelligence, was behind the start and process of 
evolution while for the latter, man and his intelligence are only 
accidents in the course of evolution. 

30. According to modern science there was only dead 
matter in a uniform; the movement in matter is from within 
anti not through any external impact. In the course of this 
movement, a certain condition arose, rather very ] a te in the 
process* w r hen a new phenomenon of movement in matter made 
its appearance, and that new phenomenon is what is called Life 
Dead matter became living matter; ihat is the first appearance 
of what are called **GdW\ The cells are the products 
of a ncw r condition that arose In the world In the course of evo- 
lulion, and It is presumed in modern science that the condition 
has disappeared and so no new cells can be produced in the 
world, A cell can produce a new celt; but a cell cannot arise 
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by itself out of dead matter under modern conditions. The 
cells had their own evolution and various species of living or¬ 
ganisms came into existence. These species can he arranged 
in an order of continued evolution, each higher species being 
the c volute oF the immediately lower species. Broadly speak¬ 
ing, there are three groups of evolution in living matter, in what 
is called biulogical evolution, namely* the plants* the lower 
animals and man. The entire course of biological evolution 
is traced back to the original cells. This line of thought in 
modern science is the result of man’s dissatisfaction about the 
theory of the creation of the world by Cod, which prevailed 
among the Western nations till recent times, 

31. In India also, the theory of evolution is the result of 
mai/s quest regarding his origin and his progression. Per¬ 
haps there was some theory existing prior to ihe lime of the 
Vedas, with which the (hankers of ihe Vedas went dissatisfied. 
We do not know what that theory was, if there w as such a theory* 
Perhaps it was the theory of God and His creation current 
among the contemporary nations on the Ijorders, Anyway* 
the theory that was propounded in India even from the earliest 
limes is atheistic, perhaps even anti-theistic. The Vedic people 
were strong* valour* nas, devoted lo freedom for themselves and 
Tor others and proud of their own achievements; they were not 
the people to surrender their freedom before a GtnJ, To them 
there w as no God, and what they had were only gods w ho were 
only their companions* perhaps in snine rases, superior com¬ 
panions. We find this national trait in their philosophy also. The 
world is the world of man and Jor man. and it is not a gift from 
any God. Man was the source bar the movement and change 
and evolution in the world t and man was an integral pad of 
the world. Thus, movement in the world is from within itself 
and not from an external agency called a God. But movement 
is from intelligence ; movement is Intelligently controlled and 
directed. Intelligence ami movement were aspects of the same 
fact in the world. An intelligence Is such because there is an 
orderly movement and evolution within its operation, and an 
orderly movement Ls such because it is directed by intelligence. 
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32, Consistent with such an outlook on the world, they 
thought of evolution in & way different from what is held by 
modern science. When uniformity gave place to differentia¬ 
tion, the differentiated matter look forms that could he brought 
within twenty three groups. They are: Intelligence [BtidtUii), 
Subject-object relation (AhaikMra), Mind {Manas), five organs 
of knowing and five organs of functioning (Jflaiundrtjfas and 
harmendriyai \ and the five-fold Matter-in-itself [Tanmatias), 
forming one category, and the five-fold Matter in mani¬ 
festation (Bhutas). The first citghteen combined to form a 
complex and there are innumerable such complexes formed. 
Ihcy contained all the germs for every manifested matter and 
function in that matter. Each such complex started forming 
manifested facts of the world. Each such complex is termed si 
UfigttsaTtra (subtle body} and the manifested aspect of It is 
called the Slhutasanm (gross body)* which is the visible 
person. This manifested aspect has a termination, while the 
unmanifested subtle body persists and develops a new mani¬ 
fested gross body. Perhaps it is the first stage in such a ma¬ 
nifest at ion that corresponds to the Cell stiige of modem bio- 
fogy. 

33 - Thin subtle body (Ungasarira, also called Sokstnaiarira) 
develops into a gross body, acts and experiences, and then 
die gross body falls out, leaving only the subtle body. Then 
another gross body is developed round the same subtle body 
and the same process continues. This is t he phenomenon 
called life. The subfile body is not the Cell of modem biology. 
A cel] has a material existence with a shape and a structure 
and a mass and a sine. But the subtle body of Indian philosophy 
is not a form of gross matter, ft is a stage prior to the appear¬ 
ance of the gross matter, what is called the BhSta (clement), [t 
can very well hr a prior stage in the formation of the material 
cell. A cell has lilt- and when a new cell is formed, that too 
lias life. Is some life-force transferred from one rcll to another 
or does the life-force also expire in a cell along with its own 
destruction and is a new life-force created in the new cell when 
that is generated Indian philosophy accepts the former 
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position and modern science accepts the latter position. li it is 
the same permanent life-force that passes from cell to cell* 
then that life-force can be equated with the subtle body of 
Indian philosophy, 

34. In the Christian religion there is the doctrine of a 
person ceasing to continue as a person at the time of his death, 
while hk soul goes further to Heaven or to Hell according to 
the nature of life he had led in the body. But the soul has no 
more relation to life on earth. Yet he leaves his first sin behind 
for men of the next generation to suifer for. It is possibly 
a reflection of this doctrine of the Christian religion that vve 
find in modern science according to which there is no endur¬ 
ing life continuing from cell to cell while there is an evolution 
of life from cell to cell, 

35. The deeds and the experiences of the person during 
the embodied stage produce some tangible fruits and also some 
intangible, residual impressions, which latter arc carried by 
the subtle body from one body to the next body producing 
fruits in a later body* This capacity to evolve is acquired dur¬ 
ing the stage of embodiment, between birth and death. Bet¬ 
ween the stage of death and the stage of the next embodiment 
there is no evolution at all. The next body is what the subtle 
had become eligible for at the time of the falling-ofF of the pre¬ 
vious body, at the time of death. According to modem bio- 
logy, the evolution is between one cell and another celL Here 
is a real difference between ancient thought in India and mo¬ 
dern science. 

36. The subtle, residual impressions left behind in the 
subtle Isody of a person* as distinct from the tangible fruits of 
one’s action* in consequence of certain deeds of a person, pro¬ 
duce the evolution, what may be called progression or elevation 
iAbhpid<ij &). This lakes place only when die subtle fciody 
is in an embodied condition. There is no evolution or progres¬ 
sion without the gross body. The view that the gross body 
is die scat and cause of suffering is not a genuinely Indian 
doctrine. In all secular works of Indio, the importance of the 
gross Sxidy is emphasised, Such deeds that produce the evulu- 
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tson form £>karma, the ideal life of virtue. Kalidasa says that 
the gross body is the prime means for Pharma or ideal life of 
virtue that brings about evolution. There is a neglect shown 
to the physical body in thoughts developed outside India, and 
this is perhaps a migration to and a survival in India of this 
neglect shown to the phsylcal body in philosophies outside 
India In ancient times. 

37 - The doctrine of harms is an aspect of ihe doctrine of 
evolution in modern times, with considerable variations in de¬ 
tails. According to Indian thought, man brings about evolu¬ 
tion in the world. Man started evolution also. There would 
have been no movement and change and no evolution in the 
world unless there had been man, at least man in a subtle form, 
what is called the Lingaiarim (subtle body). Man has ini¬ 
tiated this evolution and man determines the nature and the 
pace and the direction of this evolution. It is this mutual re¬ 
lation of mans deeds and the evolution in the world, including 
himself, that is called the doctrine of Karma. This evolution is 
brought about by the subtle and intangible, residual impressions 
left in man by his deeds, as distinct from the tangible fruits or 
his actions, and Karma has reference only to this relation of 
deeds and subtle fruits. 

38. It is this Subtle aspect of man’s deeds that is termed 
Jfla, which means a sacrifice. The tangible aspects of his deeds 
is called Puna, which I may translate as social service, doing 
concrete visible good to humanity in general. Both together 
form what may be called religion. And religion brings about 
evolution. The subtle aspect brings about evolution directly 
while the tangible aspect is subordinate to it. Unless there is 
a Social welfare, there is no evolution. What evolution can 
there be in a suffering humanity ? But, in a restricted sense, it 
is only the /jf fa, the religious rites, ihat form what is meant by 
religion, in so far as they bring about the subtle fruit leading to 
rvolution, 

39 - We must make a distinction between the two, the re¬ 
ligion and the social organisation and social customs Tifee 
marriage, for example. For social welfare, any kind of marriage 
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may be enough provided the couple agree. But, such marriages 
may only bring about social well-being and not evolution. The 
con Lent of marriage is related only to tile social aspect, being 
tangible. But there is a subtle aspect in marriage which comes 
up only in the mode of the marriage, and it is only such a mar¬ 
riage that can bring about evolution, what is called A thru day a , 
and as such only that marriage is what falls within Dkarma 
what brings about evolution or Abhjmbtja. 

40. The real question is not whether there is any such 
thing called an dement contributing evolution in certain speci¬ 
fic modes of social customs like marriage which dement does 
not abide in other modes of marriage, l 1 he Vedic people bc- 
leived that apart from the content of deeds, there is an impor¬ 
tance to be attached to the mode of the deeds also. The con¬ 
tent brings almL the tangible fruit and the mode brings about 
the intangible fruit culminating in evolution. It is such a 
distinction drawn between two aspects in maifs deeds that is 
the important point in this connection* ’They believed that 
by adopting a particular mode in man's deeds that could be 
accomplished in more than one way* something more than a 
visible fruit could be achieved, and that this has relation to 
man’s progression or evolution. It is this aspect that is called 
the Karma theory. 

41, At a later time* a distinction was drawn between a 
Spirit and a Matter. The Spirit was pure; Matter entangled 
the Spirit. The Spirit struggles to extricate himself from this 
entanglement* The Matter is the scat and source of suffering 
for the Spirit. At a certain stage ? the Spirit is able to with¬ 
stand the force of Matter and withdraw from all actions. 
Finally the Spirit is released from Matter. Such a theory of 
iransmigarLion and Kdma % being aspects ol the Spirit in the 
[he stale of suffering, Is a later feature. 

4a. Spirit is free and is ever free. Matter is not a bondage 
for the Spirit, Matter and Spirit collaborate Ibr the progress 
of man in the w r orld. Body is not a prison for the soul; change 
of body is not a shift from prison to prison for the snub Spirit 
cannot function without the body that is matter, and the body 
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lhat is Matter, csrmol function by itself, without association 
with the Spirit. Progression or evolution is worked in the body, 
Ironj birth to death and not between body and body where 
there is no embodiment Tor the Spirit, God and bondage and 
ienunciation and release from the bondage through abstinence 
are ill] views that came into the nation at a later stage, or were 
views that appeared M> the ( i ifferent sections of the nation, and 
gradually the theory of tran&migartion and Ka/nut became the 
most powerful factor in the intellectual activities of the nation; 
it was originally developed as a result of the dissatisfaction 
entertained by a few thinkeis, and it became so powerful a 
factor in the Inteiictual liie of the nation (hat all other theories 
b*&®n to be adjusted to this theory; this is what we iind in the 
case of the theory of evolution in modern science, 

43. There were various theories at that time, as we find in 
the tjpffiiifadie literature. There must have been people who 
believed in an Almighty God and who postulated a Creation of 
the World by that God. There were people who lived a parti¬ 
cular sort ol life, the Brahma-carin.;, who retired From worldy 
afTairs and contemplated on the Supreme Truth, But the 
majority ol the people lived a life in accordance with the Law 
or the moving world, and this Law is the Kama, Everyone could 
freely think according to his aptitudes and inclinations. There 
was neither a temporal nor a spiritual Power that placed any 
restriction on the free thought of the people. That is why we find 
a large number or theories thriving side by side, all being tolerat¬ 
ed by, but none being inflicted on, the nation. It is not a state of 
intellectual unsettlemcnt and chaos. The true Vedic theory was 
the Law of JComiiJ, that the Law of the movement in the world 
is within and is Trom within the world itself, and that die re is 
no external power either to produce the movement or to 
operate the movement. There Is no mutual animosity between 
theory and theory. Ultimately it was the genuine Vedic theory 
that survived and dominated, being the most rational and 
equitable tlieory, 

44. It is only a grand theory to explain man and his life 
and the external world and man's relation to it. There is the 
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great order found in the working of the world. Either there 
is a designer in the form or a God or there is some superintelli- 
gence without a personality behind this orderly functioning in 
the world. Instead of postulating a God as the designer of the 
world and as the maker of the Law, the Law itself was identi¬ 
fied with the Intelligence. If there is a God, man becomes 
subordinate to Him; if there is a Law, man becomes a part or 
that Law. India postulated the latter alternative and there 
is the great Law of evolution in the shape of Karma and Re¬ 
incarnation, 



CHAPTER XX 

evil and suffering 

I, Everyone feels happy ; every one suffers. The source 
of happiness is what is good ; the source of suffering is what is 
evil. 1 he nature of happiness and of suffering, the nature of 
uhat is good and of what is bad, and their distinction, are very 
dear to every one thru ugh personal and direct experience. One 
think that there is nothing to consider on such a problem ; 
u may not be recognised as a problem at ail ; it is just a fact. 
^ et th,s « une ° r ‘he points on which many a thinker has exercised 
ins mind, and failed to find a solution. The difficulty and the 
failure are not due to the fact that there Is no problem ; the real 
reason is the simplicity and the universality of the fact. 

9 . What is happiness to one may become suffering to 
another; what is happiness now may be suffering at another time. 
What is Suffering in itself may become a source of happiness. The 
dilheiiliy docs not lie in the nature of the experience ; it lies 
in the understanding of that nature, in d efining what it is, in 
stating its nature in precise language. There are also factors in 
determining the nature of happiness and of suffering that do not 
come within the sphere of experience. In actual experience, 
there may be an element ofhappitwsB, without any appreciable 
t etnem of suffering ; and yet there are cases of such a nature 
that arc reckoned as evil, which means, that are associated with 
suffering. There are various facts that are not associated with 
any clement of happiness or or suffering, that may be classed as 
indifferent and yet are accepted as aspects of what are good- 

3. What one experiences is not always the real nature of 
a thing ; this is true both in the metaphysical as well as in the 
ethical field. Thc statement of what one experiences is only the 
statement f>r a view ; the statement of a Tact as it is, i s quite 
distinct from this. What is experienced as a happiness, is happi¬ 
ness only within the limited range, within the experienrer and his 
environment. What is really a happiness is so in an absolute wav, 
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without any limitation of the personal factors connected with the 
experiencer and with the special environment of die experience. 
In the Vtddnk 1, it is stated that a thing is known as it really i*, 
only when in that knowing there is no limitation arising out ot 
the personal factors connected with the knower and with the 
environments of the knowing ; similarly y in the other system 
of Philosophy, namely * in the Mimdrhs^ ii is said that a thing is 
really g<nid only when it is determined as such without any 
limitations of the person involved in its experience as what is good. 

4. h has already been said that according to the Mlmdmsd 
the world is dynamic, and that there must consequently be some 
Law governing such movement and change in the dynamic 
world; such a law must have unive rsal applicat ion. What is really 
good is what is in conformity with this Law, and the effects of 
such conformity to the Law is what is happiness. 1 his is the only 
method of rationally defining what is good* what is happiness, 
as distinct from what is evil and what is suffering. 'There has 
been a view current in the ^{imarhsd System that even in this 
statement of what is the Law or the dynamic world, there are 
elements that arc not of the nature of good* that arc not of the 
nature of happiness. So, what is good is w lvat is contained in 
the statement of the Law of the world and can also be classed 
among those that lead to happiness. The position taken up here 
is that the distinction between what is good and what is evil 
cannot be made on the basis of mere experience 1 and even iT we 
resort to some standard transcending normal experience of man. 
that docs not decide what is good, w hat is conducive to happiness. 
Tills will lead to the position that there is a distinct duality in 
the dynamic world : some factors that are good and others that 
are evil. Both are within the nature of the world ; what can be 
called Law is only what comes within this nature and what at 
the same time brings about happiness. From this nature of the 
world, what is evil must be kept away when we define Law. 

5. There has been another view current among some schools 
of thought within the Mbn&jkid system that within the state¬ 
ments of the nature of the world, there are some that relate to 
what brings about some results, and that every result is what can 
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I»e brought within the realm of what is good. Such arc the 
factors that arc prescribed for man to adopt in his conduct In 
life. There are other factors that arc not so prescribed for man 
to adopt. V\ hat can l>c called a Law relates only to such factors 
as are prescril>ed Tor man to adopt in his conduct in life. 

®* In bflth these positions there is some unhappy point. 
Either, we have to say that the nature of the dynamic world is 
an admixture of good and evil. The statements about the nature 
of the world in themselves then cease to be authorities for decid¬ 
ing what is good and what is evil. That amounts to going back 
on the position that the distinction between good and evil can be 
made out only on the authority of the real nature of the world, 
transcending the personal limitations associated with the experi¬ 
ence of the individual ? If the distinction is not within the nature 
I the dynamic world, what other factor can help man in making 
the distinction between good and evil, beyond the experiences 
of the individual ? We will have to say that within the factors 
constituting the nature of the dynamic world such of them as 
conform to our notions of good, based on our experience, arc to be 
designated as the Law. This makes it unnecessary to have resort 
to a statement about the nature of the dynamic world transcend¬ 
ing the limitations of man’s experiences. 

7. In the second position also, there is some unhappy- 
point in so far as the world is dynamic and at the same time 
there are aspects of its dynamic nature that arc not prescribed for 
adoption by man for his conduct. The only rational distinction 
that we can make is that Such aspects as conform to the nature 
of the dynamic world are to b= adopted in man’s conduct, and 
others are not to lie so adopted. What is the authority 011 which 
we can say that such and such aspects within the nature of the 
dynamic world arc to be adopted and that other aspects are not 
to be adopted, unless out own experience is accepted as H,e 
ultimate authority for such a distinction ? This will also amount 
to going back on the basic position taken up. Whether wc think 
of tlte nature of the world as consisting of both good and bad, 
or whether we think or the nature or the world as constituted of 
aspects that arc to be adopted In man’s conduct and aspects that 
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arc not be so adopted-, Such a dualism, within the nature ol the 
world leads 10 unacceptable positions. 

8 + For ibis reason, it is definitely accepted that the distinc¬ 
tion between good and bad must be made only on such a 
demarcation that what is in conformity with the nature of tire 
dynamic world is good and what goes against such a nature is evil. 
ManX experience serves only in making a distinction between 
what is good and- what is evil within the phenomenal and normal 
lire of man in the world, and the real distinction between good 
and evil must be made on the basis of the absolute nature of the 
dynamic world. The only authority in such a matter consists of 
the statements about the absolute nature of the world Tree horn 
all kinds of ]imitations associated with man and his experience. 

g h There is no method of rationally proving that such 
and such a statement represents the true nature of the dynamic 
world. We cannot start on the assumption that a statement as 
a statement is invalid and that the statement can be accepted 
only if it is proved rationally as valid. Such a proof can come 
only from within the held of-manX experience* and the basic 
assumption is that man’s experience is not an authority for deter¬ 
mining what is good and what is bad, in the absolute sense. 
The only way in which we can arrive at some ultimate conclusion 
is to provisionally accept a statement as valid and sec if there 
a re i n validat t tig c ircunistanccs aitac hed to i t. [ F we can eI i mi natc 

all such possible circumstances that may invalidate the statement 
we finally accept the statement as valid. 

10. No scientific truth can |>c established if we ask for a 
proof at all stages, Xo ultimate standards for ethical life can also 
be established if we ask for a proof at all stages. There is nothing 
called an ultimate proof. Every probans t every basis of proof, 
stands in need of a further proof, if we continue insisting on 
a proof prior to every acceptance- Within certain stages* we 
can ask for a proof and we can also get proofs- Even this has its 
own limitation*. The proofs are proofs only to the extent that 
thetr reliability has hren established, and not absolutely. The 
right approach is to sec if there is any disproof of it, and in the 
absence of any possible disproof we must accept the fact as such. 
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ii. 1 lie scientific approach is to take the statement as the 
statement o( a fact provisionally, and then investigate the point 
whether such a provisional assumption can be shown to be uiiten- 
able* Who Is it that made the first statement? Can we trace 
the statement l>atk to such an original person as the source ? 
It it be possible, has he made the statement as representing his 
own impression, his own view, or has he made the statement as 
correctly representing the fact as it is, free from all possible perso¬ 
nal limitations ? If such a source of an original nature in the form 
<»f any person cannot be arrived at through investigation, then 
why should we assume that the statement is false? Is it not better, 
more rational, to assume that it is the statement of a fact ? The 
complete absence of a disproof, when all methods have been 
followed to sec if any possible disproof is traceable, is the only 
reliable basis for accepting a statement as representing a fact. 

13. Whether there is a source for the statement traceable or 
not, has the statement been accepted by people living in different 
limes and in different regions and under different conditions, by 
such people as may be depended upon as having the necessary 
ability to detect any invalidating circumstances if such cireutns~ 
tances had been existing ? If a statement is available that has been 
found to be free from any Haw both at the source and during its 
passage through time, such a statement may he relied upon as 
valid, even if the statement may appear to go against our normal 
experiences and bclicls, In our normal experience, any solid 
material thrown into the air Tails down; we do not know of any 
means of transport being capable of suspension in the air. Are 
we to say that aerial transport is impossible on this account? 
Are %vc to say that there must be some magic in it and that such 
a method is against the law of nature as wc know' the Law ? 

13. In our ordinary life, we depend on “Authority” in nearly 
alt cases. We do not ask for proof Tor tatty thing and at all 
stages ; wc cannot gel proofs for most of the cases. Wc trust, 
we believe. In some cases the trust may b: in an inherited 
belief; in others it may be in a contemporary or recent theory. 
But authority is there ; it is accepted as authority, not because 
there is proof, but simply because there is no disproof, there is no 
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occasion to suspect and call for proofs. This is just what the 
Thinkers in ancient limes did. They had an inherited lore ; 
they had many people of super-normal powers of knowing. 
They accepted such a lore as recording truth ; they accepted 
the knowledge of such people as corresponding to truth. There 
is no personal factor ; there is only an impersonal reaction 
intellectually of a bare fact in the external world. 

14. The truth of the world is that the world is dynamic ; 
it is a process of continuous movement and change. Our own 
experience is that the world is dynamic in nature- Our own 
experience itself is of the nature of a change, some kind of move¬ 
ment- If it were of the nature of an absolute stillness, that w ill 
not be an experience. Another experience of ours is that there ts 
a law co-ordinating this series of movement and change. It 
may be that In our daily experience there are Instances of a failure 
of this operation of a law in the movements and changes in the 
world. But, it is also experienced that the greater the intelligence 
and the greater the element of good nature, the greater becomes 
the approximation of events to the perfect Law. 

i g. Are we to conclude fmin ihe nature of our experience 
that the world is dynamic with a law governing movements 
and the changes? Gr t are we to assume that the world is static 
in iis own nature and that ins dynamic feature Is a deviation 
from its real nature? And, can vve also assume that there is no 
law, that by nature there is only a chaos and that it is man that 
has been able to bring the events Into some sort of law and order ? 
The position taken up in the Mimwhsd system is that the world 
is by nature dynamic and that there is a perfect law in this w r orId 
of movements and changes. It is man's limitations that bring 
about some deviation from such a law in the movements and 
changes in the world. When such deviations are removed* the 
resulting position of the world in iis real and absolute nature 
will be one of movement in perfect rhythm, not an extinction of 
movement. Movement as it is experienced may cease ; hut 
movement in its perfect rhythm continues. 

16, What is non-existent by nature cannot he dynamic. 
What is produced cannot also be dynamic by nature. The world 
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is eternal; (lie world is a positive reality. The world h a good 
world. What is true, what is really existent* is the Law; what is evil 
is a deviation from this Law* Thus* evil is noi real. It is not a 
thirty To the extent that there tt a deviation from that real nature, 
evil is not absolutely non-existent either. Each fact of evil is 
produced and has an end* Each fact of the law, with the limi¬ 
tations* is an aspect of what is real > what is eternal* though as a 
limited fact it is not experienced in its real nature. 

17- 1 he operation of perfect law in the world, in the move- 
merits and changes in the world that are experienced, is on the 
whole along the direction towards the perfection of the operation 
of the law. Thus* every movement is a stage in a progresstion. 
The limitations are brought about through a tendency towards 
retardation ('stagnation Ls only apparent and not absolute) and 
reverse movement. The individuals are responsible for such devi¬ 
ations from Lhe real nature of the Law* in the case of its opera¬ 
tion. The individuals are individuals only because they have the 
capacity to operate the Law* not to operate the Law or to operate 
deviating from the Law , Such deviations constitute the **Evil” in 
ihc world. .Such deviations produce suffering in the world. 

(8. The tendency of law is to move towards perfection, a 
movement of progression \ Abhy-udaya) ; the tendency of “Evil” is 
to move away from perfection, one of regression (Pralj-apfya), 
When there is retardation or even stagnation, there is cither a 
slower movement towards perfection or there is a cessation of ihe 
movement. This is not real “Evil”. The former of these two 
aspects of deviation from the Law is not condemned as “Evil”, 
and the latier is disapproved though not condemned. Wfiat is 
condemned is only the tendency towards reverse movement. 
That atone is real “Evil”. 

it). There is one school within the Mim&msa system in 
which no reverse movement is accepted as possible in such a 
deviation from the law, Man’s capacity is limited to retardation 
and stagnation. What is condemned as “Evil”, what leads to a 
regression of movement, is not recognised as a fact in this svstem or 
thought. When man could have moved forward at a certain 
pace, he retards his steps or puts a slop to his forward movement. 
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This alone is what is called s EviP' in this school. What is Evil 3 
according to this School t produces no effect. The re is nothing 
called an adverse effect. Either there is an effect, or there h 
lesser effect, or there is no effect* These are the only three possi¬ 
bilities, Production of lesser effect and absence of an effect are 
the consequences of "Evil” in this world. In both the schools 
within the Mimtimsa system, "Evil 11 Is only a deviation from the 
Law* It is not an independent "thing”. 

30* The lore inherited by ancient Indians also supported 
such a view of the world. Even in the absolute state, prior to 
differentiation, there was a Supreme Intelligence. Manifestation 
and differentiation are from that Absolute and by that Absolute. 
An Intelligence is intelligence because it Tunc lions according 
to a Law., and law is a law because it functions according to 
the will of that Intelligence. Thus* Intelligence and Law are 
inter-convertible terms. What was produced from that Supreme 
is not movement and change, but only differentiation. The 
prima I movement subsequent to differentiation is according 
to the Liw, and the people applied the term "Sacrifice*’ (Ytijfta) 
to it. The people were themselves performing the sacrifice 
and such sacrifices were only aspects of the Supreme, Primal 
"Sacrifice”* There is a gradation from the higher to the lower, 
in the case of the various agents in the form of the individuals, 
in tlieir approximation to the perfect Law. The first operators, 
the gods and the ctembgods and the Sages, adhered to the Law 
in their function, while the individuals deviated much Lrom 
the Law. Every individual has the capacity to work up a law r 
and to reach up to the prefect Law. Gods are already there 
in the stage of the perfect operation of the Law, and beings 
below man do not have that capacity in their present stage. 
Thus, Ethics, or operations of the Law, are confined to man. An 
animal or ;i tree cannot change its nature from w ithin; man can 
do it lor himself and also for the animals and the trees* r I"1uiS F 
an operation of law has application only to the activities of man. 
We can speak of "Good” and "Evil” only in relation to the 
actions of man. Animals and trees are out of bounds to this. 
For gods "Evil” has no scope 7 no place. 
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21, In the lore which the ancient Indians had inherited* 
there is practically no reference to “Evil 5 " and 1 ' Retribution' s . 
In the earliest phases of this lore there is absolutely on such 
reference. To them the world is a place where man can be happy. 
There arc references to the higher regions of light (SzKir) in the 
earliest texts representing such an inherited lore, namely, in the 
RgFida. Rut, they never regarded the Earth as a region of glrxsin. 
They could see the light from the earth and take the fullest 
advantage of that celestial light* The gifted people could have a 
clear vision of that region of light. Gods from that region come to 
the earth. There is no touch of even the faintest complaint againts 
any hard condition of life on the earth, found in that text. The 
whole text is pervaded bv a spririt of happiness and prosperity 
and contentment in life on she Earth. 

22 - It is true that ihe people had to face their enemies j 
but they were equal to the situation in which they found them¬ 
selves* They had Complete reliance on their own powers and 
on she guidance and hdp they were receiving from the gods, 
who were their companions and with whom they were in direct 
communion. One of the oldest texts relating to the exegesis of 
the Vedas, the Bfhai^dfmtd [an txtmsm treatise on the gnds qf the 
Rgvedti) contains a statement that the author had been able to find 
only very few passages where there is a prayer for the attainment 
of heaven. There is no mention of a HtU in the Rgvtdfi, This 
shows that the people did not consider the world a place of 
suffering, their true aim was never to find an escape from this 
place where men arc doomed to toil in vain and to get no joy at 
all in life. ' 

23. What is good is of a positive nature \ life according 
to the law consists of positive activity along the lines. “Evil** 
is not a real E "thing 1 ’ and there is no need to have ally avoidance 
of, or any abstinence from* what is evil. There is suffering ; 
there is cviL But, such things arc confined to the limited activi¬ 
ties of man and are not in the nature of the world as a whole. 
For all such evils, for all such consequent sufferings, there are 
remedies also in the world of limitations ; such remedies arc 
within the world itself and one need not escape from the world 
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to find relief from suffering. Evil and sufficing, in their generic 
naturCj arc deviations from the law ol Progrc.^i^iu which is ihr 
inith about the world. Even in the earliest times, i it the history of 
thought in India, we find this distinction drawn between the 
particular evils and sufferings in this world of limitations, with 
their remedies also within the world, and "Evil" and "Suffering” 
in their generic nature. Even the primal differentiation in ihc 
world, the original movement and change in the world, had 
taken a form, which is represented by the rituals which the people 
had been performing, 

24. They considered their rituals an integral part of the 
operation of the law of Nature; any deviation from such perform¬ 
ances was also considered as a factor of evil in this world ofchange- 
We find a condemnation of the people who were not performing 
such rituals. We find words like A-rali (one who does not make 
offerings) and A-yajvan (one who duos not sacrifice). Such terms 
should not be taken in their circumscribed application. In so 
Tar as their offerings and their sacrifice were ill conformity with 
the law of Nature, and came within the true law of Nature, 
and also represented, through visible examples, the operation of 
the law of Nature, there is the condemnation of the departure 
from such a course. What is condemned is not the refusal 10 
do a particular type of ritual ; what is condemned is the departure 
from the law of Nature in its widest scope. 

25. The terms J-nfff one who does make offerings) and 
A-yajwm (ohe who does not sacrifice) relate to the persons in 
whom “sin” abides. There are terms like Fuss and Ariihas 
which may he translated as “sin”. We need not go into the 
etymology’ of such terms, and it is not easy to trace out a complete 
etymology. There is also the term Z?ny\ which may mean 
‘Tatae** or “betrayal”. “Sin TT is a deviation from the Eight 
Pash ; this Path is the Vrsis ; Ordinance] of the gods, or it is 
$ta Moral Law . Gods are spoken of as Dhris-vrsts { holding 
up the Ordinance) and also as (tia-jata (bom within the Moral 
Law), Rta-jflti (knowing ihr Moral Law), Rln-pn (protecting 
1 he Moral Law) and so on. There is no god who is the creator 
of the Moral law ; nor is there a god who can control the Moral 
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Law, Gods can nnly guide man along the Path, Law is law 
because h is ihe Law of the worlds not because it has been promub 
gated by God ; and not at all because it has been created by God. 

26. The rituals which the people were performing should not 
be taken as exhausting the scope of the operation or the Moral 
Law ; they fall within the Moral Law and they typify that Law. 
‘“Evil” is a deviation from that Law in its widest application* 
Why does man deviate from the Path of the Law' ? It is this 
general problem that disturbed the minds of a few 1 gifted people. 
What they wanted was not an escape from this or that suffering. 
What exercised their minds was the problem why there should 
be such "Evil" in the form of a deviation from the Path of the Law p 
why there should be suffering at all* One of the greatest of the 
Poet-sages in the ffgveda asks the God Vanina what his Sin 
(Ejmj) was for which he is suffering. Another great poet* named 
Sunahsepa, makes constant references to the deviations from 
the Law, to +t rnprs T ’ and to "bondages™* Still another poet, 
named Dlrghafamas, speaks about "Ignorance 11 and the dawn 
of "Light 1 and the "Happiness and Immortality" arising from 
such "Light 11 , 

27. Stories have sprung round such passages and the poets 
who uttered such passages, that give a too materia list ie turn to 
the situation under which they made such references. The great 
philosopher-poet, Sunahsepa, has l>ecn converted into a young 
l«jy* son of a very poor man willing to sell one of the boys for 
getting money Lit support his other hoys and himself; a king 
purchases the boy to make an offering of him 10 the God Vanina 
and lies him to a stake, when the boy implores the various gods to 
save him front 1 ha i calamity* The ropes that hind him anti from 
which he wants Vanina to release him, become-, in this storv, 
actual ropes with which he is tied to a stake for making an offering 
of him to Vamoa. The poet’s name Sunahsepa has no part In 
the origination and development of such a story around him, 

28. The other great port-philosopher, Dirghatamas, lie- 
comes a blind man by birth, and his name itself means “one in 
long darkness”. He was relieved of his blindness by the gods 
when he prayed to them. In the test of [he figoeda h^ll, there 
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ore twenty-five poems composed by him* addressed to various 
gods* and in the last of them there is the story of how he "saw the 
Light”, and there is a glorification of the sense of immortality 
resulting from that 4 TlUimmaiioiv’ within. But, the story goes 
that when he was still in the womb, lie annoyed a sage who cursed 
him that he would be born blind. Both oi them are stories for 
the Laymen, and philosophy can ignore them. 

29. Sunahsepa speaks about the Law> according to which 
1 he su n and the moon move. He asks V aru na to drive away 
sins (Mrrti ), prays to Him that he may remain free from wrath 
(ahtfamam rj and to release him w hen he is bound- He was bound 
nn to three stakes and he implores that he may be delivered, that 
lie may he released. He wants Vanina to loosen the grips of his 
sins Unamsi) which he might have committed- The bonds are 
three-(bid, above, below and in the middle. He might have com¬ 
mitted many sins as ordinary men; may not Vanina hand him 
over to Death full of wrath, he prays. 

30- The prayers go on in this strain. There is frequent mention 
of the Law' and the power of Yanina and the bondages from 
which man suffers. There is repeated reference to his prayers hi 
the form of poetry to propitiate Yarupa so that lie might be 
released from the consequences of his sins. He desires that no 
part of his life may be robbed of him. There is enough indi¬ 
cation of physical para Id Is in the life of a man, when he is 
bound down with ropes to a stake for b ung offered to the angry 
gods for their appeasement. The story lhai has grown round 
the personality of ihri poet is a natural development from the 
contents of the poem. 

31. Dirghatamas starts his philosophical poem (coming 
at the close of the series of twenty-five poems) with a reference 
op the luminaries and to the appearance uf ihe world : how the 
gross world [aslhanmtil=wiih bones) is supported by die subtle 
{anasihai^hondfess) at the time of its appearance, he expresses 
his wonder as 10 who could have seen that event. He is him seif 
limited in his intelligence and cannot know, and so he asks 
about Nuch secret places of the gods. He* unknow ing the truth, 
asks of the wise poets who know. Contrasts between one who 
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know's and one who docs m>t know are bronchi in through various 
similes and metaphors, and such Similes and metaphors arc also 
introduced to indicate the nature of the world-process and the 
relation of the absolute to the phenomenal. The moist important 
of them relates to two birds of whom one enjoys the sweet fruits 
ol the tree while the other simply stares blank. Then is brought 
in the event of the “light” arising in him. This contrast bet* 
ween one who knows and one who does not know, is brought 
out very clearly by another poet philosopher, Brhaspali, when 
lie says that ordinary' men can only stare and listen, while they 
do not sk and do not fu&r. The immortal one w r hen he becomes 
wise and the mortal one in ignorance are companions in this 
world, according tc] I josh Diigahalamas and Brhaspati although 
there is a real distinction according to the latter, just as there is a 
distinction lie tween two lakes t ahhougli people can dive into 
both and have a bath. 

32. What is the real bondage which Sunahsepa was expe¬ 
riencing ? What is the blindness which Dirghatamas was suBer¬ 
ing from ? For the common people, they arc presented as the 
bondage with ropes in 1 he case of one condemned to l>e offered 
to the gods at the stake, and as the darkness in the case of one 
who is horn blind, ^unahsepa speaks or ihc Law and the un¬ 
fathomable Depth ■ tiburfkna). While Sunahsepa speaks of the 
physical ropes, Dirghatamas dors not, it must he noted, speak of 
any physical blindness. Sunahsepa must have been reeling his 
innate nature as infinite and as capable of moving according 
to a perfect law, and he must also have been feeling as his innate 
nature some perfect freedom. Yet he knew that he was ftmtitm- 
Ing in a way differing from the true nature of what could be a 
perfect Law- Dirghatamas was reeling the presence of some 
hidden*'Light” as an innate factor in him while he could not ser 
the real Truth with such a “Light”. 

33- I have taken up these two poet philosopher specially, 
as representing the two currents of thought that are observable 
in the latter-day philosophical systems. One currem is that of an 
imperfection in the function of the dynamic world as propounded 
in the Mimmsa system, and the other refers to an imper- 
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lection in knowing the * 'Absolute Reality* 4 as propounded in 
the VidanUx system. Sunal)sepa represents the former and Dirgha- 
tamas represent the later* There is no contrast* to say nothing 
of any conflict of approach, between the two currents ; the diffe¬ 
rence is only in the emphasis on the aspects of the world of exper¬ 
ience* 

34. In neither of these two modes of approaching the pro¬ 
blem of the nature of the universe is there any trace of the doctrine 
about "Evil 11 being a positive factor within the universe. 
What is called "Evil** is only a deviation, a vacuum, and the 
right approach to understand and function according to the 
real nature of the world is one of getting back the current of 
activity, away from such deviation, to the normal course by fill¬ 
ing up the lacunae in our knowing of the world. Both the 
approaches are also positive in nature* It is nut a mode of depart¬ 
ing or withdrawing from 411 Evil 0 of a positive nature. 

35* Wc have lu take Sunah^pa and Dlrghatamas as a 
pair. Due is complimentary to the other* Both together 
supply us with a complete and consistent philosophy relating 
to the nature of suffering and its cause, and die fruits of the re¬ 
medies that can be applied, the remedy of wisdom* The two 
approaches are generally pul as in mutual antithesis* one re¬ 
lating to active life and other relating to a life of perfect retire¬ 
ment and of freedom. But, ultimately, they are the same. There 
is a perfect Moral Law governing the dynamic world* There 
are the ordinary sufferings ; and lor such ordinary sufferings, 
there are the ordinary remedies. Such sufferings may be 
physical ; they may be super-phy steal* For the physical suilhr- 
ings, shere are the physical remedies by way of medical science, 
economics and politics. For the super-physical Sufferings, there 
is the super-physical remedy in religion and in the assistance 
which gods render. Bui, there is a transcendental suffering, 
which is produced by ignorance and by a consequent deviation 
from the operation of the Mural Law ; this suffering is of the 
nature of an unrest in the intellect consequent on the experience 
of 1 he presence of a phenomenon like suffering in the world. 
It is not this suffering Or that suffering \ it is suffering in 
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general as a phenomenon in the Constitution of the world of 
experieneCi 

36- If there is a perfect Moral Law t why should there be a 
suffering ? It is wisdom that removes this suffering through [he 
cessation of ignorance. There is no hint, in either of the approa¬ 
ches, that life as such is suffering* What is said is only this 
much that suffering is experienced in life. This is quite different 
ironi a doctrine of life being suffering* Even Sunahsepa, who 
speaks about sin and suffering in a very prominent way* never 
hints at a desire to terminate this suffering through the termina¬ 
tion of his life-span. On the other hand, he does not want Ills 
life-span being even reduced; and, like all [he pocis whose poems 
are included in the ffgvcda^ lie also prays for long life, for the full 
span of life alloled to man, 

37. It is the same philosophy that we see in the Upanistids 
jdso. There is some slight change in the terminology used tn 
the Upmis&ds. Word like Enas, Ambus and .Yi/rft, signifying 

the Rgi'fda were replaced by words like Pafiman, having 
the same meaning, in the Upartkads. Words for suffering like 

and Duhfcha also became rather popular in the Upnnif&tts* 
Rt&i as the Monti Order, lost its early Rgvtdk signification, 
and became equated with Satjn. or “Truth”, In the #gutda, 
1 he problem of man and his life was approached from the point 
of view of the phenomenal world with its active life of happiness 
in it for man ; in the Upaukads, the telescope was turned on to 
the Ultimate Reality in the Universe as the starting point. 
Thus, the active dynamic world was replaced by the Unchanging, 
the Absolute, in this transfer of the problem from the Rgvtda to 
the Upanuads. In the ftgueda, there is a balance between the 
ritualistic aspect and the * Vision 11 aspect in the intellectual life 
of the people, while in the Yajurptda and in the BwhmanaSj there 
is the prominence of ritualism ; and in the Upanisads, there 
is a corresponding dominance of “Vision**- 

38. The difference between the ultimate reality and 
the phenomenal world is not one of nature ; U is one of 
gradation. 1 do not want to dilate again on the point whether 
there is any real difference between absolute stillness and perfect* 
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rhythmic movement. The Absolute is one or the other, 1 he 
difference between the Absolute and the phenomenal is that the 
former is perfect while the latter is imperfect. Tims, perfection 
and imperfection, not stillness and movement, differentiate 
between the Absolute and the phenomena. It is the world of 
phenomena, the world of imperfection, dial comes within the 
eogniiiuii of man. Even in the case of the few who have studied 
all that is prescribed for study, what comes within their intellec¬ 
tual activity is contained in the phenomenal world. 

^g. The urge to know the real nature of the universe in 
which man finds himself is consequent on some ‘‘suffering”, and 
this suffering is consequent on some “Evil . This evil is not the 
evil that is ordinarily understood by the term ; ordinary evil 
is a dark stain or something, while the “Evil 1 of the inquiring 
man is of the nature of a blank, an imperfection. This imper¬ 
fection is ignorance, from the puint of view of “Vision”, audit js 
limitation i n movement Grom the point of view of Function. I hey 
are what are respectively represented in the philosophy of 
DTrghatamas and uf Sunahsepa, in the ftgvtda. I hi* “Evil 
and this “Suffering” or the philosopher must be distinguished from 
the evils and sufferings in the normal Siie of man. Such sufferings 
have their proper remedies in the scheme of the world itself, 
represented by science and religion. A philosopher will be 
going out ofhis legitimate field if he thinks of remedies for the 
sufferings of his fellow brings. This latter is the province for 
various professions following various sciences and religions, 

40. Sunnhsepa and Dirghatamas in the the various 

teachers in the Opmads like Vajnavalkya and Sanatkumara, 
not one of them was attempting to find a remedy lor the indi¬ 
vidual sufferings of man in his life ; they were exercised by the 
general phenomenon of suffering in the world, and by nothing 
else. There were various discussions, recorded in the £ rpmifatls, 
in the homes of the teachers when disciples, eugt i to know the 
“Truth” went to them, and also in the royal assemblies and in 
the courts of kings like Ajatasatru of Kasi and janaka where 
philosophers assembled- There is no him at all that they w ere 
agitated by the sufferings of the individuals in the world. 
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41. Wc cannot, further, detach the philosophy of the 
Upmisads from the find instructions given to a disci pie when 
he terminates his studies under a teacher, as recorded in the 
Taittirijvpajiifad , The disciple is asked T in his civic life, to 
speak out the truth he has known during ids studies, 10 lead 
a Lift* in conformity with the Law he has understood during 
his studies, never lea default* from the principles that he has 
studiedj 10 support the institutions, according to his abilities, 
in which he has had his education, to marry and to had 
a normal life continuing his family line, lu help the development 
oi welfare in the country, to discriminate between good and bad 
conduct in his private life, to carefully observe the conducts 
of representative people and guide himself in all case of doubt 
either in the matter of what is true or in the matter of what is good, 
to be liberal towards the needy and to spend where there is proper 
rxxasion and to have modesty, to be free from all icar and 
sympathetic in Ills relations with others. There Is not even a far 
distant hint in the Whole oi this instruction, about the possibility 
or advisability of renouncing the world at any later stage and of 
seeking happiness beyond or after JiJe in the world. 

42. Hie normal sufferings in life are not within the scope 
of philosophical discussions or philosophical “Visions'* of which 
we find records in the Rg&rda and in the UpanisaJs* If pessimism 
means an approach to the problems of life in w hich the world 
and I He in it arc thought of as being the “worst” possible, than 
which nothing can possibly be worse, without any hope or chance 
of relicl at any stage (with a complete termination and an absolute 
extinction as the only escape from life and its sufferings) then there 
is no point of contact between the Vedic philosophy and pessi¬ 
mism. If on the other hand optimism means an approach to ihe 
problems of life in which the world is thought of as bring “the 
moat happy”, than which there cannot be a happier condition, 
a place where, iT there is Evil and suffering, the remedies are 
also available within she scheme of the world Itself, a place where 
perfect happiness Is not merely a thcoritical probability but 
rather a practical possibility, then that b the term that will brat 
express the spirit of the philosophy of the Vedas. As between 
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the elements of suffering on one side and the elements ok happiness 
on the other side, the ratio is such that the element of suffering 
may even be ignored : such is the true philosophy or the Vedas. 
The real suffering, the philosopher’s suffering* is only for the few, 
and even for them the remedy is readily available. As for the 
people at large* the element of suffering bears only a very 
negligible proportion to the element of happiness. Such is the 
real nature of the world, as reflected in the Vedas, including 
both the jRqxwdff and the Upanuads. 

43. In a world conceived of in such a way, there is no 
place for a religion and for a teacher who would save humanity 
from “Evil*' and “Suffering 1 ". What is tailed “EviP T is not 
“what is". There “is” evil only n> the extent that it is experienced* 
It is something that vanishes. It is on account Q f the absence 
of a teacher or of a God who might save humanity from evil and 
suffering, in so far as the world contains the remedies for suffer¬ 
ings, and man can manage such protection from evil and suffer¬ 
ing by himself—it is on this account—that there is the charge 
of the Vedic religion lacking in an “ethical factor”. A “Moral 
God” is a God who rewards and punishes man according to man's 
virtue* and sins ; a Moral Teaching is that in which man is in¬ 
formed of such a God or a method of such a protection external 
to man himself. There is need for such a Moral God and for 
such a Moral Teaching in religion only tf “Evil 1 * is “what is" 
in the world and if man is not, in his own nature, able to get nver 
such a positive “Evil/* 

44. Butt the thoughts found in the Vedas, Lc., in the 
Rgneda and in the [fpanisads, do not exhaust all the currents 
of thought in that age- tn India. There were other parallel 
currents also. There were nations and communities that were 
a danger to the culture of die Vedic people ; vve do not know 
whether they were foriegn nationals* or whether such opponents 
were within or without their own country. There were some 
groups of people known as BrahmaeSms (extorting to hud out 
Brahman or the Absolute Reality) who led a life different 
from the normal. They were not at all the enemies of the Vedic 
people who worshipped the gods and w ho performed rituals 
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as representing an operation of the Laws of Nature. While the 
general people, including the poets, lived a normal, a Tull life, 
these lirohntocdfins Jived differently, suppressing and repressing 
Uvt'ir physical wants, growing their heard and wandering alx>ut, 
without any definite settled home lor lift. The material is too 
scanty to come to any real conclusions about their philosophy. 

43. There is nothing to indicate that even in the case 
of BrahmseSrims, there was any belief that the world is a 
place of sin and suffering. The most that could be said is that 
they looked for some transcendental happiness for from the 
phenomenal world. In the case of a general philosophy or the 
times, there is no indication that there was any element of an 
“Evil" in the case of the change ol'ihe Absolute into the pheno¬ 
menal. There is the phenomenal aspect side by side with the 
Absolutist aspect in the Universe, It is very doubtful whether 
the thinkers of the time developed a doctrine of a Iransfermation 
of the Absolute into the phenomenal, of the Infinite into the 
finite, 

46. h Is when we come to the religion of the Buddha that 
we see a real shift of emphasis, and a real disturbance in the ratio 
between the “Evil 1 ' and the “Good ’ elements in the world. All 
are agreed that when Gautama the Siddhartha became “Enligh¬ 
tened", became a “Buddha", he saw four fundamental Truths 
in the world ; and they ate that there is Buhkka (suffering) 
in the world, that there is an origination for it, that there is a 
termination for it and that there is a way to terminate it. It is 
here that for the first time in the history of thought in India 
we find “Suffering" given a basic position in the system of thought 
about the nature of the world. There arc references to “Evil” 
and suffering in the earlier thoughts in India ; but they either 
relate to the normal sufferings in the life of man, or are only 
casual, 

47. On ihe Jhctr oHt, it may appear that the Buddha started 
a pessimistic philosophy, the philosophy of suffer ing [ n |j ie |jf c Q f 
man as a major ivsu*, iu Bering as an integral and important 
factor if. man's life. Bui wc have to consider the environments m 
which the Buddha had this “Illumination". He was born in an 
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aristocratic family with a royal status. He had married ant! 
had a son, At that stage, he decided to renounce the world 
and take to the life of a hermit, a monk, a wandering Bh&khtt 
(mendicant). He then received i raini ng under he rmIts who had 
lj;cn resorting to suppressions and repressions or man’s passions 
to get over suffering and to reach the true happiness beyond 
worldly life. He was disillusioned ; lie took to his own-method 
of introspection and he received the “Enlightenment”, 1 he story 
goes that in his e.irly life he had seen death, old-age and disease 
and his heart was pained at such suffering in man’s life. Then 
it was on seeing a monk that he decided to abandon the world 
hi search of escape ironi life that is lull of suffering. 

48. Certainly, the Buddha did not start a system ol monastic 
order ; LF it were sn, he could not have seen a monk. What 
he could have done is only to organic the existing Order after 
his attainment or Ruddha-hood (Enlightenment), since lie 
was not satisfied with the methods adopted by the monks for 
release from suffering. He must have been a sensitive Soul, 
he must have been thinking of the emptiness ol the stt-called 
enjoyments in the world of which he had only an excessive 
share in early life In his royal home. He must also have been 
meeting the monks, and he must have felt that their life was far 
happier than that of a prince in the palace. From the methods 
adopted by the monks to secure release from suffering, by way of 
suppressions and repressions, we may conclude that they must 
have been developing a philosophy of “Suffering in Life , 
a philosophy in which “Evil” is a positive thing that “is” and 
can be got over only through positive methods ol avoiding 
them. If" Evil’ T has no positive n aturc, i f it we re only a blank to 
be filled up, the method would have been active steps to fill up 
the blanks and not active steps to remove some stain of a 
positive nature. 

41 j. Here there is a fundamental difference between the con¬ 
ception of “Evil” as developed in the Vcdic philosophy and the 
conception of “Evil’’ as developed by such ascetics. 1 he Buddha 
realised that their methods were not the right ones and that 
he had to follow another path. If the “Illumination that he 
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had were only about the positive and real nature of "Evil” in 
the world, [here would have l>een no need for him to change his 
course from what the ascetics had been following to what he 
adopted. {hat there is Dukkka {suffering} in the world was known 
to him ; otherwise he would not have renounced his life in Ike 
world of suffering. So the chief content of the '‘Illumination” 
mus 1 be the truth that what is called “Suffering” is not a positive 
and integral factor in the world, but only a casual adjunct that 
had an origination. The remaining two factors in the “Truth” 
which he saw' in his “Illumination” follow from this nature of the 
suffering, that suffering is not the nature of file, that it is only 
an accident in life. The expansion of the fourth item in the four¬ 
fold truths, namely, the “Eight-fold Path” is also in conformity 
w ith such an interpretation or the nature of the “Enlightenment” 
which the Buddha had received. Mot one of the eight items sug¬ 
gests a suppression or repression of a positive evil. They are all 
(he very opposite of that, poritiue wavs to fill up a vacuum in life. 

5 °- ln il« Upanipidi, the word Asmda (Bliss} is very 
prominent ; words like Swas (Beat [tide) and Pnyas (enjoyment:, 
are brought into antithesis with each other. The former restores 
man to his real nature of eternal bliss while the latter continues 
man m his life of chequered joys. In ihc later Vedic literature, 
namely the Brdmanas, we find mention of the name framana. 
What is found prominently in later Buddhistic literature a 
the wise people among the Monastic Order organised by the 
Buddha- The term means “one who exerts”; and the exertion 
must have been to attain to the positive Brahman, and it must have 
been another term for the BrakmacBri*t, who, as the term signifies, 
lived a hie in search Brahman or the Truth- Asrsma is a familiar 
term in later Vedic literature, and it means “a stage" in the |jfe 
of man. The word also is derived from the same root as the word 
Sramma, and means a stage in the exertion «f man in his life. 
There is another word tn the Buddhist literature, namely Vihartt 
; a monastery j which actually means “enjoyment”, The verbal 
form “VUardmi’\ meaning “I live in enjoyment", is also V ery 
Iimminent in the Buddhist literature, and is usually translated 
as **I live f \ 
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^I + In determining the philosophy of the Buddha, we cannot 
ignore such antecedents and environments. All these things show 
ihai while the Buddha was dissatisfied with the empty luxuries in 
his Palace in Ids early life, he must have l>een more dissatisfied 
with the efforts of the ascetics (whose company he joined alter 
his renunciation) by way oi positive steps like suppressions and 
repressions of what “is noi 11 by nature 7 of what is only an accident 
in the world, of the "Evil". The Buddha very often speaks about 
the physical mortifications he had suffer in the company and 
under guidance of such ascetics* and this never at al 3 with 
approval. Taking the antecedents and environments relating to 
the Buddha’s “Enlightenment” about the four-fold Truths, the 
only conclusion possible is that the Buddha restored the original 
Ycdic philosophy of the world being “good’ by nature, the 
philosophy of Evil” being only an accident, merely a vacuum, 
replacing it by the philosophy of positive work to fill up the 
vacuum instead of pushing away a shadow* The termination of 
this accident of suffering is what is called 

53, The Buddha himself could terminate this suffering! 
which was only an accident in onc T * life and not at all an integral 
factor of it. His teaching it to others had no value or significance 
unless others too could similarly terminate ihis accident of suffer¬ 
ing in their life. The Buddha continued his life even after the 
term! nation of his suffering; if he did not, he was no Buddha, Is it 
possible to say that a termination of all sufferings and still a con¬ 
tinuation of life in a physical body in this world are the monopoly 
of a si ngle individual, denied to everyone other than the Buddha 
himself? How can we reconcile such an interpretation nf the 
doctrine of the Buddha wish the Buddha's own nature as the 
embodiment of compassion ? Is u not an ascription ol an invi¬ 
dious distinction between him and the people at large / Is it 
possible ihai the Buddha had told his disciples* “1 could terminate 
my suffering and continue my life ; but you can terminate 
suffering only through termination of your whole being ! 

53. When we speak of the nature of suffering in the teachings 
of the Buddha, there is one more important factor that has to lie 
seriously considered. What was the suffering that he had in mind 
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tv hen lie gave out the nature of the “Four Truths* 1 tn that fbnr 7 
Is it possible that the Buddha had in his mind [he normal 
sufferings of the ordinary people? Or, was his problem one 
relating to existence of suffering in general in tins world ? It is 
true that a ll generaP J can be comprehended only through a 
+ 'particular". The problem or suffering in general could have 
arisen in the mind of the Buddha only through some particular 
cases of snlfering 1 at the sight of individual cases of disease 
and old-age and death. If we say that the Buddha in his Four* 
ioid Truth and in his Fighdbk! Path prescribed remedies against 
diseases and old age and death and against the caste system 
and its inequalities and against slaughter of animals in the 
name of God, and against poverty (and injury to person and 
property) among the people, it is to debase his whole teaching* it 
is to convert a great Teacher of Truth to a member of a “Social 
Service Organisation/' It will be a travesty of truth to say 
that the Buddha saved humanity by prohibiting animal sacrifice 
and by abolishing the caste-system. He knew that there were 
medical practitioners and also a government with law and police 
and jud>eiary r to help the citizens who were suffering. He was 
not a politician* he was not a professional ; lie was not a social 
reformer. He was a philosopher, and his sufferings were the 
sufferings ol a philosopher, an intellectual unrest of a trans¬ 
cendental nature. 

54 - In the record* of the teachings of the Buddha preserved 10 
us in the form of the Pali Tipi takas {Three baskets) there a re the 
three pans named the linaya (discipline) a thei/dfa {doctrine) and 
the Ahhidhamma [philosophy). The first and the last arc entirely 
connected with the NTe of the monks in the mqnastriia, and even 
in the second, considerable portions relate to ihe monks. The 
Vedas, including the Uponifads, grew up within city life, relating 
to the life of the ordinary people in the* phenomenal world. The 
Buddha's teachings had the environment of renunciation, and he 
addressed mainly to the monks. The Upanifads had ihe environ¬ 
ment of active life in homes and in Palaces. That is why there is 
this distinction between the teachings of the Buddha and the 
teachings found in the Upanisstis relating to the nature of life in 
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the world, and the reason why there is this emphasis on the Bufikha 
(suffering ) aspect in life m the teachings of Lhc Buddha. He 
speaks about happiness in life when he addresses the ordinary 
people, and a whole chapter in the Dhammapadn is devoted to tins 
aspect. He speaks with great approval about learning and rituals 
and norma! life with, family in the world. He condemns the/orm 
of asceticism when the person has not attained to the right stage 
ibr renun cation. He never said that happiness was possible only 
when the body dropped down* when life in the body was 
terminated. What he regarded as suffering, in his addresses to his 
disciples who are monks belonging to his order, is not suBering 
to the common man. The common man takes such events as 
matters of course and puts up with them cither as negligible 
accidents or as steps to happiness. The Buddha recognised this 
feature in the nature of the world and in the nature of life in It, 
There is no radical difference between the teachings of the 
Buddha and of the Ujmnnads. What differences there may 
be were brought about by the difference in the environments 
in which the two sets of Leaching* were imparted, the environ¬ 
ment of asceticism and the environment of a full life. Both aspects 
are in both the systems ■ but there is a difference in their ratios* 
There is happiness in the world : and, if there is suffering 
also, there arc proper and efleetive remedies available in the 
scheme of the world h for such sufferings; a philosopher need not 
play the role of a member of a Social Service League. The role of 
a philosopher is to seek solution to Lhc higher problem as to why 
there is suffering In this worlds To this extent, both the Buddha 
and the philosophers of the Upmiiads gave identical teachings. 

- Buddhism started as an organisation oi ascetics ; later 
it became a religion entertained by people at large. At this 
stage, Buddhism brought about some great changes in the notion 
oPEvir in the Indian thought. According to the Vedie thought, 
what is called the “good TT is a positive entity in the world> What 
in railed the ”RviT has only a very minor role to play in the \ cdic 
scheme of life. It was in Buddhism that the "Evil*’ began to get 
some "LTii|>oFtanrc ; there came alx>itt T as a consequence, a 
negative form for what was it positive entity in, the \ edas, 
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namely, die dement of the "good”: what is good turned to he an 
absence of what is “EviPV'Evil” being looked upon as some thing 
positive in nature. The "Five Vows” (Pafcafltu) of Buddhism, 
attributed to the Buddha himself and forming a cardinal lact or 
iti Buddhism along with she Four Truths and the Eight-fold 
Path, arc all negative in character, an abstinence from “Evils 1 * 
which according to Buddhism, must he positive in nature. 

5^h This is a great shift, a shift from what uas positive 
to what ij negative in the nature of the "good”. Although 
Such a negative notion of what is good has its mHuencc in Indian 
thought nf later stages, what is good remained ever a positive 
entity, and a new interpretation had to lx? given to this negative 
aspect, to this abstinence from 4 F,vtt r \ According to this later 
interpretation, abstinence is not a voluntary, positive activity of 
the mind; it is only a denial or an occasion for what is prohibited 
to make its appearancr in man's life. M a matter of fact, when 
this point had to be discussed in the system of philosophy in later 
times, they could not gel an example from the Vcdit texts, and the 
examples cited in such later treatises arc all artificial* and not 
natural like those in the context qf the “Five Vows” of Buddhism. 
“Thou sbak not kill a wise man” and "Thou shalt not drink 
alcohol* 1 are passges taken up to illustrate “Prohibitions” ; 
but they are not passages really existent in the Vedas, 

57- Another great change that came about in Indian 
thought refer* to the relation nf man and woman, in the life 
of the nation. In [he Vcdic scheme* no man could lead a full 
moral life. In the religious sense of the word, unless he had married 
and had children, unless he led a full family life. The 
h full of references to the birth of children as major factors In 
a f till life. Matt has no religious life without a wife* A woman 
was a full partner in the life of the man both in his secular and in 
his religious life* A man could not kindle his "Sacred Fire” in 
ihe home for the per forma nee his daily worship without a wife, 
and all later forms or religious ritual required the association 
of a wife* The story about Sri Rama is well-known that after 
he had discarded his Queen, he had to make a gulden effigy of the 
Queen to perform his great Royal Ritual in so far as he did not 
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want to have a second wife anti in so far as he had abandoned 
his first. 

38. Tn Buddhism, association with women in wedlock 
is sanctioned Tor the ordinary people, and violation of such rela¬ 
tionships is condemned m severe terms ; but It is an aspect of 
“Evil 1 * and is prohibited lor the monks ; women lead men away 
from the "Goal’*, and form a barrier across his path to the goal. 
Buddha himself had discarded his Queen ; he cnicnairtcd women 
into the “Order”, which he had organised, in the earl ter stages, 
while a change seems to have occurred even in his own attitude 
towards the problem* and in the later stages he refused to admit 
them into the Order and it was only in the most hesitant way that 
he allowed his own foster-mother to join the Order. He also 
prophesied decadence in the purity or the Order by the entry of 
women into it. 

5Q. We cannot definitely say how far the texts recording the 
teachings of Buddha do correctly represent the actual teachings 
given by Buddha himself, any more than we can sav how far the 
available text of the Afahd&karata represents the work of Veda 
Vyasa who is recognised as a contemporary of the events narrated 
in that grcaE Epic ; this is also the ease with the text of the 
Bhagavad Gita 7 which is also recognised as Ehc actual words in 
which Sri Krishna gave his icachings to Arjuna* But the 
Pals texts must contain much that Buddha himself gave out m 
his disciples in the form of Sermons and discourses. One thing 
is certain that in course of time, i fir re was a great divergence 
in the two courses of thought from each other, the current of 
Vedic thought and the current of the teachings of Buddha as 
transmitted by his disciples and their successors. 

6o + Life is “Evil” by nature and one has to withdraw 
from it through conscious, deliberate efforts : this is the doctrine 
transmitted along the Buddhistic channel. Life in its uhimaie 
nature is good, and one must avoid the entry tnlo it of the accidents 
of sin : this is the doctrine that existed in the Vedic thoughts. 
Buddhism accepted ^Family Life 11 as one among* the “Evils”, 
In its philosophical sense originally, and even in its nrdinarv 
sense at a later stage, and condemned it along with Brinks 
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and other “Evils* \ In the Vedic thought there is no good life 
for man without a partner in wedlock, and without a full family 
life. Evil can find a place only in a vacuum ; sin h a blank in 
the real nature of the world, produced through inactivity, and if 
there is a full life led by man, there is no scope for “Evil” : such 
is the doctrine of the Vedas, But the Buddhistic current left 
its indelible mark in Indian thought, though it did not obliterate 
the full significance of the Vedic Thoughts. It was only one among 
the many currents of thought-developments in India that could 
preserve the original doctrine in its purity, even with a vengeance, 
namely* the doctrine that there is nothing that can be called 
a positive Evil ; what is called Evil is only such a blank or 
a vacuum in the continuum of good deeds that form the real 
nature of life in the world, 

6t. Latter-day Buddhism dealt with the problem of the 
nature of life and of the world in a more systematic way than what 
is found in the records of the original teachings of Buddha, Life 
is suffering ; experience is illusion. Life cannot continue after 
the termination of suffering, rather, shere can be no termination, 
of suffering so long as life continues j nor can life continue after 
the termination of illusion, rathcr T there can be no termination 
of illusion so long as life continues. The Vedic philosophy, 
especially the philosophy of the Ifpanisads, had to adjust itself 
to the changing environment, to the prevailing outlook in the 
country regarding the nature of the world and of man and of life. 
What survives suffering and illusion may not be the life function 
and the sentience process as they are known wi thin the field of 
phenomenal experience, and yet a positive reality and a subjective 
realisation survive suffering and illusion : this is the point of 
view taken up by the systems of thought in the later stages of 
the development of Indian philosophy. An Evil, the philoso¬ 
pher^ Evil, Is admitted to be the starting point for she world 
process, and the Evil has a termination allowing the positive good 
to survive its disappears nr e + 

62. The philosophy taket up the same point of 

view as the Uptinifadf or Buddha, Perhaps the starting point 
is nearer to Buddha than to the Upanhadi t in so far as there 
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the enunciation of 1 'Suffering 1 * in the world as the basis For 
philosophical inquiry, Such a philosopher's suffering comes 
to an end when there is true knowledge arising in man as a result 
ol rationalistic investigation into the problem of man and the 
world. Dtefd ha (suffering) is of the nature or a lack or dwrimina- 
lion between three (dements, which are disc inet from une another* 
and which arc known as mutually in ter-linked in an inextricable 
manner* There is the Prakfti (the Nature) w hich in its absolute 
form must be a combination of three Yemenis in equipoise* 
namely* the material aspect and the energy aspect and the 
objectivity" aspect of the external world that is known ; 
this combination, naturally in equipoise, is known as having 
fallen into a state of flux, not one of the three constituents being in 
equipoise w r ith the others ot any location or at any time. Then 
there is the pure sentience, which is neither the agent of action 
nor the cxperiencer of the fruit of action ; and still st is known 
as doing and experiencing. Thus there is an admixture of three 
elements in the phenomenal world which three ought to be kept 
distinct from one another, the absolute and undifferentiated 
nature, the diflerentiftted nature and die sentience,. Such an 
experience of a truth in some other way is the DtMha in the 
world, the suffering in the world. The 14 Evil" is die metemor- 
phosis of the Absolute and ihe pure into a differentiation and 
into an amalgum. Wit Inn this metemorphosis there is the di» 
ti net inn between good and bad, and there h also provided within 
it the necessary methods of avoiding what is bad and retaining 
w hat is good ; hut ihe method or avoiding the ‘■Evil" which is of 
a primaiy nature, is not normally provided within lids metemor* 
phosis s and that method is what is taught in philosophy* 

G3. 1 his “ Evil is of the form of ignorance, and ignorance 

is a blank in sentience. To that extent “Evil" i* not what it 
luos kq1 2 it is t but if will noi It. 1 l has only such a limited reality of 
a positive nature. True knowledge terminates the "Evil” in the 
form of ignorance. But how did this “Evil" originate ? The 
only answer that can be given is, L \ do not know' 1 . The cause is 
given as Adrsto, what is not seen, what cannot be seen. It is some 
i n 5 cru table factor. ^ 1 an s I [in i ted rati on a 3 ism ca n not go be ynnd 
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this limitation of the differentiated, and as such, reason itsdl 
demands that this primal cause of differentiation, which cause is 
outside of differentiation, h outside the scope of reason. That is 
why it is spoken of as Adrsia, what is not seen. Such an Aitjta ls the 
"Evil 11 in the world. The pure sentience gets its sentient powers 
slightly h hinted, and this imperfection is what is called suffer tug, 
the philosopher's suffering. The power to restore the perfect 
nature of the sentience is within the scheme of the differentiation 
though not normally and though not for all, and the method is 
rationalism, which will take the individual to the transcendent 
"Vision 15 . Reason must he accompanied by some discsphnes* 
which are both physical and mental, and such disciplines are 
taught in the system known as the Yoga, There is no system of 
thought in India which does not recognise the indispensiblc 
nature of this discipline, whether they agree or not on the nature 
of the “EviP £nd of suffering. Such a philosopher's “Evil 11 
is recognised in the Ny&ja system also + just as in SMkhya the 
Adffta was the primal cause of the metemorphosii of the pure 
sentience into a part of a complexity with the Prakrii an 
arnalgum, producing d \ffcrentiadoiL in this uniform Nature, in 
the JVajftj system Loo there is an Adr^a recognised, as the root of the 
phenomenal world. This JfjAja system recognises a God also 
as responsible for the change or the uniform matter into a differen¬ 
tiation, The JVyaj a system does not recognise a "pure sentience 51 
except in this Ck>d. Else where* sentience is produced and mo¬ 
mentary, In the absolute stage, there Is neither know ledge nor 
ignorance, neither happiness nor suffering. There is just the 
existence of an entity that emi know and that am experience, 
while God always knows. 

6^. In the Mlmdmsa system, there is no raujf for the 
phenomenal world, there Is no metemorphosis of an absolute 
into phenomena. The world as a dynamic mechanism is there* 
it was always there and will ever be there. In the movements 
within the parts* there can be an accord to the absolute mechani¬ 
cal law of the dynamic world, there can he a deviation, there 
can be a retardation, there can be a temporary stop, as it 
were (though there is no absolute stop; s and there can even 
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be a reverse movement ; this last possibility is not accepted in one 
School with hi the Mimariisd. While in the Jfjfajfa system, the 
“Evil” or AdrsfUs is controlled by God, neither the Safikkya nor 
the Mhnddud system accepts a God, u lt must be there j I do not 
know what U is T whence it is. how it is 1 *- Tills is their position. 
In the Mhnnmtd system, there is no Primal Adrsfa or “Evil \ But 
man's action produces a two-fold effect, one that is tangible 
and the other intangible, and this latter is what is called Adrsia, 
Such an idisfa or mSCTutable Factor in man’s activities cannot be 
called “Evil" at ail in the Mlrrariisd system. It is mainly this 
factor in man’s activities that produces the “Evolution* in 
the world, and as such, it is the BL Good 3 in the world. This 
Adis fa can be designated “Evil 11 , only when there is a movement 
in Lhc direction which is the opposite or the law of Nature. 
In the School of Mlmdriisd where such a reverse movement is dpt 
recognised, til ere is no “Evil” at all in the world* Even in the 
other School where such a reverse movement is recognised as a 
possibility, it Forms only a small factor, 

G3. In the Ytdanla system, there are different .Schools of 
thought. In the Aduaita or Monistic School, the source of tills 
metemorphusis is termed Afdydj which can be called ^Illusion 1 - 
This Afajdj as such, and the entire products of the Maya too, can¬ 
not be spoken of either a* '-it is" or as “it is not”. It is also spoken 
or as ignorance {Avidyd) . There arc again two main sub-sections 
of this School, one section holding that this Afdyd abides in the 
Absolute, the Brahman t and the other section holding that It is 
outside of, and parallel to, the Absolute. According to the 
School of VtiiffddmUa or Qualified Monism, the metemorphosis 
is due to the Will or God, which is spoken of as God "a. Sport 
( lhara 4 Ud j. In the third School of Dualirns Dmita) + the 
differences arc absolute and eternal. Accordieig to this last 
School, there is no “Evil 1 * as the cause of differentiation. Evil, 
just as in the Ayu)* 3 System, is only within the differentiated world, 
in contrast to “Good 11 , In all ihe systems and in .ill the Schools 
within the systems, “Evil" has an end, whether “Evil™ is primal 
or only within the differentiated world. 

66, There arc several stages through winch the doctrine 
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Evil has passed- I here k ihc early Vedic age, there is the 
a^tol the Upanifadt; then come the age of Buddhism, followed by 
the age ol the Systems of Philosophy 1 ’. A distinction between 
the Absolute nature of the universe and the phenomena! nature 
ol the world as it is experienced, is common to ail the stages. 
If tite absolute nature can be known, that knowledge alone is 
true knowledge, and all other eases or knowing arc phenomenal 
experiences. Religion and sciences and also the views about 
tile absolute nature of the world arrived at through rationalistic 
process come within the purview of phenomenal experience. 
I rue knowledge is what, is contemplated in die super-rationalistic 
systems of MimMia and Vedanta. There is such a reality as the 
Absolute Truth and there is a mode of realising it. Such direct 
and immediate experiences cannot be communicated in language 
and yet they are not absolutely beyond the sphere of communica¬ 
tion through language. It is this latter communication through 
language (of an imperfect nature) about the true nature of the 
Absolute, that is tailed the Veda, in the Vedic systems of philoso¬ 
phy. They indicate the direction of the “beyond"; they may 
not state the lull nature of that beyond. 

by. Ah between the two elements constituting tfa.e complex 
Oiour phenomenal experience, the ultimate truth must be along 
i he hne of what we experience as a positive reality and also along 
the line of what we experience as “happiness". The phenomena 
and the suffering are die results of some inscrutable shifts in the 
real nature qf the Universe, according to most of the systems 
oJ thought, though some do mo accept such a shift at ail ; an 
element ol “ignorance" is accepted throughout the systems of 
thought. Such an ignorance is the source of the experience of an 
imperfect nature within a perfect Universe. What is “Evil" 
is ultimately of die nature of nescience, and what is good is of the 
nature cl "science", flic philosopher is concerned only with this 
primary stage of the process of experience, which experience 
contains both good and evil, both happiness and suffering. In 
the matter of the individual cases of suffering, they all fall within 
the sphere or the sciences and of religion ; a philosopher 
has nothing to do with it. It is the sciences and the religion that 
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are purposive ; philosophy has no “"purpose'' in tin 5 ul 

term* 

68 . Even in the matter or the shift of the Universe ol a 
perfect nature into an imperfect phenomena, fallin g within our 
experiences producing the distinction between nescience and 
science* between suffering and happiness, between pure philoso¬ 
phy and purposive sciences and religion, it is the nescience and 
its effects that are accidents ; what is permanent, what is the true 
nature, is science in Its ultimate significance, with its consequence 
in the from of happiness in its absolute significance. Even in 
the stage of the shift from the absolute into the phenomena 
of experience, there is nn topsy-turvy turn of the machine* 
What there is is only an unevenness in the road, and the machine 
can still move, perhaps with some jerk and shake* There is no 
damage in the machine that is beyond repair, that demands 
a complete abandonment of the machine* The tools and the 
experts for the necessary repairs and over-haul are provided 
within this scheme of the shift itself* What is 41 Evil" in the re¬ 
gion of religion is the failure to make use of the tools and the 
experts during the course of the journey by means of such an 
imperfect machine* The cause of suffering which a philosopher 
deals with is what philosophy may term an “Evil”. The source 
of suffering a; a consequence of the inscrutable cause* for 
which religion provide; the necessary corrective, may be termed 
^Stn” But the cause of suffering for w hich sciences provide the 
remedies aft not called “sin* J ; we may call them “mistakes . 
“Evil 11 is that imperfection which the philosopher handles, which 
is not within the sphere of religion and of sciences, 

6 g. There are four different gradations in tha imperfection 
within the world, that produces different gradations of sufferings 
also. There a or the sufferings for which the sciences provide the 
remedies} sufferings for which religions provide the remedies, 
sufferings for which rationalistic thought provide the remedies 
and finally, the *‘Suffering 1 ' 1 for which supra-rationalistic philo¬ 
sophy provides the instrument for termination. In all cases, 
nescience is the cause* Nescience has no reference to individual 
cases of suffering, what come within the scope of sciences and 
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religion ; Rcaacncc has reference to suffering in ks universal 
aspect, 

yo. Such a classification is true of all the systems of thought 
in India, including the teachings of Buddha. It is only in the 
Inter growth wl Buddhism that there is a change of view noticablc. 
In such a later growth, “Evil 41 and suffering got identified with 
the world and life o) man in the world. What u is evil and 
w’hat is good is what it ml, what is designated Aiiyw. void, 'litis 
latter-day aspect of Buddhism may he designated as “Pessimism”. 
Bui such a current of thought within India was only an accident. 
Orthodox, thinkers in India considered it to be a perveision of the 
true teachings of Buddha, and it disappeared within the systems 
o! thought in India. There is no diflerence between the Four 
Truths of Buddha and the basic doctrines of Indian thoughts 
regarding the nature of Evil and Suffering. 



CHAPTER XXI 

THE GOAL 


l + Man is litre. Every man knows that lie started the 
journey at a particular moment of time, and every man knows 
also that others too started on their respective journeys at sonic 
particular moment of time. Every man knows further that 
those who had started their journey had also lo terminate 
iheir journey at some particular time, and reason demands that 
those who have already started on their journey will have to 
terminate their journey at some particular moment of time. 
Man’s life is an event, and an even t is what has come into existence 
at some time and what will vanish at some time. 

2 . Man does not know whence he came into this world and 
why, Man does not know either whether there is a whither for 
hU journey. Did the men who had terminated their journey 
come lo the end of their journey or were they dropped out in the 
middle ? Einstein says* ls Tb enquire after the meaning or object 
of one's own existence or of creation generally has always seemed 
to me absurd from an objective point of view.' 5 It is not a 
question of a particular individual enquiring after the meaning 
and object of one's own existence or of creation generally. 
Man has been doing it ; man does it. We may reasonably 
presume that man will continue to do so. It is this problem that 
a philosopher takes up in his inquiries. We cannot ignore what 
has bsen In existence always ; we cannot condemn as absurd 
what always was ; Einstein also says, 4 'An individual who would 
survive after his physical death is also beyond my comprehension 
nor do I wish it otherwise; such notions are for the fears of absurd 
egoism of feeble souls/ 5 Here also, we cannot ignore the fact 
that man has always entertained some notion of a survival 
after a physical death. Einstein has added s “Enough for me the 
mystery of the eternity of life". This is just what a philosopher 
also ponders over. If there is an eternity of life, lias not the in¬ 
dividual life some sort of eternity, at least as an aspect of the 
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eternal life? Are births and deaths the absolute beginnings 
and absolute ends for individuals while the phenomena of birth 
and death are eternal? Or are births and deaths only appea¬ 
rances and disappearances of aspects of what is eternal ? 

3 - Modern science docs not consider the problem relating 
to the indivIdual man, not even of man in general, as a matter 

am prions scientific investigation, Life came as an accident 
and may disapjjcar, while the world was prior to life and will 
survive lift . th is is the scientists viewpoint. Matter and energy 
did not come from a mere nothing as an accident and may not 
disappear into a nothing ; why should Life he anything different 
Irom Matter and Energy', in this respect? Just as aspects or 
matter and of energy come and go, while matter and energy' 
are neither produced nor destroyed, why should it not be like 
this tliai “Life’' too is neither produced nor destroyed, while 
aspects of Life may come and go ? 

4 + r roust draw a distinction between 44 Destiny fl and 

GoaS . I he end is ai the point where something drops out and 
the destiny is the point to which some extraneous power drags 
a thing. Goal is the point where one plans to go. The first is in 
science, the second is in religion, and the third it is that is within 
philosophy. Neither science nor religion sublatcs the position 
taken up in philosophy, while the philosopher's position Sets 
aside the positions taken up by science and religion. In philosophy, 
the point reached is ascertained and the method of reaching 
the point is planned according to a law governing the world 
Neither the “End" nor the -Destiny” calls for any inquiry ; it isj 
the “Goal” that comes within the sphere of a philosopher's 
rationalistic thinking. 

5. A point as a destination may cither Ixr what marks an 
extension from the starting point or what marks a migration from 
the starting point. The drat is what is called Heaven and the 
second is what is called Release. There are very few systems of 
thought where the first position of an extension from the starting 
point of “Life" has been accepted ; in practically all systems or 
thought the destination marks an escape from Life, a Migration 
from somewhere where there is suffering to somewhere where 
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there is no suffering. In Indian thought, there is a shift from the 
former pcmuon to the latter. The first position is taken up in 
such a system of thought in which tire world is recognised as a 
place of happiness* where life is a joy, in which there may be 
limitations that arc capable of being moved hack farther and 
farther. In the second position* the basic assumption Is that the 
world is a place of suffering, that life in such a world is the conse¬ 
quence of sin. In Indian thought there h;is been a change from 
oiic to the other* during its development from the early stages to 
the later stages, 

6, Even during the earliest times of which we have any 
record about the developments of thought in the country* the 
firm foundation has been laid for the edifice of a stable philosophy 
about the problem of man and the world and the life of man in the 
world. The world is a full world* it a a "Whole* 1 ,. Man is in 
thissvorld and there is no possibility of any migration Tor man from 
tills w r orld. A house can. have apartments, gardens and other 
parts ; but the house Is there as a complete unit, and men do not 
go out of his home in their normal life. There may be move¬ 
ments within the world, but there is no movement from the world 
into another location. 

7- The Vedas arc not the teachings of any Individuals ; 
they are the records about the truth of the world* as known to the 
people of those times. The main Veda relates to the great Moral 
Law that govern the movements in the dynamic world and also 
it relates to the absolute nature of the world. Then there arc 
subsidiary aspect* of the world dealt with in subsidiary Vedas, 
Thus there is the Gsndkaruavfda or Veda relating to music, the 
Aytiroeda or the Veda relating to medicine or science of life, the 
Jfd{ymda or ihe Veda relating to dancing* and the Bkmmveda or 
the Veda relati ng to archery' or war i n general. Every know ledge 
is an aspect of the Veda. The world as a unit, is a whole, and 
every' part of it is self-contained^ That is how there is a remedy 
for any disturbance or imperfection that may come out in the 
machanism of the world, provided w ithin the world itself. There 
is no God outside the world and there is no God *3 world other than 
the world of man. Such a philosophical structure was erected on 
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firm foundations* and the structure endured even after such a 
long lapse of time; some portions might have been discoloured 
through the influence of weather, there might he some oldish 
appearance in other parts, there might have been repairs 
or additions in still other parts, and other small parts 
may have been pulled down. Yet the structure remains 
in tact, strong and fit for human habitation with ru danger 
of any collapse, 

B. This is the Vedic structure of philosophy, ard in such 
a scheme there is no migration from this into another world ; 
this is the whole and there is no another. That is why wc find 
in the Veda an atmosphere of happiness and contentment* with 
no fear of dangers within the world, with no dependence on 
another, either as a God or m a Saviour., with no eagerness to 
escape fry ui I his wo rld. The 4 'rnpes of Varun a- * so often mei wi 1h 
in the Rui fdic songs, do not bind a man to a particular place 
from which the man wants to escape ; there is no external l>on- 
dage. buiiahsepa who prays to Vanina to loosen the ropes that 
bind him was conscious of a perfect freedom as his true nature, 
but he Ends that he is not in immediate command of that freedom 
which is his. Loosening the ropes is nothing more than a restora¬ 
tion of freedom. If it were a real bondage from outside, there 
would have been some prayer for being released from the bondages 
of life; but he prays for Ith full span or life; he prays that no part 
of his life be taken away from him. Sunahiepa must be taken 
as an individual, complete and whole within htmsdf, and his 
poems must also be interpreted in the same way. What Sunah* 
sepa desires is not a n escape from sufte H ng; it is a disappearance 
of an accidental tmperfection. There is not even the faintest 
hint that man is in this world that is Like a prison and that man 
wants to g"t out of the prison. Sunahsepa wants only full happ i- 
ness within this world* within this life, and such a full happiness 
is possible within the world and within this life. 

9. PTrghatamas, the other great philosopher, felt some 
sense of ^immrtrtsiliiy^ when he attained to the illumination 
of wisdom. He is a kinsmen of the mortal and yet becomes 
immortal ; it is not a question of release from the body and from 
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the life in this world in a lxxly + it is a restoration of his freedom 
within this world, within this life and within this body, 

ro. References to a Heaven, to a world different From 
this world of life, are rare in the Rgirda. There is no reference 
ai all [0 a hell in the Rgradtii though a hell is mentioned in other 
Vedas. Even the heaven is not something outside of this world 
of life and beyond of this life ; it is only a continuation and exten¬ 
sion of this world t and whatever enjoyment there may be there 
is only of die same kind as the enjoyments in this world and a 
continuation and expansion of such an enjoyment. The gods 
are there in that heaven, there is eternal light and perfect 
freedom of movement. The holy sages of old are there- Man 
enjoys life there in their company and come to the world along 
with the gods and the sages tn attend the rituals which men 
perform in this world. 

11 . In the Uptwifads also, there is no reference to a termina¬ 
tion of life in this world and in this body and to an escape 
into another world atsd into another condition. There is not a 
single reference to the life in IxxJy and life in this world being a 
suffering from which man has to escape. Various teachers 
impart wisdom to their disciples relating lo die absolute truths. 
No teacher has asked his disciple to renounce this world as a 
prelude to the attainment of absolute bliss* The general tone is 
that such a “Perfection" is possible within this world and within 
this life and within this body. There is a famous prayer in the 
Brfwdarari)'Qj£op£ini$ad : 

Prom the unreal lead me to the real ; 

From darkness lead me lo light ; 

From death lead me to immortality* 

Taken by Itself", it may lend itself to an interpretation that 
there are two compartments and that there is a prayer for a 
migration from the one to the other. But the passage must be 
taken in relation to the context of the entire Ufanifads* The 
change contemplated in the Upontifads i* something within this 
world P within this life and within this body* If there had been any 
hint of the existence of another world and another condition 
in which alone “Perfection” h possible, within til* L r panif&ds f 
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such an in lerprciation would have been proper. I n the L'pamsads^ 
reality and light and immortality are widun this world and with¬ 
in this life and within this body* It is only an cxiensioti, an 
expansion ; there is no migration or a termination. 

12. In the whole of the Uptmifads there is no hint of a 
Aloha (release) as understood in the later thought of India. 
There is no hint of Samny&ja (renunciation) either. In the 
Bj h adHranyak op an isad y die re is a reference to Vajhavalkya^ the great 
philosopher and teacher, deciding to close his Jife as a house¬ 
holder* after settling his worldly possessions on his two wives* 
One of his two waves named MaiLreyj asked him some questions 
which he replied, relating to the absolute, and in the end Yajna- 
vulkya wandered about in blEss. 1 am not quite sure what 
Yaj&avalkya actually did. The word used at the end of this 
section is ™vijaMra f * ± which in the .Sanskrit language means 
“lived in happiness"'. I bis term is used in the Buddhistic litera¬ 
ture rather often, and is translated as “to live”* An clement 
of joy or bliss is inherent in this word ; taken along with the first 
sentence In the section, perhaps the word meant that YajflavaDtya 
found bliss in the free world, without the encumbrances of family. 

13. We shall not ignore the fact that Yajfiavalkya appears 
in the tpanisad in an earlier context also, and that in that context 
he does not say that for real happiness renunciation Is a necessary 
preliminary. The latter incident must be taken as an individual 
preference and not as a national trait. There is no mention of 
a “retirement^ in the Upanisads as a prior necessity for the attain¬ 
ment of the absolute wisdom. The entire set of Upanipads repre¬ 
sent transcendental wisdom with the environment of the life in 
the world in cities, in homes and In palaces. 

In the Buddhistic literature, there is reference to the 
cessation of life, to the final body and the final birth, to an escape 
from the cycle of birlh and death. There is a hint that Buddha 
was in his last birth and that there would be no further assumption 
of a mortal body for him. I do not know how r far we can accept 
everything mentioned in a text like ihc Bhammopad* as the real 
teaching of Buddha. Anyway, in this connection we shall not 
ignore the many references to the refusal of Buddha to be dagged 
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into the question about the nature of the Semi and to the future 
of man after death. As for Smfinydsa (renunciation j the point 
h dear in die Buddhistic literature. The major portion of 
that literature relates to persons who had renounced die world, 
who did not have a home lifc^ who had no possessions. The 
goal as a "release from Suffering™ ar.d Samityasa (renunciation) 
as a necessary prelude to such release became settled beliefs in 
the nation on account of the spread of the religion of Buddha 
among the people at large, though originally it was a set of doc¬ 
trines for the few who have renounced the world and who did not 
have a home-life and possessions, 

15. There was a reaction. This reaction is found in the 
literature known as the PttrSnas and liihisas, the grand epics 
in Sanskrit literature. The Xdmfiwna and the MvMbhdmta 
are the most important among them, though there are many 
texts coming within the category of Purdnas ; the Rdmdyara 
and the Ai&hdbhdra t a are known as ttikSsft J. Both sets of literature 
come within the ancient epics* The reaction is also not [cable 
in the systems oi philosophy that grew up in India after the time 
of Buddha. Such systems of philosophy did not devdope in 
a desert ; they grew up in the rich field of the life of the nation 
and it is in the “‘epics" that wc see the life of the people, 

iG. Sri Rama is the hero of the Rumdy^a and the five 
princes of whom Yudhisthira was the eldest, assisted by Sri 
Krishna, are the heroes of the M<thdtMratc. Even th e most casual 
reader of the two epics cannot miss the plain contrast between 
the spirit or the Buddhistic JiieraturCj especially such parts 
as relate to the life of Euddha, and the spirit of the two epics, 
especially that pari where the life of the Kernes are narrated. 
Buddha as Gautama Siddhartha was bom in an aristocratic 
family or royal status ; he married and he had a son. At this 
stage„ he abandoned his claims to the royal position and went 
away as a monk. Later the members of his family also joined the 
Monastic Order which he organised. 

17, Sri Rama and Yudhisthira were both born in royal 
families and they were heirs to the throne. Sri Rama was depriv¬ 
ed of his throne through certain accidents, was banished to the 
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forest where he lost his consort also and had to suffer various 
kinds of pains, both physical and mental. But he chased the 
culprit who abducted his, consort, killed him, relumed to the 
kingdom and sat on the throne. Yudhisthira too had the same 
late ; he had to go to the forest as an exile after losing his 
throne through some accident, along with his consort and his 
brothers. In the end he returned home after procuring the 
necessary weapons with which he could defeat his enemy, and 
regained Ids throne. He was assisted by bri Krishna in this 
endeavour. Sri Krishna too had to spend his early day's in the 
forests on the banks of the river Jumuna on account of the wicked¬ 
ness of his uncle who had usurped the throne. He too killed 
the tyrant and installed the rightful claimant on the throne. 
Although he did not sit on a throne, he lived the life of a royal 
personage with a palace and w ith queens. 

i8 t Sri Krishna did not think of gaining Afqfpi (release) 
when fate threw him into the forest in his early days. He did 
not courted Yudhi^tira to look for \hksa when the latter had 
to go to the forest as an esile P Sri Rama never thought of remain¬ 
ing in the forest as a hermit and attain to Mstya* Many sages 
had met Sri Rama and Yudhisthira when they w ere in the forest, 
and not one of them advised the kings to remain in the forest 
to look for A f Asa, They all counccUed the kings to fc prepare for 
war to regain their rightful claims and even helped them with 
weapons, as in the case of Sri Rama. It was Veda Vyasa, 
the great Sage, who advised Yudhistira to work for winning the 
divine missile with which alone he could defeat his enemies. 

rep There are three values or rather three goals specified 
in the scheme of a full life, in ancient India. They are Dharmo 
(Law), Artha 1 means of life' and K&ma ! enjoyments in life) 
and they form a trio, known as Tnmrg& the three-fold group) . 
They form the Ijasic truths of a foil life, just as the Four Truths 
form the basis of life for the monks in Buddhism. The Romfyaga 
and the Mokfibharata refer to these three goals very often in diffe¬ 
rent contexts There h little mention of the fourth Goal, namely, 
Aiokf&t which was added to the three for accommodating the 
Buddhisik ideals into the scheme of life in India. This Mokja is 
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spoken of as the Param&purufarthn ( the supreme goal of man’l* 
artd the four arc together spoken of as PiiriisartAa-eatuffaya (the 
four-fold gods of man} + But the Ramdyaita and the MahUbharaia 
seldom mention this fourth* and give no sort of prominence to 
ti in dealing with the ^purpose 711 in life. 

20. We have also to consider the question of the significance 
or the sequence in enumerating the three goals. Are they given 
in the ascending or in I lie descending order of importance? Is 
Dharma (law} or is A“dwie (enjoyment) the most important among 
the three? U Dharma is [he most important and if the others 
follow in descending order ? then Mokfa should have been given its 
place prior lo DAormOi as the first, when that was added. If 
Afpisa is given its position in tfie order oT its importance at the 
end, then among the three* is the most important goal. 

This shows that a full life is the ultimate goal of man. 

Another great change that came over in the scheme 
of life on account of the influence of Buddhism is in the demar¬ 
cation of the stages in a man’s lifo T In the earliest literatures, 
man had only two stages, that of a student ar.d that of a house¬ 
holder. The three goals fitted well into this scheme, A full 
religious life and a lull civic life was possible only for a house¬ 
holder. But M&ksa (release} has no place in this division or the 
stages in a man's life; In later limes* we find two more stages 
coming after the original two, that of Vdnaprastha (forcst-d Weller) 
and Bkikpt {a wandering mendicant]. The Vedic literature 
gives no hint of such two further srages for man to complete his 
full course of life* No one spent his life in a forest after retirement 
from a home-life* in the Vedic age ; even the Uptmijadt do not 
give any him of life in a forest. The Upon if ads record discussions 
Conducted in the homes of teachers and in the palaces of kings* 
Not a single one of the thinkers who participated in such discus* 
sions lived in the forest, not one of them came from the forest lor 
such discussions and returned to the forest-home after the 
discussion. 

22, Even tci later practice, such a four-fold demarcation 
is more theoritkaJ than a tact. We come across the forest-dwellere 
in the grand epics ; but they were not there as a prelude to 
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become Bkiksus (wandering mendicants). Many of them lived 
in their forest hermitages as house-holders, and they had no 
intention of becoming wanderers at a later stage. There were the 
.Jfiriijjjtfflijr (those who have renounced the world and home and 
possessions) who d id not live in the forest as a prelindinar) 1 stage. 
They lived in ihetr monastries in chics, attached to temples* 
or in Independent monastries which were centres of learning. 

23. Indian literature does not record the experience of 
any one having attained to Mckja* Neither Sri Rama nor Srt 
Krishna attained to AioJE^a (release) They were God Incarnate 
in human form and otter their Mission, they returned to their 
real nature ; they were not in bondage in human bodies and the 
question of Moksa does not arise in their ease, Sri Rama's brothers 
and his queen too returned to their original nature, having been 
divine originally* Yudhi^thira and his brothers and queen in 
the MdMbMrata went up to heaven and are not known to have 
attained to Afokfa* So did many others who are mentioned 
in the Epic, including the enemies of Yudhisihim. Ihcre arc 
a few cases that may appear to be Aloha. That was the case 
with Sri Krishna's unde Karhsa, who had usurped the throne ; 
but he did not attain to “union with the Supreme” through 
Somnjdsa. The epics speak of persons who arc Cim^htms 
(persons with eternal life} ? like Veda Vyasa, who is also the author 
of the VtdSaifi Sutras that deal specially with the problem of 
ultimate Moksa (release) t and Mob * 7 is denied to him in 50 far 
as he is a Ciraujh'in (one with eternal life) * Literature does not 
record an event like A Mia for any or the other teachers who have 
imparled the original instruction about Mokf a * namely, Kapil a, 
the founder of the Sdnkhya t Pataftjalb the founder of the Tvga, 
Gautama, the founder of the Jfytya system, Afina da 7 the founder 
of the VaHtfika system and Jaimini, the founder of the AfMdjfisd 
system. In the case of the last, there is no teaching of Mofya 
either, 

24. We must have this background when we discuss the 
goal of man as evolved in die systems of philosophy that followed 
the time or Buddha, We must also lake cognisance of the later 
exponents of the systems, especially Sankara, who gave the form 
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to the teachings about the world being Majd or illusion and about 
Brahman, the Absolute being the only Reality. Safkara was in 
his body when he gave the leaching, and what he says is only about 
the abstraction of a beyond, about “that* 1 and not about an ex¬ 
perience of “ this 5 5 . With such a prcl imi nary, t he'‘Goal 5 5 laugh t 
in the various systems of philosophy can be discussed. 

The SaniAyti and the speak about Kuwalya as the 
goal, The word means “state of being Kevafm or just by oneself 55 . 
This must be the realisation of a fact as it is, without being in¬ 
termixed with other fans, either in constitution or in quality 
or in Junction* In the classical interpretation, this KaimUya 
or becoming oneself Is meant for th cPitrusa, the Spirit, while there 
is also the Prakrit or Matter in this universe - Punusa or the 
Spirii is “Vision** and Prakrit or Matter is “function 5 ** There is 
some kind of mutual exchange or barter or their respective 
natures between the two. Purina f the Spirit, That is only a 
V islon, becomes a functionary through a nature received from 
Matter, and Prakrit or Matter that is only a functionary becomes 
also a knowing entity through a nature taken from the Spirit. 
The world is this “confusion* 1 of Spirit and Matter. The goal 
is their separation so that the Spirit becomes itself, without a 
notion of function which is extraneous to it and retaining the w hole 
vision, which has been partly taken over by Matter. This is 
Kmvalja, the s tate of being j ust oneself. Accord ing to the classical 
interpretation, this goal is for the Spirit, and Matter is the cause 
or this confusion. I he guilt, so far as the interpretation goes, 
is in the Matter, and the Spirit h the victim of the guilt. Here, 
there is a touch of religion in the philosophical position. 

26. There arc various places within the original text where 
there ls the mention or this goal ol A aiualyfi r *1 he first mention 
is in connection with the establishment that there is a Purufa 
(Spirit) in the Universe, distinct from the Prakrit (matter) ; 
There Is the Purina (Spirii) since combinations must have 
a purpose for something extraneous to itself, since there 
must be someting the reverse of the ihree-lbid constituents 
(of Matter), since there must be some supervisor (Car the 
combination ), since there must be an experieneer for the 
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effects of such combinations) and since there is activity 

with Kaivalja as the goal, 

(1) If Matter b a combination of three-fold consLiiuents, there 
must be some purpose in such a combination ; there is no activity 
that does not serve some purpose. Just a movement simply for 
the purpose of the movement itself is not what we have experi¬ 
enced ; and rationality can operate only on the basis of what is 
already known. We shall not assume anything that has no basis 
at all within our experience. (2) In out experience, w j e find that 
everything has a reverse. We speak of a thing as that only 
in contrast to another* and nothing is that in itself (3) We 
experience every movement and change as ultimately controlled 
and guided by some intelligent agent, (4) We never experience 
a thing just as that thing; we experience it as what is experienced 
by us. (5) There is the belief in some "release” and there is 
the universal activity observed with that purpose in view. The 
first four arguments rest on our common experience of a universal 
nature and does not depend on any “beliefs The last rests 
on a universal activity resulting from some universal belief. This 
Is the religious belief of some goal outside the world of life, 

27. In this inference, the first four postulate an entity other 
than the Matter to explain the behaviour of Matter in the world 
as experienced by us. The Iasi one postulates such an entity to 
explain the universal belief entertained at that time and the 
universal practice based on such a belief The last argument 
need not mean that the Kaiualja is a goal Ibr the PurufUj whose 
reality is deduced through the argument. If there is to be such 
a Kmaija t there must be an admixture ; if there is Ktrwalpa 
for one ingredient in the admixture, that is Katlxalya for the other 
also. Wc cannot separate gold Trom copper without the separa¬ 
tion of copper from gold as well. It is only the religious belief 
that requires the goal to be restricted to the Spirit {Purufa). 
There is the fourth argument also that supports such a restriction; 
Spirit experiences Matter and Matter is experienced by the 
Spirit. JCaivalja is a state* an experience, and iI is an experience 
for ihe Spirit ; thus, Koivalja is the goal for ihc Spirit that ex¬ 
periences, and not for the Matter that Is experienced. That is 
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what happens in separating gold and copper. The purity of 
copper is not a goal, though it may l>e a fact. But gold Incomes 
pure even if cupper continues as admixed with other ingredients 
as well. Even when the Matter remains just by itself without 
its functionary nature Seeing transferred to the Spirit and without 
assuming the 11 Vision 5 * nature of the Spirit for itself, the Kaivatja 
is spoken of only with reference to the Spirit and not with reference 
to Matter which too has the corresponding Kuivafytf. 

38, The belief that A ah^lya is only for the Spirit and not 
for the X fat ter which too may come to possess that Kamlya, 
is made clear in another passage ; 

On account of such a contrasL t there is established that 
such a Spirit is only a witness (not a participant)* that it 
acquired Kdivalj^ that it is neutral, that it just has a “vision” 
and that it has no nature as a functionary. 

When there is for Lhc Spirit, there must l>e the same 

AinWftf in the Matter, in so Far there is nothing else as a third 
wuh which Matter could he imer-mixed ; yet Kawatya is 
mentioned as a specific nature of the Spirit, as distinct from the 
nature or Matter. 

29. In the verse, where there is the simile of die collabora¬ 
tion of the lame man and the blind man* to explain the nature 
of the association of the Spirit and the Matter, the commentators 
restrict the KaivaJja to the Spirit along with "Vision", though in 
the text itself there is nothing to show that the goal of this combi¬ 
nation and this collaboration is restricted to the Spirit. A direct 
interpretation of the passage would involve two goals h that of the 
‘"Vision” for the Spirit and that of the Kmmija for the Matter. 
Taken along with this passage, ihc passage just noted above need 
not be interpreted to mean that the goal of K&walya is restricted 
to the Spirit ; it may simply mean that the Spirit is distinct from 
Matter. 

30. In another passage it is said that the ground for th 
function of the sense-organs is to serve the ultimate purpose 
or the Spirit (Puru^rifut ). Here, the view is quite clear that the 
function of Matter (of which the sense-organs are evolutes) 
has no purpose to sene for the Matter Itself, that the purpose 
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^ -Spirit. Its own K&woJy& ^isolation) is only casual- 

The same view is expressed in another passage where the function 
of the external sense-organs and of the "Mind" and of the “I-ness" 
is spoken of as serving the purpose, in so far as they illuminate 
the entire goal of the Spirit ( Punisasytt-arlka } and present it 
to the Intellect* 1 hey present it to the Intellect in so far as it Is 
the Intellect that accomplishes the experience of the Purina in 
respect of everything ; It Is also this Intellect that brings about 
the discrimination as to the distinction between the Spirit and the 
Matter. The ground for the formation of the functions of ihe 
Subtle Body is the purpose to be served for the Spirit ; this is re¬ 
peated in still another passage* 

3 1 - now, the term used in the original text of the 
SankkjHt Is htiivalya r Isolation ; ; towards the dose of the text 
iht. familiar term of Release ( t ,\Inksa: is introduced. And. the 
release is for the Spirit, suggesting that Matter is a bondage. 
Matter through its functions provide such a release lor each 
itnd every Spirit, the individual Pit rasa. The function of Matter 
gives the semblance of tvorking for its own purpose, while it is for 
another in reality. Such a function starts with the manifestation 
ol the first e volute of Intellect ( dfafctf-the Greatthe Great) and 
proceeds to the formation of the grosser matter, the Five Elements 
(BMta and their constant modifications. There is the simile 
of the milk that Hows Irom the cow Jbr the purpose of nourishing 
ihe calf. I he milk Hows by itself as a nature, though there can 
be no conscious effort on the mart of the milk, and yet there is 
such a purpose served, the purpose of another ; the same Is the 
case with the current of evolution within the Matter. There Is 
another illustration given for the function of Matter without any 
purpose served fur itself. One may not have any specific purpose 
to be served by one’s activity ; yet one takes up such an activity 
upon osi:self s'tnply for a subjective satisfaction, and the 
purpose is for another. There is no urge from another ; there 
is no command from another ; and yet we see in the world 
cases of persons doing things just for such a subjective 
Satisfaction. 

it. The relation between Matter in Function and the Spirit 
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tliat is neutral and is only a witness, is illustrated by the caSc of 
an actress whose sole purpose is to show herself off to the audit nee 
to the best effect, and then the actress retires from the stage. 
When Matter makes an exhibition of her functions and when the 
Spirit has witnessed the performance, Matter ceases the functions 
and the Spirit remains isolated like the audience. I here is 
another, still more interesting, illustration ol their mutual relations 
(that of the Spirit with the Matter), where the Spirit is compared 
to a man and the Matter to a woman. Usually the passage 
is interpreted as referring to a master and his woman sen. ant. 
My own view is that the reference U to a very faithJul and devoted 
wife and to her husband who is rather ruthless. She resorts 
to various means, she serves various purposes ol the husband, 
and yet there is no help from him for her. She is full of various 
qualities, while the man cannot be spoken of as possessing any 
good quality. Here there is a pun on the word which is rendered 
here as “good quality". The w f ord is Gam, which in the system 
means the constituents or Matter. Matter, compared to the w ife, 
has Gums (the three constituents,: while the Spirit is devoid 
of Gums (such constituents). The word Guns means in ordinary 
language “good quality”, the wife being full ofit and the man 
being devoid of 11. The wife has no thought or any purposes for 
herself in her functions and she functions solely for serving the 
purpose of the man. 

33. After all such illustrations to explain the relation ol 
Matter and Spirit, there is again a reference to the actress to 
conclude the topic. This shows that of all the illustrations given 
above, that of the milk Rowing from the cow for the calf and that 
of the actress and that of a wife, what correctly represents the 
relation is the illustration of the actress, But there is one difference 
between the actress and Matter ; the actress may re-appear and 
attract and bind down the audience through another exhibition 
of her skill, while Matter never comes into such a relation with 
ihe Spirit when once there is a cessation of the complexity. In 
that extent the Matter U much finer, much more gentle 
(Sukiintarn-faro ); when once Matter is known in its nature by thv 
Spirit, there is an eternal isolation mutually between Matter and 
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Spirit. As a matter of fact, the i I lustration of the actress is kept 
up till the end of the text* 

34. When a person witnesses a performance of the expert 
actress on the stage, during the petfomance there is the sense of 
identity bztween himself and the actress, the sense that he is him¬ 
self experiencing all that the actress is represent]ng. But at the 
same time, the man remains just the isolated man t without 
any complications in She facts represented by the actress. It is 
the same thing with the Spirit also. There b neither a bondage 
nor a release LVh bndhyaie uti mttgmte') ; there is no transmigration 
either for the Spirit {m satfuarali) , This need not l>e taken to 
mean the technical transmigration ; it includes all the courses 
of experience for man in his life in the world. The whole 
phenomena of physical life, Ijondage and release are only for 
the Matter. The limitations, the bondages, are only fur the Mat¬ 
ter, brought about by Matter itself. Matter rcteases itself, 
keeping In view a purpose for the Spirit hirufdrlham prafi ). 

35. Such a position is arrived at through repeated inves¬ 
tigations into the Categories (Tattmbhjfdja) t where there is the 
realisation “I am not, naught b mine, there b no T Such a 
realisation is pure, being free from any possible contradiction 
and consequent sublatiun ; it is just a realisation (kcualsm 
jrfanam) unmixed with any taint of invalid elements. At the 
stage of such a realisation, the Matter teases its combinations 
and functions, in so Tar as Matter has accomplished its purpose 
\arthamsal). The Spirit sees the Matter in shat form, just like 
a man among the audience sees the actress who has finished her 
performancej who becomes cleared of all identifications with the 
representations of the actress at that stage. 

36. One of the two^ the Spirit; becomes indliferent with the 
sense that he has linbhed witnessing her ; the other, the Matter* 
ceases her representations when she finds that her representations 
have been witnessed to its dose. There is a satisfaction in her at 
that stage. Both of them remain together, the Spirit and the 
Matter. Bui there is nothing more lu be served as a purpose, 
and there is no occasion for any new world process, so Tar as that 
Individual is concerned. Here the comparison, contained in the 
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illustration of the actress, shall not be stretched too tar. li the 
actress starts her performance on another occasion and if the same 
man goes to witness the performance, that must be taken as a new 
event relating to a new Individual. 1 he illustration closes "ith 
the first performance comprehended within the illustration. 

■j7. The question of such a final release and its relation 
to a physical body, is now taken up. Here a new illustration is 
brought about. A poller turns the wheel anti moulds a jar; 
when the jar is properly formed, the purpose or turning the 
wheel is finished and yet the wheel may continue to keep turning 
even when the potter has removed the jar that has been given 
its siiapc. The continuance of the body even alter the realisation 
of the truth about the “Categories” is just like the continued 
turning of the wheel even after its purpose is finished. That 
body drops down and when there is retirement of the Matter 
after it lias accomplished its purpose, there arises a Kaivalya 
(isolation) which is both absolute and final. The text is not 
definite as to the location of this Kmwtya ; from the construction 
of the sentence, it is certain that the Kakaljm is not spoken ol the 
Matter, It can be with reference to the Spirit, though it is not 
stated so. It can as well be that it refers to sonic unspecified 
individual. The exact words are, “One attains to hatvatja ’. 

38. The texts started with a statement that the remedies 
provided for sufferings in the world by science (Drsla or seen) 
and by religion (Inithovika, what follows Srati or Venture) 
are not absolute and final (sfcBrtfffpfflsteteA). The remedy 
excelling both is what is dealt with in the text, which produces 
a realisation of the discrimination among the manifest, the un* 
manifest and the sentient ( iyakI+&iyakta-jHa-vijiidndt) - The text 
closes with a statement of the final realisation being absolute 
and final ; naturally that realisation must be of the form of a 
discriminative knowledge of the same three, 

39, Nowhere has it Ijeen s|>ecifically stated in the text that 
the Spirit has any purpose, that the Spirit is suffering a bondage, 
that the Spirit looks for release and that the Mailer accomplishes 
this purpose of the Spirit. There is a specific assertion that what 
is experienced as bondage is only for the modifications within 
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Matter. Yet there is mention of the purpose of the Spirit (puni- 
(arihn) served by Matter. Is it a confusion of thought in the 
system ? Or ts it an admixture of Philosophy and Religious 
bclicfe ? Or is there any explanation possible to reconcile these two 
apparently contradictory statements? 

4 °- The position is that the term Purusa (Spirit) is used with 
ditierent meanings. There is the absolute Spirit which is pure 
“Vision 1 ’, pure sentience. There is the phenomenal Spirit 
f a rather incomprehcns'iblr combination of terms) which is the 
Spirit with the element of function adopted from the nature 
oi the Matter [Prakrii], when the Matter itself, in itself insentient, 
adopted the sentience-element from the Spirit. There arises out 
of this combination what is termed the Linga-sarira ( subtle body) - 
This combination designated the li subtIe-body TP h also the 
PuTtisa (Spirit), being the agent for ail activities in the world, 
which activity presupposes the dual elements of function and 
sentience. In reality the two dements do not co-exist in the same 
substrate; but they exist in the subtle - body in the Ibrm of a super- 
imposition of the elements of cadi on the other, by some sort of 
unreal mutual transfer of attributes between Matter and Spirit. 

4 < - Philosophy is meant for this subtle-body which assumes 
a gross body also. The purpose, meant in the system of philo¬ 
sophy called the Stfmkkpa p is for the embodied or corporeal Lings- 
Jarira (suhfle-body) * In this subtle body there h the Matter 
and the Spirit in mutual transposition, m a unit. In this compo¬ 
sition, there is neither a pure Spirit nor a pure Matter : even 
Matter that is uniform in its real nature gets differentiated in 
this process of the mutual transposition. The undifferentiated 
Matter, becoming differentiated, reflects the sentience in the 
Pufufd or Spirit, and there is the pure Spirit also. A niutiljn is the 
realisation of the mutually distinct nature of the three factors, the 
pure Spirit, the pure Matter in its undifferentiated state and the 
Matter in its state of differentiation with the reflection of 
sentience from the Spirit, In so far as such a realisation is of 
the nature of sentience, limitations of language requires that this 
is referred to the Spirit that is sentience, and not to Matter 
that has no sentience of its own. It must be clearly understood 
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that the Spirit in its own nature has lieEther an admixture nor an 
Isolation ; they art all in, and Tor, the Unga-sarira (the subtle 
body), which alone has the admixture^ which has nescience and 
which can ultimately u nders tand the distinctness of the component 
elements in its own constitution, 

42 r The simile or the actress has also to l>e examined with 
care- The purpose Tor which the actress appears on the stage 
and exhibits her art is not to release the spectator : but 10 keep 
him bound to the art in her. The simile represents, rather, the 
relation of Matter and Spirit in the state of Combination. The 
theory or art postulates an identification of the actors on the stage 
and the audience. Those who do not know, who cannot fully en¬ 
joy the an, feel that the factors of joys and sufferings are really 
there in the art presented, and they too feel a corresponding joy 
or suffering. But in the ease of the appreciative, sympathetic 
critic who understands the art, there is only a continuous joy. 
Thar is how a wise person is not affected by the individual sorrows 
in the world, for which science and religion prescribe remedies. 
In normal experience, there is no distinction realised S>etween the 
cleme ats of aetlvi ty a nd of sent ience, The re is only an admixture. 
There is a difference between lack of discrimination between, two 
things and a realisation of the unity in the two things Such a 
realisation of unity exists ill the experience of art, where the 
artist and the spectator are unified into a single “Vision”. 
Such a stage is not mentioned in the sdnkhyn system; it finds a 
place in the Vedanta system. In the Sdnkhyn system, all that b 
stated is that the Spirit reaches the goal at the experience, 
'"The Matter has been seen l>y me” and at ihe stage when “She 
has been seen by the Spirit 1 '. This is a unified vision, and that is 
exactly what has been stated also as the discriminative knowledge 
of the three faetorsmamchv the Spirit, the Matter undifferentiated 
and the Matter in differentiation. The term ^retires” must be 
interpreted “arrives ai such a goal”, 

43, In the exhibition of an art fc the termination of the 
exhibition is not a factor; ihe real factor is the culmination in 
a particular state. It must also l>e kept in mind that the purpose 
of art is not to terminate any suffering through the termination 
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of the art ; the purpose b to produce a transcendental joy. 
The purpose kept in view it a particular way of experiencing the 
art where there is a unity between the art T the artist and the spec¬ 
tator. There is no place in the entire text on the S&nkhya where 
it is expressly stated that the purpose of the inquiry is the termi¬ 
nation of a suffering What is said In the beginning of the text 
amounts only to this that it 15 the presence of individual cases of 
suffering: that starts a philosophical investigation* when neither 
science nor religion produces an absolute and final termination 
of such ordinary su he rings. The philosopher's method is superior 
to both these ones in so far as the philosopher 1 !; procedure cuds 
in such a discriminative knowledge, which is AVr mafja or isolation, 
and which b such a ^Vision 11 , which is the goal kept in view in 
the exhibition of an art. The view that that Xaivafya is the termi¬ 
nation of ordinary- suffering is what is found only in the commenta¬ 
tors, and b not a doctrine in the system. While the ordinary 
sufferings are experienced as something “that i$*% the philosopher's 
suffering Is of the nature of a “blank”, and the discriminative 
knowledge tills up this blank. The ordinary sufferings may be the 
occasion for the philosophy, and philosophy may not have started 
on the course of investigation unless there had been an element 
of suffering experienced ax something positive in the world ; 
but removal of such a suffering is not a purpose in philosophy. 
The philosopher's goal is an expansion into a unity, after and 
through a discriminative knowledge* of the differentiations in the 
world, in their real nature. The Sdnkhya system in its expressed 
statements does not emphasise this ultimate unity in realisation, 
but stops at the discrimination. Bui the illustration of the actress 
implies such an ultimate unity. 

44. In the system p the main question discussed relates 

to the modes of knowing. That the ultimate goal can be reached 
only through right knowledge b the basic doctrine recognised 
in this system, as in the case of all systems of philosophy in India. 
A knowledge is valid when Lhc modes employed in acquiring 
that knowledge are correct In contrast to what is a right know¬ 
ing! there are also considered various forms of imperfect, illusory 
and faulty ways of knowing. The right knowledge acquired after 
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a thorough investigation into the correct and faulty modes of 
knowing is the foundation for the acquisition of the supreme 
bliss {Mhirtyzsa). In the VaUepka system the investigation re¬ 
lates to 1 he objective world. The correct mode of knowing 
things in their real nature is to divide and classify the objects 
based on their similarities and dissimi lari lies. Through such a 
method, one arrives at a correct knowledge of the things in the 
world, and that knowledge brings with, it the same supreme bliss 
(Jfifttrepim). Mfcr&W* is that than which there is nothing 
[JvitQ better (£f*pas}+ It is not at ah presumed that either the 
study or the results of the study contemplated in the systems 
will directly lead one to the goal. They are preliminaries to the 
journey to the goal. 

45, The problem or a goal does not arise in the Mimdmsd 
system. There arc no termini for the world, either a prior one 
or a posterior one. The world is there and functions like a dyna¬ 
mic machine. The general direction of all movements is of the 
nature of a progression. The only possible goal that can be 
introduced into the system is a culmination of the movement in 
perfect rhythm, free from all frictions. But the actual goal is the 
continuity of the movement without any retard at ion, without 
any deviation from the mechanical law in the world, without any 
stagnation into stillness ; and according to one School, without 
any movement in the reverse direction. In the other School, 
there is no such reverse movement possible within the Framework 
of the world-machine. 

46. A knowledge of the nature of the world-machine is 
necessary for one to function according to the mechanical law 
of the world. This mechanical law is what is found in the Veda. 
It is a distortion of the fundamental doctrine of ihe Mimirhsa 
to say that what this law is is what is found in the Veda- 
The real position is exactly the opposite j they refuse to recognise 
anything as the Veda that does not state this law. The law must 
be impersonal, that is, must l>e what is not the view of a person, 
what is the real nature of the w r orid. A man will function accord¬ 
ing to the Saw if he know* what the real law is. 

47 + There is no other place where the doctrines of the 
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Alimdrfisd system are explained in a dearer way than in ihe 
Bhagauad-gita* An abstract knowledge without relation to the 
realities of the world is of no purpose. To say that the Spirit 
has no destruction and that the material evolutes have an inevita¬ 
ble end and that as such one need not function* is a perversion of 
the real nature of the world* The individuals are neither disem* 
bodied Spirits nor dead Formations of matter. The individual is 
a combination of both* There is knowing ; there is functioning. 
Both arc in the individual. The individual can do or mi do 
or do in another way . No other individual circumscribes the 
possibilities of an individual. Yet the whole world is a unitary 
machine and man can function only within the framework of 
this machine. The totality or the world-machine limits the 
component parts of the machine, i.e, 5 she individuals. After 
disposing of the prima fatit view of the Spirit l>eing free from 
destruction and the flutter being destined to cnd t the dynamic 
nature of the individual, combining in himself both the Spirit 
aspect and the Matter aspect (with Vision and function), is 
dealt with and the text concludes with the unity nf this world 
as a machine. The text closes with emphasising this dynamic 
nature of the world, where the individual is limited by this unity. 
This is the only way in which the apparent conflict in the 
Bhagaiwi-gm between the absolute freedom or the individual, 
described in the earlier portion, and the dependence of the in¬ 
dividual on the Supreme at the closing portion, can be reconciled. 
There are frequent statements about attaining the Ultimate, 
the Supreme (the Para ). This is the rhythmic movement in the 
world that is kept as the goal. "Evil" is only inaction* something 
which "is not ai , and this Ki EviT* is due to want of correct know¬ 
ledge about the true nature of the world- There is suffering on 
account of the blanks In the form of inaction, and such blank 
intervals in the continuum of activity must be filled up for restor¬ 
ing the perfect rhythm in the movement of the world-machine. 

48. In the Vedinta, there is not much difference In its 
ultimate doctrine from what was stated in connection with Ihe 
Sankhya system except to this extent that while in the Sdnkhya the 
clement of ultimate unity is only hinted and not expressly stated 
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Ihis ultimate unity becomes the central theme in the Vedanta. It 

may be a cessation of the finity that is experienced, through the 
realisation of the infinity in the unity ; it may be the essentia! 
unity in the diversity that is experienced (without a cessation of 
the differences), It may also be the realisation or the Ultimate 
unity' that exists in the Infinite, which is Supreme in relation to 
the ftnity that is experienced with reference to the individuals 
(living and life-less), the finity being subordinate to the Infinity. 

41 j. Philosophical doctrines are often inter-mingled with 
religious beliefs. They speak of the dissolution of the individual 
Self into the Brahman or Supreme Self. They speak about the 
individual reaching the world ol the Supreme Loid, about 
assuming His form, about abiding in His vicinity and about 
having conjunction with Him ; such are the different gradations 
of the Final Release (A/efcja). The Supreme as Male has a 
Female counterpart in the form of the World-Power (.ftaftli). 
Some speak of this Power as even superior to the Lord, and 
worship the Power independent of the Lord. 

50. What is common is that there is no removal ot a posi¬ 
tive “Evil” from the individual or from the world in this process 
of reaching the goal, according to any system of thought in India. 
If there is a God, then the world is under His protection ; if 
there is no such God, the world is a perfect machine with a perfect 
law functioning in itj with all the implements and agents 
within it Tor the repair of any defect. Even the original Adrsta 
(the inscrutable factor) which is at the root of the conversion 
of perfection into an imperfection, is not a really positive 
factor ; it is more the appearance of a blank in what is really 
a "Whole”. The Final Goal is a return to the original real 
nature of perfection. It is an expansion so as to get the blanks 
filled up ; there is no migration from one state into another 
from one region into another, This migration is a popular way 
or putting such an expansion, the religious statement of what is 
philosophical. 

ji, The original state must be thought of as a continuum, as 
a uniform of a dualism of Matter and Life (Prakrti and Far uja), 
according to the Salikhjro system ; in the I rtenia there is a 
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further unification of these two into an Ultimate Absolute as 
BraAman, On account of a special collocalio® of the two, 
there is a disturbance in their respective uniform nature* and in 
this disturbance, there is mutual reflection of their respective 
nature one on the other. The physical matter is the product 
of such a disturbance in the Primal Matter (Prakrit) and the 
Self as an experiencer is the result of the reflection of the Self 
In such a disturbed Matter. When the disturbance in the Matter 
subsides, the reflection of the Self on the Matter is also eliminated. 
On account of this reflection, there was an experience of the Self 
as only this reflection with limitations, and when there is the 
cessation of the reflection* there remains only the original pure 
Self, and Matter too Incomes a Uniform. 

33 - This cannot be done through learning. Books and the 
process of instruction and study are only instruments. Uhl* 
match-* there must be some special training fnr the Individ nab 
This process of training is what is known as Toga. There is a 
system of philosophy designated as T&ga System. But it is not 
a separate and independent system ; it is common to all the 
systems. It describes the practical step to be taken lor effecting 
the teachings of the other systems in actual life. 

53 - Toga, as defined in the text on the subject, is the process 
or arresting (Sir&dha) the functions of the internal organ [Citta- 
vrtii) . What is called the world is the pure Matter f Prakrtij 
on which the pure Spirit ( Puru$a ) is reflected in the disturbed 
state of the former. This disturbance in ihe Matter with the 
Spirit reflected on it, continues in a subject-object relation. There 
is neither a dead matter nor an immaterial Spirit in the world. 
There is a fluctuation in this subject-object relation and the 
process continues. This process of the subject-object 
relation is what is called the lunction ( Vrtti) of the internal 
organ iCitta . The internal organ is the individualised evolute 
from matter where there is a prcdominencc of the reflection of 
the Spirit, and that is called the Buddht ( Intellect ) with an 
individualisation as subject (/tMtfrr), functioning through 
the mind and the external organs 

54. When there is such a complete arrest of the functions of 
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the internal organ, the pure Spirit whose reflection is the subject 
factor in the phenomenal world, is restored to its primal nature 
of being just a “Vision”* Prior to such a complete arrest 
there is the “uni-lbrtniiy” (Saru&p) of the subject-factor with 
the object factor as the functions» Such functions of the indivi- 
duahsed subject, which is the reflection of the pure \ ision 
on the uniform Matter, may be of the nature of a valid cognition 
(Pratmna) , erroneous cognition ( Vip€trjqf&)> unspecified cogni¬ 
tion (mkatpa), sleep (Mdra) and recollection (Smrti). 

55, There is a two-fold way of arresting; such five-fold func¬ 
tions; one is voluntary, repeated study ( abhy&ja) and the other is 
detachment ( Yakdgja ). There is another method, That of con- 
temptation on God {Ifoampaoidkaxa) * Still another method is 
the training of the body and its functions through the practice 
known usually as Yoga* controlling the' breathing operations. 
Even in this, the previous methods come in as subsidiaries. This 
methodical training of the individual consists of eight steps. It 
is a unified process of training the entire individual with his 
body and his mind- 

56, There are three main physiological functions in an 
individual ; they are the respiratory, the gastric and the sensory 
Functions of the individual. All ailments arc due to a disturbance 
in the equipoise of the three constituent* of the body, relating 
to these function, being the Vdm ( Air), Pitt* ( Fire ) and 
Kapha (Water]. The terms must be taken in their scientific 
sense and not in their ordinary, popular sense. The earliest 
four steps emphasise the control of the respiratory and the gastric 
functions* and the last four stages emphasise the sensory functions. 
But they cannot be detached from one another. There must be 
the training and regulation in food, daily routine* desires and 
ave rsions and all facts relating to the J ife of the individual. There 
is the unknown in this world, on account of the limitations of the 
individual* so long its the individual is only a reflection of the 
“Vision 11 on the Matter. When the disturbance ceases, the 
“Vision" becomes the full virion and ihc Matter becomes the 
entire mailer, within the sphere of the “Vision”* 

57, Within the limitations of the life of the individual. 
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which is the normal and phenomenal Ido of the individual* the 
awareness extends to only a limited field. That is why there 
is the “ Unknown* r factor in the world. There is nothing that 
is unknown in itself. They arc all beiog known ; the only 
limitation is that they do not come within our conscious awareness. 
The Toga is an extension and expansion of this field of awareness. 
It is a gradual elimination nf ihc blanks in the sphere or man’s 
conscious knowing. During the course of such a training of the 
individual, one acquires various kinds or powers, that may be 
designated super-normal; it is not a process of actually acquiring 
something that was not there before. It is a process of expanding 
the sphere of awareness in such a way that powers that were 
in the individual, that were outside the narrow spheres of his 
awareness, arc manifested to him. Such powere are only bye- 
pnoduets, and one shall not rest at that stage. Such a premature 
termination of training may even lead to dangers from such 
powers. Such powers are within the field of the funcibns. 
The powers may be manifested to him, but he may not be able 
to properly control and guide the operation of such new powers. 

58. What is usually called a particle of matter may have 
the inertia element dominating j but it is in reality the store 
imm_ns^ energy. With this training, the individual becomes 
aole 10 transfer it into that energy by suppressing the material 
aspect of that particle and thereby letting out the energy side in 
it. Similarly, what manifests as immense energy can be converted 
into an inert particle or matter. Grass matter can be converted 
into fine matter and vice versa ; heavy matter may be made 
into light matter and what is light may be converted into heavy 
matter. The individual becomes “Master” 0 f phenomenal 
world and the phenomenal world comes within his influence. 
Space limitations vanish and one can reach any place at any time ■ 
presence and absence, appearance and disappearance : all such 
dis unctions vanish. The ind ivid ua I is enabled to prod uee organic 
matter or to repair any damage to the organic body. Thus decay 
and (bath are removed from his body. According to the Togi 
philosophy there is no termination to the physical bodv in conse¬ 
quence of the acquisition of the “perfect knowledge” ; what i 3 
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terminated is the mutilation and death for the body and that is 
what is meant by the termination of worldly suffering for the 
“liberated". 

5«j r Organic matter in the (brni of 1 'Cells" is not an accidental 
evolute in the course of the evolution of “Bead Matter"* There 
is no aspect of matter that does not have the lL Life” Factor in it ; 
the only other philosophic alternative is that there is the dualism 
of absolute matter and absolute life, or a further monism of pun? 
“Life”* Man is a further stage in the evolution of “living matter" 
and possesscs all the powers and possibilities inherent in the primal 
living matter; man is unaware of this immensity in himself. The 
goal is the vision h the realisation of tins immense possibility in¬ 
herent within himself* 

Go. Indian thought has the unbroken tradition or the 
existence of such individuals who had realised the fullness 
of the individual, and they are the Sages of the Vedas like 
SunalrSepa, Dirghatamas, Bfhaspati and the authors of poems 
relati ng to the 1: Pe rson >+ ( Pumpi ]■, the 1 'Guide n-womb 11 ( llinm- 
jagarbha) and “Creation 11 , Varna, the mortal, had seen that full¬ 
ness of the individual. The various Sages, the poets, whose 
poems are preserved in the Veda are known, in Indian tradition, 
to have had that “Vision” of the Ultimate truth, the absolute 
nature of roan and of the world* Buddha had this “Vision ■ 
But when there arose in the Buddhistic tradition a doctrine of 
Buddha alone having seen the truth and of that truth being 
of the nature of a “Void 11 , there started a systematic investi¬ 
gation, rationally, into the nature of the world, taking note of the 
traditions left behind in the earlier literature of the country in the 
form of the Vedas. To the Sages and the poets of the Vedas, 
live Goal was within the sphere of a direct vision, so far as tradi¬ 
tion goes in India ; in the later systems, the Goal may be only 
an abstraction arrived at by the application of the reasoning 
powers of man- 
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